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PREFACE 


This book is not a product of purely scholarly interests. It has 
grown out of vital urges and under the pressure of a concrete 
historical situation. We are in the midst of one of the great 
crises in human history, groping for a way out of fear, anxiety 
and darkness, wandering in search of a new pattern in which we 
can begin life over again. Andre Malraux makes a prophecy: 
The principal problem of the end of the century will be the 
religious problem—in a form as unlike any that we now know as 
Christianity was from the religions of antiquity—but it will not 
be the problem of Being/ He refers to 'the discovery of what 
true Hindu thought is ’. 1 Hindu thought whether or not we agree 
with its transcendental claims has survived the storms of the 
world for over three thousand years. It has seen empires come 
and go, has watched economic and political systems flourish and 
fade. It has seen these happen more than once. Recent events 
have ruffled but not diverted the march of India's history. The 
culture of India has changed a great deal and yet has remained 
the same for over three millennia. Fresh springs bubble up, fresh 
streams cut their own channels through the landscape, but 
sooner or later each rivulet, each stream merges into one of 
the great rivers which has been nourishing the Indian soil for 
centuries. 

When we speak of Indian philosophy or Eastern philosophy, 
we mean the philosophy that has developed in a certain region 
of the earth. We do not mean that the truth which science or 
philosophy aims at is of a provincial character. The search for 
truth may be conditioned, even restricted by the mental 
attitudes and traditions of different countries, but the aim of 
philosophy is to reach truth which is universal . 2 One of the chief 

1 Partisan Review (Spring 1955), p. 170. 

2 ‘By Universal History I understand that which is distinct from the 
combined history of all countries, which is not a rope of sand, but a continuous 
development, and is not a burden on the memory, but an illumination of the 
soul. It moves in a succession to which the nations are subsidiary. Their story 
will be told, not for their own sake, but in reference and subordination to a 
higher series, according to the time and degree in which they contribute to the 
common fortunes of Mankind.' 

Lord Acton—A letter to the contributors to the Cambridge 
Modern History, dated March 12, 1898. 
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features of philosophical thought today is the growing univer¬ 
sality of outlook. Even Western thinkers are slowly giving up 
their provincial outlook and are admitting that thinkers outside 
their cultural traditions have grappled with the central 
problems of philosophy and a study of their writings may be 
helpful to students of philosophy. 

In Bunyan’s story there is the house of the interpreter 
which is always kept open. No one understands the mission 
of the life of the mind in our time who does not wish to have 
some part in keeping open a house of the interpreter between 
East and West. Since our ideals and destinies are largely the 
same, it is essential that mutual acquaintance should grow. 
To the creative interpreters are confided the hopes of a 
better world. 

The truth which claims to be universal requires to be 
continually re-created. It cannot be something already possessed 
that only needs to be re-transmitted. In every generation, it has 
to be renewed . 1 Otherwise it tends to become dogma which 
soothes us and induces complacency but does not encourage the 
supreme personal adventure. Tradition should be a principle 
not of conservatism but of growth and regeneration. We cannot 
keep the rays of the sun while we put out the sun itself. Petrified 
tradition is a disease from which societies seldom recover. 
By the free use of reason and experience we appropriate truth 
and keep tradition in a continuous process of evolution. If it is to 
have a hold on people's minds, it must reckon with the vast 
reorientation of thought that has taken place. By reintrepreting 
the past afresh, each generation stamps it with something of 
its own problems and preoccupations. 

Every age emphasises that particular point of view which is 
most consonant with its own prejudices. Fifty years ago the main 
issues which dominated schools of philosophy were those con¬ 
nected with religion, faith and doubt, the relation of philosophy 
and theology. Today new intellectual interests have arisen . 2 
Philosophy is no more ‘a science of things transcendental' but 

1 Cf. M. Loisy: 'I am of the religion that is in the making and I am quite 
willing not to belong to the one that is dying.' 

2 See Professor Gilbert Ryle's Introduction to The Revolution in Philosophy 
(1956), p. 4. 
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has become scientific and secular in its outlook. It has become 
an arid professionalism made only for the philosophers. 'We 
know too much and are convinced of too little/ Many people 
have no kind of contact with any form of religion or its modes of 
thought. Even in countries where church attendance has 
increased, there has not been any growth of religious feeling. 
The majority of people do not see any reason why religion 
should play any part in their lives. Many of them are not 
actually atheist; fewer still have qualified by sober reflection to 
be called agnostic. They have grown up outside any kind of 
religious organisation and are simply ignorant of the terms and 
meaning of religion, though they profess a creed which they 
have adopted from habit or because of the social advantages it 
brings them or merely for the sake of good form and con¬ 
venience. For them the creative fire has departed from religion. 
We cannot say that they adopt a materialist creed and believe 
that somehow through science and technology mankind can be 
perfected. Perhaps a few leaders may adopt this creed but the 
vast majority live from day to day with a hope that does not 
extend far beyond the immediate future. We live in an age of 
hectic hurry, of deafening noise where we have no time or 
inclination for anything beyond the passing hour. True life 
grows from inside. It is in the inner solitude that a seeker finds 
his solace; yet our modern life is unwilling to grant us this 
privilege. Not all of us, however, are defrauded of this right and 
if there is to be a creative movement some of us at least have to 
reflect on the hopes and disillusionments of the people. The 
unrest of the people is due to the thwarted desire for religion. 1 
Man is a religious animal. He is prepared to worship anything 
and many systems compete for his spiritual suffrage, fragmentary 
faiths, unaesthetic arts, and attractive panaceas. If he cuts 
himself away from his spiritual dimension, it is an act of perfidy, 
of alienation from his own nature. We do not realise that 
religion, if real, implies a complete revolution, a total over¬ 
coming of our unregenerate nature, the death of the old man 

1 Dr. C. G, Jung in his Modern Man in Search of a Soul (1933) writes of his 
middle-aged patients: ‘Every one of them fell ill because he had lost that 
which the living religions of every age have given to their followers, and none 
of them has been really healed who did not regain his religious outlook/ 

A* 



10 


The Brahma Sutra 


and the birth of the new. 1 Man's nature is transformed or reformed 
to a pattern of excellence, because his being is pervaded by 
the power of truth. 

Unfortunately, philosophy today is detached and specialised 
and is not aware of the peril to the human spirit. It does not 
seem to realise its responsibility for the time in which it is set. 
Even those who have a religious allegiance do not seem to 
feel a religious responsibility. 

Plato once remarked that when the modes of music change, 
the walls of the city are shaken. A change in our philosophy of 
life is the first symptom of instability that will presently 
manifest itself in material, political and economic ways leading 
to the shaking of walls. Though India has impressive achieve¬ 
ments to her credit in art and architecture, literature and 
morals, science and medicine, all these derive their inspiration 
from philosophy as love of wisdom or the life of spirit. Its aim is 
to produce not wise Hindus or Christians but wise men. If the 
spiritual orientation of the country is undermined or disturbed, 
the nature of the civilisation will change. 

The contemporary situation is a challenge to the philosopher 
of religion. Distances have so shrunk in the modern world that 
not only people but ideas travel fast. The great religions of the 
world are interconnected. They face the same dangers and 
difficulties. That which threatens one will sooner or later 
endanger another. We have to develop a scheme of life which is 
at once rational, ethical and spiritual. It will not be wise to look 
upon ancestral wisdom as infallible. It may be liable to error even 
as contemporary fashions are. We have to find out what is vital 
in it. Many centuries ago Cicero said that there is nothing so 
foolish and so vain which has not been said by some philosopher. 

In India the threefold canon of religion, prasthana-traya , 
consists of the Upanisads, the Bhagavadgttd and the Brahma 
Sutra . These texts are not only bound up with an historic past but 
are also a living force in the present. The problems which they 
raise and attempt to solve are not dissimilar to those which 

1 The answer to Nicodemus's question whether a spiritual rebirth is possible 
is in John iii. 7-8: ‘Marvel not that I have said unto thee, ye must be born again. 
The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but 
canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth; so is everyone that is 
born of the Spirit.' 
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Preface 

engage thinkers in other parts of the world. I have written on 
the Upanisads and the Bhagavadgitd and this study of the 
Brahma Sutra may be a small contribution to the development 
of solidarity in thought to which the modern world is committed. 
While taking note of the traditional interpretations, I have also 
in mind the problems of our age. It is my endeavour to present 
a reasoned faith which deals justly with the old Indian tradition 
and the demands of modern thought. A commentator has ample 
scope to explain the Brahma Sutra in relation to the religious 
milieu he represents. His purpose should be not simply to 
interpret the Brahma Sutra but re-establish it in the minds and 
hearts of the people and restore the unity of religion and 
philosophy. 

The classics should be not only guardians of the past but 
heralds of the future. They are dead if they are mechanically 
and unthinkingly accepted. They are alive if each generation 
consciously decides to receive them. Any system of thought 
should satisfy two basic requirements; it should state the truth 
and interpret it for each new generation. It must move back and 
forth between these two poles, the eternal and the temporal. 
Truth is expressed in a human language formed by human 
thinking. The consciousness of this leads to a continual 
clarifying and fuller understanding of the truths. The author of 
the Brahma Sutra deals with the problems raised by his 
contemporaries with their views on cosmology but these dated 
answers are not the essentials of its teaching. We may not 
accept the scientific thought of those days, but the suggestions 
about the ultimate questions of philosophy and religion which 
they set forth with philosophic depth and emancipation from 
the transient preoccupations of the current hour are of value to 
us even today. 

While the Brahma Sutra represents intellectual effort spread 
over generations, it has also become the starting point of 
intense reflection. Commentaries and independent treatises have 
been produced from early times and there does not seem to be 
any slackening of effort even today. 

In this book I have followed principally Samkara’s com¬ 
mentary which is accepted generally by others except in those 
places where doctrinal differences are indicated. In stating the 
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views of the commentators I have omitted the minor details 
which have no direct bearing on the general interpretation. I 
have avoided scholastic discussions found in the commentaries 
since they are not of much contemporary interest. 

Since the Upanisads, the Bhagavadglta, and the Brahma 
Siltra are said to have unity of purpose and meaning aikdrthya, 
I have indicated what, to my mind, is this general purport. M v 
views are based on experience, authority and reflection. The 
commentator himself is a product of his times. He looks at the 
past from his own point of view. Just as each individual 
strives to organise his memory, we have to organise our past. 
Our picture of the march of centuries determines our attitude 
and outlook. Though the conditions of modern life have become 
different and are in some ways better, we cannot say that we 
are superior to the ancients in spiritual depth or moral strength 
to grapple with difficulties. It is possible that some may think 
that my method of treatment is inadequate and imperfect. But 
whatever the shortcomings may be, it is not, I hope, lacking in 
great respect for the traditional interpretations. 

The Bibliography is by no means exhaustive but I hope it will 
provide a sufficient guide to the student. 

I am indebted to Professor Siddhesvar Bhattacarya of 
Visva-hhdrati for his kindness in reading the proofs and making 
many valuable suggestions. Mr. V. Y. Kulkarni of the Sahitya 
Akademi, New Delhi, very kindly prepared the Index. 


New Delhi, 1959. 


S. R. 
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The Vedas 

The Vedas have remained for centuries the highest religious 
authority for all sections of the Hindus. There are four Vedas f 
Rg t Yajus, Sama and Atharvan. Each of them has four sections 
— samhita} or collection of hymns addressed to the different 
deities; Brdhmanas, which describe sacrificial ceremonies and 
discuss their value; Aranyakas , forest treatises which dispense 
with elaborate sacrifices but prescribe meditations on symbols; 
and the Upanisads , which deal with the path of knowledge, 
jndna , rather than with the path of work, karma . In early 
times they were not written down but were handed down from 
preceptor to pupil. They were literally heard by the pupils and 
are called Sruti* 

Sruti and Smrti 

The authoritativeness of the Vedas in regard to the matters 
stated in them is independent and direct, just as the light of the 
sun is the direct means of our knowledge of form and colour; 
the authoritativeness of personal views, on the other hand, is of 
an altogether different kind since it depends on the validity of the 
sruti and is mediated by a chain of teachers and tradition. 3 

The Vedas are the authoritative utterances of inspired seers 
claiming contact with transcendental truth. They are the 
statements of their metaphysical experience. Smrti will have to 
reckon with the Sruti and should be consistent with it. 

Sruti has no authority in the realm of the perceptible. It is 
the source of knowledge in matters transcending sense- 
experience. 4 

1 sam: together; hita : put. a Pan ini III. 3. 94. 

* vedasya hi nirapek$atn svarthe pramatiyam raver iva rupa-vi$aye ; 
purusa-vacasam tu mulantarapeksam vakir-smrti-vyavahitam ceti viprakarsah. 
6 .B. II. I. I. 

4 irutU ca no atlndriya-visaye vijfidnotpattau nimittam: 

6. on T.U.; cp. also 6.B.G. XVIII. 66. 
pratyaksadi-pramatidnupalabdhe hi vi§aye frutefy 
prdtnanyam na pratyaksddi-vi$aye. 
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Darsana 

A system of thought is called a darsana 1 from the root drs, to 
see. 2 It is a vision of truth. The Upanisads which relate these 
visions or experiences use the language of meditation, samddhi- 
bhdsd . It is difficult to express the truths of experience through 
logical propositions, for the most appropriate response to the 
spiritual experience is silence or poetry. Every utterance is a 
weak attempt to deal justly with the mystery, the meaning 
which has been attained. A great deal of passion and ingenuity 
has been .spent on the task of resolving contradictions and 
reconciling seemingly conflicting statements. The conclusions of 
the past are brought into agreement with the findings of the 
present. The scholastic developments are also called darianas . 

Astika and Ndstika 

Systems of thought are distinguished into astika and ndstika . 
The former or the orthodox schools are six in number, Sdthkhya , 
Yoga , Vedanta , M imams a, Nydya and Vaisesika. They all 
accept the authority of the Vedas. The ndstika or the un¬ 
orthodox systems do not regard the Vedas as infallible. It is said 
that the ndstikas are the deniers of a world beyond the present. 
Commenting on Pdnini , 3 Patanjali makes out that astika is one 
who thinks that it exists and ndstika one who thinks that it does 
not exist. Jayaditya makes out that an astika is one who believes 
in the existence of the other world, a ndstika is one who does not 
believe in its existence and a distika is one who believes only in 
what can be logically demonstrated. 4 Manu bolds that he who 
repudiates Vedic doctrines is a ndstika. 6 

1 VaUesika Sutra IX. 2. 13. 

2 Specalari, from which the word speculation is derived, means looking at 
something. It is not creation or construction but vision or insight. The 
Buddhists refer to views as ditthi, or Sanskrit drsti derived from the same root 
drs. Haribhadra in his Sad-darsana-samuccaya (fifth century a.d.) and Madhava 
(fourteenth century) in his Sarva-dartana-samgraha use dar&ana for a system of 
thought. 

8 IV. 4. 60. asti-ndsti-distam matiii. This suggests that the astika is one who 
believes in the other world, the ndstika is one who does not believe in the other 
world, while the disfika is a fatalist. 

4 para-lokah astiti yasya matir asti sa dstikah; tad-viparito ndstikafr; 
pramdndnupatini yasya matilt sa disfikah. Kdtika on Pacini IV. 4. 60. Cp. 
^ariditya U.: *dstikyam ndma vedokta-dharmadharmesu vibvdsab.' 

6 Veda-nindaka II. 11. 
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Moksa-sdstra 

Every system of philosophy is a moksa-sdstra and teaches the 
way to release from samsara or bondage to time. The nature of 
release has been variously conceived, insensibility, dissolution, 
isolation, life in God. Negatively all these views are agreed that 
release is from time; positively the accounts differ. They are all 
united that ignorance, avidyd , is the cause of bondage; 
knowledge, enlightenment, vidya , jhana , lead to release. 
Avidyd is not intellectual ignorance but spiritual blindness. 

Mimamsd 

We are told that the Scriptures are endless, the knowledge to 
be derived from them is immense but the time is little and the 
obstacles are many. So we have to choose the essential Scriptures 
and study them even as the swan takes in only the milk which 
is mixed with water. 1 

The task of reconciling the different Vedic texts, indicating 
their mutual relations, is assigned to a sdstra called the Mimamsd 
which means investigation or inquiry. In the orthodox Hindu 
tradition, Mxmdmsd is divided into two systems, the Pilrva- 
mvmdmsd by Jaimini which is concerned with the correct 
interpretation of the Vedic ritual and Uttar’a-mimdmsd by 
Badarayana which is called Brahma-mxmdmsd or Sdrxraka- 
mxmdmsd which deals chiefly with the nature of Brahman , the 
status of the world and the individual self. Since it attempts to 
determine the exact nature of these entities it is also called 
nirndyaka-idsira. 

The Brahma Sutra is the exposition of the philosophy of the 
Upanisads. It is an attempt to systematise the various strands 
of the Upanisads which form the background of the orthodox 
systems of thought. It is also called Uttara-mimdmsd or the 
mimamsd or the investigation of the later part of the Vedas , as 
distinguished from the mimamsd of the earlier part of the Vedas 
and the Brdhmanas which deal with ritual or karma-kdnda. All 
the commentators on the Brahma Sutra agree that the Brahma 
Sutra was intended to be a summary of the teaching of the 

1 ananta-iastram bahu veditavyam alpah ca kdlo bahavah ca vighndh 
yat sara-bhutam tad updsitavyam hariiso yathd kslram ivambu-miiiram. 
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Upanisads, The Brahma Sutra is also called the Vedanta Sutra 1 
or Sdnraka Sutra . 2 It takes into account the systems of thought 
known at that time. 

Date and Author 

The author of the Brahma Sutra is BadarSyana. 3 4 It may be 
assumed that the Purva-mTmdmsd, dealing as it does with 
ritual, arose at a very early period. Even in the Brdhmana 
literature, we find mention of the word mimdmsd in connection 
with the discussions of contested points of ritual. As the Uttara- 
mtmamsd deals not with practice but with knowledge, and is 
concerned with the later parts of Vedic literature, it may have 
been formulated a little later than the Purva-mTmdmsa. There 
are cross-references to Jaimini and Badarayana in the Purva- 
mTmdmsd Sutra and the Brahma Sutra* 

Since B.S. refers to almost all other Indian systems, its date 
cannot be very early. It was composed about the second 
century B.c . 5 There have been several attempts to represent the 
teaching of the Upanisads in a consistent way and Badarayana 
in his Sutra gives us the results of these attempts. The references 
to the views of earlier teachers 6 show how the author took into 
account other efforts at interpretation extending over many 
generations and summarised them. The ancient teachers quoted 


1 The Vedanta philosophy takes its stand on the Upanisads , the B.G. and the 
B.S. The Upanisads are hruti, a part of the Veda, the B.G. is smrti. It is a part 
of the M.B. As smrti it supports sruti, and clarifies its meaning. 

* The body is karlra, what resides in it is the Sdrlraka, the self. Ratna - 
prabhd, a commentary on S.B., holds that the B.S. is called Sdrlraka as it deals 
with the Brahman-hood of the individual soul: Sdrlrako jlvas tasya brahmatva- 
vicaro mlmamsa. Baladeva adopts a different view. Brahman is embodied 
Marita since the whole universe is the body of the Lord. 

3 He is sometimes said to be Vyasa, literally the arranger. He is said to have 
arranged the Vedas in their present form. Cp. B.G. X. 37. 'of the sages I am 
Vyasa*. 

4 According to Sahara, Badarayana was respected by Jaimini who quotes 
him in support of his view of the self-evident character of knowledge. It is 
generally believed that Badarayana was the teacher and Jaimini the pupil. 

5 Jacobi thinks that the B.S. was composed sometime between a.d. 200 
and 450. See Journal of the American Oriental Society XXXI, p. 29. 

6 Atreya III. 4. 44. Ka^akrtsna I. 4. 22. 

A§marathya I. 2. 29; I. 4. 20. Jaimini I. 2. 28, 31; I. 3. 31. 

Au<jlulomi I. 4. 21; III. 4. 45; IV. 4. 6. Badari I. 2. 30. 

Kar§najini III. 1. 9. Badarayana I. 3. 26; I, 3. 33. 
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by Badarayana seem to have entertained different views on 
important points of doctrine. B.S. states the teaching of the 
Veda according to Badarayana and defends the interpretation 
adopted. 

Sutra 

The sutra style which aims at clarity and conciseness is 
adopted in all the philosophical systems as also in works on 
other subjects like domestic ceremonies, grammar and metres. 
It tries to avoid unnecessary repetitions. A sutra is so called 
because it suggests wide meaning. 1 It should be concise, 
indicative of its purport, (composed) of few letters and words, 
in every way meaningful. Such are what the wise ones called 
stltras or aphorisms. 2 In the anxiety for economy of w'ords which 
is carried to an excess the sutras are not intelligible without a 
commentary. They are packed with meaning which is inex¬ 
haustible. They are like shorthand notes of the teaching of the 
preceptor to the pupils. The B.S. strings together the Vedanta 
texts like flowers. 3 In determining the purport of a sutra, the 
commentators adopt the principles formulated in the well- 
known verse: 

that the beginning, the end, the repetition, the novelty, the 
objective, the glorifications and the argument—which are 
the canons for determining the purport. 4 

Contents of the Brahma Sutra 

The B.S. has four chapters or adhydyas and each of them 
is divided into four padas or parts. Each of these pddas is 
subdivided into adhikaranas or sections made up of sutras or 

1 Madhva on I. i. i. Sutra is a thread, a string. Cp. Latin sutilra, English 
suture, bahvartha-sticanat. Bhamatl I. i. i. 

2 laghuni sucitdrthdni svalpaksara-padani ca 
sarvatab sara-bhutani sutrdny ahur manlfiqab* 

Cp. also alpdksaram asandigdham suravat visvatomukham 
astobham anavadyam ca sutram sutra-vido vidufr. 

* vedanta-vakya-kusuma-grathanarthatvat sutrdndm. §.B. I. i. 2. 

4 upakramopasamhardv abhydso ’purvatd phalam 
artha-vadopapattl ca lingam tatparya-nirnaye. 

Madhva quotes it in his commentary on I. i. 4. as from Brhat-samhita. See 
also 6rlkaiitha on I. 1. 4. 
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aphoristic statements. The number of sutras in each adhikarana 
varies with the nature of the topic dealt therein. Each section 
according to the commentators deals with a specific point, 
criticises the views of others and commends its own. The 
commentary is a reasoned statement of objections, purva-paksa , 
and answers, uttara-paksa or siddhdnta . According to the Piirva- 
mtmamsd , every section or adhikarana has five factors: 
(1) visaya, subject-matter, (2) visaya, doubt or uncertainty, 
(3) purva-paksa or the prima facie view, statement of an 
objection, (4) siddhdnta or established conclusion or the final 
truth of an argument, (5) samgati or connection between the 
different sections. If an adhikarana has more than one sutra, the 
first is the chief, mukhya , and the others are subordinate, guna, 
to it. The commentators, in spite of their different philosophical 
allegiances, do not vary much with regard to the arrangement of 
the topics or the meaning of the sutras or the reference to the 
sources or texts intended, the visaya-vdkyas. 

The first chapter deals with samanvaya. It attempts to offer 
a coherent interpretation of the different texts of the Upanisads . 
We cannot be content with disconnected scraps of knowledge. 
Our science, our philosophy and our religion must become 
integral parts of a general pattern of thought. The method of 
reconciliation requires today to be extended to the living faiths 
of the world. The second chapter deals with avirodha and shows 
that the interpretation offered in the first chapter is not 
inconsistent with the writings of other sages and views of other 
systems. Even when the sutras were formulated, they reckoned 
with other views and objections from rival schools. Truth 
would not be sought so industriously if it had no rivals to 
contend against. The third chapter deals with sddhand and is 
devoted to an exposition of the means for the realisation 
of Brahman . The fourth deals with phala or the fruit of 
knowledge. 

There are slight variations in the readings of the sutras in B.S. 
Sometimes one sutra is read as two or two as one. Sometimes the 
last word of a sutra is added to the beginning of the next one. 
These variations lead to divergent interpretations. Commenting 
on IV. 3. 7-14, 6. says, ‘Some declare these sutras, which I look 
upon as setting forth the siddhdnta , the final view, to state 
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merely the purva-paksa or the opponent’s view’. Since the 
sutras admit of varied interpretations one can honestly admit 
their validity and still pursue one’s own independent line of 
reflection. The acceptance of the sutras may have a tendency to 
cripple the discovery of new and fruitful methods of approach 
but as a matter of fact it has not been so. 

We have adopted S.'s reading as the standard and noted the 
divergences from it. His numbering of the sutras is adopted. 


chapter 2 

The Commentaries 

Badarayana in the B.S. mentions different interpretations of 
the teaching of the Upanisads. Asmarathya 1 adopts the 
bheddbheda relation. The soul is neither different nor non- 
different from Brahman even as the sparks are neither different 
nor non-different from fire. The relation between the two is not 
one of absolute identity but of cause and effect. The bheddbheda 
theory has received manifold expression among the com¬ 
mentators of the B.S. Bhartr-prapanca, Bhaskara, Yadava- 
prakasa, R., Nimbarka, Vijhana-bhiksu believe in the reality 
of the universe as well as its divine origin, in the distinctiveness 
of individual souls which are treated as centres of divine 
manifestation, moral freedom and responsibility and faith in a 
personal God, in the value of knowledge and love, devotion and 
service as means to the fulfilment of human nature. 

Audulomi 2 holds that the individual soul is altogether 
different from Brahman up to the time of release. The soul is 
merged in Brahman when it obtains release. This view seems to 
be based on C.U. VIII. 12. 3; M.U. III. 2. 8. Bhdmati quotes the 
following from the Pahcardtra agama: ‘Up to the moment of 
reaching emancipation the individual soul and the Highest Self 
are different. But the released soul is no longer different from 
the Highest Self since there is no further cause of difference.’ 

1 1. 2. 29; I. 4. 20. 2 I. 4. 21; III. 4. 45; iv. 4. 6 . 
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The difference or non-difference of the two depends on the 
difference of condition, bondage or release. Audulomi's doctrine 
is known as satya-bheda-vada. 

Kasakrtsna 1 holds that the individual soul is absolutely non- 
different from Brahman. The individual soul and the Highest 
Self are one. It is clear that even before Badarayana composed 
the B.S. there were different views about the teaching of the 
Upani$ads. 

There have been many commentaries on the B.S. though only 
a few have come down to us. 2 Narayana Pandit in his Madhva - 
vijaya-bhava-prakdsika mentions twenty-one commentators who 
preceded Madhva, though only three of them are known to us, 
Bhaskara and R. Many other commentaries were written 
after Madhva’s time, notable among them being those by 
£rikantha, Sripati, Nimbarka, Vallabha, Vijnana-bhiksu and 
Baladeva. The chief systematic interpretations of the Vedanta 
are the Advaita, Visistddvaita, Dvaita, Bheddbheda and 
Suddhadvaita associated with the names of £., R., Madhva, 
Nimbarka and Vallabha. They all follow one or the other of the 
ancient traditions. 5 . is said to have followed Varaha-sahodara- 
vrtti, R. Bodhdyana-vrtti , Madhva Haya-grwa-brahma-vidya and 
Sripati Agastya-vrtti. Many of these commentaries are not in the 
strict sense commentaries but are systematic expositions of 
varying doctrines. 

Even the most original of thinkers do not claim to expound 
a new system of thought but write commentaries on the three 
great works, the Upanisads, the B.G. and the B.S. They use 
all their ingenuity to discover their views in these works or 
modify the views expressed in them or even reinterpret the 
obvious views which they find difficult to maintain. The aim 
of the commentators is to give a coherent interpretation of the 
B.S., taking into account the standards and criticisms of their 
time. They establish the relevancy of the B.S. to their age. 
Indian thinkers, even when they advance new views, do so in 
the name of an old tradition. They have a sense of humility and 
would endorse Hemacandra's statement 

1 I. 4. 22. 

2 Yamunacarya mentions in his Siddhi-traya the names of Taftka, Bhartf- 
prapaftca, Bhartr-mitra, Bhartr-hari, Brahma-datta, and Bhaskara. 
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pramdna-siddhdnta-viruddhatn atra 
yat kincid uktam mati-mdndya-dosdt 
mdtsaryam utsdryya tad drya-cittdh 
prasadam adhdya visodhayantu . 

May the noble-minded scholars, instead of cherishing ill-will, 
kindly correct any errors here committed through dullness of 
intellect in the way of wrong statements and interpretations. 

The B.S. is held in such high esteem that anyone setting forth 
a new system of religious and philosophic thought is at pains to 
show that his views are consistent with the meaning of the B.S. 
The views of the different commentators have been accepted by 
some sections of the people who look upon their teachers as 
infallible and their teachings above doubt and dispute. When 
the different systems claim to represent accurately the meaning 
of the texts, we have to examine them before we accept or 
reject them. 

Bodhayana was perhaps the first commentator but his work 
is not now available. The following commentaries on the B.S. 
will have to be taken note of:— 


(I) s. 

A.D. 788-820 

Nirvisesddvaita 

(2) Bhaskara 

A.D. IOOO 

Bheddbheda 

(3) Yadava Prakasa 

A.D. 1000 

Bheddbheda 

( 4 ) R- 

A.D. II40 

Visistddvaita 

(5) Madhva 

A.D. 1238 

Dvaita 

(6) Nimbarka 

latter half of 



thirteenth cen¬ 



tury A.D. 

Dvaitadvaita 

(7) Srikantha 

a.d. 1270 

Saiva-viiistddvaita 

(8) Sripati 

A.D. 1400 

Bheddbheda tmaka - 



visistddvaita 

(9) Vallabha 

A.D. I 479 “I 544 

Suddhddvaita 

(10) Suka 

A.D .1550 

Bheda-vdda 

(11) Vijnana-bhiksu 

A.D. l 600 

A tma-brahmaihya- 



bheda-vdda 

(12) Baladeva 

A.D. I725 

A cintya-bheddbheda 


On each of these commentaries there are sub-commentaries, 
glosses, etc. 
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A. SAMKARA 

Samkara 

About a.d. 780 Gaudapada wrote a commentary on the 
Mdndukya U. called the Mdndukya-Karikd. His disciple 
Govinda was the teacher of S. (a.d. 788-820). £. is said to be the 
incarnation of Siva on earth. 1 S. was a naisthika-brahma-cdrin 
and his life was spent in exposition, discussion and organisation. 
Four of the mutts he established are well known, Dvaraka in 
the West, Puri in the East, Badri in the North and Srngeri in the 
South. His commentary is well known for its profundity of 
spirit and subtlety of speculation. 2 S. refers to the views of 
another commentator on the B.S. and his followers are of the 
view that this other is the Vrtti-kdra. 

Advaita Veddnta Literature 

S.'s bhdsya on the B.S. was followed by a series of studies. 
Mandana Mi£ra (a.d. 800), when he became converted to 
Advaita Vedanta, assumed the name of Suresvara and wrote his 
famous work Naiskarmya-siddhi. It is an independent work on 
S.B. Anandagiri, a disciple of wrote a commentary on £.B. 
called Nydya-nirnaya and Govindananda wrote another 
commentary called Ratna-prabhd. Vacaspati Mi£ra (a.d. 841) 
wrote a commentary on S.B. called Bhdmait . Amalananda 
(thirteenth century) wrote his Kalpa-taru on it and Appaya 
Diksita (sixteenth century) wrote the Kalpa-tam-parimala on 
the Kalpa-taru. 

Another disciple of 5 ., Padmapada, wrote a commentary on 
S.B. known as Pancapddikd. It deals only with the first four 
sutras . Prakasatman (a.d. 1200) wrote a commentary on 
Panca-pddikd known as Pancapddika-vivarana. Vidyaranya 
wrote Vivarana-prameya-samgraha elaborating the ideas of 
Pahca-pddikd-vivarana. His Jwan-mukti-viveka deals with the 
Advaita doctrine of release or moksa and his Panca-dast is a 
popular treatise on Advaita Vedanta. 

Sarvajnatma-muni’s (a.d. 900) Samksepa-idnraka states the 
main teachings of S.B. Madhusudana Sarasvatl's Advaita-siddhi 

1 sambhor murttt carati bhuvane £amkaracdrya-rupa. 

* Vacaspati praises 6.'s bhdsya as lucid and profound, prasanna-gambhlra. 
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is an important work on Advaita Vedanta. His other works 
include V eddnta-kalpa-latikd and Siddhdnta-bindu. There are 
many other learned treatises developing the logical side of 
Advaita Vedanta. 

Gaudapdda 

Gaudapada’s Mdndukya Karikd may be said to be the first 
formulation of Advaita Vedanta. in his commentary on 
Gaudapdda Karikd gives Gaudapada the credit for developing 
the true meaning of the Ma.U. Gaudapada holds that all 
appearances (dharma) are like the vacuous sky [gaganopama ). 1 
There is no such thing as coming into being. 2 He holds the 
doctrine of ajdtiA Duality is a distinction imposed on the non¬ 
dual [advaita) reality by mdyd. The real does not suffer any 
change. Whatever has a beginning and an end is unreal. 4 The 
one is the unborn, the unmoved, not a thing [avastutva) and 
tranquil (sdntah). Causality is a false idea. So long as we think of 
it we suffer birth and rebirth. When that notion ceases there is 
no samsdra. All things are produced from a relative point of 
view (samvrti). They are produced only apparently, not in 
reality. Dependent existence is not real existence. Gaudapada 
says of Advaita Vedanta that it is pleasing to all, has no dispute 
with anyone, and is not hostile to anyone. 6 

Reason and Experience 

&. attempts to build a spiritual view of life on rational 
foundations. He holds that anyone who adopts any view 
without full inquiry will miss his aim of beatitude and incur 
grievous loss. 6 

£. tries to show that the Upanisad passages could be co¬ 
herently interpreted only on the basis of non-dualism and that 
any other interpretation of the ideas of the Upanisads is open to 

1 IV. 98. 99. 2 iv. 2. 4. * IV. 19. 

4 Cp. ‘How can that which is never in the same state be anything’, Cratylus 
439 E. 

Brahman is kufastha, immobile, unchanging. Amara-koka says: eka-rupa- 
tayd tu yah kdla-vydpl sa kutasthah. 

4 asparka-yogo vai nama sarva-sattva-sukho hitah 
avivddo aviruddhak ca dekitas tam namdmy aham. 

• tatra avicdrya yat hincit pratipadyamano nilikreyasdt pratihanyeta, anartham 
ceyat. S.B. I. 1. 1. 
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objections. It is obvious from S.'s commentaries on the B.S. and 
the Upanisads that he is controverting dualistic interpretations 
of the teaching of the Upanisads . 1 S. says that he is attempting 
the commentary to demonstrate the unity of the Self, 
dtmaikatva. 

A mere intellectual understanding of reality is not enough. 
The end of all knowledge is spiritual realisation, anubha- 
vavasdnam eva vidyd-phalam . 2 Knowledge and renunciation lead 
to the experience of self, svanubhava or dtmdnubhava. This is the 
aim of religion. These experiences are recorded in the Upanisads . 
Reason is employed for the discovery of the real purport of the 
Upanisads. Truth cannot contradict reason and experience. 

Brahman 

Brahman , according to S., is the cause of the origination, 
subsistence and dissolution of the world which is extended in 
names and forms, which consists of many agents and enjoyers: 3 
(1) This world must have been produced as the modification of 
something which is itself unproduced. Brahman is the source and 
if it is produced from something else, we will have anavasthd or 
regressus ad infinitum. (2) The world is so orderly that it could 
not have come forth from a non-intelligent source. Brahman is 
the intelligent source. (3) This Brahman is the immediate 
consciousness (saksin) which shines as the self and also through 
the objects of cognition which the self knows. Even when we 
deny it, we affirm it. 

When we look at the created world, Brahman is viewed as 
Isvara. Brahman, associated with the principle of mayd or 
creative power, is Isvara who is engaged in creating and main¬ 
taining the world. Brahman is at once the material cause 
(upaddna-karana) as well as the efficient cause (nimitta-kdrana) 
of the world. There is no difference between cause and effect. 
Clay is the cause and jugs and jars are the effects. These trans¬ 
formations are appearances of name and shape, ndma-rupa. The 

1 in commenting on C.U. III. 10. 4 refers to an explanation offered by an 
dcdrya, atroktali parihdrah dcaryaifi and Ananda-giri mentions that the dcdrya 
referred to is Dravidacarya. 

2 pratyaksdvagamam cedam phalam, tat-tvam-asity asamsdrydtmatva- 
pratipattau satyam samsdryatmatva vyavftte^. 3 .B. I. 4. 14. 

3 $.B. I. 1. 2. 
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world of experience is not the ultimate reality; it is not 
pdramdrthika , but only empirically true, vyavahdrika. 

In spiritual experience we feel the identity of subject and 
object. In the Sata-slokT it is said that we first have the 
experience of the identity of the Self with Brahman and then the 
experience of the world as Brahman} The Supreme Brahman 
which is one with the inmost Self is pure being, awareness and 
bliss. For £. ultimate reality is pure intelligence, cin-mdtra, 
devoid of all forms. Brahman is devoid of qualities. Whatever 
qualities are conceivable can only be denied of it: eko brahma 
dvitiyo nasti. The differences of knower, known and knowledge 
are imposed on it. When the reality is known, these differences 
which hide the true nature of reality disappear. Scriptures 
describe Brahman as reality, consciousness and infinity, 
satyam, jhdnam, anantam brahma. These are not qualities which 
belong to Brahman but are one with Brahman. They constitute 
the very nature of Brahman. 

£. opens his commentary with the statement of the existence 
of the pure Self free from any impurity as the ultimate truth. 
This is affirmed on the authority of the Upanisads. Our 
experience is based on an identification of the Self with the body, 
the senses, etc. This is the beginningless mdyd. In our waking 
life we identify the Self with many unreal things but in dreamless 
sleep, when we are free from phenomenal notions, the nature of 
our true state as blessedness is partially realised. 2 5 . argues that 
the Self is of the nature of pure consciousness and it is perma¬ 
nent and not momentary. 

Suresvara in Naiskarmya Siddhi says that ignorance of the 
nature of Self is the cause of all unhappiness. 3 The root cause of 
all bondage is present in susupti which leads to dream and 
waking states. When the knowledge of Self arises it is destroyed. 

The Buddhist view that there is no permanent Self cannot 
account for the feeling of self-identity. The Self cannot be 
reduced to a series of passing ideas. On such a view it would be 
impossible to account for the recognition of mental states and 

1 adau brahtnaham asmity anubhava udite khalv idam brahma pa scat. 

* sufuptdkhyam tamo’jUdnam bijam svapna-prabodhayoh svdtma-bodha 
pradagdham sydd bljam dagdham yathdbhavam. 

* atas sarvanartha-hetur dtmdnavabodha eva. I. 8. Cp. also IV. 43. 
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their differences. We cannot say with the Naiyayika that the 
self is the inferred object to which cognitions, feelings and 
volitions belong. The Self is directly and immediately intuited. 
Otherwise we cannot distinguish between experiences which are 
our own and those of others. We do not infer the self as the 
possessor of any experiences but intuit it. The self-revealing 
character belongs to the Self which is one with knowledge. 

The Self is pure consciousness, impersonal, unlimited and 
infinite. In different ways the Advaitin establishes the supreme 
reality of a transcendental principle of pure consciousness, 
which, though always untouched and unattached in its own 
nature, is yet the underlying principle which can explain all 
the facts of our experience. Vidyaranya in his Panca-dast states 
that there is no moment when there is no consciousness whether 
in our awakened states or dreams or in our dreamless condition. 
Even in dreamless sleep there is consciousness for later we 
remember the experience of the dreamless state. The light of 
consciousness is ultimately real. It is self-luminous. It neither 
rises nor sets. 1 The Self is pure bliss. 

The Status of the World 

Brahman is self-luminous, sva-prakdsa; it is not the object of 
any other consciousness. All other things are drsya or objects of 
consciousness, while Brahman is the drastd , the pure con¬ 
sciousness which comprehends all objects. 2 The world of not- 
self, andtma-vastu, derives its meaning from the Self of which it 
becomes an object. Apart from Self or consciousness the world of 
objects is non-existent. Only the Self exists for itself, svdrtha . 
The world of objects exists for another, parartha. The world does 
not exist of itself. It is derived from and dependent on Brahman 

1 nodeti nastamety eka samvid esa svayam-prabha. I. 7. 

2 Cp. Drg-drsya-vivcka I. 

rupam drkyam locanam drk tad drsyam drk tu mdnasam 
drsya dhl-vrttayas saksi drg eva na tu drsyate. 

The form is perceived and the eye is its perceiver. It (the eye) is perceived 
and the mind is its perceiver. The mind with its modifications is perceived and 
the witness is verily the perceiver. But the witness is not perceived (by 
any other). Whatevei is cognised is not-self. The body is not the self for it is 
knowable, like a jar. deho natma drsyatvdt ghatqvat. Whatever is not-self is an 
appearance like shell-silver, brahma-bhinnam sarvam mithya brahma-bhinnatvdt 
sukli-rojatavat. V edanta-paribhdsa, II. 
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and so is less real than Brahman. The relation of consciousness 
and its objects is difficult to explain. It cannot be samyoga or 
contact or samavdya or inherence. Yet consciousness is related 
to objects. We have to accept the facts as given and describe 
them and not try to establish them by logic. 1 S. suggests that the 
world is an appearance due to ignorance and so this appearance 
does not affect the cause in any way, even as a magician is not 
affected by the illusion he creates for others. That Brahman 
appears to be connected with the three conditions of the world 
is as illusory as the appearance of a snake in a rope. 2 This is 
merely to indicate the one-sided dependence of the world on 
Brahman. We cannot say that an illusion is non-existent. 
Something is perceived though it is interpreted wrongly. The 
rope which is perceived as snake is contradicted when the 
perception of snake disappears. But the world does not dis¬ 
appear. When the appearance of the world is said to be anirva- 
cantya, all that is meant is that it is unique. We cannot describe 
it as existent or non-existent. The world is said to be sad-asad - 
vilak$ana and not non-existent. 

The world is sat because it exists for a time; it is asat for it 
does not exist for all time. A thing is said to be true only so long 
as it is not contradicted. Since the world-appearance is found to 
be non-existing at the rise of right knowledge, it is not true. 
Maya is neither sat , being, nor asat, non-being. It is the 
undefinable cause owing to which this world of distinct 
individual existences arises. 

The world is not of the nature of an illusion, prdtibhd§ika, which 
is contradicted by later experiences. The world is not contra¬ 
dicted on the empirical stage. It is vyavahdrika. Our normal 
behaviour is based on the world. We cannot be sure that it will 
not be contradicted at some later stage. What really persists in 
all experience is being, sat and not its forms. This being forms 
the substratum of all objective forms. 3 Being is the basis, 
adhiithana , of all experience. 

Reality is one and the world of many is not real. 5 . regards 

1 durghafatvam avidydyd bhu$anam. Isfa-siddhi I. 140. 

* yatha svayath prasdritayd may ay a mdydvi tri$vapi kalesu na samsprsyate 
avastutvdt . . . mdydmdtvam hy etat yat paramatmano' ’vasthd-traydtmana- 
vabhdsanam rajjvd iva sarpudi-bhaveneti. S.B. II. 1. 9. 

* ekenaiva sarvdnugatena sarvatra sat-pratltify. 

B 
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the world as may a which is wrongly translated as illusion. The 
world is unreal when viewed apart from its basis in the ultimate 
reality or Brahman . When viewed in its relation to Brahman , 
we find that all this is Brahman : sarvam khalv idarn brahma . 
£. sometimes says that the world does not exist in reality and its 
manifestation disappears when the reality is known. The world 
appearance is mdyd . 

The question how mdyd becomes associated with Brahman 
cannot be raised for the association does not begin in time 
either with reference to the cosmos or with reference to the 
individual persons. In fact there is no real association for the 
unchangeable truth is not affected. Mdyd is not a real entity. 
It is only wrong knowledge, avidyd , that makes the appearance. 
It lasts so long as avidyd lasts. It is dissolved when the truth 
is known. Mdyd cannot be said to be either existent or non¬ 
existent, tattvdnyatvdbhydm anirvacamya . Sometimes it is said 
that the world is like a dream or an illusory cognition. It exists 
as it is perceived. It has no other independent existence except 
the fact of its perception. It has Brahman for its basis. The 
concrete appearances are impositions on this unchanging 
reality. They are not the effects of Brahman , for Brahman is 
not the upadana or the material cause of the world of 
objects. 

There are different views on this matter among the followers 
of S. The author of Paddrtha-nirnaya thinks that Brahman and 
mdyd are jointly the cause of the world, Brahman being the 
unchanging cause and mdyd the changing cause. Sarvajnat- 
ma-muni, in his Samksepa-idnraka, thinks that Brahman is the 
material cause through the instrumentality of mdyd. Vacaspati 
MiSra is of the view that the mdyd resting in jwa as associated 
with Brahman produces the world. Sarvajnatma-muni and his 
followers think that pure Brahman should be regarded as the 
causal substance, upadana , of the world. Prakasatman and 
Madhava hold that Brahman in association with mdya t i.e. 
livara , is the cause of the world. 

Vacaspati attempts to interpret the relation in a non- 
dualistic way. Brahman is the ultimate truth underlying the 
world-appearance. The clement of change and diversity is 
due to mdyd . Brahman with avidyd is the upadana or the 
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material cause of the world in which the world is grounded 
and absorbed. 1 

Vacaspati looks upon Brahman as the real vivarta cause and 
mdyd as only saha-kdri , an accessory cause. The author of 
Siddhdnta-muktdvali is of the opinion that the mdya-sakti is 
the real material cause and not Brahman who is beyond cause 
and effect. 2 

Brahman is the vivarta cause and mdyd is the parindma cause. 
If mdyd is regarded as the power or takti of Brahman , the sakti 
and its transformation cannot be regarded as unreal or false, 
so long as the possessor of iakti is regarded as real and absolute. 

The pure Self appears as many individuals and as God 
through the veil of may a. This self which is consciousness and 
bliss according to Vidyaranya is obscured to us by mdyd which 
is described as the power by which is produced the manifold 
world-appearance. This power, iakti, cannot be regarded either 
as absolutely real or as unreal. It is associated only with a part of 
Brahman and not with the whole of it. Through this association 
it transforms itself into various elements and their modifi¬ 
cations. All objects of the world are the products of Brahman 
and mdyd. Mdyd regulates all relations and order of the universe. 
In association with the intelligence of Brahma?i mdyd acts as an 
intelligent power which is responsible for the orderliness of all 
qualities of things and their interrelations. 3 

Vidyaranya compares the world-appearance to a painting, 
where the white canvas stands for the pure Brahman, the white 
poster for the inner controller, antarydmin, the dark colour for 
the dispenser of the crude elements (sutratman) and the 
coloration for the dispenser of the concrete elemental world; 
virat and the figures that are manifested thereon are the living 
beings and other objects of the world. Brahman reflected 
through mdyd assumes various forms and characters. 

Ignorance, avidyd or mdyd , produces the world of appearance. 
It cannot be said to be existent or non-existent, sad-asad - 
anirvacamyd and it ceases when Brahman is known. It is true 
that in our ordinary experience we perceive multiplicity and 

1 avidya-sahita-brahmopadanam jagat brahmatiy evasti tatraiva ca liyate. 
Bhdmatl I. i. 2. 2 Siddhanta-leSa, pp. 12-13. 

8 iaktir asti aisvarl kdcit sarva-vastu niydmikd. PaUcadasi III. 38. 
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the Vedic injunctions imply the existence of plurality. The 
scriptural texts which speak of Brahman as the one and only 
reality have greater validity than those which imply the 
existence of plurality. 

Even according to £., the world is not non-existent; it is not 
absolutely real. Brahman with may a or iakti as its power is the 
cause of the world. The world has a relative, empirical existence. 

The Individual Self 

The jwa is the phenomenal self which feels, suffers and is 
affected by the experiences of the world. The individual self is a 
phenomenon while the truth is Brahman . The world is the play 
of Brahman , his vilasa, his mdyd. It is the expression of the urge 
in Brahman to become many. But the many are not always 
aware of the Supreme immanent in them. They believe in their 
own finiteness and not in the Infinite dwelling in them. Instead 
of recognising themselves to be one with Ultimate Reality, they 
identify themselves with the body, the sense-organs, etc. They 
become agents and enjoyers, accumulate merit and demerit, 
undergo a series of embodied existences. The Lord as the 
dispenser of our destiny allots to each soul the form of embodi¬ 
ment earned by its previous actions. 

At the end of each of the world periods called kalpas t the Lord 
retracts the whole world; the material world is merged in the 
non-distinct prakrti while the individual souls free for the time 
from actual connection with their upddhis or adjuncts lie in deep 
sleep, as it were. But as the consequences of their former deeds 
are not yet exhausted they re-enter embodied existence when 
the Lord sends forth a new world. 

Perfection and the Way to it 

To recognise the highest truth as Brahman is to attain 
release. Meditation, worship, ritual are intended for a lower 
class of aspirants and jhana or wisdom is the path pursued by 
the higher class of aspirants who have no desire for earthly 
prosperity or heavenly joy. The qualifications necessary for a 
man intending to study the Vedanta are:—(1) discriminative 
knowledge of what is eternal and non-eternal, nitydnitya - 
vastu-viveka, (2) disinclination to the enjoyment of the pleasures 



Introduction 


37 

of this world or the next jhamutra-phala-bhoga-viraga, (3) attain¬ 
ment of tranquillity, self-restraint, renunciation, patience, deep 
concentration and faith, sama-damddi-sddhana-sampat , 1 and 
(4) desire for release, mumuksutva . Origen speaks of 'that 
unspeakable longing with which the mind burns to learn the 
design of those things which we perceive to have been made by 
God\ As the eye naturally demands light and colour, as the 
body desires food and drink, so the soul cherishes a natural 
desire to know God's truth and free itself from falsehood. This is 
the passion for liberation. When a person with these qualifi¬ 
cations studies the Upanisads, he will know the identity of self 
and Brahman and be liberated. 

S. holds that the path of work, karma , and the path of wisdom, 
jndna, are intended for different classes of seekers. The two 
cannot be pursued together. 2 Ceremonial piety can only lead to 
new forms of embodied existence. Prosperity is the result of 
religious duty while knowledge of Brahman has release for its 
result and does not depend on any other observance. 3 The 
knowledge of the ever-existent Brahman does not depend on 
human activity. 4 

There are two kinds of release, sadyomukti or instantaneous 
release and krama-mukti or gradual liberation. The former is the 
result of jndna or wisdom, the latter of updsana or worship and 
prayer. While S. is an absolute non-dualist in his metaphysics, he 
had great faith in bhakti or devotion to a personal God. He 
prays to Visva-natha in Kasi: 

ydtrd mayd sarva-gatd hatd te, dhydnena cetah-paratd hatd te 

stutydnayd vdk-paratd hatd te , ksantavyam etat trayam eva 
iambho . 

Forgive me, O Siva, my three great sins. I came on a 

pilgrimage to Kaii forgetting that you are omnipresent; in 

1 6. asks us to give up any complacency and fight against the fall in moral 
standards: 

yato vinasfir mahatl dharmasyatra prajdyatc 
mdndyam samtyajya evatra ddksyam eva samasrayet . 

8 jfidna-karma-samuccaydbhdvali. 

8 abhyudaya-phalam dharma-jndnam taccdnusthdnapeksam; nifyireyasa- 
phalam tu brahma-jndnam, na canutfhdndntardpeksd. S.B. I. i. i. 

4 iha tu bhutam brahma-jijnasyam nitya-vrttatvan na puru§a-vydpdra-tantram. 
Ibid. 
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thinking about you, I forget that you are beyond thought ; in 
praying to you I forget that you are beyond words. 1 

He prays to Visnu: 

satyapi bheddpagame ndtha tavdham na mdmakinas tvam 
sdmudro hi tarangah kvacana samudro na tarangah 

O Lord, even after realising that there is no real difference 
between the individual soul and Brahman I beg to state that I 
am yours and not that you are mine. The wave belongs to the 
ocean and not the ocean to the wave. 

prays to £arada-devl: 

katdkse daydrdram kare jndna-mudrdm kaldbhir vinidram 
kalapaih subhadrdm 

purastrim vinidram purastungabhadrdm bhaje sdraddmbdim 
ajasram mad-ambdm. 

I constantly worship my mother, the idraddmbd, the 
goddess of learning who is soft with compassion in her looks, 
who has the jhana-mudrd in her hand, who is bright with all 
the arts, who is blessed with long flowing hair, who is ever 
watchful, in front of whom flows the Tuiiga-bhadra. 

is said to have composed a prayer to the Buddha: 

dhard-baddha padmdsanasthdmghriyastih 
niyamydnilam nyasta ndsdgra-drstih 
ya aste kale yogindm cakravarti 
sa buddhah prabuddho’stu mac cittavarti . 

While the Absolute is beyond words human nature brings it 
within the limits of its comprehension by making it into a 
personal God. adopts a catholic view with regard to these 
personal conceptions. 

Prayer and worship of the Supreme as Isvara do not lead to 
final release. The devotee gets into brahma-loka where he dwells 
as a distinct individual enjoying great power and knowledge. 

1 Cp. Francis Thomson's words: 

O world invisible, I view thee; 

O world intangible, I touch thee; 

O world unknowable, I know thee; 

Inapprehensible, I clutch thee. 
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When he gains knowledge of Brahman he obtains final release. 
Until the final redemption of all takes place, release can take the 
form of the attainment of the nature of Iivara and not identity 
with Brahman. makes out that the identity with the Higher 
Self is not destruction of the soul; there is no more specific 
cognition or objective knowledge. 1 

B. BHASKARA 

Bhaskara 2 wrote his commentary on the B.S. which is a 
criticism of S.'s mayd-vada. At the very beginning of his com¬ 
mentary he says that he is writing his work to refute those who 
express their own opinions, suppressing the real purport of the 
B.S. 3 He holds that those who adopt the mayd-vada are really 
Buddhist in their outlook. 4 He is of the view that both difference 
and non-difference, bhcda and ablxeda , are real unlike S. who 
argues that only non-difference is real and not difference. The 
bheddbheda-vdda was popular even before S. who criticises it. 
There are references to it in the B.S. 5 

Pramdnas 

Scripture is our guide with regard to the knowledge of 
supersensible objects. Reason must follow scriptural evidence. 6 

Ultimate Reality 

For Bhaskara, Brahman is the supreme reality. He is the 
cause of the universe, material and efficient. 7 Brahman has two 

1 visesa-vijnana-vinasabhiprayam etad vinakdbhidhdnam ndtmocchedabhi- 
prayam . See P.U., p. 200. 

* Udayana in his Nydya-kusumdftjali refers to Bhaskara's commentary on 
the B.S. Bhaskara does not seem to know of R.’s work on the subject. He may 
be assigned to the ninth century a.d. Some hold that he lived from a.d. 
996-1061. 

8 sutrdbhipraya-samvrtyd svabhiprdya-prakd&andt 
vydkhyatam yair idam sastram vydkhyeyam tan-nivrttaye . 

4 vigltam vicchinna-mtilam rnahaycinika-bauddha-gathitam mayd-vddam 

vydvarnayanto lokdn vydmohayanti. I. 4. 25. 6 I. 4. 20-1. 6 I. 1. 4. 

7 This is the view of the Pancardtras who look upon Vasudeva as both the 
material and the efficient cause of the world and so he does not find anything 
to criticise in their doctrine. 

Vasudeva eva upaddna-kdranam jagato nimitta-kdraiiarh ceti te many ante ... tad 
etat sarvam truli-prasiddham eva tasmdn natra nirakaranlyampakyamah . 11.2.41. 
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forms, the causal, kdrana-rupa , and the effect, kdrya-rupa . 1 It is 
one as cause and multiple as effect even as gold is one as gold 
and many as bracelets. 2 The causal form is the original, natural 
form while the effect form is due to limiting adjuncts, upddhis, 
and so is adventitious, dgantuka. But the latter is also real. £. 
argues that when clay is known all objects made of clay are 
known because they are all modifications, vikdra , mere ex¬ 
pressions of speech, vdcdrambhanam , mere names, namadheyam, 
without any real basis. 3 Bhaskara does not agree with this 
interpretation. Cause and effect cannot be identical. The effect 
world is the basis of our experience and conduct. The effects are 
the modifications of the cause itself. Only they come and go, they 
are transitory whereas the cause is permanent as the ground of 
all the modifications. The effect is a statement of the cause and 
so is both identical with the cause and different from it. 4 The 
difference between what is svdbhdvika or natural and what is 
aupadhika or adventitious is not a difference between what is 
real and what is unreal. It is a difference between what is real 
for ever, nitya , and what is real for a time, anitya. While £. 
identifies the real with the permanent, Bhaskara holds that a 
real object need not be permanent. 

If it is said that the knowledge of duality is false because the 
person who hears the dualist texts of the Scriptures is under the 
influence of avidyd , his knowledge of non-duality is also false, 
since in reading the non-dualist texts of the Scriptures he is 
under the influence of avidyd . The account of avidyd as indes¬ 
cribable cannot be accepted for it is the very basis of our world 
of practical behaviour. 5 

The fact of difference is, for Bhaskara, a matter of direct 
experience 6 and cannot be dismissed as unreal. That difference 
and non-difference coexist is a fact of experience. A cow is 
different from a horse but it is not different from it in so far as it 

1 tat karanatmana karydtmand dvi-r&petia avasthitam. I. 1. 4. 

* ato bhinnabhinna-svarupam brahmeti sthitam. I. 1.4. 

3 C.U. VI. 1. 1. Bhamatl says that clay alone is real and the objects made of 
clay do not exist at all. vacd kevalam drabhyate vikara-jdtam na tu tattvato'sti 
yato ndmadheya-mdtram etat . . . vastu-iunyo vikalpa iti. II. 2. 14. 

4 II. i. 14. 

8 yasyafy kdryam idam krtsnam vyavaharaya kalpate 
nirvaktum sa na sakyeti vacanam vacanarthakam. 

8 bheda-jndnam api jnanam eva. II. 1. 14. 
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is an existent animal. Unity and multiplicity are both real and 
coexist. If avidyd is beginningless and endless there can be no 
liberation. To say that it is both existent and non-existent 
involves us in contradiction. A non-existent entity cannot bring 
bondage. If it is existent, Brahman has a second to it. 

Sundara-bhatta, one of the followers of Nimbarka, refers to 
Bhaskara as the upholder of the aupddhika-bheddbheda-vdda 
while Nimbarka supports svabhdvika-bheddbheda-vdda. When 
Brahman manifests himself in the effects, he does not himself 
become the universe. He remains unchanged in his nature even 
as a spider remains unchanged though weaving its web out of 
itself. Creation means the manifestation of Brahman s powers by 
which he produces the world of the enjoyed ( bhogya ) and the 
enjoyers {bhoktr). It is the powers of Brahman that are modified 
but he remains unchanged in his own purity, even as the sun 
sends out his rays and collects them back, without forfeiting his 
nature. 1 

According to Bhaskara, Brahman has a twofold power known 
as jiva-parindma, transformation as the individual soul, and 
acetana-parinama or transformation as matter. The first is 
the bhoktr-sakti, the power as the enjoyer, and the second 
bhogya-sakti or the power as the enjoyed. The Absolute puts on a 
multiplicity of names and forms in srsti or creation as subjects 
and objects of experience and withdraws it in the state of 
pralaya or dissolution. Brahma springs from Brahman s 
creative power and is the totality of selves. He is the first-born 
who manifests himself as a variety of conscious and non- 
conscious beings according to the moral needs of the individual 
souls. The universe is grounded in the nature of the Absolute. 
Brahman's immanence in the created effects is not his actual 
transformation into the effects. It is only his abiding within the 
universe and in the hearts of men as their inner controller. He is 
not affected by the defects of the world. The world is the 
expression of Brahman. While Brahman is manifested in the 
world there is also the formless Brahman which is transcendent 
to the world, nis-prapahca . 

In the causal state, Brahman and the universe are one; in the 
effect state, Brahman and the universe are different. In the 
1 See II. 1. 27; I. 4. 25. 
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state of samsara, on account of the limiting adjuncts of the body, 
the sense-organs, etc., the soul is different from Brahman. Like 
the infinite space that is enclosed in jars, the unconditioned 
Brahman on account of the adjuncts exists as the individual 
soul. In the condition of release when the adjuncts fall away, the 
soul becomes identical with Brahman. In the causal state, 
Brahman is free from all distinctions. He has no internal 
differences for his powers remain merged in him even as salt in 
the sea. His qualities like knowledge and the rest are non- 
different from him even as heat, which is the quality of fire, is 
non-different from fire. 1 

Brahman is pure being, sal-laksana , and pure knowledge, 
bodha-laksana ; yet he is a knower possessing knowledge as his 
quality. He is omniscient, sarvajha, and omnipotent, sarva- 
saktiman. He has also other qualities, such as freedom from 
fear, freedom from sin. Though Brahman is characterised as sat , 
being, cit, consciousness, and ananda, bliss, these do not refer to 
different entities. They are qualities of Brahman which is the 
substance possessing the qualities. No substance can remain 
without its qualities and no qualities can remain without their 
substance. 2 A substance does not become different by reason of 
its qualities. 3 

The universe has Brahman for its essence but Brahman has 
not the universe for his essence. The universe has no existence 
apart from Brahman but Brahman is not exhausted by the 
universe. He has many other aspects beyond the universe. 
Bhaskara rejects the theory of the four vyuhas. 

The Individual Soul 

The individual soul is knowledge by nature, a knower, an 
enjoyer and an active agent. It is atomic in size. We have an 
infinite number of souls. The qualities of the soul are not natural 
and are due to limiting adjuncts, upadhis. They last only so long 
as the limiting adjuncts last. The qualities of the soul are not 
natural for then the soul would always continue in samsara on 
account of action and enjoyment. The soul is an agent when it 

1 hi. 2. 23. 

2 na hi guna-rahitam dravyam asti, na dravya-rahito gunah. III. 2. 23. 

3 na dharma-dharmi-bhedena svarupa-bheda iti. III. 2. 23. 
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has body, sense-organs, etc.; when these disappear the soul is no 
longer an agent. The atomicity of the soul is also aupddhika or 
adventitious for Brahman is all-pervading by nature and the 
soul is non-different from Brahman d The soul's knowledge and 
its quality as knower are not aupddhika for Brahman himself is 
knowledge and knower. The individual soul is different and 
non-different from Brahman during the state of samsdra; it is 
non-different from Brahman in the state of release. The non¬ 
difference of the soul from Brahman is natural, svdbhdvika , real 
and lasting; the difference from Brahman is aupddhika , real but 
not lasting. Bhaskara criticises Audulomi's view that the soul is 
absolutely different, atyanta-bhinna, from Brahman during the 
state of bondage. 2 The upddhi or the limiting adjunct cannot 
make the individual soul absolutely different from Brahman 
even as the spark is not absolutely different from the fire or the 
ether in the jar is not absolutely different from the universal 
ether, or as the waves are not absolutely different from the 
ocean. The soul is only different and non-different, bhinn - 
dbhinna . During the state of mundane existence the individual 
soul as a part and an effect of Brahman is non-different from 
Brahman; at the same time it is different from Brahman because 
of the upddhi or the limiting adjunct which separates it from 
Brahman. Upddhis are not false or illusory. 3 The upddhis are 
beginningless; they are buddhi , the internal organ, and their 
qualities, attachment based on self-sense. So long as the 
individual soul is under the influence of avidyd and regards 
itself as absolutely different from Brahman , it acts in a selfish 
spirit, identifying itself with the upddhis , body, senses, internal 
organ, buddhi . 4 So long as this relation to upddhis exists, the 
agency of the soul is real. 

Brahman is not something to be produced, utpadya, but 
something to be obtained, apya . When the upddhis are removed, 
the soul becomes one with Brahman , omniscient, omnipotent and 
all-pervading. Liberation is not a state of pure consciousness 

1 jlva-pavayoh ca svabhavikaJk abhedah aupadhikas tu bhedah; sa tan-nivrttau 
nivartate. IV. 4. 4. 2 I. 4. 20. 

* na caupddhikam kartrtvam apdramarthikam. II. 3. 40. 

4 ydvad ayam atma kevalena dvaita-darkanena samsarati tdvat-halabhavl 
buddhyddy-upddhi-yogafy. II. 3. 20. Cp. also: dehddisu viparlta-pratipattih 
brahma-svartipapratipattU ca avidyd. IV. 1. 1. 
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but of bliss also, for a state of pure consciousness is not much 
different from a state of pure unconsciousness. 1 Liberation is 
not the result of the removal of avidya; it is the attainment of 
something new. The individual soul becomes absolutely 
identical with Brahman. It is omniscient, omnipotent and one 
with all souls as God himself. 2 

Nature of Release 

Bhaskara does not admit the conception of pvan-mukti. 
Salvation can be attained only after the destruction of the 
earthly body. Bhaskara adopts the distinction between sadyo - 
mukti or immediate release and krama-mukti or gradual release. 
If we meditate on the Supreme Brahman we become one with it 
and become free at once. This is immediate release. If we 
meditate on the Kdrya Brahman or Hiranya-garbha , we get to 
his world and having attained supreme knowledge in that world, 
we attain to Supreme Brahman , along with Hiranya-garbha , on 
the dissolution of this world. This is gradual release. When we 
are in the world of Hiranya-garbha , we remain distinct from 
Brahman and do not have the power of creating, maintaining 
and destroying the world. The liberated soul may or may not 
assume a body as it chooses. 3 

By mere knowledge of texts we cannot attain liberation. 4 
When knowledge is combined with work, realisation arises. To 
attain liberation we must act in the world with knowledge. Mere 
actions are useless but they become fruitful when they are 
combined with knowledge. 5 The B.S. is to be studied after the 
performance of the duties enjoined in the Purva-mimdrnsa- 
sutra. In this view Bhaskara follows Upavarsdcdrya whom 
he calls the founder of the school, hdstra-sampraddya-pravartaka. 6 
Bhaskara adopts jhana-karma-samuccaya-vdda , the co-ordina¬ 
tion of knowledge and action. 7 The proper performance of daily 

1 mukto pasdna-kalpo *vatisfhate . IV. 4. 7. 

2 muktah kdrariatmanam praptah tadvad eva sarvajnaj} sarva-taktih. IV. 4. 7. 

3 IV. 4. 12. 

4 vdkyartha-jnana-matvdn na sdmsdrika-nivrtti-bhdvo’ v agamy ate . 

6 atra hi jfidna-karma-samuccaydt moksa-praptify. 

6 I. i. 1; II. 2. 27. Cp. also dtma-jUdnddhikrtasya karmabhir vind apavargdnu- 
papatter jndnen- karma samucclyate. I. 1. 4. 

7 See C.U. II. 23. 1; B.TJ. IV. 4. 22; Ha U. 11. 

Abhinava-gupta and Ananda-vardhana adopt this view. 
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and occasional duties removes the traces of past karmas, while 
knowledge of identity with Brahman removes all traces of 
avidyd, passion, attachment, etc. When we desire union with 
the Highest Brahman we reach release; when we desire the 
objects of this world we are subject to bondage. 1 Knowledge 
leads to meditation. We have different forms of meditation on 
Nir-guna Brahman , the formless Brahman , on Sa-guna Brahman 
or the manifested Brahman and on pratikas or symbols. All these 
have limited results while meditation on the Highest Brahman 
leads to release. 

C. YADAVA PRAKASA 

Yadava Prakasa who succeeded Bhaskara made his theory 
more realistic. Sudarsanabhatta in his Srutaprakdsikd says that 
Yadava Prakasa adopts the views attributed to ASmarathya in 
B.S. I. 4. 20 which is said to be one of bhedabheda. He accepts 
brahma-parindma-vada or the theory of the transformation of 
Brahman into the world. The Absolute by its own potential 
energy sakti becomes God and the world of conscious and 
non-conscious objects, cit and acit. Yadava Prakasa postulates 
both difference and non-difference as the essential relation 
between Brahman and the world. He does not recognise any 
fundamental distinction between cit and acit ; acit is only cit in 
an unmanifested state. 2 While Bhaskara believes that the 
individual soul is one with Brahman and the world of matter, 
acit , is both different and non-different from Brahman . Yadava 
Prakasa assigns the same status to both individual souls and 
matter. For him Brahman the Absolute is of the nature of pure 
universal being, sarvatmakam sad-rupam brahma , endowed w f ith 
three distinct powers as consciousness, matter and God. 
Brahman exists as God or Isvara , and individual souls or cit and 
the world or matter, acit . The Absolute is God and the finite 
centres and not God alone. The Absolute is trinitarian. The 
finite world is not unreal but an integral expression of the 
Absolute. Through these powers Brahman passes through 

1 rago hi paramdtma-vi§ayo yaji sa mukti-hetufi visaya-visayo yak sa bandha- 
hetu}}. 

2 yadava-praka hamate sarvam api cetanam eva; tatra ghatddeh caitanyd- 
nabhivyaktimdtram eveti na cid-acid-vibhagafy. Sudarsanacarya’s Tatparya- 
dlpika. 
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Ramanuja 

Ramanuja (a.d. 1017-1127) became an ascetic after he had 
lived a married life for some years. The heads of religious 
centres founded by him are not, however, ascetics. R/s interpre¬ 
tation of the B.S. is influenced by the Bhdgavata doctrines and 
the bhakti cult of the Alvars . The Pahcardtra and the Pdiupata 
systems are mentioned in the M.B. 1 They are referred to in the 
B.S. 2 They are theistic systems which affirm one Supreme 
Personal God Vi$nu , Siva or Sakti. While the Brahman of the 
Upanisads is universal and non-sectarian, 3 the dgamas appeal to 
special classes of worshippers. R. does not draw much on the 
Pahcardtra Agamas but urges that Badarayana does not 
condemn them. 4 It is clear that the BJulgavatas reached a 
considerable degree of importance at the time the B.S. was 
composed. 

We find in R/s system a synthesis of the early prabandha 
literature of the Alvars and the theistic current of the 
Upanisads . R. was greatly influenced by Yamunacarya though 
he sometimes differed from his views. 

Literature 

R/s chief works are Gadya-traya, Sri-bhdsya, a commentary 
on the B.S. based on Bodhdyana-vrtti, 5 Veddrtha-samgraha, 
V eddnta-sdra, Vedanta-dipa, a brief commentary on the B.G., 
and Bhagavad-ardidhana-krama. It is obvious that R/s doctrine 
develops an old and established tradition. He mentions several 
ancient teachers, Tanka, Dramida, Guha-deva, Kapardin, 
Bharuci and quotations from them are to be found in Sri-bhasya 
and V eddrtha-samgraha. Some of these may have preceded S. 
R.B. was commented on among others by SudarSana Suri in his 
Sruta-prakdsikd , by Venkata-natha (or Vedanta DeSika, 

1 £anti-parva: chapter 350, 63-7. * II. 2. 

a Some Upanisads like SvetaSvatara, Atharva-Hkha, Kaivalya, Subdla and 
others are sectarian. 

4 See R.B. II. 2. 40-3. 

6 bhagavad-bodhdyana-krtdm vistirydm brahma-sutra-vrttim piirvdcdrydh 
sameiksipuh. tan-matanusarena sutraksarayi vydkhyayante. The Vrtti-kara of R. 
is sometimes identified with Upavarsa whom mentions in S.B. I. 3. 28; 
III. 3. 53. Vedanta De£ika in his Tattva~\lkd says that Upavarsa is the name of 
Bodhayana. Vrtti-kdrasya bodhayanasyaiva hi upavarsa iti syan ndma. See 
Proceedings of the Third Oriental Conference, Madras 1924. 
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speech and mind. He is devoid of all that is evil and the abode 
of all that is good. He is known by many names, Param-dtman , 
Bhagavan, Vdsudeva, Avyakta, Prakrti, Pradhdna . He is pure 
consciousness and yet is regarded as possessing knowledge as a 
quality. That by which he creates the world is his power, 
£akti} When Brahman resolves to split himself into many he is 
called Sudarsana . God’s sakti exists undifferentiated from him 
as the moonbeam from the moon. The universe is a mani¬ 
festation of God’s power. With this power of God, Visnu-sakti, 
or Laksmi, God is always engaged in creative activity. 1 2 

The Supreme has not only the powers of creation, main¬ 
tenance and destruction but also favour (anugraha) and 
disfavour ( nigraha ). Though he has no unrealised desires and 
is utterly independent, he acts like a king just as he wishes in 
his playful activity. 3 

The jtvas enter into God at the dissolution and remain in a 
potential form in him. They separate out at the time of the new 
creation. The jtva appears as atomic, ignorant and ineffective. 
He performs actions leading to beneficial and harmful results. 
He is thus subject to rebirths according to his conduct. Through 
the grace of God he aims at emancipation. He adopts the 
adoration of God and service of man as the way to the achieve¬ 
ment of perfection. Prapatti or sarand-gati is complete self¬ 
offering to God leaving nothing to oneself. 4 Absolute dependence 
on God and a sense of utter helplessness of oneself are the marks 
of prapatti . It has for its accompaniment universal charity, 
friendliness even to one’s enemies. The liberated souls enter into 
God, though they do not become one with him. They have an 
independent existence in the abode of Visnu , Vaikuntha . 

Alvars 

In the Bhdgavata Purdna , 5 it is said that the devotees of 
Visnu will appear in the South on the banks of Tdmraparni 

1 jagat-prakrti-bhavo yak sd Saktih parikirtitd. III. 2. 57. 

* satatam kurvato jagat. II. 59. 

* sarvair ananuyojyath tat svatantryam divyam-Uituh 
avdpta-viiva-kdmopi krldate rdjavad vaii. 

Ahirbudhnya-samhitd. XIV. 13. 

Cp. khelati brahmantfe bhagavan . 

4 See Ahirbudhnya-samhitd . XXXVII. 27-8. 6 XI. 5. 38-40. 
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Krtamdld ( Vaigai ), Payasvint ( Pdldr ), Kavert and Mahdnadt 
( Periyar ). The reference is to the Alvars, the ancient Vaisnava 
saints of the South. Manavdla md-muni says that the earliest of 
the Alvars flourished at the time of the Pallavas who came to 
Kanci about the fourth century a.d. Their influence was great 
about the seventh and the eighth centuries a.d. Their writings in 
Tamil, about 4,000 hymns, were collected perhaps in R.'s time 
and are called Ndl-dyira-divya-prabandham which is treated by 
the Vaisnavas as of great authority. It gives ecstatic accounts of 
the emotion of love for God as Visnu. 

The Alvars hold that the grace of God is spontaneous and does 
not depend on the effort or merit of the devotee. Others hold 
that God's grace depends on the virtuous actions of the 
devotees: Possibly while God is free to extend his mercy to all, 
he does so in practice only as a rew r ard to the virtuous. God's 
mercy is both without cause and with cause. 1 The human soul 
and the universe are entirely dependent on God. 

While the Alvars were inspired devotees, the Alagiyas had in 
addition to devotion learning and scholarship. Natha-muni 
(tenth century) was the first of them. It is said that he was in 
direct contact with Nammalvar or £athagopa. Nammalvar, 
Nathamuni, Yamunacarya otherwise called Alavandar belonged 
to the pancardtra tradition which R. accepted. Yamunacarya 
gave philosophical expression to the devotional thoughts of the 
Alvars and emphasised the concept of bhakti. In his Siddhi - 
traya he argues for the existence of the individual soul in¬ 
dependent of God. Release from bondage is attained through 
devotion to God, according to him. Yamunacarya invested his 
disciples with the five Vaisnava samskdras. He wrote six works, 
Stotra-ratna , Catuh-sloki, Agama-prdmdnya w T hich establishes 
the authority of the Pancardtra Agamas, Siddhi-traya, 
Gitdrtha-samgraha and Maha-purusa-nirnaya. He is deeply 
devoted to the Lord and realises his utter helplessness without 
his grace. 2 He advocates the doctrine of prapatti . 

R. was the son of Yamunacarya's sister Kantimati born in 

1 R. in his Astadasa-bheda-niryaya says: krpd svarupato nirhetukafr, raksana- 
samaye cetana-krta-sukrtena sa-hetuka bhutvd raksati. 

2 na dharma-nifsho’smi, na catma-vedl, na bhaktimams tvac~carandravinde . 
a-kiftcano nanyagatik iaranye tvat-pada-mulam saranam prapadye. 

Stotra-ratna , 22 . 
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circa a.d. 1017. He received his training from Yadava PrakaSa 
who advocated a system of monism. 

S. and R. 

R. takes into account S.’s views and develops a theistic 
interpretation with great feeling, vast learning and brilliant 
logic. £. and R. represent two uninterrupted traditions in Indian 
thought. To my mind these traditions are not exclusive of each 
other but complementary. For example, commenting on B.S. 
I. 3. 19, 5 . explains his view that the individual soul as such 
cannot claim any reality except in so far as it is identical with 
Brahman but adds, There are other thinkers and among them 
some of us who are of the view that the individual soul as such 
is reab. 1 Difference on such a vital point did not incline S§. to 
exclude its upholders from his own community of Vedantins. If 
he had lived to see the later developments of the Vedanta, he 
would not have rejected them. 

Pramdnas 

R. admits three pramdnas , Perception, Inference and 
scriptural testimony. 2 R. writes: ‘Scripture, although not 
dependent on anything else and concerned with objects which 
are non-perceptible, must, all the same, come to terms with tarka 
(ratiocination), for all the different means of knowledge can in 
many cases help us to arrive at a decisive conclusion only if they 
are supported by ratiocination. All means of knowledge equally 
stand in need of tarka : Scripture, however, the authoritative 
character of which specially depends on expectancy, proximity 
and compatibility throughout requires to be assisted by tarka. 
In accordance with this, Manu says, he who investigates by 
means of reasoning only knows religious duty and none other/ 3 

Supreme Reality 

For R., there exists One All-embracing Being called Brahman , 
the Highest Self or the Lord. I&vara in his nature is free from 

1 apare tu vddinah pdramdrthikam eva jaivam riiparn iti manyanle asmadlydt 
ca kecit. 

8 In R.G.B. he adds intuitive or yogic knowledge, jndnam, itidriva- 
lingagama-yogajo vastu-nikayah. XV. 15. Vedanta Desika includes yogic 
knowledge under perception. 8 R.B. II. 1. 4, 
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all impurities and possesses all the auspicious qualities. He is 
all-knowing, all-merciful, all-pervading, all-powerful. R. 
repudiates S.'s view that Brahman as Ultimate Reality is 
absolutely unqualified, nir-visesa . He argues that we have no 
means of proving such a reality for all knowledge is of qualified 
objects. If plurality is false, scriptural texts which point to an 
absolutely differenceless reality cannot be accepted for 
Scriptures are based on the assumption of plurality. The texts 
which refer to Brahman as pure being 1 or as transcendent 2 or as 
truth and knowledge 3 do not indicate that Brahman is devoid of 
qualities but as possessing many auspicious qualities of 
omniscience, omnipotence, all-pervasiveness and the like. 
Brahman is one in the sense that there is no second cause of the 
world. Brahman being of the essence of knowledge may also be 
considered to be the possessor of knowledge even as a lamp 
which is of the nature of light may also be regarded as possessing 
rays of light. 4 

All knowledge refers to an object. Even in what we call 
illusion there is an element of reality. When we mistake a 
conchshell for silver, it is because the conchshell resembles silver 
in a sense. We do not notice the other qualities on account of our 
defects in the organs. The knowledge of silver in a conchshell is 
not unreal but real. It refers to the silver element existing in a 
conchshell. 5 

Even the dreams which are momentary and appear only to 
the dreamer are produced by the Lord. R. holds that all 
cognitions are of the real and dreams and illusions are not an 
exception to the rule. Things we know are all the result of 
trivrt-karana and everything contains in it elements of every¬ 
thing else. That one thing is called silver and another “shell” 
has its reason in the relative preponderance of the one or the 
other element/ In mistaking one for the other, we still cognise 
what is, not what is not, nor something which neither is nor is 
not. In dreams we perceive what is real though transient, this 
being produced for the enjoyment of souls in accordance with 

1 c.u. VI. 2. 1. * m.u. 1. 1. 5. * T.U. II. 1. 1. 

4 jfldna-svarupasyaiva tasya jfidndtrayatvam mani-dyumani-pvadlpadivad ity 
uhtam eva. I. 1. 1. 

6 Cp. R. yathdrtham sarva-vijftanam iti veda-vidam matam 
tvuti-smrtibhyafy sarvasya sarvdtmatva-pratltitafy. 
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their merit or demerit. There is no knowledge which has no 
object. Even in sleep or swoon, we have the direct experience of 
the self and not the formless experience of pure consciousness. 
Consciousness is always revealed to a knower or the self. We do 
not directly experience pure consciousness for all experience is of 
qualified entities. Even freedom from qualification is a quality. 
Reality, consciousness, etc., which are said to be Brahman 
indicate characteristics of Brahman . Scriptures do not testify 
to the existence of a characterless reality. Isvara is to be 
admitted on the authority of scriptural texts. The existence of 
God cannot be established by perception or inference. 

R. does not make any distinction between Brahman and 
Isvara . Brahman is Isvara called Ndray ana or Visnu . 1 

Vedanta Desika mentions three modified forms of Vasudeva , 
namely Samkarsana , Pradyumna and Aniruddha who control 
the individual souls, mind and the external world. These are not 
three separate entities but are one Lord conceived differently 
according to his functions. 

The Supreme as Antarydmin 

R. takes his stand on the Antary dmin Brdhmana 2 which says 
that within all elements, all sense-organs, all souls, there dwells 
an inward ruler, whose body these elements, sense-organs and 
souls are. Brahman comprises within himself all elements of 
plurality, matter with its various modifications and souls of 
different classes and degrees. These are real constituents of 
Brahman . Cit (soul) and acit (matter) are the body of the Lord. 3 
They are entirely dependent on and subservient to the Lord who 
pervades and rules all things, material and immaterial as their 
inmost self, antaryamin. Their individual existence has been 
there from all eternity and will never be entirely resolved into 
Brahman . They exist in two different periodically alternating 
conditions. In pralaya state, which occurs at the end of each 
world-period, when Brahman is said to be in a causal condition, 
kdranavastha, distinctions of names and forms disappear. Matter 

1 vede rdmdyane caiva purane bharate tathd 
dddv ante ca madhye ca vi$tiuh sarvatra glyate . 

Hari-vamka. III. 323. 94. 

* B.U. III. 7; see P.U. (1953). pp. 224-30. 

3 Uvaras-cid-acic-ceti paddrtha-tritayam hari\h. 
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is unmanifested, avyakta, individual souls are not attached to 
bodies and their intelligence is in a state of contraction, 
sathkoca. Even then Brahman contains within itself matter and 
souls in a btja or seed condition. When owing to an act of volition 
on the part of the Lord pralaya is succeeded by sr§ti or creation, 
unmanifested matter becomes gross and evident to the senses 
and the souls enter into connection with material bodies 
corresponding to their accumulated merit and demerit and their 
intelligence undergoes expansion, vikdsa. Brahman then is in 
effect condition, kdrydvastha. Cause and effect are different 
names for different conditions or changes, parindma. 

For R., the world and the souls apart from Brahman are not 
real. The relation between Brahman and souls and matter is 
analogous to that between soul and body or substance and 
attribute. It is one of non-separation, aprthaktva . The soul and 
body, substance and attribute are different from one another; 
yet they are inseparably connected and form a whole. The same 
is the case with Brahman and souls and matter. R. says: 
'Everything different from the Highest Self, whether of 
conscious or non-conscious nature, constitutes its body, while 
that self alone is the non-conditioned embodied self. For this 
very reason, competent persons designate this doctrine which 
has the highest Brahman for its subject-matter sdriraka , i.e. the 
doctrine of the embodied self.’ 1 

Acit 

According to R. there are three kinds of acit, prakrti or 
matter, kdla or time and suddha-tattva or pure matter. 2 Acit is 
prakrti or primal matter and its modifications. Prakrti with its 
three qualities passes through many stages and manifests itself 
as the phenomenal world, producing happiness or misery in 
accordance with man's good or bad deeds. The favour or 
disfavour of Isvara works in accordance with the past conduct 
of man. 

1 evam ca sva-vyatirikta-cetandcetana-vastu-jdtam sva-£ar 1 ram iti sa eva 
nirupadhikafy tdrira atma. ata evedam param-brahmddhikrtya pravrttam 
hastram harlYaham ity abhiyuklair abhidhtyate. I. i. 13. While R. looks upon 
individual souls and the world of matter as modes, attributes or Vtie$ayLas of 
God, Nimbarka looks upon them as living parts of the Lord, his powers or 
iaktis. 2 Nimbarka calls this aprdkrta. 
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Cit 

The individual soul is often called jndna or consciousness, 
since it is as self-revealing as consciousness. It reveals all 
objects when it comes into contact with them through the 
senses. It is a knower, an agent, an enjoyer. The Self is a knower, 
and also possesses the quality of consciousness and knowledge 1 
even as light exists both as the light and as the rays emanating 
from it . 2 Consciousness, though unlimited of itself 3 can contract 
as well as expand . 4 In an embodied self it is in a contracted state 
through the influence of its actions. The Self, though pure in 
itself, becomes associated with ignorance and selfish desires 
through its contact with matter, acit. Avidya or ignorance is 
lack of knowledge, misunderstanding of characteristics, false 
knowledge. When the association with matter, acit , is cut away, 
the self becomes freed from avidya and is emancipated. The soul 
realises itself as forming the body of Brahman. The soul is 
atomic in size but spreads out its knowledge all over the body 
like the rays of a lamp. It desires things according to its free will 
and the will of God does not interfere with it. To those who are 
attached to him he is well disposed and produces in them 
desires by which they can win him . 6 Isvara exists in us all as the 
inner controller. He grants good and evil fruits according to our 
good and evil deeds. His control over us does not deprive us of 
our freedom. 

R. speaks of the souls as being the body of Isvara but 
Lokacarya argues that as the external material objects exist for 
the sake of the souls, so the souls exist for God. God is the goal 
(sesa) for which the soul exists as the object of his control and 
support (sesin). 

Yamunacarya observes that release from the ills of bondage 
has no meaning or attraction, if the released soul does not 
survive in its distinctive individuality. The text ‘That thou art 1 
is interpreted by R. as expressing oneness without losing the 
distinctive characters denoted by the two words That and Thou. 
Whoever cognises and meditates on the Supreme, assisted by 


2 mani-pyabhrlinam prabhasrayatvam iva jndndsrayatvam api aviruddham . 

I. i. i. 3 svayam aparicchinnam eva jiidnam. 

4 sathkoca-vikasarham. 6 II. 3. 40-1. 
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the grace of the Lord attains at death final emancipation. He 
passes through the different stages of the path of the gods up to 
the world of Brahma , there enjoys blissful existence from which 
there is no return to the world of samsdra. 

Release 

The individual for R. lasts for ever and even in release enjoys 
its individuality. R. criticises the view of release as a refunding 
into Brahman as an earthen vessel is refunded into its own 
causal substance. This would mean nothing else but complete 
annihilation, not a worthy end for a human being . 1 For R., 
mukti or release is a state when the individual is freed from 
avidyd and has the intuition of the Supreme. The state of 
kaivalya or realisation of one's own self as the Highest is a lower 
form of emancipation. Freedom according to Vedanta Dcsika is 
sdyujya or sameness of nature with Isvara. The human soul 
participates in the qualities of Isvara except those of the 
creation and control of the world and the grant of freedom to 
other souls. Mukti for Vedanta Desika is servitude to God. 

The Way to Release 

The way to freedom is through bhakti, which according to R. is 
a species of knowledge, jhdna-visesa. Without bhakti mere 
knowledge cannot lead us to freedom. Bhakti is supreme self¬ 
surrender which one develops when the prescribed duties are 
performed and true knowledge is obtained from the study of the 
sdstras. Karma and jhdna help to purify the mind and prepare it 
for bhakti . 

According to R., bhakti is the means of salvation. Bhakti is 
updsand or meditation . 2 This bhakti is based on knowledge and 
arises from six essential prerequisites, discrimination (viveka), 
complete disregard for worldly objects ( vimoka ), continued 
practice (abhyasa), performance of rites ( kriya ), virtuous 
conduct like truthfulness and the rest (kalydna) and freedom 
from dejection ( anavasada ). Prapatti or complete surrender to 

1 ghatadivat karana-prdpter vinaia-rupatvena mok§asydpurusdrthatvdc ca. 

Cp. aham artha vindkak cen moksa ity adhyavasyati 
apasarpedasau mok sa-kathd-prastava-matratafr. 

See R.B. I. 4. 21. 

2 evam-rupa dhruvdnusmrtir eva bhakti-habdenabhidhly ate. 
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God is described in the Sarandgati-gadya . 1 It elevates all 
irrespective of caste restrictions . 2 He who adopts prapatti does 
not aim at emancipation. He enjoys servitude to God. Though R. 
adopted Vedic rituals of initiation and worship, he was catholic 
in his views and admitted into the Vaisnava fold Jains , 
Buddhists , Sudras and even untouchables. 

R. in his work on Asta-da&a-rahasydrtha-vivarana makes out 
that he who is devoted entirely to God need not follow the 
ordinary code of duties. The scriptural duties are not binding on 
him . 3 R. seems to have modified this view in his bhdsya. For R., 
Vedic ritual alone does not lead to emancipation. Devotion to 
Visnu in the company of Laksmi is the central feature of his 
scheme of salvation. Through the concept of Laksmi who 
intercedes on behalf of the sinners and persuades Visnu to 
bestow his grace for the good of the devotees, R. develops the 
concept of karund . God has vdtsalya or filial affection which 
moves him to remove the sufferings of others. 

Later Developments 

R/s Visistddvaita developed into two schools, Vada-galai and 
Ten-galai, associated with Vedanta Desika and Pillai 
Lokacarya. They emphasise respectively devotion with personal 
endeavour or bhakti and complete dependence on God or 
prapatti. The former adopts the markata-nydya which holds that 
the devotee collaborates with God even as a young monkey 
clings to the back of its mother while the latter adopts the 
mdrjara-nydya, that God alone is active and carries the 
surrendering devotee to his goal even as a cat carries a kitten. 

Piliai Lokacarya points out that God moves us all to our 
actions and fulfils our desires according to our karmas. He gives 
knowledge to the ignorant, power to the weak, mercy to the 
sufferers and goodness of heart to the wicked. His qualities are 
for the sake of others, not for himself. 

1 sarva-dharmami ca samtyajya sarva-kdmamk ca saksardn 
loka-vikrdnta-caranan karanam te vrajan vibho. 

* Cp. Bharadvaja-samhitd. 

brahma-ksatra-vikah siidrah striyas cantara-jatayah 
sarva eva prapadyeran sarva-dhdtaram acyutam. 

* jndna-nitfho virakto vd mad-bhakto hi anapeksakah 

sa lingdn akramdn tyaktvd cared avidhi-gocarafy , p. 23. Cp. B.G. XVIII. 66. 
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Many religious leaders have been influenced by the Vi&istad- 
vaita doctrines. Nam-deva (a.d. 1269-1295) born in Satara was a 
devotee of Vitthoba of Pandharpur. He was a tailor by pro¬ 
fession and wrote a number of hymns in Marathi and Hindi. He 
had four sons and a daughter. 

Jnanesvara (a.d. 1275-1296) was a life-long celibate. He was a 
personal friend of Nam-deva. He lived for only 21 years. His 
Jhdncsvan was written in a.d. 1290. According to the 
Maharastra tradition his great-grandfather was a disciple of 
Gorakhnatha. Though a follower of the Advaita of S., he 
encouraged worship of a Personal God. The Personal God is not 
the phenomenal appearance of the Absolute but is the Absolute 
itself which has in it the principle of plurality. The world is not 
the expression of mayd but is the outcome of divine love and 
joy. For Krsna and Radha, Jnanesvar substituted Krsna in the 
form of Vitthala and Rukmini. 

Ramananda (a.d. 1360-1450) was born at Melkote and went 
to the north and started the Vaisnavite movement of which the 
chief exponents were Kabir (a.d. 1440-1518), Nanak (a.d. 
1469-1538), Dadu (a.d. 1544-1603), Tulasi-das (a.d. 1527-1623) 
and the Mahratta saint Tukaram. 

Ramananda gave a systematic account of the theory of 
avatdras. The two chief are those of Rama and Krsna. He had a 
preference for the worship of Rama J though he mentions 
Krsna as a principal object of adoration. In his worship of 
Krsna he looked upon Rukminl as his sakti or energy. Later 
varieties of AVs?;?#-worship give this place to Radha . According 
to Ramananda, anyone can attain release through bhakti or 
devotion. He did not recognise any caste distinctions. He had a 
number of disciples of whom the famous were Sen, a barber, 
Dhana, a Jat, Rai-das, aChamar, Kabir, a Muslim, and Mira, the 
princess of Jodhpur. Ramananda established an ascetic order 
which had a large membership. 

Kabir, of uncertain parentage, was brought up by a Muslim 
weaver and became the disciple of Ramananda. He condemned 
the superstitious practices of the people and fostered faith in the 
unity of God which could be accepted both by the Hindus and 
the Muslims. He used different names for God, Ram , Allah and 

1 ramante yoginah yasmin $a ratnafr. 
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others. Though essentially a mystic who, in his state of rapture, 
rose above the concepts of philosophy and the names of religion, 
he taught a simple faith in a God of love. He laid stress on the 
inner purity of life without which fasts, pilgrimages and rites 
were of no avail. He lived a normal home life, had a son and a 
daughter. After his death both Hindus and Muslims claimed 
him. Nothing was found of his body except a heap of flowers, of 
which each took a share and burned or buried it. Kablr exercised 
great influence on Nanak. 

Nanak composed Japji which is a collection of verses arranged 
for daily use by the Sikhs for prayer and praise. The Adi - 
granth 1 of the Sikhs was composed by the fifth guru Arjun in 
A.D. 1604 and includes Nanak's utterances as well as those of 
other religious teachers. Many of Kabir’s hymns are included 
in it. The Supreme, according to Nanak, is nirgnna , devoid of 
qualities. He is the unrevealed and the unrevealable. The holy 
men took the place of the avataras or the incarnations of 
Hinduism. Devotion to th eguru, service of saints and insistence 
on the greatness of the name are stressed in Sikhism. Nanak 
ridiculed superstition, denounced caste distinctions, taught a 
life of brotherhood. Nanak says: 

There are ignoble amongst the noblest 

And pure amongst the despised 

The former shalt thou avoid 

And be the dust under the foot of the other. 

He affirmed equality of sexes. For Nanak woman is ardh-sanri 
and mokh-dvdri. She is the half of a full life and the doorway to 
liberation. 

Tulasi-das composed his great work Rdma-carita-manasa in 
a.d. 1574. It is the most popular classic of religion and morals in 
North India. He took the story from Valmiki's Rdmdyana and 
Adhyatma Rdmdyana and adapted it to his purposes. He 
thought that his account was faithful to the originals. 2 He lived 
in Banaras till his death in a.d. 1623. Though he had great faith 

1 See Occasional Speeches and Writings. Vol. II (1957), PP- 364-77. 

* The opening verse of the Rdma-carita-manasa begins with these words: 
nana-puYana-nigamagama-sammatam. 
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in devotion, his spiritual leanings were for the non-dualism of $. 
He popularised the worship of Rama . 

In his Vinaya-patrikd the poet shows his catholicity of 
outlook by inculcating the worship of the five gods, Vi$nu, Siva , 
Durgd , Surya and Ganeia. All the three paths to spiritual 
freedom are commended though bhakti is the simplest and the 
easiest. 1 

Madhusudana Sarasvati (a.d. 1540-1623) wrote a book called 
Advaita-siddhi , defending non-dualism against its critics; he yet 
espoused the worship of Krsna. 


E. MADHVA 

Madhva 

Madhva (a.d. 1197-1273) while still a bachelor became an 
ascetic of the Samkara school. He soon developed a theistic 
interpretation of the B.S. and identified the Supreme with 
Visnu or Ndrayana , 2 who was for Madhva the purport of the 
Sutras , sutrarthah . Legend has it that Madhva was an incarna¬ 
tion of Vdyu for the purpose of destroying the Advaita Vedanta , 
which is not different from materialism or Buddhism. 3 He was 
a disciple of Acyuta-preksa and received the name of Purna- 
prajna at the time of initiation. He is also known as Ananda- 
tlrtha. 

Works 

Madhva is said to have written thirty-seven works of which 
the chief are the commentaries on some of the principal 
Upanisads , the B.G., the B.S., Anu-bhdsya, which is a brief 

1 The unfortunate suspicion of women lingers even in our noblest souls. 
Tulasi-das makes Slta insinuate wrong motives to Laksmaiia: 

marma bacana slta jaba holi 
hari prerita laksmana mati doli. 

Rama-carita-mdnasa III. 

2 nardyanam gunaih sarvair udlrnam dosa-varjitam. 

* Narayana Panditacarya, in his Madhva Vijaya, a work of the fourteenth 
century, called the followers of pracchana-bauddhdfy. 

asatpadesan sad-asad-viviktam maydkhyaya samvrtim abhyadattd 
brahmapy akhandam bala siinya-sidhyai, pracchanna-bauddhoyam atah 
prasiddhafy. I. 51. 
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summary of the Sutra-bhdsya, Anu-vyakhyana , Mahabharata- 
tdtparya-nirnaya , Bhagavata-tatparya-nirnaya and Mayd-vdda - 
khandana . 

Madhva's system is called dvaita or dualism. It claims ancient 
authority. The Padma Purdna mentions that Madhva is 
connected with the Brahma-sampraddya even as R. adopts the 
Sri-sampraddya. 

By the thirteenth century, in which Madhva lived, S.'s non¬ 
dualism received great support from its principal exponents like 
Vacaspati, Prakasatman, Suresvara and others. Madhva and 
his followers, Jaya-tirtha, Vyasa-tlrtha and others did their best 
to repudiate the doctrine of non-dualism and establish the 
reality of a Personal God, the plurality of the world and the 
difference between Brahman and the self. Jaya-tirtha's Nydya - 
sudhd, A nu-vydkhydna and Vyasa-tlrtha’s Nydydmrta are 
important works which defend Madhva's theistic dualism 
against S.'s non-dualism. 

Madhva says that the B.S. was written to repudiate the non- 
dualistic interpretation. Since the Supreme Being full of 
auspicious qualities cannot be understood by finite minds, an 
inquiry starts. The second suira declares that the Supreme 
cannot be identified with the individual self as he is the source 
and support of the world. That Brahman is the cause of the 
world can be understood only by Scripture and scriptural texts 
can be reconciled only by the recognition of difference or 
bheda. 

The Pramdnas 

Madhva says that in writing the Anu-vydkhydna, he followed 
scriptural texts, the Vedas and logical reasoning. 1 One can know 
God not by perception and inference but only by Scripture, the 
Vedas . Scripture, according to Madhva, is nitya, eternal, 
nir-do§a, devoid of defects, svatah-pramdna, self-evident, and 
apauru§eya , impersonal. The Vedas are not produced by any 
human being. If we do not admit the impersonal origin of the 
Vedas, ethical and religious duties will not have validity. We 
cannot say that the commands proceed from an omniscient 

1 atma-vdkyatayd tena sruti-niulatayd tathd 
yukti-mulatayd caiva prdmdnyam trividham mahat. 1. i. 
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being, for the existence of an omniscient being cannot be known 
apart from the Scriptures. The impersonal origin of the Vedas is 
valid because we do not know of anyone who has composed and 
uttered them. The Vedas exist in their own nature and have 
been perceived by God and revealed to the seers, who, at the 
beginning of each creation, remembered the instructions of their 
previous birth. Their validity is self-evident. Madhva says in 
his Vismi-tattva-vinirnaya , 'Neither sense perception nor infe- 
ence reveals to us the nature of God. It is only through the 
Vedas that we can know him. Hence it is that they are called 
Veda / 1 The Scriptures refer to Ndrdyana as the omniscient 
creator of all things. 


Supreme Reality 

The teaching of the Scriptures gains strength by what is 
known from other pramdnas. Madhva proceeds by way of 
inference to establish the reality of a Personal God who is 
omniscient and omnipotent. The world being of the nature of an 
effect must have an intelligent cause, a maker who is God. He 
has many qualities. When he is said to be nir gun a, all that is 
meant is that he is not associated with the qualities and 
attributes of prakrti . He is sa guna in that he admits the presence 
of auspicious spiritual qualities. The Supreme cannot be avdeya 
or indescribable. In that case he cannot be the subject-matter of 
Scriptures. Madhva repudiates the view that though words 
cannot describe, they may suggest or indicate. 2 Brahman is 
pari-purna-guna , 3 Each one of his qualities is boundless. 4 He is 
the author of the eight acts of creation, preservation, des¬ 
truction, governance, knowledge, ignorance, bondage and 
release. 5 He is absolutely free, sarva-svatantrah. Visnu is the 
all-perfect one. Brahman is one in whom there is the fullness of 
qualities. 6 The acceptance of difference between Brahman and 

1 nendriyayi, nanumanam veda hy evainam vedayanti tasmad dhuh vedah, iti 
pippalada-Srutih. 

2 sarva-kabddvdcyasya laksapdyukteh kenapi habdendvdeyasya lak?andydm api 
pramdnam ndsti. 

* brahma-sabdopi hi guyia-purtim eva vadaty ay am. Anu-vydkhydna I i. i. 

4 pratyekam niravadhihananta-guna-pari-puryatva. 

B srstyddy-asta kartd. 6 brhanto hi asmin guydfi. 
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the souls does not limit the nature of Brahman . Brahman is not 
devoid of all determination or visesa. Even the denial of 
determination is itself a determination which the non-dualists 
will have to deny. Madhva looks upon S/s system as crypto- 
Buddhism. There is no difference between the qualityless 
Brahman and the siinya of the Madhyamika system. 1 The non¬ 
dualists treat it as unspeakable and unknowable, though all 
knowledge refers to it. Madhva believes in a Personal God 
endowed with qualities and characters. If all selves were 
identical then there would be no difference between the 
emancipated and the unemancipated ones. If all difference is due 
to ignorance, then God who is free from ignorance will perceive 
himself as one with all individual selves and experience their 
sufferings. The world, our experience and bondage are all real. 
A non-existent universe cannot affect anyone favourably or 
adversely. Scriptures assert difference between the individual 
souls and Brahman. No one feels that he is omnipotent and 
omniscient. The text tat tvam asi is used with illustrations which 
affirm the difference between Brahman and the souls. When the 
Upanisad says that when one is known all is known, the 
meaning is that the object of knowledge is one, or that one 
alone is the cause. It does not mean that the other things are 
false. Were it so, the knowledge of all false things would be 
derived from the knowledge of the truth. 2 The Scriptures do not 
declare the falsity of the world. 3 

We cannot say that Brahman is one but appears as many 
because of upddhis or limiting conditions. If he is conditioned 
by upddhis he cannot be released from them for his association 
with the upddhis will be permanent. If upddhis are the product 
of ignorance, then ignorance will be of the nature of Brahman. 
If they were different, then we will have dualism of Brahman 
and ignorance. If it is argued that ignorance or ajhdna is a 
quality of jtva, we are in a vicious circle. There is no jtva 
without ajhdna; there is no ajhdna without jtva. 

1 Cp.: The state of samddhi is void of modifications, of mental activities, of 
understanding, free from defects, devoid of all, without any distortion. 
prabha-sunyam manas-£ unyam buddhi-hunyam nirdmayam 
sarva-sunyam nirabhdsam samddhis tasya laksanam. 

Uttar a-gild 14. 

» B.G. XVI. 8-9. 


na hi satya-jhanena mithyd-jndnam bhavati. 
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Brahman is the efficient cause of the universe 1 and the giver 
of salvation. 2 Even in the Mahdi-bhdraia-tdtparya-nirnaya 
Madhva declares that all those who proclaim the unity of the 
self with Brahman either in bondage or in release are wrong. The 
world is real with its fivefold difference, viz. that between the 
self and God, between the selves themselves, between matter 
and God, between matter and matter and between matter and 
self. 3 Though the physical world and the individual souls are 
real they are not independent of the Supreme. They are 
para-tantra while God alone is sva-tantra. Prakrti, purusa , kdla, 
karma , svabhava are dependent. Though eternal, these do not 
exist by their own right but by the will of the Supreme. 4 The 
Supreme is the only independent real that exists in its own 
right. All others, finite selves, etc., exist as subordinate to the 
central Reality of God. There are four categories, God, prakrti , 
jtva, or the individual soul, and matter, jada. 6 

The Individual Soul 

From Brahma to the grass tip, all belong to the world of 
living beings, jiva-rasi. The jivas are of three kinds, deva, 
manusa and ddnava. 

Karma and Release 

The best men attain salvation through knowledge and grace 
of God; ordinary men pass through cycles of births and rebirths 
and the worst are damned in hell. The eternally liberated and 
those cursed in hell are not subject to birth and rebirth. There is 
no hope for the wicked in hell. Only in Madhva’s system do we 

1 In this Madhva agrees with the PaSupatas: mahekvaras tu many ante 
pasupatir Uvayo nimitta-kdranam iti> S.B. II. 2. 37. 

2 vdsudevam anarddhya na moksam samavapnuydt. Vi$riu Purdna I. 4. 18. 

8 jagat-pravdhah satyo'yam panca-bheda-samanvitah. 
jivekayor bhidd caiva jtva-bhedah parasparam 
jadekayor jaddndm ca jada-jlva-bhedd tathd 
panca-bhedd ime nityalh sarvavasthdsu nityasah 
muktdndm ca na hlyante tdralamyam ca sarvadd. 

I. 69-71. 

4 dravvam karma ca kalab ca svabhdvo jlva eva ca 
yad-anagrahatah santi na santi yad-upeksayd. 

Bhagavata II. 10. 12. 

6 Uvavail prakrtir jlvo jadam ceti catustayam 
paddrthdndm sannidhdndt tatreh viynur ucyate. 
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have the doctrine of eternal damnation. 1 Karma is to be 
performed since the sdstras require it. Sdstra is aparijncya or of 
transcendental origin and its injunctions are absolutely valid. 
Karmas are to be performed without any desire for fruit. The 
only desires we may have are for greater knowledge and 
greater devotion. Without bhakti the performance of duties 
does not help. Even if we commit the worst sin, love of God 
will save us. God is pleased only with bhakti and he alone can 
save us. 

Individual souls are self-luminous in themselves but their 
intelligence becomes veiled by avidya. When the direct know¬ 
ledge of God arises, ignorance is dispelled. Bondage is due to 
attachment and liberation is produced by the direct realisation 
of God, aparoksa-jhdnam visnoJi . This may be produced in 
different ways, experience of the sorrows of worldly existence, 
company of good men, renunciation of the desire for the 
enjoyment of pleasures in this world or in another, self-control 
and self-discipline, study, association with good teachers, 
resignation to God, realisation of the five differences. 

Worship is of two kinds, study and meditation, dhydna. The 
latter is continual thinking of God, leaving all other things 
aside. 2 Bhakti consists of a continual flow of love for the Lord 
which overcomes all obstacles. When God is pleased we attain 
salvation. 

The state of liberation is of four kinds sdlokya, sdmtpya , 
sdrupya and sdyujya. Sdyujya is the entrance* of the freed souls 
into the body of God where thev share in the enjoyment of God 
in his own body. Only deities have this kind of liberation. They 
can at will come out of God and remain separate from him. 
Sdlokya is residence in heaven where the freed souls have the 
satisfaction of the continual sight of God. Sdmtpya is continual 
residence near God as enjoyed by the sages. Sdrupya is enjoyed 
by God’s attendants who have outward forms similar to those 

1 Cp. Mahd-bharata-tCitparya-nirnaya. 

trividha jlva-samghds tu deva-mdn itsa-ddnavdh 
tatra devdh mukti-yogyd mdnusesuttamds tathd 
madhyamd man usd etc srti-yogyas tadaiva hi 
adhamd niraydyaiva ddnavds tu tamo-laydh . 

2 dhydvtam ca itara-tirashdra-p urvaka-bhagavad-vtsayakdkha 11 da-sm rlih 

Madhva-siddhdnta-sdra, p. 502. 

C 
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which God possesses. The freed souls are different from one 
another. 1 

The doctrine of absolute equality, parama-sdmya, is not 
exclusive of difference. Jaya-lirtha commenting on IV. 4. 17 
says that, though the released soul is God's own (svaklya), he is a 
step below him ( avara ) and so is excluded from world-creation, 
etc. The freed soul comes close to God but does not become one 
with him. Difference is real and ultimate and does not dis¬ 
appear in the state of release. 2 There is also gradation in the 
state of release. Even the liberated enjoy bliss through devotion. 
Madliva believes in jtvan-mukti. 

Madhva's philosophy had a great influence on Bengal 
Vaisnavism. Ramadasa (a.d. 1608-1682) the adviser of Sivaji 
followed Madhva's teaching. 

F. SrIkantha 

Srlkantha’s date is uncertain. He was perhaps a contemporary 
of R. Some scholars hold that he lived in the thirteenth century 
and was a contemporary of Meykanda-deva, the author of the 
Tamil translation of the Sanskrit work Siva-jhdna-bodha. 
Appaya DIksita suggests that R.'s commentary follows that of 
Srikantha. 3 

Srikantha introduces his commentary with a statement that 
he is attempting to clarify the purpose of the B.S., which has 
been obscured by other teachers. 4 They may be 5 . and Bhaskara 
whose views are criticised by Srikantha. 6 Appaya DIksita, 
sixteenth century, wrote a commentary on Srikantha's bhdsya 
called Sivarka-mani-dtpikd . 

1 muktanam ca na hlyante tdrataniyam ca sarvadd . Mahd-bharata-tdtparya 
nirnaya, p. 4. 

2 Cp. Bhamatl which quotes a verse from the paiicardtrikas : 

dmulitev bheda eva sydj jlvasya ca pavasya ca 
muhtasya tu na bhedo’sti bheda-hetor abhdvatali . 

I. 4-21. 

3 tud-anukrli-sarani. 

4 vydsa-sutram idam netram vidusdm brahma-dartane 
purvaedryaih kalusitam hrlkanthena prasddyate 
sarva-vedanta-sdrasya sauvabhdsvdda-modindm 
dry an dm Hva-nisfhandm bhd$yam etan mahanidhifi. 

6 See II. 3. 19; II. 3. 42; II. 3. 49. 
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The Vedas and the Agamas 

Srikantha tried to reconcile the Saivism based on the Vedas 
with that of the Agamas . Agama means texts which have come 
down to us. Evidently there have been two currents of thought, 
the Vedic and the Agamic , from the beginnings of Indian 
philosophic speculation. In the Mohenjo-daro excavations we 
have a statuette in the form of Siva seated on a bull, surrounded 
by animals. This is perhaps Siva as Pasu-pati . The Pdsupata and 
the Pancardtra Agamas in which bhakti is the criterion of faith 
are criticised by Badarayana in the B.S. 1 But the Agamas 
themselves claim the support of the Vedas . 2 The Saiva Siddhdnta 
system which claims to be based on the Agamas purports to 
expound the teaching of the Vedas . 3 It relates itself to the 
theistic tendencies of the Upanisads. It is developed in the 
thirteenth century by Meykanda-deva and his pupils, Arul- 
nandi and Umapati. 

Whatever may be the origin of the Agamas it is clear that 
they do not insist on sacrificial religion but support a personal 
religion in which Visit it or Siva or Sahti is equated with the 
Highest Reality. It also has support in the Upanisads. The 
Saiva-siddhdnta is based on the Agamas and the earliest Tamil 
exponent of this system is Tiru-mular who was followed by later 
teachers, Manikka-vacagar, Appar, Jnana-sambandhar and 
Sundarar. Tiru-mular holds that the Vedas and the Agamas are 
the creation of the Lord and they are both true. ‘The Veda with 
the Agama is the truth; they are the word of the Lord: these 
revelations of the Lord are to be studied as the general and the 
special doctrines; on enquiry, they are taken to be different as 
giving rise to two different sets of conclusions; but to the great 
ones they are non-different.’ 4 Srlkantha holds that the Vedas 
and the Agamas are of equal authority; only while the former 
are studied by men of the three upper castes, the latter may be 

1 11.11. 2. 

2 veda-sdram idarn tantrum. Makut agama. 

3 siddhdnto veda-sdratvdt. Suprabheddgama. 

veddntdrtham idarii jhdnarn siddhantam paramam hibham. Makut agama. 

4 vedamoddgamam meyyd miraivamV 
odum Hrappum poduvu menrullana 
nadanurai ivai nddiliraniandam 
bhedamadenbar periyorkkabhedame. 
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studied by all. 1 The Hindu tendency to reconcile different 
traditions of thought is evident in £rikantha's commentary. 
He explains his views as conformable to reason and Vedic 
authority. 

Saivism 

From S.'s commentary, 2 it may be inferred that Badarayana 
knew about the Saiva system. At any rate, S. is acquainted with 
it. The Jain writer Raja-sekhara (fourteenth century) calls the 
Saiva system & yoga-mat a? He is of the view that the Naiydyikas 
like Jayanta, Udayana and Bhasarvajna and the Vaisesikas 
were followers of Saivism. Haribhadra in his Sad-darsana- 
samuccaya makes out that the followers of the Nydya and the 
Vaisesika systems adopt the same divinity. 4 The Saiva Agamas 
were written in Sanskrit, Prakrit and local dialects according to 
Siva-dharmottara , 5 They are available in Sanskrit and 
Dravidian languages like Tclugu, Tamil and Kannada. In 
Madhava’s sarva-darsana-samgraha we find a treatment of 
Ndkulisa-pdsupata, the Saiva and the Pratyabhijnd systems. 
The Agamic Saivism is found in South India, the Pdsupata 
system in Gujerat, the Pratyabhijnd in Kasmir and other parts 
of North India, and Vtra-saivism developed by Basava 
(twelfth century) in Karnataka. 6 The Pdsupata school which 
dates from the second century B.c. adopts a dualistic view. 
According to it the Supreme and the individual souls are 
distinct entities and prakrti is the constituent cause of the world. 
In the released condition the individual soul shakes off weak¬ 
ness and ignorance and attains boundless knowledge and power 
of action. In this school release is sdmipya or proximity to God 
and not identity with God. While Ssrikantha's system has many 

1 II. 2. 38. > II. 2. 35-8. 

3 atha yoga-matam brumah, haivam iti apardbhidam, p. 8. 

4 dcvata-visayo bhedo ndsti naiydyikaih samam vaisesikanam tattve tu 
vidyate asau nidarsyate, p. 266. 

6 samskrtaih prakrtair vakyair yah ca hisydnurupatah 
deha-bhasadyupayaih ca bodhayet sa guruji smrtafy. 

Quoted in Siva-jnana-siddhi. 

• Vdtuldgama mentions the different varieties of Saivism. 

haivam catuv-vidham proktam samdsac chrnu savmukha. 
samanyam misrakam caiva huddham vlram yathdkramam. 
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points in common with the Visistadvaita of R. and the Saiva 
Siddhdnta, it has distinctive features of its own. 

Supreme Reality and the World 

The Supreme is identified with Siva and there is sufficient 
support for it in the early Scriptures. 1 Brahman is Siva who is to 
be meditated on by all those who seek release. 

5 . treats I. 1. 2 as a statement of the nature of Brahman . R. 
looks upon it as an attempt to reconcile apparently contra¬ 
dictory statements of the Upanisads. Srlkantha argues that God 
is inferred as the primal source and the supreme Lord of the 
whole of the material and spiritual universe. Siva is possessed 
of an infinite number of attributes and inconceivable powers. He 
is free from all defects and faults. He is gracious towards his 
devotees. Siva is adored by Srikantha as being of the nature of 
self-substance in his invocation. 2 He is called Bhava because he 
exists everywhere and at all times, Savva because he destroys 
everything, Pasu-pati, the lord of all creatures, Rttdra because 
he removes the sorrows of the world, Siva because he is free 
from all taints and is supremely auspicious. 3 Siva is the cause of 
the creation, maintenance and dissolution of the world, of the 
liberation of souls through the cessation of bondage by his 
grace, and the concealment of the essential nature of the soul 
thus causing bondage, janma , sthiti, pralaya , anugraha and 
tirobhdva. He is also an enjoyer, not of the fruits of karma but of 
his own infinite bliss. He has a celestial non-material body which 
is free from subjection to karma. All these qualities belong to the 
world of manifestation and do not constitute the essential 
nature of Siva and so do not limit him. They indicate the nature 
of Brahman but do not disclose his true nature. The manifested 
world is the tatastha-laksana or temporary quality of Brahman. 
When mdyd transforms itself into the world by the grace of God, 
God himself, being eternally associated with mdyd, may in a 
sense be regarded also as the material cause of the world though 
he remains outside mdyd in his transcendence. Brahman exists 

1 See R.V. X. 125. 7: Atharva-Siras U. V. 3. 

* anm namo'ham-padarlhdya lokdndm siddhi-hetave 
sac-cid-ananda-riipaya sivdya paranidtmanc. 

8 I. 1. 2; I. 1. 4. 
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in a transcendent manner apart from the individual souls and 
the material world. While God is the instrumental and material 
cause of the world, he is unaffected by the changes of the latter. 1 
God is both the transcendent Supreme and the active cause of 
the world. The various epithets of Brahman , being, conscious¬ 
ness and bliss are qualities and not substance of Brahman . If 
Brahman were of the nature of consciousness he could not have 
transformed himself into the material world. For this would 
mean that Brahman was changeable; this would contradict the 
view of the Upanisads that Brahman was devoid of action, 
niskriya. Brahman is not pure consciousness but is endowed with 
omniscience. He does not depend on any external aid for the 
execution of his power, anapeksita-bdhya-karana. Though 
Brahman is absolutely unchangeable in himself, his energy 
undergoes transformation in the creation and dissolution of the 
world. He has within him the energy of consciousness and the 
energy of materiality. 2 

During the universal dissolution there is nothing, no sun or 
moon, no day or night, no names and shapes, no sentient and 
noil-sentient objects. Everything is enveloped in darkness and 
the Lord with all powers withdraws, abides as a cause, absolute, 
one without a second, self-luminous. When there arises in him 
the supreme power of knowledge removing the darkness around, 
he wishes to be many. Then the subtle powers of the sentient 
and the non-sentient become manifest. The world is said to be 
both unborn and an effect. It is unborn since it abides as a 
subtle power of the Lord; it is an effect in the sense that during 
creation it is manifested in gross forms. 3 The relation between 
Brahman and the universe is analogous to that between the 
soul and the body, or that between substance and attribute or 
that between cause and effect. The soul [sarTriri) and the body 
(sarira) are non-different in the sense that the soul cannot exist 
without the body and vice versa. It is the same with regard to 
substance, gunin or vitesya, and attribute, guna or visesana , as 
well as cause, karana , and effect, karya. Brahman cannot exist 

1 jagad-updddna-nimitta-bhutasydpi paramcivarasya niskalam 
niskriyam ityddi-Srutibhir nirvikdratvam apy upapadyate. 

See II. 2. 36-8. 

2 cid-acit-prapanca-n7pa-£akti-vi&islatvam svdbhavikatn eva brahmayiali. 

3 I. 1. 4. 10. 
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without the universe which ever exists in him as his power, just 
as fire cannot exist without heat or a blue lotus without blue¬ 
ness. The universe cannot exist without Brahman even as an 
earthen jar cannot exist without clay. Non-difference means 
essential and mutual interdependence and not actual identity. 1 
Difference means difference of nature. 2 This peculiar relation 
enables them to form one whole where one cannot exist with¬ 
out the other. 

Appaya DIksita says that God himself is not transformed into 
the form of the world but his sakti or energy manifests itself as 
the world. This sakti is of the very being of God. The world is 
not an illusion. It is not an attribute of God or limb of God where 
all activities are dependent on the will of God as R. suggests nor 
is the relation of the world to God of the nature of waves to the 
sea. 

Brahman is the controller of all sentient entities and non- 
sentient world. 3 He is both knowledge and knower. 4 Cil and 
acit , the sentient and the lion-sentient, are the powers of the 
Lord. 5 Cit-sakti consists of three factors, knowledge, jhdna, 
volition, icchd, and action, hriyd . The acil-sakfi consists of the 
elements, earth, water, fire, air and ether. 6 These two together 
consisting of eight forms constitute the body of the Lord, or the 
attributes of the Lord qualifying him as the body qualifies the 
soul or as the colour blue qualifies the blue lotus. The Lord has 
the universe for his form or body, prapanca-rupa. For Srikant ha, 
Siva is both the material and the efficient cause of the universe. 
He criticises the views of those Saiva sects which look upon the 
Lord as merely the efficient cause and not the material cause. 7 
When Siva is the material cause through his mdyd or icchd- 
sakti , he is called Ndrdyana or Visnu. He is subordinate to Siva 
though non-different from him. 8 Subordinate to Ndrdyana is 
Hiranya-garbha or the aggregate of souls of effects. 9 

The Lord is both the efficient and the material cause of the 
universe which is the result of the transformation of Brahman. 
This transformation does not imply any change or defect in 

1 prapanca-hrahtnanor ananyatvam ndnia vina-bhava-ruhitatvam. II. i. 22. 

2 II. 1. 22. 3 ancna-cid-acin-niyumakam brahmcti injndyatc. I. 1. 2. 

4 II. 3. 29. 6 I. 2. 9. ®II. 3. 14. 7 II. 2. 35-8. 

8 yato vifitu-sivayor updddna-nimittayor avastha-bhedam antavena svariipa- 

bhedo ndsti. I. 1. 6. 9 IV. 3. 14. 
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Brahman. Brahman s parindma or transformation relates only 
to his cit-sakti, the energy of consciousness. This is the material 
cause which takes on the form of the world. Sometimes may a is 
said to be the primal matter or prakrti . Brahman associated 
with mdvd , i.e. subtle consciousness and subtle materiality, is 
the cause; the same is the effect in its gross manifestation. 1 

Brahman and the universe are non-diflerent but not identical. 
Brahman is qualified by the world, sentient and non-sentient, 
cid-acid-prapahca-visista. 

R. and Srikantha adopt the same view of causation. The 
process is not the changing of one thing into another but the 
transforming of the same reality from a subtle to a gross 
condition. The beings sentient and non-sentient are already 
there in a subtle condition indistinguishable by name and 
shape. The manifestation of names and shapes marks the 
transformation of cause into effect. This view is called by 
Srikantha visista-sivddvaita-vdda. Siva is qualified by the 
sentient and the non-sentient even as the soul is qualified by the 
body. While for Nimbarka non-difference and difference are on 
the same level, for Srikantha non-difference is the principal 
which is qualified by difference. Difference is subordinate to 
non-difference, even as the body is subordinate to the soul 
which it qualifies. 

Cit-sakti 

The sentient and the non-sentient world is the result of the 
transformation of the cit-sakti or the energy of consciousness of 
the Supreme Lord who is non-different from it. The first 
manifestation of cit-sakti is N dray an a who is the material cause 
of the world. He is of the form of the universe, visvdkdra . 
Brahman himself who is Siva is the efficient cause. Brahman and 
cit-sakti are distinguishable aspects and not separate entities. 
Between Brahman and cit-sakti there is non-difference. 
Brahman is unchanging and unaffected by the transformation 
through cit-sakti. Brahman as different from cit-sakti is only the 
operative cause. Brahman as creator is to be viewed as endowed 
with cit-Sakti. On account of the relationship to the Lord 

1 5 11ksma-cid-acid-vihstam brahma kdranam ; sthula-cid-acid-visistam tat - 
kdryam bhavati. I. 1. 2. 
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through cit-sakti y the world partakes of the three qualities of 
being, consciousness and bliss of the Supreme. Particular things 
are a fraction of the existence of Brahman and their knowledge 
and bliss are fragments of the knowledge and bliss of Brahman . 
The identity of Brahman and the finite self is not to be taken 
literally. The relationship is of the nature binding the body and 
the embodied, the pervaded and the pervader. When the faggot 
is lit by fire, we speak of it as fire. 

V isista-sivddva it a 

Srikantha warns us against three possible views: (i) atyanta - 
bheda-vada , the view that there is an absolute difference between 
the Lord and the soul as between a jar and a piece of cloth 
because this conflicts with scriptural texts which deny difference. 

(ii) alyantcibheda-Viida, the view that there is absolute non- 
difference between the Lord and the soul, because this conflicts 
with scriptural texts which admit difference between the two. 

(iii) abhedd-bheda-vdda, the view that there is both non-difference 
and difference for this goes against facts of direct experience. 
Difference and non-difference are mutually contradictory and 
cannot coexist. Srikantha says: 'We are not among those who 
maintain absolute difference between Brahman and the world 
as between a jar and a cloth, that being opposed to the texts 
which declare their non-distinctness; and we are not of those 
who maintain their absolute non-difference; nor do we declare 
the illusoriness of one of them as in the case of silver and 
mother-of-pearl, 1 that being opposed to the texts which declare 
difference between their natural qualities. Nor are we of those 
who posit both difference and non-difference, that relationship 
being opposed to fact. We are, however, of those who maintain 
the non-dualism of the distinct, as exists between body and the 
embodied, or between a quality and the qualified/ 

For R. Brahman is a concrete universal, having matter and 
consciousness always associated with him and controlled by 
him as the limbs of a person are controlled by the person 

1 brahma-pvapancayor na vayam atyanta-bheda-vddino ghafa-patayor iva iad - 
ananyalva-para-Sruti virodhdt. na cdtyantdbhcda-vddinab. na vd kuhti-rajatayor 
ivaikatarannthydtva-vddinah, tat svdbhdvika-guna-bheda-para-srnti-virudhdt. na 
ca bhedabheda-vddinah, vastu-virodhdt. him tit barlra-sarlrinor iva guna-guninor 
iva ca visi§tddvaita-vddinah. 

C* 
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himself. In his Sivddvaita-nirnaya Appaya DIksita argues against 
the identification of £rikantha\s philosophy with that of R. s 
visistddvaita. He argues that Srlkantha's system was essentially 
a non-dualism, Advaita, though he offers the visistddvaita view 
for the benefit of those who are incapable of comprehending the 
absolute non-dual Brahman. Srikantha does not criticise the 
Advaita doctrine as R. does but expounds the theistic position. 

Appaya DIksita commenting on SSrikantha's views argues that 
Brahman differs from the sentient (cctana) and non-sentient 
(( acctana ). These are two forms of energy, cit-sakti or energy of 
consciousness which is responsible for conscious beings and jada- 
sakti which transforms itself in the form of the material universe 
under the instrumentality of Brahman. Both these are mani¬ 
festations of the energy of God. They are the qualities of God 
and have no existence separate from the nature of God. The 
soul is an eternal and real substance, a knower, an enjover and 
an active agent, atomic in size. These qualities pertain to the 
very nature of the soul and endure in bondage as in release. The 
soul though intelligent is not omniscient. It has limited know¬ 
ledge and is subject to defects and faults. Though the souls and 
the Lord are different, they are not absolutely different. The 
soul is atomic and is not of the nature of pure consciousness. It 
possesses knowledge as its permanent quality. It is a real 
part of Brahman and not a false appearance due to limitations 
of causes and conditions. The individual souls are active agents, 
doing things by themselves. God only helps the realisation of each 
one's wishes. He cannot be charged with cruelty or partiality. 1 

Even though Siva is all-merciful, he cannot remove the 
sorrows of all. It is only when by their own deeds the veil of 
ignorance and impurity is removed that the mercy of God 
manifests itself in the liberation of the soul. The laws of nature 
are the manifestation of the grace of God. By our good deeds we 
earn the mercy of God. By the proper and disinterested 
performance of duties we purify the mind and help the rise of 
knowledge. Though karma does not directly lead to salvation, 
it is an indirect means, for it gives rise to knowledge which leads 
to meditation and meditation leads to salvation. 

1 Appaya DIksita makes God completely responsible, tatha ca parame&vara- 
kdrita-purva-karma-mula-svecchadhine yatne, parame&varadhlnatvam na hlyate. 
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Kinds of Meditation 

There are various kinds of meditation. Meditation of the Lord 
in his own nature leads to liberation directly and immediately. 
The Lord is meditated on as identical with the self of the 
devotee which helps to remove the pasutva or bondage of the 
soul and leads to the attainment of Sivatva. Sarvajhanottara 
says: 'He who thinks, I am the self, Siva , the supreme self is, 
indeed, different or he who because of delusion meditates thus 
does not attain sivatva. Give up the thought of difference, “Siva 
is other than myself”, contemplate them always as not-dual, but 
in the form, what is Siva that is myself.’ 1 There is meditation on 
Ndrdyana which leads to the attainment of N dray an a and then 
to that of the Lord Siva . 2 

Release 

The grace of the Lord is an essential prerequisite of 
salvation. While the soul is under the control of the Lord in the 
state of bondage, it becomes free in the state of release. 
Liberation is severance of the bondage of worldly existence 3 and 
attaining to a similarity with Siva. The freed soul becomes 
omniscient 4 and independent, possessed of all his auspicious 
qualities and free from all defects. 5 The freed soul becomes 
similar to the Lord and not identical with him. 6 It is the full 
development of the soul 7 and not absorption in Siva. It is 
distinct from the Lord since it is atomic while the Lord is all- 
pervading. It lacks the power to create, maintain and destroy 
the universe which only the Lord has. The freed soul shares all 
the divine pleasures with the Lord. 8 It possesses pure, 
independent, non-material sense-organs and mind by which it 

1 aham dtmd sivohy avyah paramdtmcti yah smrtah 
evam yopdsayen mohdt na sivatvam avdpnuyat 
Hvo'nyas tv aham evdiiyaii pvthag-bhdvam vivarjayet. 
yak sivas so’ham eveti hy advayam bhdvayet sadd. 

Siva-ananya-sdksdtkara-patala. 12, 13. 

* III. 3. 57. 3 paka-viccheda and pasutva-mvrtti. 

4 samsdre kiriicijjnatvam muhtau sarvajnatvam iti jhata eva dtmd. 

5 IV. 4. 9. 6 I, 3. 8. 7 TV. 4- 21. 

8 pari-piiryidham bhdvarii prakaiam anubhavati. This egoity is not like the 

prakrta aham-kdra which is narrow but embraces the whole world 

prapaftedvagdhin. IV. 4. 17, 18, 19. 
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enjoys pleasures. It perceives the diversity of the universe. 1 It is 
united with the Lord in blissful experience and perceives his 
form. The liberated soul can remain without a body and enjoy 
all experiences through mind alone or he can at the same time 
animate or recreate many spiritual bodies which transcend the 
laws oiprakrti and through them enjoy any happiness he wishes 
to have. He is not subject to the law of karma; he has no 
rebirth but he retains his personality possessing perfect 
resemblance with God, sdrupya. Salvation is a positive state of 
supreme and unsurpassed bliss and knowledge. It is not a state 
of mere unconsciousness. It can be attained only after the death 
of the earthly body. 2 

For Srikantha there is no jivan-mukti, liberation in this life. 
All karmas which are ripe for producing fruits will continue to 
give fruits and do so until the present body falls away. Past 
karmas which have begun to take effect have to run their course 
till the end of this life. In that state we attain knowledge but not 
liberation. There are two kinds of salvation, immediate and 
gradual. Those who meditate on the Supreme Lord in his own 
nature go directly to the Lord and become free at once. Those 
who meditate on the Lord as sentient and non-sentient or on 
Ndrayana who is the Lord in the form of the material cause of 
the universe first go to Ndrayana and then to Siva. 

Srikantha sometimes says that there is no need for the 
devotees of the non-related, niranvayopdsakas to travel by this 
path of the gods. 3 Some like Appaya DIksita argue that 
Srikantha was at heart a non-dualist. The expression niranvaya 
is understood by Appaya DIksita as nis-prapanca. Srlkantha 
seems to admit the existence of Brahman without deter¬ 
minations, Nir-guna Brahman , though his main purpose is to 
foster faith in and devotion to Personal God, Sa-guna Brahman . 
Srikantha asks us to look upon the Lord as master in relation to 
servants and adopt the path of service, the ddsa marga y but he 
admits that those who seek release should meditate on the Lord 
as one with the self and not as standing in the relationship of the 
embodied to the body. 

1 vividham vastu-jdtam patyanti, vimvkanti cid yasya sah. III. 2. 16. 

* IV. 28. 

■ kecin niranvayopasakdnam iha iavlrapdta eva muktir iti arciradi-gatim 
aniyatdm ahujt. Srikantlia on IV. 2. 18. 
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Saiva Siddhdnta 

5 . mentions the name of Siddhdnta-sdstra composed by Siva 
himself. 1 He refers to the three categories of pati, the lord, pasu, 
the creature, and pdsa, the bond. The purpose of creation is to 
enable the souls to purify and perfect themselves. The pain is in 
bondage and the pdsa can be scotched only by union with pati , 
the Lord. These views were adopted by the Saiva Siddhdnta 
and the Pasupata schools. The pati is Siva who is called Rudra. 
Uma-pati who lived in the early half of the fourteenth century 
says that Siva is the Supreme Being who is neither permanently 
manifested nor unmanifested, without qualities, without 
impurities. The Pasupata system deals with live categories, the 
cause (kdrana), effect (kdrya), union with God (yoga), rules of 
conduct ( vidhi) and end of sorrow (duhkhdnta). For this system 
Pasu-pati, God is the instrumental cause of the world. The 
Naiydyikas and the Vaisesikas adopt a similar view of God’s 
causality. 2 

Between Srikantha's view and the Saiva Siddhdnta there are 
some differences. The dnava mala or the power which obscures 
of the Saiva Siddhdnta is called avidyd by £rikantha. Saiva 
Siddhdnta makes a distinction between cit-sakti and may a. 
Srikantha accepts the tdddtmya view that the One Reality 
appears as gunin and guna, substance and attribute, while the 
Saiva Siddhdnta means by tdddtmya the close connection of two 
things which might be regarded as one. The soul is atomic, anu, 
for £rlkanta while for Saiva Siddhdnta it is all-pervading, 
vibhu. Srikantha docs not adopt the view attributed to Saiva- 
gamas that God is only the instrumental cause. For him, as we 
have seen, he is also the material cause. 

For Saiva Siddhdnta, the soul is pure consciousness (cin- 
mdtra) covered with impurities. It is all-pervading in space and 
time and goes through the cycle of birth and rebirth. Its nature 
is both jhdna and kriyd. It is pure consciousness which appears 
as distinct on account of the impurities, the pdsas with which it 
is covered. The malas or impurities do not affect the purity of 

1 II. 2. 37 . 

2 R. mentions Kdpdlikas and Kdla-mukhas as being sects of Saivism which are 
of an anti-Vedic character (veda-bdhya). Anandagiri's Sariikara-vijaya mentions 
the Kdpdlikas as being outside the pale of the Vedas . 
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the consciousness even as gold is not affected by the dross with 
which it is associated. The impurities can be removed not by 
knowledge but by the grace of Siva. The malas bind us 
differently on account of different kinds of karma. The obscur¬ 
ations of mala differentiate the different souls which are all 
basically one with Siva. Liberation does not mean transfor¬ 
mation. It is only the removal of the impurities, the malas on 
account of which the different individual entities pass through 
the cycle of samsdra. 


G. NIMBARICA 

Nimbarka was a Telugu Brahman who was born in Nimba or 
Nimbapura in the Bellary district but lived in Brindavana. 1 He 
was a lifelong celibate, naisthika-brahma-cdrin. He seems to be 
indebted largely to R.'s bhdsya and criticises Srik ant ha's views. 
His date may be about the latter half of the thirteenth century. 

Literature 

Nimbarka's main works are Veddnta-pdrijdla-saurabha, 
which is his commentary on the B.S., Dasa-sloki or Siddhanta - 
rain a and Sa-vise$a-nir-visesa sri-Krsna-stava-raja . He has also 
written a number of stotras. His direct disciple Srinivasa wrote a 
commentary on Nimbarka’s work, called Veddnta-kaustubha. 
Ke£ava Kasmlrin wrote a work on V eddnta-Kaustubha called 
the Veddnta-Kaustubha-prabhd. 

Bheddbheda-vdda 

There are texts which affirm duality between Brahman and 
the individual souls and others which affirm their non-duality. 
We can reconcile these conflicting texts by adopting the 
bheddbheda or the dvaitddvaita-vdda to which we have references 
in the B.S. 

According to Nimbarka there are three equally real and 
coeternal realities (tri-tattva ), Brahman, cit and acit. While 
Brahman is the controller, niyantr, cit is the enjoyer, bhoktr, and 
acit is the enjoyed, bhogya. Acit or non-sentient reality is of 

1 There is also a view that he was born in Brindavana on the Yamuna river. 
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three kinds, (i) prdkrta or what is derived from prakrti or 
primal matter, (ii) aprdkrta or what is not derived from prakrti 
but derived from a non-material substance of which the world 
of Brahman is made and (iii) kdla or time. There is a difference 
of nature between them, svariipa-bhcda. Souls and matter, cit 
and acit, have a dependent reality, para-tantra-tattva. 

Nimbarka adopts the view of svdbhdvika-bhedcibheda. Differ¬ 
ence and non-difference are both equally real. They coexist 
but do not contradict each other. The relation between the 
one and the many is like the sea and its waves 1 or the sun 
and its rays. Cit and acit , the souls and the universe, exist in 
Brahman from all eternity and do not become separate from 
him even when manifested. They retain their specific natures. 
Brahman has a kdrana-rupa when he is pure cause without 
producing any effects, i.e. during the time of universal dis¬ 
solution. Even in the causal state, he is not absolutely un- 
differenced or nir-viscsa, a pure unity or a bare identity. 
Brahman is always sa-visesa. Cit and acit are never absolutely 
merged in Brahman. They retain their individuality and 
separateness even during salvation and dissolution. God is 
separated from everything and inseparable from everything. 
Brahman is both transcendent and immanent. Brahman is 
personal, possessed of a celestial body, full of divine beauty and 
grace. He is bhakta-vatsala , a god of love and grace. Nimbarka 
identifies Brahman with Krsna. For R/s Visnu and Laksmi , we 
have in Nimbarka Krsna and Rddha . Brahman assumes 
earthly forms to help the world. 

Brahman is the omniscient, the cause of the origin, sustenance 
and destruction of the universe. He is all-powerful and all- 
merciful. While R. insists on the incomparable greatness 
(i aisvarya ) of the Lord, Nimbarka lays stress on the sweetness 
(mddhurya). Brahman is gracious to his devotees and helps them 
to have a direct vision of himself. 

Scriptural A uthority 

Brahman , possessed of inconceivable energies, is apprehended 
through the authority of Scripture. We cannot know the truth 

1 avibhagepi samudra-taiangayor iva surya-tcit-prabhayor iva vibhdgas syat. 

II. i. 13. 
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of things by our own limited powers of perception and inference. 
We have to rely on Scripture for our knowledge of Brahman . 
Scripture is the record of the experiences of great seers who have 
attained the power to realise God directly. 

Brahman and the World 

Brahman s relation to cit and acit is not one of substance and 
attribute as is the case with R. but is that of cause and effect. 
The impure cit and acit cannot be parts of Brahman. Brahman is 
the material and efficient cause of the universe of souls and 
matter. 1 The material and efficient causes are ordinarily 
different from one another. In the case of the jar made of clay, 
clay is the material cause and the potter is the efficient cause. 
Prakrti is said to be the cause of all material objects. But 
according to Nimbarka’s follower, Purusottama, prakrti is said 
to be a power or sakti of Brahman. In his Vedanta-ratna- 
manjusd , Purusottama observes that creation is the mani¬ 
festation of the subtle powers of cit and acit in the form of gross 
effects. In pralaya or dissolution the} 7 remain in a subtle state 
and in srsti or creation they become manifest. The universe is a 
real transformation, parindma , of Brahman. Brahman is 
greater than the world which is not a complete or exhaustive 
manifestation of Brahman. Acit is prakrti or primal matter. The 
presence of cit and acit in Brahman does not affect his nature. 

Why should the perfect Brahman, who can have no motive, 
no unfulfilled desire create the world? Nimbarka says that he 
does so in sport, out of the abundance of his joy. Creation does 
not indicate any insufficiency in Brahman. The word lild or 
sport does not indicate any arbitrariness or irrationality. 

Souls and their destiny 

Nimbarka believes in an infinite number of souls. Each of 
them is a distinctive agent, a knower ( jhdtr ), doer {kartr) and 
enjoyer ( hhoktr). The soul is atomic in size and is said to pass out 
of the body through such small openings as the eye, etc. 
Though atomic in size, its attribute of knowledge pervades the 
whole body and is capable of experiencing the various states of 
1 c.u. VI. 2. 3. 
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the body even as a small lamp can flood a large room with its 
light. 

Nimbarka criticises the doctrine of the all-pervasiveness of 
the soul. If it were so we would have eternal perception or 
eternal non-perception. Either it is in connection with all 
objects when it will have eternal perception or it is not in 
connection with all objects, when it will have eternal non¬ 
perception and there will not be anything outside to bring 
about any connection. Human individuals undergo experiences 
in accordance with their past conduct. There are three kinds of 
destiny for the soul, svarga or heaven, naraka or hell and 
apavarga or release. The sinners go to hell; the virtuous go to 
heaven and the knowers go to the world of Brahman and are not 
bound to return any more to samsdra. They are the released 
souls. Release is not the annihilation of the individual but is the 
full development of one's nature, dtma-svarfipa-ldbha. 

One attains freedom by the ceaseless reflection on Brahman 
as the deepest self of the individual soul; not in the sense of 
absolute identity but in the sense of identity in difference. 1 
Freedom is the attainment of the nature of Brahman , tad- 
bhdvdpatti or brahma-svardpa-ldbha. As the difference between 
Brahman and the soul is natural and eternal, it persists even in 
the state of release. In the state of release the individual is not 
merged in God. When the soul attains its full development, it 
becomes similar to and not one with the Supreme. The goal is 
fellowship with the Supreme through the bond of mutual love. 
The freed soul is both different and non-different from Brahman . 
It is different because its individuality is not lost; it is non- 
different because it is dependent on and an organic part of 
Brahman. It has the attributes of being, consciousness and bliss 
and is free from the defects of sin, pain and suffering. It is still 
atomic in size while Brahman is all-pervading. The freed soul 
has not the power to create, maintain and dissolve the world. 
Even in the state of release the soul has the power to move 
about freely and realise its aims. Souls in bondage are attached 
to material bodies and are subject to rebirth according to their 
past deeds. The released souls are freed from connection with 
karma and are not liable to be born in the world of samsdra. 

1 mumuk§und parama-purusah svasya atmatvena dhycyah. IV. i. 3. 
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Release is possible only after death. There is no jwan-mukti 
according to Nimbarka. So long as the material body persists, 
release is not possible. 

The way to salvation is by means of the five sddhanas, work, 
knowledge, devotion and meditation, surrender to God and 
obedience to the spiritual preceptor. One can undertake the 
inquiry into Brahman only after a study of the Vedic duties 
leading to different kinds of beneficial results. The function of 
karma is to purify the mind and help the rise of knowledge. 
Even after the rise of knowledge, the various duties of the 
different stages of life have to be observed . 1 When we realise 
that these results of karma are different from eternal bliss we 
attempt to attain Brahman through the grace of God. Brahman 
is to be meditated on as Krsna along with Rdclhci. 2 

While both R. and Nimbarka hold that the world is real like 
Brahman and is both different and non-different from it, the 
emphasis is more on non-difference in R. and on both difference 
and non-difference in Nimbarka . 3 


H. SRlPATI 

Srlpati Pandit, an Andhra Brahmin of Vijayavada, lived about 
the latter half of the fourteenth century , 4 and wrote a com¬ 
mentary on the B.S. defending dvaitddvaita , unity in duality. 
He calls his doctrine visesadvaiia dvaitddvaitabhidhdna , bheddbhe- 
ddhnaka and is opposed to Bdsnpata dualism. It is different from 

1 t asm at vidyodayuya svdisram a-harmdign ihotrddi-rvipam grhasthena, tapo- 
japudini karmdni itrdhva-rctobhir annsfhcydni Hi siddham. Veddnta-haustabha- 
prabhd. 

2 This view is to be found not in Veddnta-pdrijata-saiirabha but in Dasa- 
slo/i'I. 

Jayadcva (twelfth century) described in his Glta-govinda the longing of the 
human soul for union with the Divine through the love of Rddhd and Krsna . 
The soul which is divine in its essence longs for union with the Divine from 
which it is separated by the feeling of individuality and it yearns to return to 
its original source. Jayadeva had remarkable skill in blending sounds and 
feelings. Vidyapati (a.d. 1368-1475) was his follower in poetry though not in 
religion. 

3 brahmdbhinnopi. hsctrajnah sva-svarupato bhinna eva. 

4 £ripati refers to srTkantha's bhdsya on B.S. II. 1. 22; III. 2. 8 and is 
therefore later than Srikantha. 
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parindma-vdda and vivarla-vdda. Sripati's view combines the 
bheda and the abheda views on the analogy of the serpent and its 
coils or the sun and its rays. There are advaita texts like tat 
tvam asi and dvaita texts like two birds dwelling on the same 
tree. If we are not to violate the two sets of texts, we must 
adopt dvaitddvaita . His work is the philosophical basis of lira- 
saivism . 1 Srlpati’s bhdsya is called Srlkara-bhdsya for Sripati 
wrote it not in his own name but in the name of brikara or 
Sivakara, for Siva is said to have inspired him to write this 
work. 2 Sripati is a vira-saiva. V ira-saivas accept the twenty- 
eight Saiva Agamas and the Siva-gi'td. Sripati does not accept 
the validity of the Tantric agamas and rites, which R. does. 2 4 * He 
is also opposed to the Tantric doctrines of PasupalasA 

Unity in Duality 

This doctrine of unity in duality has had a long history. It 
goes back to a period prior to the composition of the B.S. S. 
criticises a similar theory attributed to Bhartr-prapanca. 6 
According to Professor M. Hiriyanna, Reality for Bhartr-pra¬ 
panca is bheddbheda or difference and non-difference. The 
relation of Brahman to the world is analogous to that of snake 
and its coils or the sun and its radiance. The cause is immanent 
in the effect. He adopts parindma or transformation as against 
vivaria or appearance. Brahman , who is one without a second, 
becomes Isvara, God and the worlds of souls and material 
objects. The jiva or the individual soul is a mode of Brahman 
and not an illusory appearance. Bhartr-prapanca adopts jhana- 
karma-samuccaya or co-ordination of knowledge and work as 
the means to liberation. This doctrine co-ordinates experience 
and Scripture. We have pramdua-samuccaya. Bhaskara and 

1 Cp. vi-iabdam vd vikalpdrthc va-sabdo rahitdrthakah 
vihalpa-rahitam kaivam vlra-iaivani pracaksate. 

a Baladeva’s commentary is called Govinda-bhdsya for he says that it was 
written at the command of Govinda. 

bhasyam etad viracitam baladevena dhimatd 
sri-govinda-nidescna govindakhyam agdt tatah. 

3 paribhdsd-pradhdna-ramdnuja-sdsiram veda-mulatvabhdvdt avaidihnm iti 
ghanldghosah. II. 2. 42. 

4 pdflca-rdtradivat pdsupatydgamandm nirastatvdt . 

8 See 6. on B.U. V. 1. 1. 
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Yadava Prakasa, who adopt varieties of this doctrine, are 
criticised by R. 1 

Srlpati attacks the materialist (cdrvdka) view that life is a 
product of material forces. Life cannot be a product of non-life. 
Even as a temple has a builder, the world also must have had a 
builder. Vedic texts declare the reality of Brahman as Siva. 
Brahman is different from the world of gross and subtle forms. 2 
Brahman is identified with Para-siva or Parama-siva who has 
two forms undivided ( a-dvitlya) and divided ( dvitiya ). In the 
latter he has pr ad liana* Siva, though endowed with the three 
gunas, is different from the three gunas , or trigundtmaka-hetu- 
bhuta-pradhdna-sakti, or the threefold creative power. Siva is 
nir-guna when, prior to creation, he withdraws all his powers 
within himself; lie is sa-guna when he expands the powers and is 
about to create the world. 

Siva is the efficient and material cause of the world. The two 
are non-different but not one. 4 Siva, through his cit-sakti, 
creates the world. 6 The energy that manifests itself is in 
Brahman. The sat-sthala para-siva Brahman is the primal cause 
of everything. 6 God is indistinguishable from his energies even 
as the sun cannot be distinguished from his rays. In the original 
state when there was no world God alone existed, and the world 
of multiplicity existed in a subtle form wholly indistinguishable 
from him. When the idea of creation moves him he separates the 
living beings and makes them different, being associated with 
different kinds of karma. Everything we see in the world is real 
and has Siva for his substratum. 

Criticism of Mdyd 

Srlpati criticises the view of the differenceless Brahman and 
the world-appearance. The differenceless Brahman can be 
established only on the authority of Scripture or inference but 
these are included within the conceptual world of distinctions 
and cannot take us beyond it to a differenceless Brahman. If 

1 R. on B.S. II. i. 15. 2 sthula-suksma-prapanca-vydvrtta . 

3 sivadhlna-pradhana-vikasa-sad-bhave. 

4 abhinna-nimittopdddna-kdranatvam na tu eka-karanatvam. 

6 bhi'ddbheddtmikd saktih brahma-nistha sandtanl. 

• sarva-kdrana, veddnta-vedya , purva‘pardmrsfa-saf-sthala-para-&iva-brah - 
maiva. 
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Brahman has avidyd as its quality it would cease to he Brahman . 
If avidyd belongs to Brahman , there ought to be some other 
entity by whose action avidyd is removed. There are many texts 
which speak of a Personal God. So a differenceless Brahman is a 
wrong assumption. How can a formless Brahman be reflected 
through mdyd or avidyd ? If the Personal God, Isvara , is a 
reflection in mdyd or avidyd , then the destruction of the latter 
will mean the destruction of God and the individual soul. We 
must admit that Brahman appears in two forms as pure 
consciousness and as the world. Scriptural texts support 
Brahman with form and without form. The Personal God 
cannot be mere appearance. An apparent object cannot bestow 
benefits or be the object of devotion. 

There is nothing that can establish the fact of the world- 
appearance. It exists and fulfils our needs. It is not something 
which appears without an underlying reality. The world has a 
substratum. If the appearance is regarded as different from the 
substratum, we fall into the error of duality. The world has a 
definite order and system. It is the basis of our knowledge and 
behaviour. Even dream experiences are real. They are not 
created by the individual through his personal effort. They are 
created by God and are not wholly unrelated to the objects of 
life. They indicate luck or ill-luck in life. Even deep sleep, 
susupti, is produced by God when we enter into the network of 
nerves in the heart. We do not become merged in Brahman. 
When we wake up we remember our past. B.S. 1 repudiates the 
idea of the non-existence of an external world. The texts that 
speak of the world as being made up of names and shapes do not 
lead to the view that Brahman alone is real and the world is an 
appearance. In whatever form the world may appear, it is in 
reality nothing but Siva . 2 

The manifold world which has come out of Brahman is one 
with him. It cannot be regarded as the body of Brahman for the 
Scriptures declare that in the beginning only pure being 
existed. The world and Brahman are distinct from each other 
and one cannot be said to be a part of the other. The texts teach 

1 II. 2. 27-8. 

8 vacarambhana-Srutlnam Hvopddanatvdt prapaftcasya tad-taddtmya- 
bodhakatvam vidhtyate , na ca mithydtvam. I. 1. 1. 
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both duality and non-duality. The world is different from and 
identical with Brahman. There is no question of the false 
imposition of the one on the other. 5 rlpati repudiates £.’s theory 
of world-appearance and formless Brahman as unworthy of 
acceptance. 1 

Sripati takes his stand on the bheddhheda texts used also by 
Bhaskara and R., which state that the relation between God 
and the world is similar to that between the ocean and the 
waves. Commenting on I. 4. 22 Sripati says that Badarayana’s 
view is the bheddhheda view of Kasakrtsna. The world exists in a 
subtle form and is developed into gross existence through the 
power of Siva . 2 He is beyond all worlds and is possessed of all 
powers. There is nothing impossible for him. The pradhdna 
power is treated as a bhinna-sakti while the cit sakti is said to be 
abhinna-sakti. Siva remains unaltered in all the three stages of 
time. 3 

Though God transforms himself into the material world he 
does not exhaust himself in creation. The greater part of him is 
transcendent. The individual soul ,jwa, is beginningless, ancidi, 
atomic {ami), bound down by mayd ( mdyd-pdsa-baddha), 
caught in the whirl of samsdra {ghora-apdra-nissdra- 
sariisdira-vydpdra), subject to the three kinds of passion {tdpa- 
iraya) and so subject to birth and death {ndnd-sarira-pravesa- 
nirgama). It is possessed of self-conceit {abhimdna-visista ), 
leading to attachment and anger {kdma-krodha) resulting in 
happiness and misery [sukha-diihkha). The jlva has power of 
understanding and can act independently. It has the capacity to 
realise Brahman. 

Release 

When the j jlva is freed from the fetters of the three gunas, it is 
freed and becomes one with Siva. Then the advaita state prevails. 
So long as the jlva is fettered, he is separate from Siva and the 
dvaita condition is true. The freed soul has no body subject 

1 smdrtdn sarva-mata-bhrastdn jagan-mithydtva-sddhakdn 
gunikdcdra-sampanndn pdsandan pari-varjayet. I. i. 20. 

2 parcchinna-sakti-visisfe niravayave jlvutmani sva-manaPhaktyd vicitra- 
ndna-vidha-brahmdnda-kalpandm upapannam. 

8 hula-trayepi eka-rupatayd sthitah. 
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to karma . The body which he assumes to attain kaildsa is 
non-natural and effulgent like that of Paramcsvara 1 and is free 
from causes that make for unhappiness. 2 He is of true resolve, 
satya-samkalpa and has no lord over him, ananyadhipati. He is as 
independent as Siva himself, sivavat svatantrah. The freed souls 
assume the form of Siva (siva-sdrftpya), are omniscient and free 
from self-conceit ( abhimdna ). They have Siva’s own form but 
still worship him even in the state of release. 

Jwa and Brahman are different from each other in the state 
of bondage; 3 in the state of release, the jlva is not dilferent. from 
Brahman . 4 The intuition of Brahman, brahma-sdksdtkdra , 
cannot be had by a study of the Upanisads. The grace of God 
and the grace of the guru are also needed. By knowledge and 
devotion we may attain to the supreme state. 5 By updsana , 
dhycina , dhdrana and jndna the earthly sheath is cast off 
and Sivatva is reached. Caste distinctions are not insisted on 
by the Vira-saivas. Vedic duties are compulsory in all stages of 
life. 0 

Those who worship Siva go to Siva; those who worship other 
forms of Brahman than Siva go to them. 7 In the interests of 
devotees God takes all the forms in which we find him. 8 
Devotees who meditate on the mnrta and anulrta forms of 
Brahman realise both these states. Sripati points out that on the 
analogy of bhramara-k it a - nydya , by faith, devotion and 
meditation, the individual soul attains the nature of Siva . 9 The 
formless Brahman can be obtained by means of the worship of 
personal forms, sa-gunopasand . By meditating on NUa-kantha 
the supreme three-eyed Lord helped by Umd, the saint will 

1 aprdkvta-jyotir-mayatvena paramesvara-sariravat. 

2 na duhkha-hetnh. 

3 svabhavika-bhinnatvam. 4 tadvad abhinnatvam . 

6 jnanarii vastn paricchctti dhydnam tat-bhdva-karanam 
tasmat jlvo bhavet sambhuh krimivat kita-cintanat. 

6 TIL 4. 2. 

7 Sripati quotes the following smrti text: 

sivam bhajanti ye nardh sivam vrajanti tc narah 
iivetaram bhajanti ye sivetaram vrajanti te. 

8 bhahtdnugrahdrtham ghrta-hathinyavad divya-maugala-vigraha-dharasya 
mahesvarasya muridmurta-prapaiica-kalpane apy adosah. 1. 1. 2. 

9 iraddha-bhakti-dhydna-yogdd avchV ityddau bh ra mar a-hi la vat paramos- 
varopasanatmaka-dhyuna jnana-va$dt jlvasya Hva-tattva-prdptim upadcsdt. 
1. 1. 4. 
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attain Siva, the origin of created things, who is beyond dark¬ 
ness. 1 

The six positions in the progress of the aspirant aiming at the 
attainment of freedom from bondage are said to be sat-sthala, 2 3 
Sat-sthala is the connecting link between the individual soul 
and the Supreme Reality, it marks the six stages which signify 
the acquisition of knowledge which leads to sdmarasya or 
equality with Brahman . They are named hhakti, mahesa, 
prasdda, prdna-lihga sarana, aikya. Siva is worshipped as lihga? 
the symbol which is said to transcend space. 

While the worship of Bari and tiara, Visnu and Siva was 
generally adopted, still in some periods rivalries were 
pronounced. Haradattacarya’s work on tiari-hara-tdratamyam 
is a case in point. The joint worship of Visnu and Siva in the 
form of tiari-hara is advised in the well-known Devangere 
inscription dated a.d. 1224. 


I. VALLABHA 

Vallabha belongs to the latter part of the fifteenth century. 4 
He wrote a commentary on the B.S. called the A nu-bhdsya, the 
small commentary as distinct from the Brhad-hhdsya , or the 
large commentary, which has not come down to us. Like 
Madhva and JIva Gosvamin, Vallabha holds the Bhdgavata 
Purana in high esteem. He wrote a commentary on it called the 

1 umd-sahdyam paramesvaram prabhum tri-locanam nlla-kanlham pr as ant am 
dhydtvd munir gacchati bh uia-yonim samasta-sdksim tamasah parastat. 

Kaivalya U. 7. 

2 1. 1. 3- 

3 llyante yatra bhiitdni nir-gacchanti pitnah punajt. 
tcna lingam param vyoma niskalah paramai sivah. 

Lingam llnam gamayati yat, the unseen background of the universe. Anyone 
initiated in the Pdsupata-vrata wears not only bhasma but lihga : 

lihgdnga-sahgindm caiva punar-janma na vidyate 
yesd pdsupato yogah pasu-pasa nivrttaye 
sarva-veddnla-sdroyam atydsrama iti srutih. 

He who wears the lihga on his body will have no more rebirth. This wearing 
of the lihga is the pdsupata yoga by which we destroy the animal created by 
bondage. This is the essence of the Vedanta , the meaning of atydsrama of the 
hruti. 

4 His dates are given as A.n. 1479-1531 or 1481-1533. 
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Subodhint. In his Anu-bhdsya, he uses not only the Upanisads, 
the B.G. and the B.S., but also the Bhdgavata. His commen¬ 
tary is available only up to II I. 2. 33 and it was completed by 
his second son Vittala-natha. He himself was a follower of 
Visnu-svamin (fourteenth century) who is reputed to be the 
founder of V isuddhddvaita . Visnu-svamin is said to have written 
a commentary on the B.S. called Sarvajha-sTilda . There is a 
legend that Visnu-svamin’s successors were jnana-deva, 
Nama-deva, Tri-locana and Vallabha. Possibly Visnu-svamin 
lived about the end of the thirteenth century. He follows 
Madhva’s views except that lie advocates the worship of Rddhd 
along with that of Krsna. In his commentary on the Bhdgavata 
Parana called Subodhint , 1 Vallabha states the view of Visnu- 
svamin as propounding a distinction between Brahman and the 
world through the qualities of sattva, rajas and tamas while he 
holds that Brahman is devoid of qualities. 2 Vallabha’s suddhdd - 
vaita is distinct from S/s system which he regards as impure on 
account of its use of the doctrine of may a. 

Ultimate Reality 

For Vallabha, the Supreme is Krsna, known as Brahman in 
the Upanisads , one without a second, being, awareness and 
bliss, sac-cid-dnanda. He is free from all differences, internal or 
external. There are three forms of Brahman : (i) Para-Brahman, 
Punisottama or Krsna, (ii) A ntar-ydmin, the principle dwelling 
in the finite souls, (iii) Aksara Brahman, which is the object of 
meditation which is regarded as the abode of Krsna . The 
Aksara appears as prahrti and purusa and is the cause of every¬ 
thing. It is higher than purusa and prahrti and includes in¬ 
numerable worlds. While Purusottama is the highest, Aksara 
Brahman is one expression of it. It appears in four forms: 
(1) aksara, (2) kdla or time, (3) karman or action, (4) svabhdva or 
nature. Time is regarded as a form of God. It is supra-sensible 
and is inferred from the nature of effects, kdrydnumeya. It is all- 
pervasive and the cause and support of all things. It is the first 
cause that disturbs the equilibrium of the gunas . 

1 ill. 32. 37. 

2 te ca sdmpratam v i sv 11 svamy-an u sarin a h tattva-vadi no ramdnujas ca 
tamo-rajas-sattvair bhinna asm at pratipdditdc ca nairgunya-vddasya . 
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Karma or action is also universal. It manifests itself as 
different actions in different men. 

A third category is svabhdva. It is that which produces 
change. 1 These are eternal principles which are one with God. 
The souls, the material world and the indwelling spirit are three 
forms of God and not different from him. 2 The universe consists 
of these three elements. Inanimate objects have only sat or being; 
consciousness and bliss are absent. The animate creation jfva has 
being and consciousness but not bliss. Krsna, the Supreme 
Being, has all the three qualities, being, consciousness and bliss. 

God is both agent and non-agent. He cannot be known 
through the pramanas / yet is he known when he wills. God is 
the changeable as well as the unchangeable. He is not sa-guna or 
possessed of qualities for the simple reason that the qualities do 
not stand against him depriving him of his independence. He is 
the controller of the qualities and so their existence and non¬ 
existence depend on him. He is both sa-guna and nir-guna . 

God has the power to become anything at any time through 
what is known as his mdyd-sakti. He is the creator of everything 
and is the material and efficient cause of the world. 3 God does 
not create by using prakrti but through his own nature. He is the 
samavdya and the nimitta-kdrana of the world. Vallabha holds 
that Brahman is the inherent cause or samavdyl-kdrana since 
Brahman exists everywhere in his tripartite nature as being, 
consciousness and bliss. Brahman manifests his three characters 
in different proportions in matter, soul and Brahman. He is 
present in his fullness in all objects though he manifests his 
qualities in different degrees. Multiplicity does not involve any 
change for it is the one identity that is manifested in varying 
forms. Mdyct is the power of Brahman and is not different from 
Brahman . 4 The cause, Brahman , and the effect, the world, are 
the same. Though unmanifest and transcendent by creating the 
world, he becomes manifest and the object of comprehension. 
The world being a manifestation of Brahman is never destroyed 

1 parindma-hetutvam tal-laksayam. 

1 sa-j ally u-vi-j fitly a-sva-gata-dvaila-varjitam sa-jdtlyu jlvd, vi-jdtiyd jatfdh, 
sva-gata antar-ydminah ; trisv api bhagavdn ami sy fit as tri-rupak ca bhavatlti. 
(air nirupitam dvaitam bhedas iad-varjitam. Tattvdrtha-dlpa. 8 I. 1.4. 

4 mdydyapi bhagavac-chaktitvena iaktimad-abhinnatvdt. Puru§ottama's 
Prasthuna-ratndkara, p. 159. 
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of the jlva are under the control of Brahman. Brahman and jlva 
are real, one being the support and the other the supported. The 
self is one though it appears as many when it becomes associated 
with diverse kinds of ignorance and limits itself by the objects of 
knowledge. The notion of the self as doer and enjoyer is due to 
misconception. If the self were not naturally free, it would not 
be possible to liberate it by any means. The souls are eternal 
parts of Brahman. Though atomic in size, they pervade the 
whole body by their intelligence. They are of three classes, 
pnsti, marydda and pravdha. The first class are the chosen ones 
who enjoy the grace of God and are ardently devoted to him. 
The second are devoted to God and worship him through the 
study of the Scriptures. The last are engrossed in worldly 
desires and do not think of God. 

For Hie jlva to enjoy all blessings along with Brahman , it is 
necessary that it should possess all attributes as Brahman. The 
jlva is made in the image of Brahman. It is not dnanda-maya but 
when it attains brahma-knowledge it enjoys clnanda. It does not 
become dnanda-maya for then it would be the creator of worlds 
like Brahman. The Supreme who is dnanda-maya gives bliss to 
the jlvas and cannot itself be the jlva. There is always a 
distinction between the giver and the receiver, the attained and 
the attainer. For the individual to know itself as pure intelli¬ 
gence, yoga or knowledge by special vision is essential. 

Release and the Way to it 

Vallabha holds that the knower of Brahman is absorbed in 
Aksara Brahman and not in Pumsottama. If knowledge is 
associated with devotion the seeker is absorbed in Purnsottama. 
There is a still higher stage where the Lord gives to some souls 
divine bliss. They share the joy of his company, nitya-llld. 

Bhakti } of which Vallabha gives a detailed analysis, is the only 
means to salvation. By it we reach release from birth and 
rebirth. The state of bhakti when we enjoy God with all our 
senses and mind is better even than release. Bhakti , for 
Vallabha, is premd and sevd, love and service. Through intense 
attachment to the Supreme one perceives him in all things, 
for they are all manifestations of God. Bhakti produces 
sarvdtma-bhdva. 
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There are two forms of bhakti, maryada-bhakti which is 
attainable by one’s own efforts and pusti-bhakti which is 
attainable by the grace of God alone, without one’s own effort. 
Vallabha adopts the latter position. Those who adopt this way 
gain release through the grace of the Supreme. They are elected 
by God whether they have acquired the requisite qualifications 
or not. This w^ay demands complete surrender to the Supreme. 
Vallabha does not advocate renunciation or samnydsa. 
Renunciation follows from bhakti out of necessity and not out of 
a sense of duty. The path of knowledge brings its results after 
many births. The way of bhakti is preferable. 

Sur Das (a.I). 1483 1563) was Vallabha’s chief disciple and he 
popularised Vallabha’s teaching. Mira Bai (a.d. 1498-1573) in 
her songs brought out the full implications of the w r orship of 
Rddhd-Krsna. She put herself in the place of Rddhd and 
addressed her songs to Krsna. 


J. SUKA 

From the quotations in other commentaries we find that £uka 
(sixteenth century) is an advocate of bhcda-vdda. Suka follows 
Madhva's teaching on this point. He bases his views on the 
Bhdgavata Parana. He admits differences to be real between the 
individual soul, jiva, and the Lord, Isa, jwa and prakrti. The 
world is real. The B.S. gives us not an unqualified, nir-visesa 
Brahman but a qualified, sa-visesa Brahman . While Para- 
Brahman is nir-guna in so far as he is absolutely free from sattva, 
rajas and tamas , he is full of auspicious qualities, anandadi-sad- 
gunas. He is the source of the creation, maintenance and 
destruction of the universe. 1 Brahman in the form of Sri Hari, 
Ndrdyana , Krsna is to be adored. 5 uka believes in avatdras 
which are said to be equal. 

The purpose of jijhdsd or inquiry is for the attainment of 
release, moksa-ldbha. The Supreme, out of his grace, grants 
moksa or liberation. 2 The released soul is para-tantra , 

1 jagat-janmadi-kdranatvam para-brahmano laksanam bhavatlti prdha 
janmddyasya iti. 

* bhagavat-prasada-labdhasya moksasva pratyag-climana sannihitatvam ast %. 

IV. 4. 17. 
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subordinate to Paramdtman. He enjoys bliss in association with 
the Supreme Lord. 

K. VIJNANA-BHIKSU 

Vijnana-bhiksu, a native of Bengal, who lived about the 
beginning of the seventeenth century, wrote a commentary on 
the B.S. called V ijhdndmrta-bhdsya , which develops a theistic 
Sdmkhya . He attempts to reconcile the Vedanta and the 
Sdmkhya systems. He supports the personal individuality of 
souls, protests against S/s view and complains that he reduces 
Brahman to the sunya of the Buddhists. He dismisses teachers 
of non-dualism as Ku-kalpakas . 1 

Brahman 

Brahman has many qualities, atyanta-sammisra-rupena. It is 
akhanda, impartible. Brahman is possessed of sakti. 

There are two forms of the Supreme, Brahman and Isvara. 
Brahman is pure consciousness and unchangeable. Isvara 
possesses energies constituting prakrti and purusa while 
Brahman is pure consciousness. Prakrti and purusa have no 
existence apart from God. Though therefore the world has no 
permanent reality, it has a relative vydvahdrika existence. 
ISvara is the instrumental and material cause. While in the 
Sdmkhya system prakrti is associated with purusas through an 
inner teleology, according to Vijnana-bhiksu, their mutual 
association is due to the operation of God. 2 Prakrti is the 
upddhi of Isvara. Brahman is not directly the material cause of 
the world; it is only the substratum or the ground cause, 
adhisthdna-kdrana . The relation between the upddhi and 
prakrti is one of the controller and the controlled. Through the 
instrument of prakrti , God is able to think or will. For in 
himself God is only pure consciousness. Prakrti acts as the 
upddhi of God with its pure sattva, Kdla and adr^ta are also 
parts of prakrti . 

For Vijnana-bhiksu, Bhagavdn or Absolute God is different 


1 I. I. 2. 

2 asmabhis tu prakrti-puru$a-samyoga tivarena hriyate . I. i. 2. 
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from Ndrdyana or Visnu who are his manifestations even as 
sons are of the father. 1 

Brahman as God is responsible for the creation, maintenance 
and destruction of the world. Commenting on I. i. 2, Vijnana- 
bhiksu states that the world is real and eternal, nitya. While God 
creates changes, he is not affected by them. Prakyti and purusas 
are entities which abide outside God and are coexistent with 
him. They are moved by God for the production of the universe 
which is experienced and enjoyed by the purusas who are 
ultimately led to liberation beyond bondage. Purusa and 
prakvti merge in the end in Isvara by whose will the creative 
process begins in prakvti at the end of each pralaya. Brahman as 
Isvara brings into being purusa and prakvti which are already 
potentially existent in God and connects the prakyti with 
purusa. God is all-pervasive, the cause of all and the inner 
controller. The ultimate principle is not Isvara which is the 
manifestation of pure consciousness in sattva-rnaya body. 2 The 
Supreme Self does not undergo any change or transformation. 
He is more real than purusa or prakvti and its evolutes. 

The Individual Soul 

The self is devoid of any connection ( asahga ). Its association 
with prakyti is not direct contact. It is the reflection of the pure 
soul in the conditioning factors which turn it into a jiva or the 
individual. The self is pure consciousness and knowledge of 
objects is possible through the changes of aniah-karana and 
buddhi . 3 The jivas are not unreal. While the individual souls 
and Brahman are indistinguishable in character ( avibhdga ), the 
reality of the individual souls is not denied. They are said to be 
derived from God as sparks from fire. Though they resemble God 
in so far as they are of the nature of pure consciousness, they 
retain their individuality on account of their association with 
limiting conditions and so they appear as finite and limited, 
different from Brahman. 4, While the Sdmkliya system recognises 

1 Quoting the Bhdgavata, Krsnas tu bhagavdn svayam, he explains that 
Kr$na is a part ol God even as the son is part of the father: atra krsno visnuh 
svayam paramesvaras tasya putravat sdksdd and a ity arthah. 

8 IV. 1. 3. 3 II. 3- 5 - 

4 bhedabhedau vibhdgavibhaga-rupau kdla-bhedcna aviruddhan anyonydbhdvas 
ca jlva-brahmatior atyantika eva. I. 1. 2. 
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the individuality and separateness of the souls ( purusas) 
Vijnana-bhiksu maintains that, in spite of their separateness, 
they are one in essence with Brahman and have sprung out of it. 
When their destiny is fulfilled, they will be merged in Brahman . 
Brahman is the final goal of jiva but jtva is not one with 
Brahman. The ultimate state of realisation is entry into the 
ultimate being. It is a state of non-difference with it. At the 
time of release the individuals are not connected with any 
content of knowledge and are therefore devoid of any con¬ 
sciousness. Even in the state of dissolution, they enter into the 
great soul even as rivers enter into the ocean. The released soul 
is an amsa, not an ariisin. The goal is sdyujya, attaining Brahma - 
rupa and not a iky a or oneness with Brahman. It is the happiness 
of living near God, saha-vdsa-bhoga-mdlra. The released soul 
does not possess the powers of creation, etc., which are the 
prerogatives of Isvara . 1 To get to the presence of Brahman 
is the highest reward for the devotee. Vijaya-dhvaja, the 
commentator, writes mad-darsanam eva sarva-sreyasdm 
phalam Hi. 

Vijnana-bhiksu holds that the seekers may reach brahmatva 
but they cannot attain para-brahmatva. After tin* completion of 
enjoyment with Brahman , 2 they secure release from rebirth. 
Those who attain to karana-Brahman have no return. Vijnana- 
bhiksu holds that one can get to kdrya-Brahman and not to 
karana-Brahman. 

Bhakti as love is the way to the highest realisation. 

To know Brahman , the aid of the Sdmkhya system is 
essential. 3 When the seeker realises his nature as pure con¬ 
sciousness and that God is the being from which he has 
derived his existence, by which he is maintained and to 
which he will ultimately return, his false attachment to the 
ego disappears. 

1 Cp. Bhdgavata II. 9. 20. 

7 Hiram varaya bhadram te varesam mdbhivdnchitam 
sarva sreyah parUrdmah pumsdm mad-darkandvadhih, 

1 tad-bh oga-s am d pty-anantaram1. 

8 Vijnana-bhiksu quotes from Vyusa-smrti: suddhdtma-tattva-vijndnam 
sdmkhyam ity abhidhiyate. 
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L. BALADEVA 

Baladeva 

Baladcva is said to have lived about the beginning of the 
eighteenth century. He is the author of many works of which the 
chief are his commentary on the B.S. known as Govinda- 
bhdsya, Siddhanta-ratna, Gttd-bhusana , which is a commentary 
on the B.G., and Pramcya-ratndvali . His views are based on the 
doctrines of Madhva and the teachings of Caitanya. 

The Supreme 

Bengal Vaisnavism developed by Caitanya (a.d. 1485-1533) 
is greatly influenced by the teachings of Madhva. Caitanya's 
doctrine is not pure dualism but what is called acintya-bhcdd * 
bheda . It emphasises not only the transcendent majesty 
(aisvarya) of the Lord, but also his sweetness of motive 
( mddhurya-rupa ). The chanting of the Divine name is exalted. 1 
Jiva Gosvamin, Rupa Gosvamin and Baladeva are among the 
followers of Caitanya. Madhva’s influence is found in Baladeva's 
insistence on the concept of visesa and the difference between 
Isvara , jiva and the world. He also wrote a work called Krsna- 
caitanydmrta which sets out the essence of Caitanya's teaching. 
In his commentary on the B.S., Baladeva followed Suka's 
commentary on the same work. 

Siddhanta-ratna speaks of five tattvas or realities which are 
the same as those admitted by Hari-vyasa-deva. 2 Prameya- 
ratndvali lays down nine prameyas or propositions: (1) The 
Lord is the highest reality; (2) He is known from Scripture alone; 
(3) The universe is real; (4) The difference between the Lord and 
the individual souls is real; (5) The individual souls are real and 
are servants of the Lord; (6) The individual souls are different 
from one another and there are five grades of souls; (7) Release 
consists in the attainment of the Lord; (8) Worship of the Lord 
is the cause of release; (9) There are three sources of knowledge, 
perception, inference and Scripture, the last being the most 
authoritative and reliable. 

1 Cp. Adi-purana 465. 

na ndma-sadrsam jndnam na numa-sadrsam vratam 
na ndma-sadrkam dhyanam na ndma-sadrsam phalam. 

* taihd hi livara-jIva-prakrti-kala-karmdni paiica-tattvdni iruyante. 

D 
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Brahman is Krsna , Fmm or Hari . He is the Personal God 
possessed of infinite auspicious qualities. He is nir-guna in the 
sense that he is free from the three gunas of prakrti , sa-guna in 
that he has innumerable auspicious qualities. He is pure 
consciousness and bliss. He is mighty and majestic and yet 
sweet and lovely. He has great solicitude for his devotees. He 
gives his own self to them. 1 His powers and attributes are 
inconceivable, acintya , and mysterious. The Lord is all-pervad¬ 
ing, yet atomic. He is of the size of a span, dwelling actually 
in the heart of his devotees. He is just and impartial and yet 
shows special grace to his devotees. He is the creator of all and 
yet is himself unmodified, without any parts and yet possessed 
of parts,- immeasurable and yet measured. 2 

The attributes of the Lord are not different from the Lord; 
they are nothing except the Lord himself. Even as the coil 
constitutes the serpent and is not separated from it but is yet the 
attribute of the serpent, so is it with the attributes of the Lord. 3 
Or as the sun is essentially light, yet the substratum of light, so 
the Lord though essentially of the nature of knowledge, is yet 
the substratum of the knowledge as well. 4 The Lord is both 
knowledge and knower, substance and attribute. 5 The Lord has 
no internal differences. 6 He is not a concrete whole of different 
attributes, as a tree is a concrete whole of fruits, flowers, roots 
and leaves. He is one essence throughout and every one of his 
attributes is identical with him and not a part, separate from 
him and as such every one of them is full, perfect and un¬ 
changeable. 7 

The Lord has three powers, pard-iakti, apard-sakti and 
avidyd-sakti. The first is Visnu-sakti or svarupa-sakli, the 
second Ksetrajha and the third karma, mdyd or tain as* The 
pard-sakti is threefold, samvit or jhana-sakti or the power of 
consciousness, sannidhi or bala-iakti or the power that gives 
existence and hlddini or kriyd-sakti , which is the power that 
gives bliss. Through the first the Lord who is knowledge knows 

1 vidyayd paritusto haris svabhaktdya dtmdnam dadati . III. 4. 1. 

* II. i. 27. 8 III. 2. 28. 4 III. 2. 29. 8 III. 2. 30. 

• III. 2. 28. » HI. 3. 13. 

8 visnu-baktih para prokta kpetrapldkhya tathdpard 
avidya-karma-samjflanyd tytlyd baktir i$yate. 

Prameya-ratndvali I. 
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himself and imparts knowledge to the souls. Through the 
second, the Lord existent by nature gives existence to space, 
time, matter, souls and karma. Through the third, the Lord who 
is blissful by nature enjoys himself, and gives bliss to others. The 
apard-Sakti and avidyd-sakti consist respectively of souls and 
matter. 

The Lord is both the efficient and the material cause of the 
universe. He is the efficient cause through his pard-sakti and is 
the material cause through his apard and avidyci saktis . 1 When 
the latter powers are manifested in gross forms, the universe of 
souls and matter arises. As the operative cause the Lord is 
unchangeable; as the material cause he is subject to modification 
or parindma. The changes are effected in his powers but he 
remains unchanged. 

God's actions are not in any way determined by motives but 
they flow spontaneously from his own essential nature through 
his enjoyment of his own nature as bliss. The world is an effect, 
the development of prakrti which is also called may a or avidyci. 
It is originally the equilibrium of the three gunas but it is set in 
motion by a glance of the Lord. The world is real, for God who is 
reality cannot produce anything which is unreal. During pralaya 
or dissolution souls and matter remain merged in the Lord. 

Time is said to be an eternal, non-intelligent substance, a 
power of the Lord without beginning and end. Karma is also an 
important factor. God is not capricious. He creates the world 
strictly in accordance with the past deeds of the souls. The three 
substances, matter, time and karma are coeternal with the Lord 
and subordinate to him. The Lord in the act of creation takes 
account of them. The Lord is possessed of a celestial non¬ 
material form or body, 2 which has the attributes of being, 
consciousness, bliss and all-pervasiveness. Though the Lord is 
ordinarily imperceptible to the senses, in absorbed devotion he 
is perceptible to the senses of the devotee. The devotee sees him 
with his purified mind even as he sees external objects. 8 The 
form or body of the Lord is not different from the Lord but is 
identical with him. It is only as an aid to meditation that the 

1 tasya nimittatvam upddanatvaiicabhidhlyate. tatrddyam pardkhyd saktimad• 
rdpetta, dvitlyam tu tad-anya-saktx-dvayadvaraiva. I. 4. 26. 

* II. 1. 31. # III. 2. 24-7. 
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devotees conceive of his body as distinct from him. When the 
Lord is said to be formless, it means that he does not possess the 
form but is the form itself. 1 The Lord has a multitude of forms 
through which he manifests himself. These are his avatdras or 
incarnations. Though the Lord is not limited by these forms, he 
is fully manifest in each one of them. Some of the incarnations 
are partial and some full. In Krsna we have a full incarnation. 
Besides this essential form of Krsna , the Lord has also other 
energy forms, vildsa-rupa such as Narayana, Vasudcva, 
Samkarsana and Aniruddha. 2 Besides the full and partial 
incarnations, there are certain exalted souls like Narada and 
Sanat-Kumara who are called dvesdvatdras . They are not to be 
worshipped since they do not possess all the attributes of the 
Lord. 3 The Supreme appears in many places and this is possible 
on account of his marvellous powers. 4 

The Individual Soul 

The individual soul is by nature eternal, i.e. without beginning 
and without end and self-luminous. It is both knowledge and 
knower, an cnjoyer and an active agent. These qualities belong 
to the soul in bondage and release. It is not, however, an 
independent agent like the Lord. In every act, the soul, the 
body, the different sense-organs, various kinds of energies and 
the Lord are involved. 5 The soul is not, however, an automaton. 
Free will on the part of the agent is assured. Even as the acts of 
the soul in the present life are determined by those in former 
lives, it can shape its future. God determines the souls in 
accordance with their nature. Though God is capable of 
changing the nature of the individuals he does not do so. 6 He 
leaves it to the free will of the individual. The soul is a part, an 
effect and a power of the Lord and is both different and non- 
different from him. It is not a part as a chip cut off from the 

1 hi. 2.14. 2 in. 3. 15. 3 hi. 3. 21, 23. 

4 ekam eva svarupam acintya-saktya yugapat sarvatrdvabhaty eko'pi san; 
sthanani bhagavad-avirbhdvdspaddni tad-vividha-lila&raya-bhutdni vividha - 
bhdvavanto bhaktas ca. III. 2. ri. 

* Cp. B.G. XVIII. 14. 

• na ca karma-sapeksatvena Uvarasya asvatantram . . . anadi-jlva- 

svabhavdnusarena hi karma karayati svabhdvam anyathd-kartum samartho’pi 
kasydpi na karoti. II. 1. 35. 
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rock is a part of the rock. It is a part in the sense of being 
subordinate to the Lord, separate from him and yet related to 
him as the created and the ruled. 

In one sense the individual soul and the world are different 
from Brahman ; in another sense they are non-different as effects 
of Brahman. The relationship of difference-non-difference is 
incomprehensible by intellect and is known only through the 
Scriptures. The union of Rddha and Krsna symbolises the 
intimate communion between man and God. The soul is atomic 
in size and we have a plurality of souls. There are differences 
among souls owing to their past deeds and aspirations. 1 There 
are three kinds of souls, the bound, the freed and the ever-free 
souls. Even the freed souls are different from one another on 
account of the difference in the quality of their devotion. The 
world is real. Even dream creations are not false. They are 
produced through the will of God and disappear through his will 
in the waking stage.. 2 

What is the relation between the Lord and the sentient souls 
and the non-sentient matter? The latter are the effects of the 
Lord and so are non-different from him. They are also different 
because they are ruled and supported by the Lord. The relation 
of unity of the Lord to the plurality of the world is beyond our 
grasp. Baladeva recognises difference between the Lord and the 
soul for it is the basis of all devotion but does not make the 
difference absolute like Madhva for the effect cannot be 
absolutely different from the cause. The world and the souls 
belong to God. 3 Bondage results from turning one’s face away 
from the Lord resulting in the obscuration of one’s real nature. 
Release consists in turning one’s face towards the Lord. 

Release 

The freed soul is different from the Lord in that it is atomic 
while the Lord is all-pervading and it lacks the power of 
creation which belongs only to the Lord. The freed soul has a 
distinctive individuality and is under the control of the Lord. 
The freed souls are collaborators of the Lord and can assume 
many forms. The freed soul is in union with the Lord, resides in 
the same world as the Lord, attains his nature and attributes 

1 II. 3. 42. * ill. 2. 1-5. 8 sa rvatra tadlyatva-jn d n art hall. 
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and is in proximity to him. 1 It, however, retains its separate 
individuality. Baladeva does not admit jwan-mukti. 

Bhakti 

Bhakti is the sole and direct cause of salvation. Bhakti is 
prcmd or intense love and not updsand or meditation. According 
to Baladeva, dhydna or meditation is one form of bhakti. When 
God is worshipped in a limited form, he reveals himself in that 
same form to the devotee, though he remains as the all- 
pervasive being. Bhakti involves negatively a strong dislike for 
all objects other than the Lord and positively an intense love of 
God, vairdgya and premci . The former is produced by the know¬ 
ledge of the imperfection and transitoriness of all worldly 
objects and the knowledge that attachment to them produces 
endless rebirths while the latter is engendered by the knowledge 
of the Lord and his attributes of omniscience, omnipotence, 
loveliness, etc. 

Devotion is based on knowledge of the self and the world and 
of the Lord. Bhakti is jhdna-visesa. Baladeva distinguishes 
between two kinds of knowledge, vijhdna which is obtained 
from the study of the Scriptures and prajhd or intuitive know¬ 
ledge or intimate realisation. 

The performance of the duties relating to one's own stage of 
life helps to purify the mind. It is a means to the rise of know¬ 
ledge and devotion and is not by itself the cause of salvation. 
When once knowledge and devotion arise, karma is no longer 
necessary even as a horse is necessary for accomplishing a 
journey but is no longer necessary when the journey is accom¬ 
plished. 2 Baladeva rejects the theory of jhdna-karma-samnccaya. 
Only jhdna or vidyd is the cause of salvation. Vidyd is devotion 
preceded by knowledge. 3 

The grace of the Lord is essential. Man cannot reach salvation 
by his unaided effort. The grace of the Lord is not arbitrary. It 
depends on the devotion of the souls themselves. The Lord 
chooses those who are wholeheartedly devoted to him. The grace 
of the Lord leads to the direct intuition or vision of the Supreme. 


1 iv. 4 . 4. * ill. 4 . 8, 33, 36. 

* vidyd-iabdena jHdna-purvaka bhaktir ucyate. III. 3. 48. 
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CHAPTER 3 

Reason and Revelation 


Rational Inquiry 

Even those who feel that religion is an illusion have to 
investigate religion as a natural phenomenon. It is reason that 
provokes the religious quest. Man's physical life is not a perfect 
realisation of an idea. Nor is human life a simple biological 
process. Man wishes to have a programme of salvation. He 
wishes to be saved from the dangers of existence, from the snares 
of life, from the treacherous forces of nature. His ignorance of 
laws governing natural phenomena, his confused interpretations 
of nature’s striking manifestations impel him to propitiate the 
forces that govern the universe. As his knowledge increases and 
he becomes familiar with the regularity and inevitability of 
natural forces, he understands the conditions under which 
nature can be controlled and turned to his use. Attention 
shifts from the natural to the ethical realm. We must love our 
neighbour and serve him. The ethical emphasis is possible when 
we recognise the transcendent world of spirit. The conflict in us 
is indicated by the myth of original sin. We escape from blind 
servitude to passional experience when we achieve freedom that 
lies in the inner intuitive vision of the transcendent spirit. There 
is a subtle interwovenness with the realities of the spiritual 
world, a kinship between Atman and Brahman. 

The B.S. opens with the words 'now therefore an enquiry into 
Brahman'. Philosophy as brahma-jijnusa is a consistent effort of 
reflection. The process of evolution has been at work from the 
inorganic to the organic, from the organic to the sentient, from 
the sentient to the rational. A new phase is ahead of us, a life as 
far above the purely rational as the rational is above the 
sentient. Through effort and discipline the rational man has to 
grow to the spiritual man, to the God-man. Ideas manifest 
themselves in different stages of development and we can 
understand these stages only in the light of the full development. 
It is the perfected product that gives us the key to the under¬ 
standing and interpretation of the imperfect. The full stature of 
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man, his completion as man, is reached when he becomes a 
God-man. Nature will not do this work for man. He has to 
struggle and evolve to this higher stage. 

Natural Religion 

The view of God which we obtain from the employment of 
reason is what is called in modern theology 'natural religion'. 
When the B.S. argues in I. 1. 2 that the Supreme is the basis of 
the whole world process, its origin, maintenance and dissolution, 
it is adopting the attitude of natural religion. It is essential in 
this age of science that religious belief should be shown to be 
reasonable. Plato inscribed the warning above the door of his 
Academy: 'Nobody untrained in mathematics may cross this 
my threshold.’ In his commentary on the Mdndukya Kdrikd III, 
5 . raises the question whether the non-dualist doctrine can be 
established only by scriptural evidence or whether it can be 
proved by reasoning as well. How it is possible to prove the 
validity of advaita by reasoning is shown in the chapter on 
Advaita . 1 Yet reasoning is not all. There is a realm where it has 
no sway. There are limitations of scientific knowledge. Moral 
values, wisdom and the life of spirit are beyond it. 

The tree of the knowledge of good and evil does not grow 
from the soil of science. Self-awareness is not a proposition to be 
proved true or false by scientific tests. Yet it is the ultimate pre¬ 
supposition which is indubitable, according to £. and Descartes. 

Heracleitus felt that there was a mystery which the human 
mind cannot comprehend, an incomprehensible and unfathom¬ 
able element which human thought cannot fully penetrate. 
Knowledge of that mystery is not derived or derivable from any 
empirical observation or rational analysis of the facts observed. 
Socrates was a great advocate of reason but yet a profoundly 
religious man with mystical feeling. The much abused term 
existential means that philosophy is not a matter of abstract 
thinking, but is rooted in the inward soul. 

We must get down to the bedrock, the point at which we 
know our own infinitude, stretching forward and backward in 
time and upwards to eternity. The meaning of existence, the 

1 advaitam him agama-matrena pratipaltavyam ahosvit tarkcnapi ity ala aha 
hakyate tarkcnapi jildtum, tat hatham iti advaita-prakaratiam prdrabhyate. 
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nature of the spirit of man lies in a realm of mystery and we can 
live human lives only by a commitment of faith. From that 
security we must go our way and fulfil our destiny. Philosophy 
is a school of wisdom and a school of wonder. If it is lacking in 
wonder, it will be inadequate. 

Belief in God is not a scientific conclusion, but it is not 
inconsistent with the findings of science. In his works Thomas 
Aquinas tried to demonstrate that the doctrines held to be 
revealed were also reasonable. If religion is to survive, the schism 
between the free questioning attitude widely diffused among the 
educated people all over the world and the insights of religion 
should be healed. 

It is sometimes argued that science examines facts with an 
open mind, without any preconceived ideas. The scientist uses 
his reason to interpret the raw material of knowledge provided 
by the senses. His interpretation may be wrong. The philosopher 
of religion also accepts the facts, lets reason go wherever the 
facts lead it. He notes the facts and finds that there must be a 
spiritual background to life. Even the scientist accepts that the 
world works rationally and uniformly. This is an act of faith 
though the scientist calls it a working hypothesis. The Hindu 
thinkers do not share Barth’s utter contempt for nature and 
reason. In some of his later writings Barth made some con¬ 
cessions to a more humanistic outlook but they have not been 
integrated with his earlier outlook. Religion for the Hindu 
thinkers should commend itself to reason even while trans¬ 
cending it. Intuition completes and transforms reason. We 
cannot make a science of God for God is not an object like other 
objects of thought. 

Modes of Consciousness 

Three modes of consciousness are recognised by the 
Upanisads, sense perception, logical understanding and intuitive 
insight. Plotinus, who regards the human individual as a trinity 
of body, soul and spirit, adopts the same threefold classification, 
sense perception, discursive thought and spiritual knowledge. 
Aquinas distinguishes between intellect and reason; only he 
means by intellect intuitive knowing, and by reason discursive 
thinking. 'Intellect and reason’, he says, 'are not two powers. 
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but distinct as the perfect from the imperfect. . . . The intellect 
means an intimate penetration of truth; the reason enquiry and 
discourse/ Near the end of his life Thomas Aquinas laid aside 
his writing and refused to complete his Summa saying that he 
had seen that which made the writing of books a small and 
insignificant thing. Spinoza distinguishes imagination, ratio or 
reasoning, sc-ientia intuitiva or rational intuition. 

F. H. Bradley, who is inclined to follow Kant in his account 
of logical thought, argues that thought is inadequate to the 
grasp of reality. The real for him is not the rational and cannot 
be reduced to an ‘unearthly ballet of bloodless categories'. 
Bradley is clear that we have a different mode of apprehension 
by which we can acquire a knowledge of the Absolute, a supra- 
relational experience of which an earnest is found in the 
immediacy of feeling. The religious experience of God confirms 
and illuminates man’s consciousness of the ultimate as the 
mystery that permeates everything, embraces everything and 
completes everything. 

Henri Bergson wrote to Jacques Chevalier: ‘You are perfectly 
right in saying that all the philosophy I have expounded since 
my first Essay affirms, against Kant, the possibility of a supra- 
sensible intuition; taking the word “intelligence" in the very 
broad meaning given it by Kant, I could call “intellectual" the 
intuition I speak of. But I should prefer to designate it as 
“supra-intellectual", because I believed 1 must restrict the 
sense of the word “intelligence", and therefore I reserve this 
name for the set of discursive faculties of the mind, originally 
destined to think of matter. Intuition bears toward spirit'. 1 

Intuitive consciousness is called pratibhd or arsa-jhana or 
pard-samvit , and has the characteristics of immediacy and 
clarity. It is independent of perception and inference. 2 It is 
synoptic not analytic, noetic not discursive. It is inarticulate 
and cannot be readily translated into conceptual terms, though 
it can become articulate. The two types of knowledge are not 
incompatible though distinguishable. The seers are those who 
have seen, heard and handled the word of life. While divine 
wisdom is eternal and is always possessed by God, intuitive 

1 April 28, 1920. Letters published in Bergson by Jacques Chevalier. 

* See Yoga Sutra III. 84. 
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consciousness is brought into existence by a mental process. 
Vi£va-natha in Bhdsa-pariccheda 1 describes yogic intuition as 
twofold, that of yukta-yogin who mirrors the eternal light in 
which the totality of things remains perpetually illumined 2 and 
that of yunj ana-yog in who requires the aid of reflection, and 
contemplation for the understanding of eternal wisdom. When 
mind by gradual training is freed from the influences of the 
concepts and memory images of the past ( vikalpas) it merges 
itself in the object ( dhyeya ) and is absorbed and pervaded by it. 
The nature of the object is then fully revealed. When we develop 
yogic intuition we have direct knowledge of objects, past and 
future. 3 I have called it intuition or integral insight. It is 
different from sense-observation, mathematical and logical 
reasoning. It comes in a flash as distinct from patient obser¬ 
vation or logical analysis. We cannot foresee it or consciously 
prepare for it. It is creativity. It reveals the central feature of 
the intuited object. The subject and the object in intuition tend 
to coalesce. We thus gain an unmediated immediate knowledge 
and not the mediated, inadequate and always uncertain 
cognition or idea derived from the sense-perception or logical 
reasoning. It deals with the reality and not the appearance of the 
object. It lies at the basis of sense and logical knowledge. The 
ego disappears. The individual becomes the instrument of the 
universal lifted above the limitations of the ego. This is the 
supra-rational divine madness of Plato. It is what Rousseau 
calls ‘sovereign intelligence which sees in a twinkle of an eye the 
truth of all things in contrast to vain knowledge'. Reason and all 
other forms of awareness depend on it. Gauss struggling with a 
mathematical problem reported: ‘I succeeded not on account of 
my painful efforts, but by the grace of God. Like a sudden flash 
of lightning the riddle happened to be solved. I myself cannot 
say what was the conducting thread which connected what I 
previously knew with what made my success possible.’ 

Spiritual Experience 

Man is not saved by metaphysics. Spiritual life involves a 
change of consciousness. It is a vital process which is more an 
exertion of the will than a play of the intellect. Wisdom, 

1 66. * yuktasya sarvada manam. * Cp. on B.S. I. 1. 5. 
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gnosis , is different from knowledge. It is not a conceptual 
elaboration of data that reach us through sense-experience. It is 
the power to recognise absolute values through the spirit in us 
without the mediation of sense-perception or logical analysis. 

Brahma-svanlpa-sdksdtkdra or the realisation of the Supreme 
is the goal of human existence. What we aim at is not thinking 
but seeing . 1 It is a change of being, a rebornness. The sphere of 
logical thought is exceeded by that of the mind's possible 
experience of reality, anubhava or interior awareness. 2 It is an 
experience which is a blend of wonder, ecstasy and awe at what 
is too great to be realised by intellect. It is none of these but 
something beyond them all and has an element of quite 
inexpressible strangeness. 

Transcendent Being is never given as an object. It is 
experienced directly in the very failure of discursive reason to 
reach it. It becomes transparent in illumination. 

In early Christian thought, intellect is rated higher than 
reason. It is capable of intuiting knowledge that is beyond the 
reach of reason. 'Final and perfect bliss can only consist in the 
vision of divine being/ 3 Nicholas of Cusa writes: ‘It is reason 
(which is much lower than intellect) that gives names to 
things in order to distinguish them from one another. This 
reconciliation of contraries is beyond reason/ Through the 
power of intellect man can grasp truths which are higher 
than those accessible to reason. The development of intellect 
takes place through initiation. 'Self-evidence is the basic fact 
on which all greatness supports itself. But "proof" is one of the 
routes by which self-evidence is often obtained/ 4 

Faith is not belief. It arises out of a conflict between doubt 
and belief. It is an experiencing of that which cannot be knowm 
by reason. It does not strive after logical certainty but adores 
the mystery, which is revealed to the seeker when he enters the 
inner sanctuary where the bustle of the mind is stilled and truth 

1 The first step in the Buddha's eightfold path is samma-dassana, right 
seeing. Cp. Psalm xxxiv 8: ‘O taste and see that the Lord is good.' 

2 Justin Martyr says that 'the aim of platonism is to see God face to face'. 
Dialogues II. 6. 

3 Thomas Aquinas in Sutnna Theological ultima et perfecta beatitudo non 
potest esse nisi in visionc divinac essentiae. 

4 A. N. Whitehead: Modes of Thought (1938), p. 66. 
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shines by its own light. But one cannot stay there all the time 
and when one leaves it one finds that its light is reflected in the 
restless world of sense and of thought. We have to think out our 
faith and use words to communicate our thoughts to others. 
We begin to expound and argue about it and get back to it 
continually for refreshment and renewal. 

The primary concern of philosophy in India has not been 
doctrine as change of nature, a total conversion. This was also 
the view of some philosophers of the West like Pythagoras, 
Empedocles, Plato, the Stoics, Epicurus, Plotinus, Augustine, 
Boehme and Schopenhauer. For all these truth is recognised and 
not created by intellectual activity, though the latter may 
prepare the mind for intuition. Plato says: ‘Suddenly a light, as 
if from a leaping fire, will be enkindled in the soul.’ 1 ‘Suddenly 
there shone from heaven a great light/ 2 Plutarch writes: ‘The 
principle of knowledge that is conceptual, pure and simple, 
flashes through the soul like lightning and offers itself in a 
single moment’s experience to apprehension and vision/ 3 At a 
critical point in his life, Socrates gave up the study of physical 
science in order to seek communion with the spiritual power 
that informs and governs the universe. 4 

The religious soul is not concerned with arguments for the 
existence of God. He is alive to God’s presence in every mani¬ 
festation of life, in every impulse implanted by grace in the 
depths of his heart. Without the succour of the Divine the whole 
world will instantly crumble into nothingness. 6 Wisdom 
affirms that there is God and knowledge enquires into his ways, 
his manifestations, his acts in the great drama of the world 
which moves through pain and death to the ultimate kingdom 
of truth and love. Saints do not prove the existence of God for 
they have apprehended the Divine. They seek to help us to rise 
in our spiritual stature by forms of worship and service to living 
creation through whom God works. 

Mysticism 

Sometimes the word mysticism is used to define spiritual 
apprehension. It is derived from the Greek word ‘I close’ and 

1 Epistle 7. * Acts xxii. 6. 8 I)e 7side Ch. 77. 4 Sec Phaedo : 9O-7. 

* Cp. B.G. III. 24 where Krsna says: ‘If I should cease to work these worlds 
would fall in ruin.' 
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suggests the shutting of the ears, eyes and lips. This shutting of 
the senses is the prerequisite of spiritual perception. In order to 
see in the world of spiritual reality, we must close our eyes to 
the world in which we ordinarily live. To hear the melodies of the 
spiritual world we must close our ears to the noise of the world. 
A seer is one who wraps himself in the mantle of seclusion, 
closes the avenues of communication with the outside world, 
not to renounce his powers of sight, hearing and speech but to 
open the inner eye to spiritual realities, capture the sounds that 
come from the world above the ordinary one and sing in silence 
the hymn of praise to the Supreme Being. 

We should recognise that there are two strands in mysticism, 
though some view these as two different types of mysticism. For 
the Upanisads they are only two sides. We have the strictly 
solitary who seeks to liberate his consciousness from the whole 
burden of materiality, who leads it through zealous purification 
and inner elevation to beatific reunion with the One Eternal. 
When once we discover the oneness of our deepest self with the 
Supreme, we realise our oneness with the whole universe, 
sarvam khalv idam brahma. All this is God. The seer is as 
one ‘who, having looked upon the sun, henceforward sees the 
sun in all things'. 1 The world becomes the raw material 
for transfiguration. We do not negate the world but negate 
what is base and worthless in it. We try to overcome the 
world and see in it the invisible splendour. Our physical 
frame, our feeling for the flesh become aids, instruments 
for the higher life. 

While these two phases are organically bound up with each 
other, in the East as well as in the West, they were sometimes 
treated as exclusive of each other. Porphyry in his Life of 
Plotinus describes the attitude of the sensitive and receptive 
spirit who felt ashamed at being clad in a body. It is by a purely 
personal effort that we can achieve purification and it does not 
matter if the living reality of the outside world did not exist at 
all. St Paul and Augustine use the world to rise to the maker of 
the world. God's divine radiance shines on the world and 
humanity. ‘Hast thou seen thy brother? Then thou hast seen 
God.' Early Christians had this motto as reported by Clement of 

1 Meister Eckhart. 



Introduction 


hi 


Alexandria and Tertullian. The spiritual should interpenetrate 
and renew the life of the world. 

Contemplation 

The contemplative life is not easy to realise. It is becoming 
more and more difficult in our age. There is a constant struggle 
between the biological impulse to adapt to the environment and 
the human creative impulse. We are inclined to do what others 
do, think what others think, and not think, feel and act with 
insight and conviction. We tend to lose ourselves in the anon¬ 
ymity of the human mass, become mere tools of an increasingly 
efficient social organisation which, the more elaborate and 
complex it becomes, tends to crush out of existence whatever is 
human, creative and spiritual in us. 1 

If it is said that the contribution of Greece is primarily 
science and the arts, that of Rome law and order, Judea, ethics 
and religion, of China humanism and social peace, it may be 
remembered that all these are products of the contemplative 
spirit and creative action. All great works of art and science, 
literature and philosophy spring from the contemplative spirit. 2 
'Wisdom cometh by the opportunity of leisure/ 3 

Prophetic Religion 

Those who have attained wisdom are called rsis or seers, the 
Buddhas or the awakened ones, the enlightened. While they 
identify the ultimate with the ground of all being, their faith is 
not irrational. Some of the greatest seers of Asia and Europe 
have also been some of the greatest philosophers. They were 
outstanding in their clarity, consistency and comprehension. 4 

1 Cp. M. Jean Cocteau, who in his Oxford address on Poetry and Invisibility 
points out that ‘the hectic hurry of our age contributes to the crime of 
inattcntivencss, a crime against the spirit, indeed against the soul'. London 
Magazine, January 1957. 

8 Pushkin, the great Russian poet, writes: ‘Until Apollo calls a poet to his 
sacred sacrilice he is vulgarly silent; his soul is asleep; and among the insigni¬ 
ficant children of the world he is perhaps the most trifling. But as soon as the 
Divine word touches his sensitive ear, the poet's soul rouses as an awakened 
eagle. He is bored amidst amusements of the world; he is a stranger to the 
gossips of the mob; he does not bend his proud head to the feet of the popular 
idol.' 3 Ecclesiastic us. 

4 In Mysticism and Logic Bertrand Russell writes: ‘The greatest men who 
have been philosophers have felt the need both of science and mysticism/ 
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Religion is founded on illumination. It is knowledge revealed 
to us in our highest consciousness. It is possible that we may have 
different interpretations of what is revealed but all religions are 
based on the personal experiences of their founders and 
prophets. Among the Hebrews there are evident indications of a 
mystical faith such as the experiences of the great prophets, 
the visions they saw and the voices they heard. The religions of 
the Buddha, Jesus and Muhammad were reflections of their 
experiences. 

There is however a tendency to deify the founders of religions. 
Zarathustra did not claim for himself to be more than a man but 
he was transfigured by his followers when they came to believe 
that a superhuman saviour Saoshyant was to be begotten of 
Zarathustra’s seed at the end of time. The Buddha became the 
enlightened one and his followers felt that he was a superhuman 
being and expressed their feeling in a set of birth stories. Jesus 
was identified by his followers with the Messiah who was 
expected by the Jews to be begotten at the end of time from the 
seed of David. Other leaders in Jewry both before and after 
Jesus were identified with the Messiah as Jesus was: for 
example, Simon Maccabaeus in the second century n.c. and Bar 
Kokhba in the second century a.d. Muhammad did not claim 
to be superhuman. He said that he was the latest of the 
prophets and the last of them that was ever to be. He claimed 
that he received revelations from God through the Archangel 
Gabriel and on the night of power he had ascended unto 
heaven and in the seventh heaven had been admitted into 
God’s presence. 

While all these prophets were deified by their followers, 
orthodox Christians affirm that Jesus is the final self¬ 
manifestation of the Divine. Every revealed Scripture is at once 
both divine self-manifestation and the way in which human 
beings have received it. There is a reciprocity of inward and 
outward. Revelation and its reception are inseparably united. 1 

1 ‘The basic error of fundamentalism is that it overlooks the contribution of 
the receptive side in the revelatory situation and consequently identifies one 
individual and conditioned form of receiving the divine with the divine itself.' 
Paul Tillich: Biblical Religion and the Search for Ultimate Reality (1955), p. 4. 
Cp. also ‘Revelation is never revelation in general, however universal its claim 
may be. It is always revelation for someone and for a group in a definite 
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We are the receptacles of the revelation. Our own form of 
reception cannot be confused with 'an assumedly undiluted and 
untransformed revelation’ in Professor Paul Tillich’s words. 
'Wherever the divine is manifest in flesh, it is in a concrete, 
physical and historical reality.' 1 

Scriptural Testimony 

The Vedanta adopts six pramdnas of which scriptural 
testimony is one. 2 In I. i. 3 the B.S. states that sdstra is the 
source of divine knowledge. The Scriptures register the ex¬ 
periences of seers, they are dpta-vacana , the sayings of the 
inspired men, who have time and again been illuminated by the 
light of God, dplena pranitaril vacanam dpta-vacanam . 3 While the 
Hindu thinkers accepted the authoritativeness of the Vedas, 
the Buddha did not resort to any authority Vedic or non-Vedic; 
yet his discourses attained the sanctity of Scripture. The records 
of the experiences of the great seers who have expressed their 
sense of the inner meaning of the world through their intense 
insight and deep imagination are the Scriptures. The word of 
the Buddha, buddha-vacana, became the authority for both the 
Iltnaydna and the Mahdydna systems. Even when the 
Scriptures are traced to divine authorship, it is said that even 
God is not completely free but has to reckon with the nature of 
truth. 4 The Vedas are received by men. They speak to men in 
their concrete situations. 

The claim to the possession of a special revelation of the 
Jews, Christians and Muslims is on the same level. It is not 
necessary for us to close the door to future revelations. 

At a time when it has become difficult for the educated person 
to rest his faith on the infallibility of the Scriptures, or a 
miraculous revelation in the past, the ultimate basis of religious 

environment, under unique circumstances. Therefore, he who receives revelation 
witnesses to it in terms of his individuality and in terms of the social and 
spiritual conditions in which the revelation has been manifested to him/ 
PP- 3 - 4 - 

1 Biblical Religion and the Search for Ultimate Reality (1955), p. 5. 

* Pratyaksa or sense-perception, anumdna or inference, upamdna or 
analogy, sabda or Scripture, arthdpatti or implication, an-upalabdhi or negation. 
See Vedanta-paribhdsd . 8 Prameya-kamala-martanda, p. 112. 

4 evam sarganiaresvaplti, tad-anurodhdt , sarvajflo'pi sarva-saktir api, 
purvapurva-sarganusdrena vedan viracayan na svatantrah. Bhdmatl I. 1. 3. 
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trust must be found in personal experience. John Smith, the 
Cambridge Platonist, says: ‘To seek divinity merely in books 
and writings is to seek the living among the dead; we do but in 
vain seek God many times in these, where his truth too often is 
not so much enshrined as entombed. No, seek for God within 
thine own soul/ Belief in God must grow out of our own 
consciousness. We require today a spiritual religion which can 
be developed only by souls of large, spiritual compass and moral 
power. They alone can inaugurate an age of spiritual vitality 
and fervour. 

Experience and Interpretation 

No adequate formulations in logical propositions are possible 
of experiences which are of an intuitive character. Plato in his 
Seventh Letter makes out that the knowledge of essential truth 
cannot be reduced to writing. ‘This does not admit of exposition 
like other branches of knowledge; but, after much discourse 
about the matter itself and a life lived together, suddenly a light, 
as it were, is kindled in one soul by a flame that leaps to it from 
another, and thereafter sustains itself/ 1 St Augustine said: ‘I 
entered, and beheld with the eye of the soul the light that never 
changes; above the eye of the soul, above my intelligence/ St 
Angelo of Foligno says: ‘I beheld the ineffable fullness of God, 
but I can relate nothing of it, save that I have seen the fullness 
of Divine wisdom wherein is all goodness/ St Catherine of 
Siena observes: ‘7 now know for certain , Eternal Truth, that 
Thou wilt not despise the desire of the petitions I have made 
unto Thee/ ‘If I could only show you a tithe of that Love in 
which I dwell/ All these are in the presence of an experience 
which surpasses ordinary levels of feeling, powers of speech and 
organs of apprehension. These form a great body of witness to 
humanity's experience of God. All of them agree with the 
Upanisad writers that the experience baffles linguistic and 
logical description. These may vary. Astronomies change but 
the stars abide. We learn the truth not from books but from a 
teacher. The true teacher is a live coal from the altar, not an 
encyclopaedia of what religious books teach. A teacher is a 
siksd gunr, a preceptor is a dtksd gtiru. 

1 34 iC. 
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The spiritual experience cannot be adequately described in 
words. It is beyond the grasp of empirical thought. It is pure 
inwardness of which no conceptual description is possible. 
Through poetry and paradox the seers suggest something of the 
nature of that which surpasses the bounds of logic. Pure know¬ 
ledge cannot be transmitted except through symbols. It is 
covered as by a veil though it becomes transparent to those who 
desire and know how to look beyond it. No symbol can be taken 
as final. Scriptural statements reveal the philosophic vision of 
those in whom the light is kindled. They recognise a profounder 
reality than that of human life and seek to establish a true 
harmony between the two. 

Scriptures are not infallible in all they say. Truth is eternal in 
validity and is timeless apart from the texts which may be 
dated. The truths which are apprehended are timeless though 
the act of apprehension like all activity is a temporal (?vent. The 
eternity of the Vedas , ‘the timelessness of the dharma of the 
Buddhists, the eternity of the Divine word of the Christians 
refer not to the texts but to the truths enshrined in them. 
Experience is never immediate. It is mixed up with inter¬ 
pretation and tradition. Revelation is not found outside some 
mind. The superhuman wisdom which transcends time is given 
to us in time. Even though spiritual experience arises with a 
self-evident certitude, the interpretations we give to it require 
rational scrutiny. 

There is a difference between psychology and philosophy. 
Our mental states, ideas, impressions and feelings are the 
subject-matter of psychology but what we think is not a matter 
of what takes place in our minds. We think of reality, rightly 
or wrongly. A psychologist may be interested in the private 
experiences of individuals but a philosopher is investigating 
what our experiences mean. There is a difference between the 
vehicle of thought and the meaning of thought. Psychology 
is a factual enquiry and philosophy is conceptual analysis. F. H. 
Bradley makes a distinction between images and meanings. 
Images are facts, neither true nor false, while meanings are 
capable of being true or false of reality. Philosophy is interested 
in discussing what images mean and not what they are. 
Scriptures contain many survivals of crude, imperfect and 
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undeveloped images. These are to be refined and improved in 
the light of our present knowledge. 

Faith and Belief 

There is a difference between faith and belief. The two are not 
necessarily in conflict. An act of faith involves a surrender to 
the creative intuition which transcends the limited awareness of 
the intellectual self. Those who live by faith, who had a personal 
encounter with the Supreme need not abandon the traditional 
formulations of belief in which they have been reared; for these 
beliefs were also originally born in the mind of man. To become 
organic expressions of faith they must be reborn and continually 
renewed in personal experience. Even when we admit revelation, 
there must be an answering witness within the soul. 

Sometimes these beliefs are more a barrier than an aid to the 
unfolding of the creative experience. Dogmas and usages tend 
to stifle the spirit in us. Those who feel the spiritual urge in 
them sometimes feel the oppressive weight of dogmas. We 
cannot accept the verbal inspiration of the Scriptures. Indian 
thought assigns a place to belief in the development of religious 
experience. Sravana or hearing the Scriptures is the first step to 
spiritual realisation. It is safe to cling to a system of beliefs, lest 
in seeking reality for oneself, one may miss one's way. But 
beliefs become moribund when they lack the inward ex¬ 
perience which renews their meaning. 

Belief should set us on to reflection, manana , and contem¬ 
plation, nididhydsana, which results in dtma-darsana or vision of 
the Self. If we end with beliefs we preserve safety at the cost of 
life itself. When we rise to the highest experience we abandon 
the defences. 

The orthodox theologians of different religions do not accept 
experience or immediate knowledge as final. 1 We may have a 
feeling of certainty but not certainty itself. This experience must 
be open to reason and not at any rate contrary to it. Even if we 
have a direct knowledge of God we must establish it on other 

1 Cp. Hermann: ‘When the influence of God upon the soul is found solely in 
an inward experience of the individual, he who seeks in this wise has stepped 
beyond the pale of Christian piety. He leaves Christ and Christ’s Kingdom 
altogether.' The Communion of the Christian with God. 
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grounds. We cannot be content with stating that the experience 
is ineffable. The B.S. is an enquiry into the nature of reality 
revealed by the seers of the Upanisads. It is its function to 
interpret the experiences of the seers so as to give a coherent 
view, to relate their account of reality with the nature of reality 
given by science and common sense. For nature is of God; its 
study is his service; its truth is his revelation. The theological 
doctrines of different religions have been adapting themselves to 
the intellectual temper of the world, accepting truth from 
whatsoever source it appeared and discarding erroneous forms 
of expression. 

The authoritative character of the Vedas which include the 
Upanisads is not inconsistent with philosophy as a criticism of 
categories. The seers give utterance to their visions of Ultimate 
Reality. The author of the B.S. systematises them and has 
referred to oral traditions of their significance. 1 

Today unbelief in the form of certain conviction is yielding 
to unbelief in the form of doubt. Michael Faraday said: Tn 
knowledge, that man only is to be condemned and despised who 
is not in a state of transition.’ With sincerity and impartiality 
we should endeavour to seek solutions of religious questions. 

The view that Scriptures of all religions have a claim to our 
allegiance in so far as their statements are not dated has the 
support of Indian religious classics. The spiritual community of 
the future needs for its foundation no geographically limited 
writings, no groups organised in accordance with ecclesiastical 
articles and rules. All those who are aware that future salvation 
does not depend on mechanical or technological development or 
regulation of economic and social life but solely on the revival of 
a world of spiritual values which evade empirical analysis but 
reveal themselves only to faith and hope should band together 
and work for the world community. In that city which is still 
out of sight, in that homeland of the spirit, we will understand 
one another. 

Every period of history nurses in its bosom certain unavowed 

1 Professor A. E. Taylor writes: ‘What we have a right to demand of the 
theologian is that the matter upon which his thought works shall be something 
genuinely given, and that in his reflective elaboration of it he shall be true to it. 

I do not see that we have a right to demand more.’ The Faith of a Moralist, 
Vol. II (2nd edition), p. 390. 
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and unanalysed assumptions which constitute the key to the 
interpretation of that period. Our generation is aiming at 
human unity and brotherhood and the establishment of the 
one and only universal Church. An interpretation of the great 
Scriptures of the world on the lines outlined here may perhaps 
provide the basis for such a consummation. 


chapter 4 

The Nature of Reality 

Brahman the Absolute 

In spiritual experience, Ultimate Reality impinges on the 
human spirit. Religion is a living creative power because 
Ultimate Reality manifests itself to the human spirit. Whether 
we mean by religion adherence to sect or dogma, an attitude of 
faith or reverence toward what William James calls the more 
that lies beyond subjectivity, that Platonic pure reason of 
which Coleridge wrote that it is not 'something which is in us, 
but something in which we are/, it brings us into contact with 
something out there. The seers have an overpowering conviction 
of the presence of Spiritual Reality. The experience is a com¬ 
pelling vision or intuitive realisation of the reality of the 
Supreme. 

If religion arises at the point where Ultimate Reality mani¬ 
fests itself to the human spirit, our view of religion will be 
determined by the view we take of the nature of Ultimate 
Reality and of the relationship with the human spirit into 
which it enters. Religion is the self-manifestation of Ultimate 
Reality in man. The Supreme is completely different from the 
contingent things of the world. It is the presence behind the 
phenomena and transcendent to them. The Supreme is non¬ 
dual, free from the distinctions of subject and object. The 
principle of via negativa makes out that Brahman cannot be the 
object of rational knowledge. It emphasises the incommensur¬ 
ability of the infinite and the finite. When logical categories are 
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denied of the Supreme Spirit, it only means that it is not an 
objective existent or a logical category. To use Kantian 
terminology the reality of spirit is that of freedom rather than 
that of nature. Spirit exists only in the subject but it is not in 
the least subjective for the distinction of subject and object as 
correlatives has meaning only on the logical plane but spirit is 
reality of another kind, an immeasurably greater and more 
primal one. Professor R. A. Nicholson in his article on Sufis ' 1 
quotes: 

In solitude where Being signless dwelt, 

And all the universe still dormant lay 
In Selfishness, One Being was, 

Exempt from T or ‘Thou’-ness and apart from all duality. 

Subject and object, I and Thou have no place there. We 
cannot describe the Supreme in personal terms when the non¬ 
dual, advaita aspect is in view. 

Beware! say not, ‘He is all-beautiful, 

And we His lovers/ Thou art but the glass, 

And He the face confronting it, which casts 
Its image on the mirror. He alone 
Is manifest, and Thou in truth art hid 
... If steadfastly 

Thou canst regard, thou wilt at length perceive 
He is the mirror also; He alike 
The Treasure and the Casket. 

There is nothing else than the Absolute which is the pre¬ 
supposition of all else. The central mystery is that of Being 
itself. We should not think that emphasis on Being overlooks 
the fact of becoming. Being as such is free from static or 
dynamic implications. It is devoid of and is antecedent to any 
special qualifications. It points to the original fact that there is 
something and not nothing and to the power of that which 
resists non-being. We cannot define Being since it is the pre¬ 
supposition of all definition. In it is the coincidence of opposites. 
It is all and nothing, self and not-self, activity and rest, 
formlessness and form, the unknown knower in which all things 

1 Encyclopaedia of Religions and Ethics. XII. pp. 16-17. 
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are known, the void from which all fullness flows, ever pouring 
forth in creation and for ever undiminished in itself. 1 

The primacy of Being is argued on a rational basis. There is 
the ontological otherness, the otherness of the Transcendent 
Absolute, source of all existent things, the perfect being from 
which all existent things derive their being and nature. Apart 
from this Transcendent Reality existent things neither exist nor 
persist. The sense of the absolute dependence of all existent 
things is central to piety. It is this sense that is translated into 
the argument from the radical contingency of the world to an 
absolute self-subsistent, non-contingent being as its source. The 
contemplation of finite things leads to a direct discernment of 
the Supreme as their absolute source. S. says, ‘Whenever we 
deny something unreal, we do so with reference to something 
real. The unreal snake, for example, is negatived with reference 
to the real rope. But this is possible only if some entity is left. 
If everything is denied, then no entity is left, and if no entity is 
left, the denial of some other entity which we may wish to 
undertake becomes impossible, i.e. the latter entity becomes 
real and cannot be negatived.' 2 

We teach Brahman without speaking about it, avacane ca 
brahma provdca. Every spoken word narrows down Being. We 
can say only that Being is itself. Beginningless, absolute 
Brahman is not known by gods or sages. Only the Lord 
Narayayia knows him. 3 Silence is the only language of worship. 
Worship is not servile cringing before absolute power but 
worship or adoration. ‘How can he who holds all be brought 
into a temple? How can he who is the basis of all be confined 

1 Philo observes: ‘God is withdrawn from both ends of time, for his life is not 
Time but Eternity, the archetype of time. And in eternity there is neither past 
nor future but only present.' 

Cp. Dante: ‘O Light Eternal who only in Thyself abidest, only Thyself dost 
comprehend, and, of Thyself comprehended and Thyself comprehending, dost 
love and smile.’ 

2 kam ciddhi paramartham alambya aparamarthah pratisiddhyate. yathd 
rajjvddisu sarpddayah. tacca parisisyamdne kasmims' cidbhdve’vakalpate. 
krtsna-prati$edhetn tu ko’nyo bhdvafy pariiisyela. aparisisyamdi^e ednyasmin 
yah itarak pariseddhum drabhyate. tasyaiva paramarthatvapattefr prati§edhanu - 
papattih. S.B. III. 2. 22. 

3 anddyam tam par am brahma na devd na rsayo vidufr 
ekas tad veda bhagavan dhdtd ndrdyanah prabhuh. 

Vijndnumrta-bhd$ya I. 1. 5. 
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to a spot? How can there be the circling round of the Infinite? 
How can there be prostration to him who is our very self?' 1 

There is the other-ness of God felt in the act of worship. He 
cannot be wholly other for then it would be impossible to know 
anything about him even on the basis of his own self-revelation. 
There is an element of non-otherness. The other-ness of God 
does not exclude the possibility of community of being between 
God and man. In the act of worship we have a sense of the other¬ 
ness of God as well as a sense of wonder that he has bestowed on 
us a nature akin to his own. It is this kinship that makes 
communion with him possible. 2 There is an incomprehensible 
other-ness of God as the source of all, an other-ness which God 
himself discloses to the soul of man. God is both transcendent to 
and immanent in the world. He originates, sustains, sets limits 
to his community of being w r ith the world and transcends it. 

When we refer to the Supreme as Brahman, as Transcendent 
Reality, we employ the negative method. The Supreme Principle 
is conceived in the Vedas not only as the substance of the world 
and of all beings but also as that which transcends them 'by 
three quarters’ existing as the ‘Immortal in the heavens’. 3 The 
Upanisads hold that the Absolute can be described only as not 
this, not this, na iti, na Hi. The Avadhuta Gita says: 

advaitam kecid icchanti dvaitam icchanti ccipare 
samam tattvam na vindanti dvaitddvaita-vivarjitam 

Some prefer non-duality; others prefer duality. 

They do not understand the Truth which is the same, free 
from duality and non-duality. 4 

Asahga says: 

na san na casan na tathd na ednyathd 
na jay ate vyeti na cavahiyate 
na vardhate ndpi visuddhyate punah 
visuddhyate tat paramdrtha-laksanam. 

1 purnasya avahanam kntra, sarvddhdrasya ca asanam 
pradaksiya ca anantasya hi, advayasya kutah natih? 

2 Cp. Augustine: ‘What is that which gleams through me and smites my 
heart without wounding it? I am both a-shudder, and a-glow. A-shudder in so 
far as I am unlike it; a-glow in so far as I am like it.' The Confessions XT. 9. 1. 

8 Rg Veda X. 90. 3; C.U. 111 . 12. 6. 4 I. 36. 



122 


The Brahma Sutra 


It is not existent, nor non-existent; it is not thus, it is not 
otherwise; it is not born, it does not decay or die or grow, nor 
does it purify. The ever-pure is the mark of the Ultimate 
Reality. 

Nagarjuna declares: 

anirodham , amilpadam , amtcchedam , asdsvatam 
anekCirtham , amindrtham, andgamam , anirgamam 
na sent nfistui na sad-as an na cdpy anubhaydtmakam 
cati iskoti-\ 'in inn uktam tattvam madhyamikd viduh. 1 

Nirvana is described in similar terms: 

apraklnam, asamprdptam , anucchinnam, asdsvatam 
aniruddJiam , amitpddam clan nirvdnam ucyate. 

Tlieologia Germanic a says: ‘Where this Light is, the mail's end 
and aim is not this or that, I or Thou, or the like, but only the 
One, who is neither I nor Thou, this nor that, but is above all I 
and Thou, this and that; and in him all Good is loved as one 
Good/ 

Henry Vaughan writes: 

There is in God (some say) 

A deep but dazzling darkness; as men here 
Say it is late and dusky, because they 
See not all clear; 

O for that night! where I in him 
Might live invisible and dim. 2 

The Atman 

The Supreme Reality is not out there but is one with our 
deepest self. Brahman is Atman, the Universal Spirit. Tat tvam 

1 M adhyamika-Karika. 

2 Op. namostu unyata-garbha sarva-samkalpa-varjita 

sarvajna jnana-sandoha jndna-murte namostu te 
sambuddha bodhisattvas ca(tvattah) paramitdgunah 
sambhavanti sada natha bodhi-citta namostu te. 

Hail to thee the birthplace of the void, who art free of all conceits, omniscient 
one, thou mass of knowledge, knowledge personified, all hail to thee. From you, 
O Lord, there ever rise into existence Buddhas and Bodhisattvas who possess 
as their good qualities the great perfections, O the thought of enlightenment, 
hail to thee. 

Prajnopdya-viniscaya-siddhi III. 9 and 11. 
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asi . 1 The self is an independent entity underlying the conscious 
personality and the physical frame. The natural man is 
alienated from the self in him. All that we know and express 
about the self belongs to the world of change, of time and space 
but the self is for ever changeless, beyond the world of space, 
time and cause. 

In all the countless months, years and aeons, past and to 
come, what does not rise or set, that is the one self-luminous con¬ 
sciousness. 2 The Dm Bhdgavata says:‘Break of this consciousness 
is never seen. If it is ever seen, then the seer remains behind 
embodied as that same consciousness.’ 3 Samkscpa-sariraka says: 
‘This unique undivided selfconsciousness is subject and object 
at once.’ 4 This self is unseizable as an object of thought. ‘It is 
never known but it is the knower.’ avijhcitam vijhdtr /» The self 
is the point where science and every objective method of 
approach become inapplicable. 0 

When the Upanisad thinker says I am Brahman , a ham 
brahmdsmi , when the Buddha declares that he is wisdom or 
enlightenment, when Jesus says, ‘I am the Truth’, what is the 
‘I’ which is said to be the real and the true? No Western philo¬ 
sopher before Socrates is so interesting as Heracleitus. His ‘I 
sought for myself’ expresses the highest consciousness of the 
problem of philosophy. We cannot seek the ‘I’ by logical 
analysis or intellectual observation. A new world is revealed 
when the soul turns to contemplate itself. Heracleitus says: 
Travel over every road, you cannot discover the frontiers of 


1 The author of the Imitation puts into the mouth of Jesus: ‘When you think 
that you arc far from me, then, often am I nearest to you.' 

2 musdbda-yuga-kalpesu gatdgamisu anekadhd 
nodeti ndstameti csd samvid ekd svayam-prabhd. 

Panca-dasl I. 7. 

8 samvido vyabhiedras tu naiva drsfo'sti karliicit 
yadi drs/afi tadd drasfa si stall samvid vapuh svayam. 

III. 32. 


4 asrayatva-visayatva-bhdginl 
nir-vibhdga-citir eva kevala. 

* B.U. III. 4. 2. 

6 Cp. Max Planck: ‘Science cannot solve the ultimate mystery of nature. 
And that is because in the last analysis, we ourselves are part of nature and 
therefore part of the mystery we are trying to solve. The most penetrating eye 
cannot see itself any more than a working instrument can work upon itself.' 
Where is Science Going? 
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the soul—it has so deep a logos/ 1 For conceptual thinking the 
soul is boundless. Transcendence is the only means of reaching 
the soul's deeper stratum. The power to transcend is the 
property of the subject T. It always goes beyond the 'me'. It is 
greater than the series of empirical selves. In a prayer to 
Krsna, Brahma says: ‘We imagine things outside ourselves and 
look upon our Self as a stranger to us and seek for him outside 
ourselves. Look at the ignorance of the unenlightened/ 2 

5 . opens his commentary on the B.S. with a distinction 
between subject and object, dtman and an-dtman , with the 
formulation of the absolute disparity between I and Thou, 
asmat and yusmat. The pure subject is distinguished from the 
ego, the psychological or sociological self which is a part of the 
objective world. The latter is a fragment of nature. In his own 
depths, in the very core of his existence, the self continues to 
be himself. This Self, £. says, ‘the unconditioned, markless, free 
from the characters of existent and non-existent, is real 
metaphysically'. 3 ‘There are two sights’, says £. ‘One is eternal 
and unseen viz. the sight of the seer: the other is non-eternal 
and seen/ 4 ‘By his ever-present eternal sight which is his own 
nature known as the self-shining one, the seer sees the other 
evanescent sight in the waking state and in dreams, consisting 
of desires and cognitions/ 5 The perceptible is limited to space 
and time; the inferrible is also limited but the pure subject is 
devoid of all limitations and is known immediately though not 
objectively. 6 If the Self were not immediately manifested the 
whole world would become blind. 7 Consciousness is the very 
essence of self as heat is of fire according to £. 8 While the content 
of experience changes, the consciousness does not. Even when 
there are no objects to be known as in deep sleep, consciousness 
is present. For its positive manifestation, consciousness like 
light needs objects but it is never absent. 9 

1 Fragment 45. 

2 tvdm atmdnam param matvd paramdtmdnam eva ca. 
dtmCi punar bahir mrgyah aho’jnajanatdjnata . 

8 tasya nirupddhikasya , alingasya, sad-asadi-visayatva~varjilasya atmanah 
tattva-bhdvo bhavati. S. on Katha U. VI. 13. 

4 dve drstl drastur nityd adrsya, anyanitya drkyeti. 5 S. on B.U. I. 4. 10. 

6 aparoksatvac ca pratyag-atmd prasiddefy, Introduction to £.B. 

7 Vacaspati in his Bhdmati. jagad-dndhya-prasangdt. 8 6.B. I. 4. 10. 

9 vi§ayabhavad iyam acetayamanata, na caitanyabhavdt . 6.B. II. 20. 3. 
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The Sdmkhya system distinguishes between purusa and 
prakrti. Objectivity is foreignness to subjectivity. Object is 
avivekin ; it cannot distinguish itself from subjectivity. Rather 
it is subjectivity that posits the object as the other. Object is 
acetana. It is not self-revealing. It is revealed by something else, 
the subject. 1 We have to rise to pure subjectivity by gradual 
stages. Through the subjective realisation of the body as 
perceived by the senses, of the subject as ego, aham-kara, as 
reflective intelligence, buddhi, we get to pure subjectivity or 
purusa. 

For Eckhart, the ground of the soul is the inner citadel in the 
hidden depths of man's being. It is the uncreated, eternal, pure 
essence at the centre of man's inmost life. The existentialist 
philosophers hold that truth is not external and impersonal but is 
immediate and experienced. It is not so much knowing the 
truth as being it. Kierkegaard says: ‘Truth in its very nature 
is not the duplication of being in terms of thought. . . . No, in 
its very being it is the reduplication in me, in you, in him, so 
that my, your, his life, is striving to attain it . . . is the very 
being of truth, is a life.' 2 

The Self is experienced as the Absolute Reality in the state of 
tunya. It is raised above the distinction of subject and object. 3 
In susupti or deep sleep, the empirical mind with all its modes is 
inactive. In sa-vikalpa samddhi the mind is concentrated on one 
object with which it becomes identified. In it we have the 
consciousness of determinate reality. The consciousness of 
duality is absent in this state and the self enjoys undifferenced 
bliss. In both these states the seeds of knowledge and action, 
vidyci and karma , are present. In nir-vikalpa samddhi we have the 
intuition of reality transcending all determinations. This is the 
highest stage, the truth, Brahman. ‘Desireless, firm, immortal, 
self-existent, contented with the essence, he is lacking nothing. 
One fears not death who has known him, the self, serene, 
ageless, youthful.' 4 Even worship becomes irrelevant when the 
realisation occurs. 

1 paratah-praka 6 a-vi§aya, sdmdnya-prasava-dharmin. 

2 Training in Christianity, pp. 201-2. 8 See P.U., pp. 75ff. 

4 akdmo dhiro amrtal} svayambhu rasena irptena na kutascanonah 

tam eva vidvdn na bibhdya mrtyor dtmdnam dhlram ajaram yuvdnam. 

Atharva Veda X. 8. 44. 
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To whom shall I offer my salutation? I am one, free from 

defects. 1 

Without our participation in the Divine, neither knowledge 
of God nor love of God is possible. It is the Divine which drives 
the soul through all levels of reality to Ultimate Reality. To 
know this Self and make this knowledge effective in human life 
has been the aim of man, according to the Vedanta system. 

Isvara or Personal God 

The Upanisads are not content with a mystery hidden in a 
cloud of negative phrases. They do not reduce the Absolute 
deprived of all determinations to a bare abstraction by the 
ruthless logic of the negative method. The Absolute is a living 
reality with a creative urge. When this aspect is stressed, the 
Absolute becomes a Personal God, Isvara . 

In religious experience personal encounter is as real as the 
encounter of subject and object in cognitive experience. We 
meet a Thou* whom we can influence by prayer and worship. 
While Brahman is the trans-personal ground and abyss of 
everything personal, Isvara is the Personal God. While Brahman 
is the object of nir-vikalpa samddhi , Isvara is the object of 
sa-vikalpa samddhi. 

In the concept of Isvara the Absolute is brought into closer 
relationship with the world. There is continuity between the 
values discerned in God and the values discernible and realisable 
in human life. God in his perfection is the ultimate source of all 
values whatsoever which derive from him. 

On the human level, person is individuality with self¬ 
relatedness and world-relatedness and therefore with rationality, 
freedom and responsibility. 

Brahman and Isvara are not distinct entities but different 
aspects of the same Reality. Brahman is Isvara when viewed as 
creative power. 2 It is wrong to imagine that the absolutistic 
doctrine is for the philosophically initiated and the theistic 
doctrine for others. Even in S.'s thought the apprehension of 
God as personal is a living factor. Theism arises out of the com- 

1 kasyapy aho namas-kuryam aham eko nirafijanafy. Avadhuta Gita I. 3. 

2 brahmaiva sva-iakti-prakrtyabhidheyam a&ritya lohdn srtfvd niyantrtvad 
Uvarali. 
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pulsions of the human spirit. It is not a question of higher and 
lower knowledge. The view that the representation of Brahman 
as Isvara is a concession to the weakness of the human mind as 
some Advaitins hold is not supported by the B.S. 1 

As Brahman answers to the content of the iuriya or the 
transcendental consciousness, Isvara answers to the susupfi or 
the consciousness of deep sleep. The principle of objectivity is 
present in the state of deep sleep. It has the seed of both dream 
and waking states. 2 The principle of objectivity is called 
prakrti, the unmanifested, imperceptible all but nothing which 
receives existence, form and meaning. It is the limit of the 
downward movement, the lowest form which is all but non¬ 
existent. There is nothing in the actual world which is com¬ 
pletely devoid of form. Prakrti is the potentiality of all things. 
The supra-real one and the infra-real matter answer to pure 
being and pure non-being. The Supreme self-conscious Lord is 
the wisdom of Solomon which sweetly ordereth all things. 

It is said that the Divine Wisdom acts through its opposite 
avidyd , non-wisdom. Brahman with avidyd is Brahman as 
subject-object which is the basis of the whole world. According 
to later Advaita Vedanta , Brahman with avidyd is the material 
cause of the world. The world is grounded in such a Brahman 
and is absorbed in it. 3 Avidyd is also regarded as mdyd and the 
joint causality of Brahman and mdyd is conceived in a threefold 
manner. The two are twisted together as two threads into one 
or that Brahman with mdyd as its power or sakti is the cause of 
the world or Brahman being the support of mdyd is indirectly 
the cause of the world. 

1 Kalpa-taru states that ‘the demonstration of Brahman as with attributes is 
out of compassion for those dull-witted persons who have not the capacity to 
intuit the Supreme Brahman without attributes; having thereby directed their 
minds to the pursuit of the Brahman with attributes, Brahman devoid of all 
duality directly manifests itself'. 

nirvisesam par am brahma sdksdt kartum anl^varah 
ye mandds te’nukampyante saviiesanirfipanaify 
vaHkrte manasy e$dm saguria-brahma-tllandt. 
tad evdvirbhavet sdksdd abhedopddhi-kalpanam. 

8 sa$uptakhyam tamo-’jnanam bijam svapna-prabodhayoh . S. on Upadesa - 
sdhasrl. Sure£vara in Naiskarmya-siddhi says: tasmdt susupte ajndnam 
abhyupagantavyam . 

3 avidyd-sahita-brahmopaddnam jagat brahmani evdsti tatraiva ca liyate. 
Bhdmati I. i. 2. 
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In all creation there is the union of the male and the female. 
They are two aspects, co-partners of the Supreme Being. The 
Supreme transcends all opposites but also includes them. 
Darkness is not the mere negation of light or light of darkness. 
Each is a necessary condition of the other. The darkness and 
passivity of the Divine is as real as the light and activity of the 
Divine. God is father-mother. The inseparable union of being 
and non-being is the creative mystery. The Supreme is regarded 
as the Universal Mother, jagad-ambd. In one of the hymns 
attributed to she is said to have her abode in the form of 
energy in all things. 1 

The Rg Veda describes the Supreme as an inconceivable 
wonder, a sublime unity, a totality from which light shoots forth 
to generate out of darkness and emptiness a living universe. 

The Absolute appears in a double aspect, eternity and time. 
Though apparently opposed they are one in reality. They are 
seemingly antagonistic but really complementary aspects of the 
Absolute. The cosmic process is the interaction between the two 
principles. It is the supreme Purusa or God working on prakrti 
or matter. In the image of Ardha-narUvara the two opposed but 
complementary principles are shown as one complete organism. 
Radha and Krsna are said to be one integral whole. 2 We do not 
have a metaphysical dualism for the principle of non-being is 
dependent on Being. It is that without which no effort would 
be possible or necessary. It is a necessary moment in reality for 
the unfolding of the Supreme. If the world is what it is, it is 
because of the tension. The world of time and change is ever 
striving to reach perfection. Non-being which is responsible for 
the imperfection is a necessary element here; it is the material in 
which the ideas of God are actualised. Because as Proclus says 
matter is a 'child of God\ it is aiming at transformation into 
spirit. 

1 yd devl sarva-bhulesu iakti-rupena samsthitd. 

2 Cp. Sdma-veda-rahasya: anddyo’yam purusa eka evdsti, tad evam rupam 
dvidhd vidhdya sarvdn rasan samdharati: hyayam eva naylkdrupam vidhdya 
samdrddhana~iat~paro’ bhutasmdt lam rddhdm rasikdnanddm veda-vido vadanti. 

Kr§na says, according to Narada-pancardtra, that his grace is available only 
to those who meditate on Rddhd. 

satyam satyam puna 1 } satyam satyam eva punah punah 
radhd-ndmnd vind loke mat-prasddo na vidyate. 
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God is the infinite mind whose mode of being is at once the 
consciousness of self and constitutive of what is other than self. 
For Hegel God realises himself in and through the universe. As 
the universe proceeds from God it belongs essentially to his own 
being. When the Divine Subject objectifies itself in this way in 
the universe, the essential unconditioned freedom of the spirit 
becomes involved in conditions and limitations which contradict 
this freedom. Nevertheless it is through this contradiction that 
the spirit is able to realise itself and return to itself, not now 
simply as the One but as the One that is in all. In this integration 
the spirit takes up its opposite into itself and achieves a richer 
consciousness, a fuller harmony. The goal of attainment is 
spirit in its completeness. 

Judaism, Christianity and Islam look upon Reality as a 
person and the approach to the Supreme is through prayer and 
worship. The mystics of these religions, however, look upon the 
highest goal as union with Reality in which the distinction 
between subject and object fades away. For them the vision of 
Reality is a unitive, undifferentiated state of being. So also 
many Hindu and Buddhist thinkers approach Reality in its 
super-personal form and their aim is moksa or nirvana which can 
be attained through the spiritual activity of meditation. But 
there are large numbers in the Hindu and the Buddhist faiths 
who look upon the Supreme as a Person and insist on prayer and 
worship to him. The Saiva, the Vaisnava and the Sakta cults as 
well as Mahay ana Buddhism represent the theistic tendency. 
Though the emphases may be different, all these religions, 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam as well as Hinduism and 
Buddhism, admit the vision of Reality as a super-personal state 
of being and as Personal God. The latter look upon them as two 
poises of the same Reality. All these religions are aware of 
personal saviour gods. 

livara in the form of Visnu is said to be the source, the 
transcendent God of the created worlds. The waters of life which 
feed creation are the elementary material aspects, the first 
tangible emanation of the Divine, which, though beyond form, 
yet evolves and comprehends all forms. In sculptural repre¬ 
sentations they are symbolised in the coils of the huge serpent 
whose dwelling is the cosmic abyss and whose name is ananta, 

E 
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endless. God as Visnu reclines on this immeasurable body from 
which temporal existences spring. Ananta supports in his 
expanded hoods both the terrestrial and the celestial spheres. 
He is the ever-living cosmic ocean from out of which the world 
and its forms emerge. He rests in the ocean which is perpetually 
transforming its movement and its colour. He is also called 
Sesa or the remainder for he is the abysmal water that has not 
become transformed into creatures but remains at the bottom 
of the universe as its primal life-force, the original substance 
feeding all. Ultimately A nanta is identical with Visnu himself 
who, in his human form, is seen recumbent 011 his coils. Visnu 
and Ananta are subject and object, Isvara and prakrti . These 
are the dual manifestations of a single divine presence which, by 
and in itself, is beyond the forms it assumes when bringing the 
world-process into action. 

The supreme Isvara is often identified with Siva , and there 
are symbolic representations of Siva as Nata-rdja, the King of 
dancers. Nata-rdja is the manifestation of the eternal energy in 
five activities, pahca-kriyd: (i) srsti or pouring forth, creation; 
(ii) sthiti or maintenance; (iii) samhdra or taking back, 
destruction; (iv) tirobhdva or concealing, veiling, hiding the 
transcendental reality behind appearances; (v) anugraha or 
favouring, bestowing grace through manifestations that accept 
devotees. Nata-rdja is represented as dancing on the dwarfish 
body of the demon apasmdra-purusa , forgetfulness, loss of 
memory, ignorance the destruction of which brings enlighten¬ 
ment which effects release from the bondage of mundane 
existence. In the figure of Nata-rdja we see the contrast between 
the movement of his limbs and the tranquillity of his face. It 
symbolises the paradox of time and eternity, of mortal existence 
and indestructible being. 

Sometimes, the Supreme is identified with Sakti . This type of 
worship is not unknown to the West. When the pagan temples 
were closed, the cult of Virgin Mary replaced that of Virgin 
Athene. 

The act of creation, the relationship between God and man is 
the revelation of the divine drama of which time and history 
are the inner content. Iivara is the guide and controller of the 
world. 
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Even the avatdras or incarnations are identified with the 
Supreme Isvara. Tulasi Das, in his Rdmdyana, makes Siva tell 
Pdrvatt: The Rama on whom gods, sages and seers from 
Brahma downwards meditate in their devotions is not the 
Rama of history, the son of King Dasaratha, the ruler of 
Ayodhya. He is the eternal, the unborn, the one without a 
second, timeless, formless, stainless/ bhaktdndm anukampdrtham 
devo vigrahavdn bhavet . Out of compassion for the devotees the 
Supreme assumes a human form. 

jesus of history is represented as the incarnation of the 
Supreme. He assumed human form for the sake of saving us. 
St Paul says: 'Our Lord Jesus Christ, though he was rich, yet 
for your sakes he became poor, that ye through your poverty 
might be rich / 1 Irenaeus expresses the view more directly: 
'Our Lord Jesus Christ did through his transcendent love 
become what we are, that we might become what he is/ 'He was 
made man', said Athanasius, 'that we might be made God / 2 
Jesus asks his disciples to be united with him. 'Abide in me, and 
I in you / 3 Even as there is no existence apart from him there is 
no salvation apart from union with God. Jesus is the forerunner, 
the first born of many brethren and the first fruits of them that 
slept . 4 

The different representations of the Supreme as Visnu , Siva, 
Sakti take into account the traditional beliefs of the different 
people. They are not cold abstractions but symbolise different 
ways of communion and fellowship. The spread of Hinduism in 
India has resulted in the assimilation of the divinities wor¬ 
shipped by the people. 

livara is not the ultimate ideal. A Personal God even when 
theologically sublimated is only a realisation of that which is 
beyond both being and its opposite non-being. We must leave 
behind the categories of religious thought and have a direct 
ascent. In the concept of Isvara , we objectify what is essentially 
non-objective. We try to naturalise what is beyond nature. 

There are many analogies to the conception of Brahman and 
Uvara , Absolute and God in Western religious thought. 

To give one example, for Plotinus God is super-being or 

1 II Corinthians viii. 9. * De Incarnatione LV. 4.3. 8 John xv. 4. 

4 Hebrews vi. 20; Romans viii. 29; I Corinthians xv. 20. 
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nothing, if being is something. In the sphere of the nous , the 
relation of subject and object exists. While the one for Plotinus 
is the absolute Godhead, the intellectual principle is God. 

Brahma 

Brahma or Hiranya-garbha is the first-born emanation of the 
supreme Isvara, who controls the processes of cosmic evolution. 
Isvara is infinite, has all possibilities in him without limitation. 
There are inexhaustible ranges of being and value in him which 
have not yet received realisation. They belong solely to the 
distinctive being and perfection of God. 

Brahma is created and this world is perishable . 1 Manu says: 
'From the Highest Ndrdyana , there was born the four-faced 
one / 2 He says: This universe existed in the shape of darkness. 
. . . The Supreme desiring to create beings of many kinds from 
his own body, first with a thought created the waters and placed 
his seed in them. That seed became a golden egg equal to the 
sun in brilliancy; in that he himself was born as Brahma , the 
progenitor of the whole world / 3 Hiranya-garbha is a mani¬ 
festation of Isvara . £. says that in the Katlia t /. 4 the mahdn 
atman is Hiranya-garbha and his buddhi is the basis of all 
intellects . 6 

According to R., there are four classes of creatures (godmen, 
men, animals and plants), and the difference of these classes 
depends on the individual selves which are attached to various 

1 yo brahmdnam vidadhdti purvam. £.U. VI. 18. 

According to the writings of the Egyptians there was a time when neither 
heaven nor earth existed, and when nothing had being except the boundless 
primeval water which was, however, shrouded with thick darkness. At length, 
the spirit of the primeval water felt the desire for creative activity, and having 
uttered the word, the world sprang straightway into being in the form which 
had already been depicted, in the mind of the spirit before he spoke the word 
which resulted in the creation. The next act of creation was the formation of a 
germ or egg from which sprang Ra, the Sun-God within whose shining form 
was embodied the almighty power of the divine Spirit. E. A. Wallis Budge: 
Egyptian Ideas of the Future Life , pp. 22-3. 

2 paro ndrayano devas tasmaj jatas catur-mukhaft. 

8 tad aitdam abhavaddhaimam sahasrdmhu-sama-prabham 
tasmin jajHe svayam brahma sarva-loka-pitamahafr. 

I. 1. 5, 8-9. 

4 I. 3. 10-iu 

6 yd prathamajasya hiranya-garbhasya buddhis sa sarvdsdm buddhlndm 
paramd pratisfhd. S.B. I. 4. 1. 
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bodies enabling them to experience the results of their works in 
the world beginning with Brahma and ending with non-moving 
objects . 1 By the interaction of subject and object the cosmic 
process gradually realises the values of spirit in its upward 
ascent from nothingness to the Kingdom of God or brahma-loka 
under divine inspiration and influence. 

The changing historical process is not coextensive with 
reality. It is a limited manifestation of the Supreme. Hiranya - 
garbha is not only the world-soul but also the highest of all 
beings in the world. ‘For as in the series of beings, though 
having the common attributes of being animated, from man to a 
blade of grass, a successive diminution of knowledge, power and 
so on is observed, so in the [ascending] series [extending] from 
man to Hiranya-garbha , a gradually increasing manifestation of 
knowledge, power and so on takes place / 2 

We cannot say that the Absolute changes into Isvara or Isvara 
into Hiranya-garbha. The objection to the parinama or change 
theory is put in several ways. Vacaspati asks: does it change as a 
whole or in part? If it changes as a whole, how can there be no 
destruction of old nature; if it changes in part, is the part 
different from the whole or non-different? If it be different, how 
can the transformation be of the original reality, for when one 
thing is changed a different thing is not also changed as that 
would be an undue extension. Or if it be non-different, how can 
the transformation be not of the whole ? 3 

V isva-rupa 

The world is a concretisation of the world purpose. It is the 
virdt-svarupa. The Vedic gods were representations of prominent 
aspects of nature. Dyaus, from div, to shine, is the lord of the 
heavenly light, the source of strength, splendour and knowledge. 

1 brahmadi-sthavarantam catur-vidham bhuta-jatam tat-tat-harmocita-kav Irani 
tad-ucita-nama-bhdkcdkarod ity uktam. K.B. I. 3. 26. 

* yathd hi pranitvdvisese’pi manusyddistamba-pary ante sit jhdnaisvaryddi 
pratibandhah parena parena bhuydn bhavan drsyatc, tathd manusyddisv eva 
hir any a-garbha-p ary ante ?u jndnai svaryddy-abhivyaktir api parena parena 
bhuyasl bhavati . S.B. I. 3. 30. 

8 tat sarvatmand vd pariyamate eka-dese vd? sarvatmand pariiidme katham na 
tattva-vyahatih? eka-deta-parindme vd sa eha-dehas tato bhinno vd abhinno vd? 
bhinnat cet katham tasya pariridma}%? na hy anyasmin parinama-mdne'nyafy- 
parindmati ati-prasangdt abhede vd katham na sarvatmand parindmafy? 
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misrepresenting what is presented in a unitary way. Brahman , 
livara, Hiranya-garbha and Virdt-rupa arc four poises of the 
one Reality . 1 


CHAPTER 5 

The Status of the World 


Samsdra 

The world in Indian thought as in many other systems is said 
to be a perpetual procession of events where nothing abides. It 
is a succession of states. The Hindu and the Buddhist systems 
accept the fact of samsdra, what Plato calls ‘the world of coming 
into being and passing away'. It is an endless process of 
becoming and not a state. The universe is not a static one. The 
actual world is a process whose possibilities are infinite. 

Bhartrhari says: ‘We see that life is being wasted every day. 
Youth is approaching its end, the days that are past do not 
return. Time devours the world. The goddess of wealth is as 
unsteady as waves in a river. Life is as fleeting as lightning 
itself. Therefore, O Lord, save me, seeking refuge in thee, this 
very instant / 2 Transiency is the character not only of human 
life but of the very structure of reality. 

1 See P.U., pp. 701-5. 

2 dyitr nasyati pasyatdiit prati-dinam vdti k savant yauvanam 
pratydydnti gatdh pitnar na divasdh kdlo jagad-bhaksakah 
laksmis toya-taranga-bhariga-capald vidyuc-calam jlvitam 
t asm an mam karandgatarii saranada. tvam-raksa raksadhuna. 

In the Phaedrus, Plato says that 'if man had eyes to see Divine Beauty, pure 
and clean and unalloyed, not clogged with the pollutions of mortality and all 
the colours and varieties of human life, his one aim would be to lly away from 
earth to heaven*. 

'Human life! Its duration is momentary, its substance in perpetual flux, its 
senses dim, its physical organism perishable, its consciousness a vortex, its 
destiny dark, its repute uncertain—in fact, the material clement is a rolling 
stream, the spiritual element dreams and vapour, life a war and a sojourning in 
a far country, fame oblivion. What can see us through? One thing and one 
only—Philosophy; and that means keeping the spirit within us unspoiled and 
undishonoured, not giving way to pleasure or pain, never acting unthinkingly 
or deceitfully or insincerely, and never being dependent on the moral support of 
others. It also means taking what comes contentedly as all part of the process 

[Continued on page 6 
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When we speak of the world as mdya we refer to the feeling of 
the vanity of life. ‘All this most lovely fabric of things exceeding 
good', wrote Augustine in the fourth century a.d., ‘when its 
measures are accomplished will pass away; they have their 
morning and their evening / 1 The world subject to change, decay 
and death is not the Ultimate Reality. If the constant is real, the 
changing is less than real. 

Samsdra has a pattern 

The problem for philosophy is, why is there a world at all and 
what are we all doing in it? Before we are able to answer these 
questions, we must know the nature of the world. Even 
Buddhism which stresses the transiency of life allows the rule of 
law. Each state is determined by what went before it. The world 
process has a pattern and a goal. It is marching towards 
freedom. The path is not smooth or straight. There are blind 
alleys, relapses. As we shall see, the human individual can shape 
the future. If we do not have men of sufficient courage, strength 
and dedication, humanity may lapse into long nights of 
reaction. Yet, slowly, painfully, but inexorably, it moves on 
towards an ideal state of happiness, truth, beauty and goodness. 

This world is not a wasteland. It is not altogether a world of 
woe. Human life is not an accident in a blind impersonal 
process. There is a relation between the self-conscious spirit of 
man and the reality at the heart of things. Enlightened ideas 
have a transforming power. 

Time and Eternity 

Though everything is subject to the law of time, time itself is, 
in Plato's words, the moving image of eternity. We cannot 
account for the order and progress we discern in the world, if it 
is treated as self-sufficient. It is said that this entire triad of 
worlds would have become blind darkness if the light known as 

Continued from page 133] 

to which we owe our own being; and, above all, it means facing Death calmly— 
taking it simply as a dissolution of the atoms of which every living organism is 
composed. Their perpetual transformation does not hurt the atoms, so why 
should one mind the whole organism being transformed and dissolved? It is a 
law of Nature, and Natural Law can never be wrong/ Marcus Aurelius 
Antoninus, Meditations Book II ad fin. 

1 Confessions XIII. 3. 5. 
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Word had not been shining in it . 1 If there were no God there 
would not be anything else. 

If we immerse the light in darkness, the world becomes a 
void, a nothingness, an abyss and a night descends on the depths 
of the human spirit. The world is not self-sufficient or self- 
explanatory nor is it meaningless or unintelligible. God is time 
as well as eternity. Both Nagarjuna and S. admit the factual 
nature of the pluralistic world. Both of them affirm that it is not 
ultimate. Its character is indeterminate, anirvacaniya , neither 
real nor unreal . 2 

Maya 

To look upon the temporal process apart from the eternal 
background is to mistake the nature of the world. The world is 
not apart from Brahman. To look upon the world as self- 
sufficient is to be caught in mdya . The B.G. admits that the 
world is anilya, non-eternal, and asukha , painful, but there is the 
eternal underlying it. There is bitterness at the bottom of every 
cup, blight in every flower, shadow in every sunshine. To see into 
the abyss and yet to believe that God is merciful and by his 
grace man can right his course even when he has strayed is the 
teaching of the B.G. The temporal is, however, not to be 
identified with the Eternal. 

Eternal Being is non-dual; objectified or known being is dual. 
Concepts and categories are only a means of apprehending 
Dasein or being in the world, objective existence. The objective 
universe consists of three things, ‘name, form and action’. 
‘ trayam vd idarh ndma rupam karma.'* These three support one 
another and are really one. To be perceived, to be an object, 
drsya , is to forfeit ultimate reality. Time is a fundamental form 
of the objectification of human existence. The waking and the 
dream worlds are both unreal in the strict metaphysical sense in 
that they involve duality and are objective but this is not to 
reduce a waking experience to a dream state. There is nothing to 

1 idath andhath tamah krstnam jayeta bhuv ana-tray am 
yadi sabdahvayam jyotird samsaram na dlpyatc. 

8 ‘Jesus, son of Mary (on whom be peace) said: The world is a bridge; pass 
over it, but build no house upon it.' This was inscribed by Akbar on the 
Bulwand Darwaza, the lofty gateway into the palace of Katehpur Sikri, 
completed by him a . d . 1571. 8 B.U. I. 6. 1. 

E* 
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support the view that the entire manifold universe is illusory in 
character. The tangible objects which we see around us are not 
the objects of our imagination. The world is distinguished from 
such self-contradictory entities as the son of a barren woman 
and dreams and illusions. 5 . takes pains to repudiate the view of 
mentalism advocated by the Vijnana-vddins . Whatever the 
outside world depends on, it does not depend on the human 
mind. 5 . does not favour the modern attempt to dissolve 
concrete realities like stars and atoms into mathematical 
equations or mental states. He argues against the subjectivist 
theory which asserts that everything exists only so far as it is 
known or is a content of consciousness. The sensation 'blue’ is 
different from the sensation 'red’, because the objects given to 
the sensing consciousness are different. Awareness of something 
'blue' and the object ‘blue’ are not identical. 1 The object of 
consciousness is not the same as the consciousness of the object 
and the manner of the existence of the one is not like the manner 
of the existence of the other. The object 'blue’ can exist without 
requiring that the consciousness of ‘blue’ should exist. It is just 
the same whether we are aware of it or not. The object seen is 
independent of perception. 

Even if the world be an illusion, the maker of the illusion is 
not the individual subject but the divine Lord, may dm tu 
prakrtim viddhi mdyinam tu mahesvaram . 2 The idea of the 
created world is not our dream but is put into our heads by the 
Divine Being. If it is imagination that creates the world, it is 
the cosmic imagination and not any private one. Commenting 
on II. 4. 20, £. clearly makes out that the individual soul is not 
responsible for the world of objects: 'with regard to the manifold 
names and forms, such as mountains, rivers, oceans, etc., no soul 
apart from the Lord possesses the power of evolution; and if any 
have such power it is dependent on the Highest Lord’. 3 If life is 
an illusion it is one that lasts endlessly, anddi , ananta. It is 
shared by all human beings, sarva-loka-pratyaksa . 4 It is difficult 
to draw a distinction between such an illusion and reality. 

1 artha-jnanayor bhedah. S.B. II. 2. 20. 2 £.U. IV. 10. 

8 na ca giri-nadi-samadrddisii ndnavidhesu ndmarupesv anisvarasya jlvasya 
vyakarana-sdmarthyam asti ; yesv api cdsti sdmarthyam tesv api paramesvard - 
yattam eva tat. 4 &.B. I. 1. 1. 
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Each entity is a mixture of being and non-being. In his 
finitude the human individual asks the question of the nature of 
being. He who is infinite does not ask the question of being for 
he is being completely. A being who does not realise that he is 
finite cannot ask because he does not go beyond himself. Man 
cannot avoid asking the question because he belongs to being 
from which he is separated. He knows that he belongs to it and is 
now separate from it. What we come across in this world 
appears to us as real but we soon realise that its reality is only 
transitory, historical. It was and is no more. 

The world is to help human beings realise their destiny. 
Historical objectification is the path of division which man must 
tread. He must face his destiny by which he may rediscover his 
alienation from his self. Our finiteness is the condition of our 
awareness. Our temporality gives us a chance of knowing the 
eternal. Our limitation gives us the scope and the opportunity to 
glimpse the Unlimited. The world is, verily, a passage from 
existence to reality. The world of becoming is not authentic 
being, but aspires to be that. 'All things pray except the 
Supreme', says Proclus. 

The world is a different kind of existence, a degraded form 
when compared to the Supreme Being. Whatever is known is a 
reflection of the Self in limiting adjuncts. The objective universe 
is not the subject but is yet derived from it. 'As a spider moves 
along the thread (it produces), and as from a fire tiny sparks fly 
in all directions, so from this Self emanate all organs, all worlds, 
all gods, and all beings. Its secret name (upanisad) is "the truth 
of truth" (satyasya satyam). The vital force is truth and it is the 
truth of that (prana vai satyam , tesam esa satyam ).* 1 The world is 
actual, existent, but its truth is in the Self. In the Self alone all 
the world takes its rise, persists and perishes. 'Although one, 
thou hast penetrated diverse things/ 2 'The one Lord is hidden 
in all beings, all-pervading and the Self of all/ 8 

There is not any radical separation between the Supreme 

1 B.U. II. 1.20. Cf. ‘[God] givcth to all life and breath, and everything, and 
he made of one blood every nation of men . . . that they should seek God . . . 
and find him, though he is not far from each one of us; for in him we live, move, 
and have our being; as certain even of your own poets have said, for we are also 
his offspring/ Acts xvii. 25-8. 

a Taittirlya Aranyaka. III. 14. 3. 3 VI. 2. 
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Spirit and the actual world. On the contrary the values of spirit 
are surprisingly exemplified in the world of existent fact. A 
realm of subsistent being altogether unrelated to the realm of 
actual existents is meaningless. Even those who look upon 
values as belonging to a realm of being which is different from 
that of actual existents assert that values are realised in actual 
entities. We speak of beautiful pictures, scenes and persons. 
Existent objects exemplify subsistent values. Though the world 
has not absolute reality, it is not to be compared with illusory 
appearances. The Advaita Vedanta emphasises the unity of 
being, the oneness of the subject. But the object is discrete but 
not illusory. It is not a bare multiplicity which would be 
unthinkable. Embodiedness has positive value for the evolution 
of the soul and every form of life should be respected. 1 The 
cosmic process is not a meaningless one but aims at the 
realisation of an ideal. It has selves which are both subjects and 
objects. Our objective knowledge, though it apprehends an 
already degraded being, still reveals something of the reality 
despite its divorce from intimate, inward existence. It is a 
manifestation or objectification of Spirit, though it may be 
difficult to account for this fact. 

Why should real being suffer the accident of objectification? 
We may as well ask, why should the world be what it is? 
Though the world is a manifestation of Spirit, there is no 
spiritual freedom in it. The final triumph of Spirit would mean 
the annihilation of the non-authentic objective world, the 
creation of reality over symbol, the realisation of authentic 
being. We must realise Spirit, existentially rather than 
objectively. That is the purpose of human life. Man has Spirit 
but he must become Spirit, an incarnate Spirit. 

Creation 

The Sanskrit word srsti means literally emanation, letting 
loose. The world is dependent on Brahman but this dependence 
does not take away from the integrity and independence of 

1 A popular verse says that you have acquired this body as the result of 
great goodness. Cross this ocean of temporal becoming before the body breaks. 
mahatd putiya-payyena krlto'yam kayanaus tathd 
pdf am duhkhodadhair gantum tarai ydvan na bhidyate. 

Cp. also jantundm nara-janma durlabham. 
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Brahman. The onesided dependence of the world on Brahman is 
sometimes illustrated by the analogy of the rope which gives 
rise to the appearance of the snake. Though the latter depends 
on the rope, the rope does not depend on the appearance of the 
snake. Since the appearance is not factual, it is sometimes 
imagined that the world is not factual. But 5. himself explains 
that the illustrations have only a limited application and are not 
to be extended to all points. 1 When one thing is compared with 
another it docs not follow that they are similar in all respects. 
They arc similar only in some intended point. Creation of the 
world out of nothing describes the absolute independence of 
God as Creator, the absolute dependence of creation and the 
distance between them. 

Even in the instances which £. gives, silver which turns out 
to be mother-of-pearl or a human being who turns out to be a 
post, there is an object which is misinterpreted. The world is a 
manifestation, real and unreal, real as Brahman and unreal 
when viewed apart from Brahman . 

Isvara is Brahman with creative power. He is Brahman with 
the principle of self-manifestation. How is the Eternal Logos 
related to the contents of the world-process? The classical 
answer is that the essences or potentialities of the world are 
eternal in the Divine Mind. Not all of them are manifested in 
the world. God is absolutely free in respect of creation, with his 
maya-Sakti or power of determination without any impairment 
of his being. Isvara is not a mere symbol adopted for updsana or 
worship. He has two sides, transcendent when he is one with 
Brahman , immanent when he produces the world. As trans¬ 
cendent, Isvara is conceived as devoid of mdyd, as immanent he 
is the determiner of mdyd. He has a double form. As trans¬ 
cendent he is free from mdyd , other than the world put forth by 
him, one with Brahman, tngundtita. He is also the living 
creative God. 

The existence of the world is altogether contingent. It does 
not flow necessarily from the existence of God. While God can 
create a world if he wills to do so, he is entirely free with regard 
to the exercise of his will. There is thus a double contingency 
with regard to the world. God need not have made a world 

1 sarva-sarfipye hi drsfanta-darstantika-bhavoccheda eva sydt. £.B. ITT. 2. 20. 
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at all. He need not have made this particular world which he 
has made. 

Why we have this world and not another is something 
for which we cannot offer an explanation. F. H. Bradley 
observes: That experience should take place in finite centres and 
should wear the form of finite this-ness is in the end inexplicable/ 
We have to accept it as the given datum and cannot derive it 
from the definition of God. The creative thought: 'let me be 
many' belongs to Brahman . It is not simply imagined in him. 
The energy that manifests itself in Brahman is one with and 
different from Brahman / The doctrine of creation out of 
nothing insists that God is not limited by a pre-existent matter 
or by any conditions external to himself. God's will is the 
meaning of the world and it is sovereign over both nature and 
history. The Upanisads do not countenance any dualism. They 
hold that the power which rules the cosmic energies is the 
determiner of human destiny. 

Isvara, as stated in the previous section, is associated with the 
principle of objectivity. He is described as the poet, the creator 
of order out of chaos. The world should become an ordered 
beauty. Commenting on I. I. 4, £. says that avyakta is not to be 
confused with pradhdna or prakrti. It is just the unmanifested 
na vyakta . It is just the subtle cause, the primal state of the 
existence of the universe. It is dependent on God and is not an 
absolute reality. If we do not accept such a subtle power 
abiding in God, God cannot be a creator. He cannot move 
towards creation. This avyakta is avidya or mdya depending 
on God. The individuals lie in it without any self-awakening. 
The potency of this power is destroyed by knowledge in 
the case of the emancipated beings. They are therefore not 
born again. 2 

Bhdmati says that there are different avidyas associated with 
different selves. When any individual gains wisdom the avidya 
associated with him is destroyed. The other avidyas associated 
with other individuals remain the same and produce the world. 
The term avyakta relates to avidya in a generic sense. While 

1 bhedabhedatmika saktir brahma-nitfha sanatanl. 

8 muktanam ca punar an-utpattifr , kutafy vidyayd tasyd blja-takter dahat. 
I- 4* 3- 
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it rests in the individual, it is yet dependent on God who 
is its agent and object. The support of avidyci is Brahman . 
Though the real nature of the selves is Brahman , so long 
as they are surrounded by avidyd , they do not realise their 
true nature. 

Hiranya-garbha is seeking complete expression in the world. 
While the world is dependent on Brahman and not vice versa, 
while it is the expression of the creative energy of God, it is the 
manifestation of Hiranya-garbha. The Purusa-sukta of the 
Rg Veda makes out that in the original act of creation, God 
has torn himself apart. The act of creation is an act of sacrifice. 
There is a tearing apart, an aberration and the end of the 
cosmic process is a return to the Spirit. There is nothing but 
God and by his will the universe is made ceaselessly. Being 
good and the giver of all, God gives out himself through 
countless forms that they may all share his life of infinite bliss. 
Being perfect he needs nothing for himself but desires recipients 
of his love. The world is not a completed act, it is still in the 
process of completion. The world-spirit exists in the human 
spirit and can attain to a consciousness of itself. 

Spirit and matter are aspects of the Uncreated Light from 
which all creation flows. In creation it is as if the Primordial 
Light while remaining pure and undivided in itself enters as 
light into its own divine darkness, as selfhood enters non-self. 
All forms of evolving life are born and grow of the marriage of 
the Prime mover and the primal darkness. Nothingness is the 
veil of Being according to Heidegger. Being conceals itself 
behind nothingness. Nothingness is most intimately united 
with Being. It proceeds out of Being and yet conceals it. 

The world is an appearance of Brahman , a partial mani¬ 
festation of I&vara and an organic manifestation of Hiranya 
garbha . These are the conceptions to which we are led by an 
examination of the given experience. If we are unable to 
reconcile these different views it does not mean that there is an 
inner contradiction in the nature of the Supreme but that there 
is a limit to our powers of comprehension. The emancipated 
souls understand the fourfold status of reality, the Absolute 
Brahman , God livara, world-soul Hiranya-garbha , and the 
world virdt-svarupa. 
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CHAPTER 6 

The Individual Self 

Duality in human nature 

The question of the nature of the self is raised only by human 
beings. Animals cannot ask this question and redeemed spirits 
know the self and do not pose the question. The naturalistic 
world view reduces man to an object utterly insignificant in the 
vast magnitudes of space-time. Man is not exhausted by body 
and mind. In the complex of personality there is something which 
uses both and yet is neither. The waxing years and the waning 
strength are quite powerless to dim the brightness of spirit. Any 
change which may spell decay for the body or even for mind may 
yet be irrelevant for the spirit which is essentially man himself. 

The Empirical Self 

Buddha and 5 . adopt a view of the self which reminds us of 
Hume's account. When we look within, we come across an 
endless procession of thoughts, imaginings, emotions, desires, 
but not a permanent self. The Upanisads look upon the 
individual as a composite of physical and mental traits, 
ndma-rupa. They both change, the body somewhat more 
slowly than the mind. We are not aware of the changing for it is 
continuous and what is constant, relatively speaking, is the 
name. The permanence of the name produces the illusion of 
unity. Strictly speaking, man is nothing more than a sequence of 
physical and mental processes, a chain of events, a series of 
thoughts, perceptions, emotions and other responses to im¬ 
pressions received from outside. The self is a mental 
construction. Many of our acts, psychologists say, are automatic, 
mechanical. Men are, for the most part, machines and many 
men do not realise that it is possible for them to overcome their 
automatism. Most of the time we struggle through life com¬ 
pletely unaware of what we are doing, responding to external 
stimuli in an automatic way. We are at the mercy of all chance 
happenings. If this were all, human mind would be like the 
animal. But we know that there is a fundamental difference 
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between the two. For example, animal sounds register 
immediate impulses; human speech gives us more than im¬ 
mediacy. It communicates ideas which transcend immediacy. 

Consciousness cannot be defined. It is awareness of thinking, 
imagining, sensing. There are four states of consciousness 
according to the Mdndukya U., waking, dream and sleep, and 
the transcendental consciousness called turiya. We generally 
pass our time awake, dreaming or sleeping but we are not self- 
aware. We are aware of tables and chairs or in dreams of horses 
and chariots or we are in sound sleep. In this state, there is con¬ 
sciousness without thought, without any dream or perception. 
We are rarely aware of our selves standing apart from all that 
surrounds us, physically or mentally. But the vivid moments of 
life are those in which man is aware of himself. 

The Sdmkhya system argues that all except the pure self, 
purusa, is objective, non-self, prakrti . All the divisions of 
organic and inorganic, mental and non-mental, the intelligent 
and the non-intelligent are divisions within the object side. 
This is not materialism for matter itself is invested with a new 
quality. The human individual belongs to the object side, an 
element in the perpetual procession we call the universe. There 
is always and everywhere creative movement and the universe 
is no exception to it. The difference between material things and 
living organisms is one of the degree of individuality. Every 
individual is a composite, a unity in multiplicity. The more 
individual we are, the deeper is the unity and the larger the 
complexity. Animals are unities of complex mental elements. 1 
The rise of reflective thought at the human level raises new 
problems. 2 There is a greater unity of behaviour. The possibility 

1 Cp. Walt Whitman, who describes the life of animals thus: ‘they are so 
placid and self-contained, they do not sweat and whine about their condition, 
they do not lie awake in the dark and weep for their sins, they do not make me 
sick discussing their duty to God, not one is dissatisfied, not one is demented 
with the mania of owning things, not one kneels to another, nor to his kind that 
lived thousands of years ago, not one is respectable or unhappy over the whole 
earth'. 

* Cp. St Bernard: 'God who, in his simple substance, is all everywhere 
equally, nevertheless, in efficacy is in rational creatures in another way than in 
irrational, and in good rational creatures in another way than in the bad. He is 
in irrational creatures in such a way as not to be comprehended by them; by all 
rational creatures, however. He can be comprehended by knowledge; but only 
by the good is He also comprehended by “love”.' 
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of self-knowledge arises. Human beings are self-conscious and 
self-directing. They are capable of controlling their conduct by 
general principles and judgments of value. Their spontaneity 
becomes transformed into creative freedom. 

We philosophise because we are finite and we know that we 
are finite. We are aware that we are a mixture of being and not- 
being. The body is that which dissolves itself. 1 It is that which 
burns itself out. 2 The human self as a centre in the objective 
series can be analysed into its components, can be regarded as a 
sum of states or experiences. It knows that it is finite and 
incomplete, limited by an environment, natural and social. We 
cannot account for this knowledge of ourselves as finite and 
imperfect except on the assumption of the infinite and the 
perfect in us of which we are dimly aware. In his non-being man 
cannot help but aspire to being. So he cries out for the light 
from which he has hidden himself. He is not content with the 
sandy wastes of the human spirit deprived of God. For Sartre, 
life is absurdity, nothingness and each one has to make of it 
something meaningful. The sign of hope is that we realise our 
non-being. It is the eternity in us which makes us aware of 
time. In our nature the temporal and the eternal meet. We must 
cease to be mechanical and become conscious. It is then the real 
T appears. When we wake up we realise our nothingness, our 
mechanisation, our utter helplessness. Our viev/s and opinions, 
our tastes and thoughts are not our own. They are borrowed 
from elsewhere. In some small measure man has governance 
over himself. Our choices may be conditioned by circumstances 
over which we have no control. This conditioning may be a 
limitation on our freedom; yet in some sense we are capable of 
acting freely. 

Jtva and Atman 

The human individual has reason, self-consciousness, freedom. 
Unlike the rest of nature, he can say T. His self stands against 
the ego which is a part of nature. He anticipates the death of 
the ego and runs ahead of himself. The T transcends the ‘me’ 
which is subject to moods. 

The unseizability of the self has been a commonplace of 

1 slvyate iti sarlram. 2 dahyate iti dehah. 
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philosophic thought. Hume in one way and Heidegger in another 
maintain that the self remains inaccessible to thought. As a 
centre of action, the self is an activity and an activity cannot be 
seized. 

When philosophers speak of self-knowledge they do not refer 
to psychological introspection. The Self is pure spirit. The task 
of human individuals who are weak, finite beings though 
endowed with a spark of divinity is to work and suffer in an 
effort to reach a state of perfection. Each individual is a spark 
from a great flame, a ray of the one Light, differentiated within 
the body of the Cosmic Spirit. The spark is an encloser of divine 
potentialities which become manifest through life in the 
empirical world. At the present stage of its unfoldment it uses 
on the physical plane a form w r hich includes the mental, 
emotional and physical bodies. These are collectively called the 
persona or mask, the perishable personality behind which it 
operates, using it as a tool with which to gather experience for 
the purposes of the growth of the soul. The text ‘That thou art' 
means that the Divine is all that we are capable of becoming 
and we must strive on and on till our life becomes an expression 
of the Divine. 

The psychological ego implies the individuation of the 
Universal Spirit by the non-conscious or material principle. 
The threefold conception of man as body, mind and spirit 
implies an important truth, that man is not a mere object, that 
his spiritual nature is not on the same level as his psychic and 
corporeal, that his soul and body can participate in a new 
higher order of spiritual existence. Man can pass from the order 
of nature to that of freedom, from the region of discord and 
hostility to that of love and union. Personality is not merely 
body and mind but Spirit, and Spirit, as we have seen, is . It is 
the primal reality more authentic than anything reflected in the 
objective world. Atman is the foundation of the ego, the kernel 
of the personality. It is the Universal Self active in every ego 
even as it is the universal source of all things. The oneness of the 
Transcendent or Super-temporal subject is not in conflict with 
the plurality of empirical selves. The Self in us expresses itself 
by the power to transcend every objectified form of psychic life. 
It is, as it were, a divine breath, penetrating existence and 
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endorsing it with the highest dignity, with an inner independence 
and unity. It is the image and likeness of God in Man. By the 
impact of the Spirit with the psychophysical organism, there is 
set up the attempt to realise the idea, the divine purpose 
concerning the individual. The Spirit hidden in the depths of 
being is made manifest by a slow conquest achieved in course of 
time. Man’s salvation is dearly bought for he has to gather his 
soul into his hands and let the Universal manifest through it. 
Creative action and self-conquest are derived from the Self in 
us. Each individual attempts to become a real whole, not a sum 
of parts, an end in itself, not a means to an end. Though it has a 
material content and foundation, the Self has an autonomous 
validity which prevents its being converted into a means. 

Selfhood involves the possibility of moral failure. The 
individual is unique and unpredictable. His function lies in his 
participation in this continually creative act. Freedom vouch¬ 
safed to us is like all gifts, a double-edged sword, but that is no 
reason for ceasing to use it. Life’s course is tragic, a progress in 
which joy is inseparable from suffering. Yet it is enjoined on us 
to live it. Suffering is the result of alienation from reality and 
when we get back to it suffering disappears. 

As Spirit is opposed to the world of things or of objects or of 
phenomena, the human individual attempts at becoming a 
historical reality, one and unique, achieving a unity of 
originality and value, despite its multiplicity of functions. A 
unique and indivisible destiny is its essential constituent. The 
power of free choice is its essential feature. As it is not an 
objective datum, it fashions and creates itself. Personality is the 
union of our acts and potentialities, a complex unity of body, 
mind and spirit. It is the symbol of human integrity, of a 
constant and unique form created in the midst of incessant 
flux. It would dissolve itself into nothing as soon as it discarded 
its limitations and supports, though it would reduce itself to an 
object if it passively submitted to these limitations. We cannot 
say that the non-successive is real and the successive is unreal. 
The whole attempt of creation is to lift up the phenomenon to 
the level of the subject, to divinise the empirical ego. The self 
is spirit and body; it includes the super-temporal subject and 
the temporal experiences. For us in the objective world, the 
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super-temporal has no existence apart from the temporal, though 
the latter cannot be conceived apart from the former. Time is in 
us as pure subjects and we are in time as empirical egos. Both are 
true though neither is true by itself. From the naturalist point of 
view, man is only a minute part of nature; from the sociological 
viewpoint he is a small unit of society; from the spiritual point 
of view, he is real and free. In man is an intersection of several 
worlds, none of which completely contains his true self. It exists 
on several planes and is permanently in a process of creative 
change. It has need of time to realise its potentialities to the 
full. It always endeavours to resolve contradictions. It will not 
do if the spirit establishes unity and control within the nature of 
the ego. It must conquer the world and transform it instead of 
denying and abandoning it to its fate. It aims above all at the 
Kingdom of God. Salvation comes only through realising or 
establishing truth in human relationships, through enabling 
each individual to realise his personality. The empirical 
individuals are not really subsistent subjects but are parts of 
the objective world, abstractions made for practical purposes 
from the concrete reality of history. Their separate existence 
and self-control are limited. They are all parts of the objectified 
universe. God is, however, an existent among existents in no 
way to be identified with the whole creation though closely 
concerned with it. His knowledge of the world is perfect and 
his love for it profound and he works through creation to effect 
its consummation. 

It is incorrect to imagine that the objective process has in it 
two opposite natures, spiritual and material, of which one must 
be discarded and the other accepted. These worlds are not 
separate and hostile. Reality is one with many planes. The 
material looks upward to the spiritual and finds in it its true 
meaning. Similarly the spiritual leans to the physical in order to 
find itself. Every aspect of existence has in it these two in 
different measures. Eternal Brahman is a living God in relation 
to the temporal world. If existence is a degradation, it is one in 
which the whole from God to matter shares. The physical 
world seems to be the first statement of the conditions from 
which there is a progressive evolution of spirit. One principle 
acts throughout the cosmic process though it assumes special 
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forms in special regions. It is different in living things and in 
non-living. In non-living things also we have the distinction of 
form and matter. Matter is pure potentiality and such a pure 
potentiality without an actual character or behaviour is just 
non-existence. So pure matter is never found in itself. It is the 
lower limit of the range of being. As a concrete existent, it is 
both being and non-being. Until the purpose of the Spirit in this 
manifestation is perfectly fulfilled, there is no departure from 
it. The complete self-finding of Spirit in the cosmic life is the 
terminus. The Kingdom of God is the fulfilled transfigured life 
of this world. 

Jainism holds that man's nature is dual. It has both material 
and spiritual content. So man, as he is, is not perfect but he can 
attain perfection. The soul's true nature is perfection. When it is 
unencumbered by error, it consists of infinite perception, 
knowledge and bliss. By this spiritual nature man can control 
his material nature and when he succeeds in doing it he becomes 
a jin a or conqueror, a liberated soul. These souls are of two 
kinds, those who have attained nirvana and those who are still 
embodied. The latter are called arhats. They are the jivan - 
muktas. 

Great religions retain the notion of a state of original 
innocence in which human beings or at least a couple of them 
according to the Jews, Christians and Muslims lived in direct 
communion with God. Supporters of extreme doctrines of 
transcendence like Karl Barth believe that the distance from 
the state of innocence is so great that the divine spark in us may 
be supposed to be completely extinguished and can only be 
relit by an act of vicarious grace. A world wholly given over to 
the Devil is the result of pure transcendence. If absolute 
immanence is accepted, there is no work for man to do. Both 
these views are unsatisfactory. In human beings as in the 
world there is both being and non-being. God is both immanent 
and transcendent. The self comes from God and goes back to 
him. There are stages in the soul's journey to God. 

Philo, Theophilus of Antioch, Clement of Alexandria and 
Origen hold in the spirit of the Upanisads and of Plato that God 
created man in his own image. Man's real being, his spiritual 
being partakes of the nature of God. But man is also involved in 
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the life of the senses which is alien to his nature. 1 When he tries 
to mould himself in the pattern of the animal life, he forgets his 
true nature. A fall is the descent of spirit into matter. It is the 
condition of earthly existence. The purpose of this existence is to 
ascend to the light of creative consciousness. To go down into 
non-entity and to rise again later is the law of growth for every 
seed of spirit. Spiritual life consists in the process of returning 
to one's true nature. He must realise what he is, must recover 
his real nature by destroying the hold of the animal nature. 
Commenting on Genesis, Origen says: The man who was made 
in God's image is the inner man, the incorporeal, incorruptible, 
immortal one.' 2 Man loses his likeness to God when he sins. 


chapter 7 

The Way to Perfection 

A. THE WAY OF KARMA OR LIFE 
The Purpose of Human Life 

Everything that lives aims at its own specific perfection. The 
blade of grass, the flowering tree, the flying bird, the running 
deer, each one strives to reach the perfection of its nature. 
While the sub-human species work according to a pre¬ 
determined pattern, man, on account of the possession of 

1 Iamblichus writes: ‘The soul has a twofold life, a lower and a higher. In 
sleep that soul is freed from the constraint of the body and enters, as one 
emancipated, on its divine life of intelligence. Then, as the noble faculty which 
beholds objects as they are—the objects in the world of intelligence—stirs 
within, and awakens in its power, who can be surprised that the mind, which 
contains in itself the principles of all that happens, should, in this its state of 
liberation, discern the future in those antecedent principles which will make 
that future what it is to be. The nobler part of the soul is thus limited by 
abstraction to higher natures, and becomes a participant in the wisdom and 
foreknowledge of the gods/ 

8 Jean Daniclou: Origen (1955), p. 295. Cp. Claudefield: 

In each human heart is a Christ concealed, 

To be helped or hindered, to be hurt or healed. 

If from any human soul you lift the veil, 

You will find a Christ there without fail. 
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creative will, has to achieve his fulfilment by his effort and will. 
Descartes reduced the human self to the status of an object for 
purposes of scientific understanding. The self was, for him, a 
counterpart of the body. Spinoza felt that if bodily states were 
strictly determined, mental states were also subject to a strict 
determinism. Mind and body became objects of scientific 
treatment only on the condition of a universal determinism. 
Freud and Marx adopt a similar objective view of the human 
self, that it is determined ultimately by unconscious impulses 
or relations of economic production. 

Man is not completely a victim of circumstances. He can say 
'no' to life whereas the animal always says ‘yes* even when he is 
in the throes of terror and revulsion. Man can deliberately reject 
satisfaction at one level for the sake of satisfaction at another, 
higher level. He can impose discipline on his nature and check 
the drive of desire. He can create a new nature in which the 
different elements of his being are harmonised. 

Each individual is not one but many, an assemblage of 
different factors. 1 He must reach unity through inner develop¬ 
ment. External events impinge on us, emotions are suddenly 
aroused and become dominant and soon they give way to others 
which in turn try to govern us. There is a strain in human life 
which impels us to introduce peace and order into the swarm of 
impulses, emotions and notions, incongruous and often con¬ 
tradictory. This is a life-time job, perhaps a job for many lives. 
There is in man the ache for unity, the anguish for beatitude. 

Man’s quest for perfection consists in organising the things of 
body, mind and soul into a whole. The activities of the human 
spirit are interrelated, the artistic and the ethical, the religious 

1 Catullus says : 

I hate and I love. You ask how can that be? 

I know not but I feel the agony. 

Plutarch says: 'Each one of us is made up of ten thousand different and 
successive states, a scrap heap of units, a mob of individuals.' Concerning the 
Delphi, edited by A. O. Prickard (1918). 

Oh, wearisome condition of humanity! 

Born under one law, to another bound; 

Vainly begot, and yet forbidden vanity; 

Created sick, commanded to be sound; 

What mcaneth Nature by these diverse laws? 

Passion and Reason, self-division's cause. 


Fulke Greville. 
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and the rational. Man is a miniature of the universe in which he 
lives. Man, as he is, is a transitional being, an unfinished experi¬ 
ment. When he is awakened, he is at peace with himself, he 
thinks and acts in a new way. For this awakening, man has to 
take another step in his evolution. The Kingdom of Heaven is 
the highest state attainable by man. So long as our nature is not 
integrated, our actions are confused and contradictory. In an 
integrated man, thought, speech and action are of one piece. 1 
The M.B. says that there is no thief so dangerous 2 as the 
hypocrite who says one thing and does another, for his is the 
sin of the deepest dve. When Jesus attacks the Pharisee, he is 
attacking the man of pretences who keeps up appearances, who 
pretends to be good when he is not. The Lord is merciful to the 
sins of the flesh but wrathful against those of the spirit. We 
must recognise that evil is in us though such a recognition may 
wound and shame our pride and presumption. There is only 
one thing of which we have to be ashamed, i.e. unwillingness 
to recognise the truth. The lie is the great evil of which the 
Pharisees are guilty. 

Different Ways to Fulfilment 

There is an old saying that there are as many ways to God as 
there are souls on earth. Each person is unique and his way to 
fulfilment is also unique. It is also true that there is so much 
in common among human beings that we can distinguish 
certain broad ways to man's realisation, the karma-mdrga, the 
way of work, bhakti-marga, the way of devotion, the dhydna- 
marga, the way of meditation. All these lead to jhdna, wisdom 
or enlightenment. All yoga is one and includes the different 
aspects of work, devotion and knowledge. 

1 manasy ckam vacasy ckam karmany ckam mahatmanani 
manasy anyad vacasy anyad karmany anyad durdtmandm. 

2 yo anyathd santam dtmdnam anyathd pratipadyate 
him Una na krtam papam caurenatmapaharina. 

Cp. Plato’s description of the just man in his Republic IV. 

There is a revealing story in Sa-di: 

'A righteous man saw in a dream a King in Paradise and a devotee in Hell 
He enquired: “What is the reason for the exaltation of the former and the 
degradation of the latter? For I used to think it would be the other way round.” 

A voice came saying: “The King is in Paradise because of his kindness to the 
poor; and the devotee is in Hell because of his attachment to kings”.’ Gulistan 

n. I5 . 
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Dharma in a r wide sense is used to connote all the means for 
the achievement of the different ends of life. Samantabhadra 
says that dharma is that which leads people out of the woes of 
the world and fixes them in the highest bliss. 1 


The Primacy of Ethics 

Man is the bridge between nature and spirit. His destiny 
drives him on to the spirit. Through agonies and ecstasies he 
has to reach his fulfilment. The programme of duties laid down 
in dharma sdstras is intended to help man to reach his goal. The 
spiritual goal and the ethical means are bound up with each 
other and not externally related. The moral law within us is 
evidence of our citizenship in the world of spirit. Moral discipline 
makes for spiritual insight. Their relationship is not adventitious. 
To reach the goal is to perfect the means to it. 2 We cannot 
bypass the ethical. Almost all the religious classics of India 
insist on ethical conduct as an indispensable means for spiritual 
life. Ethics is the basis of spiritual life and its substance. Asoka's 
dharma, for example, emphasises sila or conduct, not creed or 
doctrine, worship or ceremony. In his Rock Edict 7, A£oka says 
that 'all sects wish [to acquire] self-control and purity of mind'. 3 
He calls those without these qualities mean indeed, ntedh. 

Rock Edict 11 says there is no such gift as dharma-ddna. 
Dharma is defined as proper behaviour towards slaves and 
servants, respect for father and mother, gifts to friends and 
relatives, to Brdhmanas and ascetics, non-killing of creatures. 

£. says that one should undertake enquiry into Brahman only 

1 samsara-duhkhatah sattvan yo dharati uttame sukhe. 

Cf. Nyaya Sutra I. I. 2. 'Of misery, birth, activity, defect and illusory 
knowledge, by the destruction of each subsequent one there is the destruction 
of each earlier one and consequently final release.’ 

duhkha-janma-pravrtti-dosa-mithyd-jndndndm uttarottardpaye tad-anantard• 
pay ad apavargah. 

In Gheranda Samhita it is said: 

ndsti may a samam pdsam ndsti yogdt param balam 
ndsti jiidndt paro bandhur ndhath —karat paro ripith. 

There is no bond equal to that of mdyd, there is no strength higher than that 
of yoga, there is no friend higher than knowledge, no enemy greater than 
sel f-conceit. 

2 Cp. II. 55. sarvatraiva hi adhydtma-sdstre . . . ydni yatna-sddhyam 

sddhandni laksandni ca bhavanti tdui. See also $.B.G. XIV. 25. 

3 In Sanskrit it reads sarve te samyamum ca bhdva-suddhim ca icchanti. 
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after he acquires self-control, detachment, etc., what he calls 
vivcka , vairdgya , sat-sampatti and mumuksutva . 1 Moral life is an 
essential condition for the pursuit of wisdom. Ethical conduct is 
different from ceremonial piety. The latter is of no use to those 
who are morally impure. 2 Speaking the truth is much better 
than performing many sacrifices. 3 There is a popular verse which 
says that people want the fruits of dharma and not dharma 
itself. 4 There is a general insistence on truth in inward nature 
and not merely conformity in outward conduct. 


Freedom of Will 

The integration of the individual has to be achieved by a 
conscious effort. If God had desired to create a world of 
automata there would have been no evil, no failure, God could 
have eliminated evil if he had so wished by denying us freedom 
of choice. Evil is there because we sometimes abuse free will. 
If the world is a machine, then the human individual has no 
meaning. Man in so far as he is made in the image of God is a 
creator. He is not free until he is capable of creative activity. 
While animals are creatures men are creature-creators. There is 
no animal delinquency. Evil is not passivity but activity. 
Without creative freedom man cannot produce either a paradise 
or a desolation on earth. God permits evil because he does not 
interfere with human choice. 

Man is subjected to different sets of laws. He cannot disobey 
the law of gravitation. If he is unsupported in mid-air he must 
fall to the ground like a stone. As a living organism he is subject 
to various biological laws which he cannot violate. These laws 

1 tasmnt yathokta-sddhana-sampatv-anantaram brahnm-jijndsd kartavyd. 

S.B. I. 1. 8. 

2 acara-hlnam na punanti veddh. Vasistha Dhavma-sutra VI. 3. 

8 a&vamedha-sahasvdt tu satyam ekam visisyate. M.B. 

4 puyyasya phalatn icchanti punyam necchanti manavafr. 

Cp. yo lubdhah pihtnah kruro ddmbhiko visaydtmikah 
sarva-tlrthesvapi snatah pdpo tnalina eva sal}. 

He who is covetous, hypercritical, cruel, ostentatious and attached to the 
senses though he bathed in all places of pilgrimage, is still sinful and impure. 
nigrhltendriya-gramo yatraiva ca vasen narah 
ialra tasya kuru-ksetram naimisaw puskardni ca. 

One who controls his senses wherever he stays, that place is for him, 
Kuruk§etra, Naimisarapya or Pu^kara. 



The Brahma Sutra 


156 

he shares with the animals but there is a law which he does not 
share with animals, a law which he can disobey if he so chooses. 
It is the law of dharma or right and wrong. Religion is essentially 
a passion for righteousness. 

The Complaint of World-negation 

It is said that for the Hindu all true existence is non-material, 
unchangeable and eternal and therefore the material, change¬ 
able, temporal existence is false. So it is said that the good of 
man consists not in transforming the world which is a vale of 
woe but in transcending it. It is not his aim to change the world 
but turn away from it. If the Hindu adopts an exalted morality, 
it is not founded on Hindu metaphysics but is inconsistent 
with it. 1 

The world is not a deceptive facade of something underlying 
it. It is real though imperfect. Since the Supreme is the basis of 
the world the world cannot be unreal. 2 Mdyd has a standing in 
the world of reality. 5 . says that after filling our sight with 
wisdom let us see the world as Brahman. Such a vision is 
fruitful, not the vision which looks solely at the tip of the nose. 3 

The world of multiplicity is acknowledged even by those who 
attempt to explain it away. Heidegger, for example, emphasises 
the finiteness and contingency of man's condition. Human life 
is a brief span of existence between original nothingness and 
death. It is constantly passing away and tends to return to 
non-being. The threat of nothingness is the source of that 
fundamental anguish which the existentialists emphasise. Some 
existentialists like Jaspers and Marcel, following the lead of 
Kierkegaard, find the counterpoise to the world of nothingness 
in the reality of God. In Hindu thought, mdyd is not so much 

1 Albert Schweitzer says: ‘World- and life-negation if consistently thought 
out and developed does not produce ethics but reduces ethics to impotence/ 
The Philosophy of Civilisation, E.T. (1950), p. 288. 

Cp. John McKenzie: ‘The duties of social life cannot be deduced from the 
ultimate goal of attainment as the orthodox understand it, nor can they be 
shown to stand in any vital relation to it/ Hindu Ethics (1922), pp. 206-7. 

* Cp. M.B. 

brahma satyam, jagat satyam, satyam caiva praja-patih. 
satydd bhutdni jatani satyam bhuta-mayam jagat . 

3 drsfirn jrlana-mayIm krtvd pasyed brahma-mayam jagat. 
sd drstih paramodard na nasdgravalokinl. 
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a veil as the dress of God. The destiny of the world is to be 
transformed into the perfect state of the Kingdom of God. The 
concept of brahma-loka , the Kingdom of God, is known to the 
Vedic seers, the Hebrew prophets and Zarathustra. If we are to 
share the new existence, we must achieve perfection. We must 
renounce self-interest and dedicate ourselves to the doing of 
good. We must work for better conditions for the material and 
spiritual development of human beings, for civilisation is 
material and spiritual progress for both the individual and 
society. The aim is loka-samgraha, in the words of the B.G. 

Man is a social animal. He loves those with whom he lives in 
close association. Latterly the small social groups have been 
broken up by the forces of industrialism but new opportunities 
for larger groups are now available. The whole of society 
requires to be reconstructed on the principle of social solidarity. 
Society is approaching what seems to be the final stage of 
economic evolution. We have passed beyond the hunting and 
the fishing stages, the pastoral, the agricultural and the 
industrial stages with their different phases. 

Unfortunately, the contemporary world situation where two 
rival power systems are facing each other is leading to the 
emergence of a narrowly secular, materialistic, extraverted 
mass-state. Sensitive people deplore the disintegration, the 
superficial materialism, the lack of creative vision and the 
uncontrolled technocracy which are the alarming symptoms of a 
disease eating at the heart of our modern way of life. Our best 
attempts are incapable of remedying the disease of which we 
are all obscurely aware. The crisis which faces us is a spiritual 
one and what we need is a recovery of spiritual awareness, a new 
and transforming contact with the inner sources of spiritual 
inspiration which once animated the soul of our civilisation and 
produced and maintained its indefeasible unity of consciousness, 
in other words a healing of the divorce between the outward 
resources of power which are assuming frightening proportions 
and the inward resources of the spirit which are decaying or 
dead. Materialism is the height of unintelligence. The B.G., 
when it calls upon us to work for a world community, calls us 
back to the Indwelling Spirit which is in us as in others. Such a 
faith will help us to bring love where there is hatred, hope where 
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there is despair, light where there is darkness, joy where there is 
sorrow. We must give if we wish to receive. We shall be able to 
serve if we are ourselves saved, integrated. 

The world is the place where the human individual has to 
attain his integration, his fulfilment. We are called upon to 
participate in the life of the world. It is through time that time 
is conquered. 

The transitoriness of earthly possessions is used to emphasise 
the imperative necessity of the practice of dharma. There is a 
well-known verse which reads: 'Our bodies are not permanent, 
our prosperity is fleeting; death is always near to us. Therefore 
one should take to dharma Z 1 The goal is a reorientation of 
human personality, where the self assumes control over 
cravings and desires. These latter are not to be destroyed but 
transformed. The kind of life one leads has an importance both 
for oneself and the world. This world is our home and our lives 
are dedicated to action. We are not strangers in the world 
required to develop indifference to it. Each individual appears 
to be isolated but we soon realise that there is a living substance 
from which all emerge. 

We are called upon to act in a disinterested way, free from 
egotism. We should not become victims of material interests and 
vulgar appetites. We should not be preoccupied with our own 
salvation. The soul is bound so long as it has a sense of mineness; 
with the absence of the sense of mineness it is liberated . 2 If God is 
to live in us pride must die in us. For the cultivation of detach¬ 
ment, it is not essential to become a samnydsin. It is possible 
to cultivate vairagya or detachment even as householders . 3 

1 anityani sarirani, vibhavo naiva kdsvatah. 
nityam samvihito mrtyuh, kartavyo dharma-samgrahah. 

Cp. Hitopadesa : grhlta iva kesesu mrtyuna dharmam dcaret. 

2 Pah)gala U. IV. 20. 

Two words make for bondage and release: freedom from mineness and 
mineness. 

The sense of mineness binds the creature, freedom from mineness produces 
release. 

dvc fade bandha-moksdbhydrii nirmameti mameti ca. 
mameti badhyate jantufr nirmameti vimucyate. 

3 vane'pi dosdh prabhavanti rdgindm grhesu pancendriya-nigrahas tap a)h, 
akutsite karmani yah pravartate, nivrtta-rdgasya grham tapovanam. 

Cp., however, what Krsna says to Uddhava in the nth skandha of the 
Bhdgavata : ‘A spiritual aspirant should not only give up the company of 
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There is a popular impression that Hindu ethics requires us to 
treat the body with contempt. It is well known that the body is 
regarded as the instrument for righteous living, dharma- 
sddhanam. We are not called upon to fear bodily desires or hate 
the body. If we adopt fasting and other physical discipline, it 
does not mean that the fasts and the physical exercises are ends 
in themselves. The practitioners of Hatha yoga are not the 
exponents of the best type of sanctity. The body must be 
disciplined in order that it may serve the ends of righteousness. 
We must be ready to cast off unnecessary burdens and travel 
light. Bodily discipline helps us to see the face of God and hear 
his voice. It helps us to see the needs of people, and undertake 
fresh acts of service, visit the sick, care for the poor and put an 
end to injustice wherever we see it. 

Ethical Rules 

The different virtues of fortitude, justice, love, compassion, 
self-control are not separate qualities but are the different 
facets of the personality. Inward awareness, satya , and life of 
compassion, ahimsd , are the two principal sides of a spiritual life. 
We must be truthful in our words and deeds. To know the truth 
we are taken out of the world but only temporarily. We are 
again brought back to it. The Divine is expressed in nature as an 
impersonal, non-ethical creative power and as ethical conscious¬ 
ness in human life. 

When we realise that the Divine is expressed in us as in others 
we feel the obligation to help others. Thereby the individual 
spirit becomes enriched. Ahithsd is reverence for all life, active 
devotion to and a sense of union with all that exists. There is no 
infinite being except being in its infinite manifestations. If we 
believe in God, we will adopt the principle of ahimsd . The 
Quran says: The servants of the merciful are those who meekly 
walk upon this earth and if the fools speak to them, they say 
''peace "/ 1 Again Tf you forgive and practise forbearance and 
pardon, verily Allah is also forgiving and merciful / 2 The 

women but even the company of householders and sit in solitude, free from 
danger and meditate on me.' 

strlnani tat-saiigindm saiigaiii tyaktvd durala atmaviiu 
k§emam vivikta dsinas cintayen mam atandritah. 

1 XXV. 64. 


2 LX 1 V. 14. 
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courage with forbearance and wealth with renunciation, these 
four are difficult to attain, but they make for man's progress . 3 


Social Institutions 

Whereas the utterances of the founders of religions have a 
claim on our allegicnce this is not true of the institutions built 
round them. These must be flexible enough to be altered to suit 
progress in human thought. It is said that many pernicious 
customs pass for religious duties under the influence of ignorant 
persons of bad character . 1 2 They are generally adopted out of 
greed , 3 more often out of inertia. 

The main obstacle to social progress in India is conformity. 
We wish to belong and not be isolated or lonely. Unless we 
belong to a social whole we feel that we are powerless, insigni¬ 
ficant. So we adhere to absurd and degrading customs, because 
they relate us to others. Whereas the principal demands of 
truth and love, satya and ahimsd , are absolute, their application 
depends on the concrete situation. Changes of place, time and 
circumstance cause changes in dharma also. There is one law for 
men in time of peace and another in time of distress. There is no 
single law for all time. So dharma is known to depend on 
circumstances. No law has been found which is of help to all. 
Therefore it is changed for one that seems better and it is again 
found harmful demanding change. Therefore we see non-unity 
among customs at all times . 4 

1 dan am priya-vdh-sahitam , jnanam agarvam, ksamdnvitam sauryant, 
vittam tydga-sametam, durlabham ctac calur-bhadram. 

There is a Christian hymn written by Henry Wotton which ends with the 
lines: 

This man is freed from servile bonds 
Of hope to rise, or fear to fall; 

Lord of himself, though not of lands 
And having nothing, yet hath all. 

2 murkha-duhsila-purusa-pravartitah. Medhatithi on Manu. 

3 lobluln mantra-tantrddisu pravartalc. Ibid. 

4 desa-kdla-nimittdnaiii bhedair dharmo vibhidyatc 
any ah dharmah samasthasya visamasthasya ca aparah 
na hy eva aikdntiko dharmah, dharmo hi dvasthikah smrtah 
na hi sarva-hitah kascid dear ah sampravartate 
tasmdd anyah prabhavati, sah aparam bddhate punah 
dcardyidin anaikdgryaiii tasmdt sarvatra laksaye. 

M.I>. Sdntipavva. 


F 
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The Caste System 

The vocation of a person is that which manifests his inner 
nature. It must accord with his temperament. 1 In its origin 
the caste system represented the division of men into classes 
according to their capacity and function, gun a and karma. 2 
Later it became mixed up with heredity. The M.B. says: 
'Austerity, learning, birth, these make the Brahmana ; he who 
lacks austerity and learning is a Brahmana by birth alone/ 3 Some 
of the great leaders of Indian civilisation were of mixed origin. 
Krsna Dvaipayana Yyasa was the son of a Brahmana father 
and a non-Aryan mother. Krsna Vasudeva Varsneya was the 
son of a ksatriya prince. Vasudeva, and a non-Aryan princess, 
DevakI, the sister of Kariisa. The system of caste whatever its 
historical significance has no contemporary value. Today it 
injures the spirit of humanity and violates human dignity. To 
offer a cup of water is a sign of friendship, not of defilement. 
“1 consider to be a Brahmana that Sudra who is ever endowed 
with self-restraint, truthfulness and righteousness. A man 
becomes a Brahmana by his conduct.” 4 If these characteristics 
be found in a Sudra and if they be not found in a Brahmana , 
then such a Sudra is not a Sudra and such a Brahmana is 
not a Brahmana / 5 

There is a story that when b., in spite of his non-dualism, asked 
an outcaste to clear the way for him, the outcaste who was God 

1 varanlyah svahhava-guna-karmanusatena 
vanlum yogyuk rai ndh Xirithia. 

2 ckavarnam id a m purvani visa am dsid yadhisthira 
karma-kriyd-bhedena cdtur-varnyam pratisthitam. 

According to the Hebrew Scriptures, Adam, the parent of all mankind, has 
nothing to do with nice, nationality or religion. He is just a human being. 

8 tapah srutani ca yon is ccty dad bvdhmana-hdraham 
tapah sruiibhydm yo hlno jati-brahmana tva sah. 

Cp. Mann : One is born as a Sudra, but through the (performance of) rites he 
becomes a twice-born. By the study of the Vedas he becomes a vipra but by the 
knowledge of fUalnnan he becomes a Brahmana . 

jtunrana jdyatc v ltd; ah saniskdvid drija ucyale 
vrddhhydsdt bhavet vipro brahma jdndti brahman ah . 

1 yas tit sfidro dame saiye dharnie ca satatotlhitah 
taiii bidhmanam ahum nianye vrttena hi bhaved dvijah . 

M.B. Aranya paiva jtoh. i>. 
sudre caitad bhavel lak$yam dvije caiian na vidyate 
na vai sudro bhavec chudro brdhmario na ca brdhmanah. 

M.B, Santi paw a 182. 8. 
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himself asked: 'Do you wish my body to leave your body or my 
spirit to leave your spirit?' 1 If democracy is to be seriously 
implemented, then caste and untouchability should go. 

Women and Family Life 

We are not called upon to suppress human desires, reject 
human pleasures, renounce the world and all its ways and thus 
freeze the human spirit. The state of the householder is an 
exalted one. From early times, marriage has been treated as a 
sacrament and its purpose has been the production of offspring, 
especially a son. In the Aitareya Brahman a , we read: 'Of what 
good is dirt, the deer-skin, the unshaven hair, austerities, of 
what [good are they]? O Brdhmana, desire a son. He verily is 
the blameless source of enjoyment/ 2 Manu says: ‘One should 
direct one’s mind to renunciation after discharging the three 
debts. He who, without discharging [them], practises 
renunciation goes below/ 3 

In some periods of our history, women were not treated with 
fairness and dignity. The dominant ideal, however, has been 
one of perfect equality. When Janaka gives Sita to Rama, he 
asks him to treat her as his companion in all duties. 4 

It would be wrong to hold that Madhva denied moksa or final 
release to women, S Ft dr as and fallen Brahman as and non- 
Hindus. He denied to them one particular method of attaining 

1 auna-tuaydd annu-mayam at hard caitanyam era eaitanydt 
tlrija-vati / durl-kartuih vafhhasi hi lit bnVri gar eh a gaecheii. 

2 kifii tu nut law, him ujinam, kimu smasruni, him tapah, puiraiu brCthmaria 
icchadhvam sa vai loko’vadavadah. 

Professor Berniedale Keith gives the following E.T. 

What is the use of dirt, what of the goat-skin. 

What of long hair, what of fervour? 

Seek a son, O Brahmin 
This is the world’s advice. 

XXXII. 1. 70. Harvard Oriental Series. Yol. 25, p. 300. 

Thomas Aquinas in a passage in his Summa Contra Gentiles ( 111 . 13? >) 
writes: 'Certain men of distorted mind have spoken against the good of sexual 
moderation. . . . For the union of man and woman is ordained for the good of 
the species. But this is more divine than the good of the individual. . . . To this 
may be added the Lord's commandment to our first parents: “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the earth 

3 VI. 5. 

4 iyam sit a mama sulci saha-dharma-carl tava 
pratlccha caindm bhadram te panint grhisva panindm . 



The Brahma Sutra 


164 

release. 1 Other ways were prescribed for them which will lead 
to the same goal of final release. This exclusion, whatever 
justification it may have had at the time the commentaries were 
written, has no excuse today. 

In the Vedas we find reference to women seers who are 
brahma-vddinls. They, of course, had a right to brahma - 
knowledge, brahma-vidyddhikdra. 

Brahma-carya, or chastity of body and mind, is insisted on. 
It is said in the Brahma Parana that a woman who is addressed 
as mother in speech should be truly looked upon as mother. 
Pharma is a witness to this as also the wise. 2 

Samnydsa ■—-sometimes renunciation of the world is exalted. 3 
What is meant is the spirit of renunciation. 

Samnydsa is sometimes prescribed as a preparation for 
service. There are some who take to samnydsa when they feel 
lonely, inadequate and incomplete and in their shock of 
loneliness and isolation wish to turn back on the world. That, 
however, is not the proper spirit . We cannot grow as individuals 
apart from one another. 

The order of the samnydsins presents itself to the modern 
world as a scandal. There was a time when it was taken for 
granted. People's lives were directed beyond the quest of 
wealth and pleasure, artha and kdma, and devoted to an invisible 
God. The true samnydsins realise human unity and brotherhood 
in their souls. Even a parivrdjaka who abandons the world 
absolutely has to sustain his life and do the duties that are 

1 vaidika-brahma-vidyudhih a ra . 

Cp. kirdta-hundndhra-pulinda pukkasd abhlva kankd yavandh sakadayah 
ye'nye ca papa yad-updsraydh kudyanti tasmai prabhavisnave namah. 

Bhdgavata II. 4. 18. 

Again: strl-sudra-brahma-bandh&nam trayl na sruti-gocard 
itibhdratam dkhydnam krpayd munind krtam. 

Ibid. I. 4. 24. 

Baladeva, commenting on Jiva-Gosvamin’s sat-sandarbha t refers to Madhva's 
doctrine and says that according to it only Brahmanas were eligible for mok$a t 
bhaktdndm viprdndm eva moksah, laksmyd jlva-kotiivam ity evam mata-visesah. 
This does not seem to be correct. Madhva confined the pursuit of Vedic 
knowledge to the three upper classes. 

2 matar-ity eva sabdena yam ca sambhdsate naralk 
sd mdtru-tiilyd satyena dharma-sdksl satdm api. X. 50. 

8 Brhad-dharma-purdna says: 

muhurtam api samnyasya labhate paramdm gatim 
na samnydsdt paro dharmo variate mukti-karayam. 
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allotted to him. 1 The samnydsins work in the world so long as 
their fellow-men are insensitive and irresponsible and so are 
unfree. In a sense until all men become free no one is absolutely 
free. 

Beyond Ethics 

When one attains the spiritual level, he rises above the 
ethical, not that he repudiates it but he transcends it. 5. says 
‘this is indeed an ornament to us that, when there is the 
realisation of Brahman , there is the destruction of all obligations 
and the accomplishment of everything that is to be accom¬ 
plished’. 2 

When we undergo the ethical discipline, there is a change in 
the inward man which makes us practise good in an effortless, 
spontaneous way. Freedom from obligation is only for those 
who have cast off their self-sense. 'I do nothing of myself. The 
Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.’ 3 ‘If ye be led 
of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.’ 4 Whoever is born of 
God cannot sin. 5 When Jesus tells us that our righteousness 
should be different from that of the Scribes and the Pharisees, 
he points out that our conduct should be not one of mere 
conformity to duty with an effort. 6 We must cease to be men of 
external piety and become men of inner understanding. Then 
we break the inertia of habit. We become different and act 
not from expectation of reward or fear of consequences but 
because the act is good in itself. Jesus says of John the Baptist 
that he is the highest man born of woman but the least in the 
Kingdom of Heaven is greater than he. 7 John stands for 
salvation through moral life. He tells us what to do but we 

1 Ci. Bhiiskara: parivrdjakasydpi saucamdna-sndna-bhiksdtanddi karma 
kdyikam vdcikam mdnasam tacca aparihdryam dhriyamana-sarirasya. 111. 4. 20. 

2 alankdro hy ay am asmdkam, yad brahmatmavagatait satyaiii sarva-kartavyatd- 
hanih krta-kvtyata ceti. S.B. 1 . 1. 4. Sec S.B.G. XV. 20. 

3 John viii. 28; xiv. 10. 

St Francois De Sales says: ‘Tell me, 1 pray you, Tlieotimus, if a drop of 
water, thrown into an ocean of some priceless essence, were alive and could 
speak and declare its condition, would it not cry out with great joy: “O mortals 

I live indeed but I live not myself, but this ocean lives in me and my life is 
hidden in this abyss"/ 

3 Galatians v. 18. 1 John iii. q. 6 Matthew v. 20. 

7 Matthew Hi. 2; Luke iii. 10-14. 
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cannot gain release unless we change our nature, become 
different, are inwardly transformed. John asks us to become 
better men and Jesus asks us to become new men. There is a 
stage in which we accept the world, another in which we reject 
it, a third in which we accept it, gratefully acknowledging its 
place in the divine scheme. 

Those who have full mastery over their natures sometimes do 
things which may appear wrong to the conventional people. 
John the Baptist was uneasy when he heard that Jesus and his 
disciples ate and drank and did not fast. They plucked the ears 
of corn on the Sabbath day. The Bhdgavata says: ‘Isvaras or 
masters are sometimes seen to transgress rules of conduct with 
courage. These are not faults among those with tejas or radiance, 
even as the all-devouring lire is not affected [by the impurities 
it consumes]. 1 He who is lacking in such control [anUvarah] 
should not even think of imitating such conduct for it can only 
bring destruction to him even like swallowing poison in 
imitation of Siva. 9 Fire may consume a forest or Siva drink 
poison without any harmful consequences. But ordinary men 
cannot transgress rules until they have shaken off all selfishness 
and established control over their nature. 

It is easier to fight non-human nature, forests and woods and 
wild beasts. It is more difficult to fight the passions, the sub- 
rational elements in human nature. This is a more arduous 
struggle. We cannot extinguish selfish desire by the mere force 
of intellect. We have to develop the power of will. 2 The different 
elements in human nature are divided in a disintegrated man 
but in an integrated life they are held in harmony. An integrated 
personality is incapable of doing anything wrong. The ethical 
man, the economic man and the artistic man are all abstractions 
obtained by our intellect from the concrete unity of our being. 
These values are complementary. A great artist may be a great 
moral force. An ideal personality would be all these, a man of 
wisdom and holiness, sanity and sanctity. 

1 tcjlyasdni na do say a vahneh sarva-hhujo yathu. Bhdgavata X. 33. 30. 

2 A gusty a Samhild says: 

tapo daddti saubhdgyaw tapo vidydm prayaccl.ati 
taptisa dutiabhum kihnn ndsti bhdmini dchindm. 

Tapas gives us welfare, it helps us to attain knowledge. 

There is nothing, O Parvatl, that tapas cannot give men. 
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B. THE WAY OF BHAKTI OR DEVOTION 1 
Need for Religious Devotion 

It is often said that man is incurably religious. He must have 
some object or person or cause on which to fix his devotion. The 
instinct, if we may call it by that name, may become perverted 
and abused but the need is there. It must be turned to an ideal 
which is genuine, grounded in truth, an ideal that touches the 
deepest springs of man’s inner life. What a man believes has a 
determining influence on his character. 

There are some thinkers both in the East and the West who 
feel that man’s capacity for integration, for the growth of the 
individual into a person would be unintelligible unless we have a 
Divine Personality. McTaggart’s notion of a community of 
personalities living in a kind of spiritual void is not tenable, for 
the direct apprehension of value which transforms the individual 
into a person implies an ideal personality who embodies the 
value apprehended. 

It is possible for atheists and agnostics to lead virtuous lives. 
They may be unaware or unmindful of the divine source of all. 
Existentialists of the school of Sartre struggle to seek some 
meaning for human life in a godless universe. If we grant that 
the world has meaning, it means that it has a purpose. The 
reality of God does not, however, depend on our views. Our 
irreligion does not entail the suspension of divine acting. 2 

Bhakti 

Bhakti is conscious recognition of and wholehearted response 
to the source of all goodness, the Divine. It is said ‘in this world, 
not vows, not pilgrimages, not yoga practices, not study of 
Scriptures, not sacrificial rites, not philosophical discourses; 
only devotion can give us freedom’. 3 

1 Sec 15 .G., pp. 58-66. 

2 Cp. St. Augustine: ‘Thou hast always been with me but I have not always 
been with myself.' 

3 alam kalau vrataih Urthaih yo^aih sdstraih alum makhaih 
alarii jnana-kathaldpaih bhaktir ekaiva muktidd. 

Bhdgavala - .1 / ah at my a . 

| Con:mut'd on t<»S 
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The Bhagavata Parana is treated as the standard work on 
bhakti . Tt is the quintessence of the Vedanta philosophy. He 
who has tasted its nectar-like juice will not be attracted by 
anything else/ 1 As we have seen, while God is transcendently 
infinite he is also greatly loving. He takes up human creatures 
into his range of action if they respond to his call. 'Behold, I 
stand at the gate and knock. If any man shall hear my voice and 
open to me the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with 
him and he with me/ God is the reward of those who wait on 
him. He helps his devotees to act in this world as partners in his 
divine work. Our one prayer is that God should increase in us 
true religion. 

Sdndilya Sutra says bhakti is the highest attachment to God, 
pardmirakti. In the Vi sun Parana Prahlada expresses the wish 
that he may have that attachment to God that is experienced 
with regard to sense-objects. 2 One must find one’s supreme 
pleasure in God. Love of man and woman is used to illustrate 
love of man for God. 'As maid delights in youth and youth in 
maid, so may my mind rejoice in Thee/ 3 ‘When the lovers are 
together, they are afraid of being separated; when they are not 
together, they have a painful desire for union/ 4 

Continued from puv.e 167] 

Cp. Manu: tapah purvaiii krta-yuge tretdydm yajham eva ca 
dvdpare dunam ity cihuh ka/au bhaktir gariyasi. 

See Vi snu Parana VI. 2. 17. 

A well-known Sanskrit verse reads: 

ttilnah sndna-parah phaui pavana-bhitk 
mesas tu parmisamih 
virus 7 khalu pdvakah prati-dinam 
site bile tnusikah 

hhastnoddhulatatparopi ca kharah 
dhydnena yukto bakah 
ity evam nahi yanti moksa-padavim 
sri-krsn a-bhakti m vina. 

1 sarva-veddnta-sdram hi sri-bhagavatam isyate 
tad-rasdmrta-trptasya nanyatra sydd ratih kvacit. XII. 13. 15. 
2 yd prltir avivekandm visayesv anapdyini 
tvam anu-smaratah sd me hrdayan mdpasarpatu. 

1 . 20. 19: see also B.G. X. 9. 

8 yuvatlnam yathd yuni yundtii ca yuvatau yatha 
manah abhiramate tadvat manah me ramatdm tvayi. 

4 Cp. Bhakti-mdrtanda by Gopesvara: 

adrste darsanotkanthd drste vislesa-bhlvutd 
nddrtfena na drslena bhavatd labhyate sukham. 
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The clean of heart shall see God. If we sin against the light we 
will be left in darkness. Devotion implies obedience to the will 
of the Supreme in all our activities. It brings deliverance from 
anxiety about the necessities of life. There is a popular verse 
which says: ‘In vain does the devotee worry about food and 
other necessities of life. Can God who sustains the whole 
creation ever forget his own devotees?’ 1 A devotee is not elated 
by praise or depressed by censure. In the name of God he does 
service to the world. 2 


Bhakti and Knowledge 

Bhakti opens the way to illumination. R. regards bhakti as a 
kind of knowledge. Ndrada Bhakti Sutra says: ‘When adored 
with love God speedily manifests himself and gives his devotees 
perception.' 3 


Praise of the Devotee 

The devotee is praised as the highest of all. ‘What speciality 
is there in being born a member of the highest class? What does 
it matter even if one possesses learning that includes enquiry 
into all the systems of thought? In all the three worlds who is 
there more blessed than the person whose heart is always 
steeped in devotion to the Supreme Lord?’ 4 

The Bhdgavata Pur ana says: ‘The devotees are my heart and 
I am the heart of the devotees. They know no one else than me; 
I know no one else than them.’ 5 6 

1 bhojanacchadanc c in tan) vrdha kurvemti vaisnavdh 
yo'sau visvam-bharo dev ah sa Mini dasdnnpeksate. 

Cp. sarvadd sarva-kcilcsu ndsti trsdm amatigalam 

yesdtii hrdistho bhagavdn mangaldyatanam harih. 

2 ddsyam aisvarya-vddnia jnatlnam tit karomy aham. M.B. 

3 sa klrtyamdnah slghram evdvirbhavati anubhdvayati ca bhaktan 80. 

4 kim janmand sakala-vartiajanottamenu ? 
him vidyayd sakala-sdstra-v i car av at yd ? 
yasydsti cetasi sadd paramcsa-bhaktiii 
ko’nyas tatas tri-bhuvane puruso’sti dhanyah. 

Brahma-samhitd. 

6 sddhavo hr day am mahyam sddhundm hrdayam tvaham 
mad-anyat tc na jdnanti naham tebhyo managapi. 


IX. 4. 8. 



170 


The Brahma Siilra 


Liberty of Worship 

From early days Hindu tradition has held that truth is a path¬ 
less land and cannot be organised. When organised it cripples the 
individual mind and prevents it from growing. When our minds 
get incarcerated within the narrow confines of dogma, the spirit 
of free adventure is checked. Devotion to the Supreme opens 
our hearts to the new life. Spiritual life is the end. That is why the 
Hindu permits each individual to worship the aspect of Godhead 
which appeals to him most. The radiance of reality is mirrored 
variously according to the mediums in which it is reflected. 1 The 
different aspects we adore are pointers, not halting places. 

Whatever name we may give to the Supreme, it is addressed 
to the Ultimate Reality. T do not mind who he is, Visnu or 
Siva, Brahma or Indra , the Sun or the Moon, the blessed 
Buddha or any saint. Whoever he be, that one who is free from 
the disease of being poisoned by craving and hatred, who is 
endowed with all noble qualities and is ever ready to act com¬ 
passionately towards all creatures, to him I bow down always.’ 2 

5., the great teacher of non-dualism, manifests a spirit of 
devotion to the different aspects of the Godhead. There are 
devotional hymns ascribed to him to BhavdnT , 3 to Visnu A to 
Siva . 5 Madhusudana Sarasvatl, a great teacher of Advaita , 
says: ‘I know not what truth there is beyond Krsna .’ 6 The 
Maharastrian saint-poet Eknath identifies Vithoba of 
Pandharpur with the Buddha . 

1 Lessing in his letter to Rimarius says: ‘Each one says what he thinks is the 
truth, but the truth is with God alone.' 

2 visnur-vd, trifnirantako hhavatu vd, brahma, surcndro'lhavd 
bhdnur~vn, sa s a -la h s a n o't ha bhagavdn huddho'tha suldho' lhavd 
rdga-d vesa-vi sd rt i - moha-rahitah sat Ivan uhampodyato 
yah sarvaih saha samskrto guna-ganais tasmai namah sarvadd. 

3 gat is tvam gatis tvam tvam ehid bhavdnl. 

4 avinayam apanaya visno damaya manah satnaya viraya-nirga-trsndm. 

6 samsdra-duhhha-gahandj jagadisa raksa. 

6 vamsi-vibhusita-kai at nava-nlraddbhdt 
pltdmbardd anma-bimba-phalddharosthdt 
put ncndii-sundara-mukhdd aravinda-nctrat 
hrsndt paraih kirn api tattram dham na jane. 

Cp. also his verse where ho realises the Absolute Brahman in the blue 
cttulgence that sports on the banks of the Yamuna: 

dhydnavasthita lad-galena munasd van mrgunarh niskriyam 
jyutih kiheana vagina yadi par am pasvanti pasyantu te 
asmukav tn tad eva locana-camathdrdya bhuyde dram 
kdhndl-pulinodare khn api yan nilam maho dhdvati. 
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Mystics of other religions and some leading thinkers tend to 
adopt an attitude of respect for other forms of worship than 
their own. The Word came and dwelt among us, not for the first 
and last time at Bethlehem but from the moment man was born 
into the world in the likeness of the divine image and as such 
distinct from other creatures. As Eternal Wisdom it was and is 
before all creation in its pure creativeness. For many Christian 
mystics, Christ is not limited to the historic personality of Jesus. 
He is the eternal Logos who comes to birth in men whenever they 
are inwardly united with God. 

Justin Martyr in his Apologia and Dialogue with Trypho 
presents God as the Primordial Cause of the world, eternal, 
unchangeable and accessible to reason. Before all creation, 
from the indefinable Father and Lord of the universe a force 
emanated called Logos which means Word and Reason. This 
Logos is the Son generated before all creation, the divine 
wisdom of Proverbs viii. He spoke through the Prophets and 
manifested his action also outside Israel. 

To justify universal claims for the Logos, Justin argues 
that those outside the Biblical tradition who have developed 
spiritual life like Heracleitus, Socrates and his own contem¬ 
porary Musonius all belong to the Christian fold. If they were 
called atheists and condemned to death, the Christians also 
suffered the same fate. Justin says: ‘Everything good and 
beautiful taught by thinkers and poets is ours.' For all that is 
Christian is due to the working of the Logos. Justin presents 
Christianity as a philosophical religion which uses Greek ideas, 
especially the Stoic, in a Biblical garb. Both Clement and Origen 
were Christian thinkers who wished to express Christian truth 
through Greek philosophical categories. They believe in the 
Eternal Logos. They speak about the ultimate oneness of God 
and man. The deepest self of all rational beings is divine. 
Every individual attains his fulfilment through unification 
with the Logos. By imitating Christ the Logos, everyone can 
obtain the same power as the Logos. 

William Law says that the Christ of God is 'the light and life 
and holiness of every creature that is holy’. 1 He argues: ‘Hence 
it was that so many eminent spirits, partakers of a divine life 


The Spiyit of Love. 
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have appeared in so many parts of the heathen world. ... These 
were the apostles of a Christ within/ 1 ‘As many as are led by 
the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God/ Man in his deepest 
being is one with God. The goal of life is to enter into the 
realisation of this hidden unity. Boehme asks ‘were we not in 
the beginning made out of God’s substance? Why should we not 
also abide therein?' 2 William Penn said: ‘It is better to be of no 
Church than to be bitter for any/ 3 Kabir says that he is ‘a child 
of Allah and Ram . He did not find it necessary to identify himself 
with any religious faith but was devoted to spiritual realisation. 

Religious intolerance does not make for world unity. Religions 
which aim at the conversion of the whole world to their own 
doctrines aim at the religion of power which amounts to sacred 
egoism, to spiritual pride. Reason should teach us to doubt our 
own infallibility. Unless we do it there is no chance for toleration 
in the world. If we are convinced of the absolute truth of our 
revelation and the falsity of others, how can we tolerate those 
who spread error and lead others astray? It is essential for us to 
note that while we are convinced of the infallibility of the truth 
we adopt, others may be equally convinced of the infallibility 
of their own doctrines. From ancient times, Hinduism adopted a 
view which would not hurt the religious susceptibilities of 
others. It enabled the Hindus to welcome the Jews, the 
Christians, the Parsees and the Muslims. 4 

1 The Spirit of Prayer. 2 Of the Super-sensual Life. 

8 Even Karl Barth admits that 'our concepts are not adequate to grasp the 
treasure of our experience'. 

Karl Jaspers says: ‘Theology turns the alternative "God or Nothing" into a 
very different one: "Christ or Nothing" with Christ promptly made synonymous 
with the doctrine of some Church, and obedience to God equally obedience to 
that Church and its dogmas.’ Existentialism and Humanism, E.T. (1952), p. 94. 
A. N. Whitehead observes: ‘It would be impossible to imagine anything more 
unchristian than Christian theology. Christ probably would not have under¬ 
stood it,' quoted by H. E. Eosdick in his The Living of These Days (1956), p. 268. 
M. Loisy thinks that St Paul was chiefly responsible for imposing an alien 
mythology on the life and teaching of Jesus. There is a gap between Jesus of the 
Gospels and the redeemer of St Paul. 

4 ‘The result of the honourable place given by the rajas to the Christians, and 
of their assimilation in social custom to their Hindu neighbours, was that they 
were accepted as a caste, and often thought of their community in this way. 
They ranked after the Brdhmanas and as equals of the Ndyars. Many Christians 
would claim that there was Brdhmana convert blood in the community and 
that for this reason they were superior to Ndyars. 

‘It was in consequence of this position that the St Thomas Christians, so far 
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The Hindu believes that, varied as all these religions are, 
behind them all is the same fire. The experience of the fire, 
though it speaks with many tongues, carries the same message. 
They all speak of the one realm of spiritual being. Of course, 
there are characteristic differences among the great religions. 
They do not all teach the same doctrines of God or of man or of 
the world or provide the same kind of ritual, myth or norm of 
behaviour. But these differences are not enough to justify 
discord and strife. There may be mutual education among 
religions if they peacefully coexist and there is no doubt that all 
the religions have helped to produce saints of an exalted 
character. We should be lacking in charity, even piety, if we 
denied the high character of sanctity in other religions than our 
own. 1 Many of the living faiths are passing through self- 
criticism, are getting infected with secularism and humanism 
and the loss of the vision of God. Many of the leaders regard 
themselves as the priests of a new religion. We need not a new 
religion but a creative vitality in the practice of the old, the 
recognition that the Kingdom of Heaven lies within man, in 
his depths, in his integrity, in his inmost truth. God is the 
potentiality of every man. 

Image Worship 

There is such a thing as pratikopasand or symbol worship. 
This is an aid to worship. 2 The symbolic is not the imaginary. 

as our evidence goes, never attempted to bring their non-Christian neighbours to 
a knowledge of Christ and so into the Christian Church. The Portuguese 
Archbishop Mcnczes did his best to create a sense of evangelistic responsi¬ 
bility among the Indian Christians by preaching to the Hindus whenever he 
could, and the eighteenth-century Carmelites had a number of baptisms from 
the heathen every year, so much so that they had to defend their action before 
the Raja of Travancore, but the Indian Church itself was not aroused to share 
this work. 

'A further consequence of acceptance as a caste was that untouchability was 
observed by Christians as by Hindus.' L. W. Brown: The Indian Christians of 
St Thomas (1956), p. 173. 

1 ‘Those who bow to all the gods, who listen to the doctrine of all the 
religions, who have faith and who are possessed of tranquil minds, get over all 
difficulties.' 

sarvan devdn namasyanti sarva-dharmariis ca irnvate 
yc sraddhadhandh $ ant a s' ca durgany ati-taranti te. 

M.B. Santi Parva CX. 18. 

2 Cp. ajhdndm bhdvandrthdya pratimdh parikalpitah. 
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Slowly we get beyond the symbol to the object symbolised. 
Until we reach the Highest, we gain rewards great or small, 
according to our aims and objects. 1 S. observes that on account 
of our imperfections we connect the Omnipresent Lord with 
limited abodes. 2 'Image worship is the first, doing japa and 
chanting mantras is the middle; meditation or mental worship is 
superior; reflection on one's own true nature is the highest of 
all.' 3 Image worship is a means to realisation. When we gain our 
ends, the means fall away. Lamps are useful so long as we live in 
darkness, but when the sun arises they cease to be of any help. 
Kablr sings: There is nothing but water at the holy bathing 
places; and 1 know that they are useless, for I have bathed in 
them. The images are all lifeless, they cannot speak; I know for I 
have cried aloud to them. The Pur ana and the Quran are mere 
words; lifting up the curtain, I have seen/ 4 

The A vat a ms 

The theory of avataras assumes divine concern for human 
endeavour. God is the light in the soul; our part is to open our 
being to the Divine Light which is ever shining in us. When the 
Light in us comes to possess our being we speak of the birth of 
God in us. The Incarnation is not a special event but a 
continuous process of self-renewal. 5 

1 tarn yalhd xathopdsatc tut ha tdtLI p ha lain bhaeati. See also !'>.(«. 1Y. n. 

2 g.TJ. 1. 1 . 

3 prathama pratimd-piijd japah slot rani madhyamd 
nitamd wana si pdjd so’ham piljd uttamottamd. 

Even in Advaita Vedanta it is accepted as a preparation for pure contem¬ 
plation. 

ntlamu bruhiua-^adbltuvo dhydina-bhdvas t;t madhyamah 

Aatir japo adhaiuo bhdvo bahilj-p tlja ad ha mad ham a. 

Mahd-mrvdina Tantra XIV. 11^. 

To remain merged in Brahman is the highest, meditation is the middle way; 
prayer to God and repetition of his name are the lowest and external worship is 
lower than the lowest. 

Tantra-sdra says: 

prathama pratimd-pdjd japa-stotrddi madhyamd 
uttamd manasi-pujd so'ham piljo'tamo ttamd. 

First comes image worship; the middle way is repetition of the mane and 
prayer; good is mental worship; realisation that I am he is the best. 

4 Rabindranath Tagore’s E.T. 

5 William Law says that the desire for God 'will lead thee to the birth of 
Jesus, not in a stable at FJethlchcm in Judaea, but to the birth of Jesus in the 
dark centre of thy own fallen soul*. The Spirit of Prayer . 
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The avatiiras arc born not only to put down evil but to teach 
us mortals. Great souls appear for the well-being and spiritual 
enlightenment of creatures. 1 They tell us how to remould our 
lives so as to serve the purpose of the Divine. 2 Deification is the 
transfusion of human nature by the Indwelling Spirit of the 
Divine. Rama says: ‘I look upon myself as a man, Rama , the 
son of Da£aratha. May the Lord \Brahma] tell me who I am, 
where I belong and whence I come.’ 3 Krsna by the repeated 
practice of meditation, by uninterrupted concentration for a 
long period, attaining through intuition of Brahman lordship 
similar to his over the world is seen to reveal that to Arjuna in 
the (lita.* The devotee is slowly transformed into the likeness 
of the Divine. He becomes what he is called to be. He realises 
the meaning of his existence, it is said that devotion to the 
Supreme, experience of the Highest and detachment from other 
things, all these three occur at the same time. 5 


C. THE WAY OF DHYANA OR MEDITATION 
Yoga System 

If we study the history of religions we will note that there is a 
broad stream of spiritual knowledge which requires us to grow 
to a higher level of being. It refers to an inner quickening and 
growth in our nature. 6 The All-pervading Self abides in every 
heart. Those who turn from him, seeking outside, are inferior 

1 bhutdndm ksemdya ca bhavdya ca. Bhdgavata I. 1. 13. 

2 Jung in his Psychology and Alchemy says: ‘The call for the Imitatio Christi 
ought to aim at developing and raising one’s own inner man, but it is made by 
superficial believers . . . into an external object of worship, which, precisely 
through the veneration of its object, prevents the soul from being affected in 
its depths and transformed into a whole.’ 

8 dtmdnam mdmtsam man ye rdniam dasarathdtmajam 
yo'harn yasya yatas cdham bhagavdms tad bravitu me. 

VI. 120. 11-12. 

4 ata era bhagavatah krsnasyopdsand-kurmany-abhydisdt cira-nirantaraikdgrydt 
brahma-sdksdtkdrena tadvat jagad-aisvarya-prdptydm arjundya tat-prakdsanam 
gitdsu drsyate. Appaya Diksita: £ivddvaita-nirnaya . 

6 bhaktih paresdnnbhavail viraktih avyatra ca, esa trikali , eka-kdlah. Bhdgavata. 

0 Why Mullah, must you ascend the minaret? 

God is not deaf, he hears thee here; 

For His sake do you call to prayer 
Look for Him in thy heart, so says Kabfr. 
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creatures. 1 ‘God is neither in temple nor in mosque', says Kabir. 
He would add today: ‘neither in Church nor in synagogue'. He 
is found in the heart of man. God is not doomed to be perpetually 
overwhelmed by an uncomprehending darkness. Nanak says 
that we should ascend to the satya-loka , the kingdom of truth, 
the abode of eternal life. 

‘Lead us from darkness into light' is the prayer of the 
Upanisads . We must be awakened out of the sleep of the 
natural world-view. We must break through the surface in 
which wc live and move. Imprisoned in history we become 
restricted to the narrow limits of existence. We must be lifted 
out of this confinement and become aware of our historicity. 
We must grasp the real which is before all phenomena, before all 
time and which is equally after all phenomena and all time. Yet 
it is neither before nor after. It is that which does not become, 
that which is, real, unhistorical being itself. We cannot think it, 
enclose it within categories, images and verbal structures. But 
we know more than we can think and express in historical 
forms. By discipline of mind we should strive to apprehend the 
Real. ‘True knowledge which is produced by the means of true 
knowledge and is comparable to its object can neither be 
brought about by hundreds of injunctions nor be checked by 
hundreds of prohibitions. For it does not depend on the will of 
man, but merely on what really and unalterably exists.' 2 A 
rigorous discipline of mind, heart and will is necessary. Our 
vision becomes obscure if it is dimmed by vice or weakness. The 
M.B. says the Supreme is visible only to those who have 
overcome anger and mastered their senses. 3 

To use Plato's words, we should not be bound to the shadows 
of the cave but get to see the reality. For this an illuminating 
revelation, a saving transformation is necessary; an opening of 
the eyes is essential. We cannot get this experience by detached 

1 sarvasvaiva janasyasya visnuh abhyantare sthitah 
tam parityajya te ydnti bahir visnum narddhamdh . 

St Augustine says: ‘Why do we go forth and run to the heights of the 
heavens and the lowest parts of the earth, seeking Him who is within us, if we 
wish to be with Him?' 

8 S.B. III. 2. 21. 

3 svargam dvfiram susuk smart 1 tam tu pakyanti purusd jitakrodhdh jitendriyah. 
XIV. 27. 84-5. 
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observation, logical analysis and inference. 1 We must encounter 
truth as a matter of existential concern, participate in the 
Ultimate Mystery. It is not an intellectual state but a state of 
being when we are filled with the Spiritual Presence. 

As the Upanisads declare the state can be gained by sravana, 
hearing, manana, reflection, and nididhydsana or concentration. 2 
Dhydna is anavaratdnusandhdna , constant meditation. To learn 
concentration one should learn to be alone with oneself, without 
reading or listening to the radio or other pre-occupation. It is to 
be able to be alone with oneself. It is in moments of meditation 
that we become self-aware. We do not lose the sense of the 
eternal in the inevitable distractions of life. We acquire a trust 
in the foundations of things, a trust that sustains us in the most 
terrible catastrophes, a firm loyalty to truth in the midst of 
passions and lures. 

The Yoga system describes the processes by which our 
consciousness grows into the life divine by the control of the 
thinking mind. The cultivation of states of mind and body which 
permits the full realisation of the ultimate truth requires 
disciplined effort. The Yoga Sutra says That [discipline of 
mental functioning] practised for long, unintermittently and 
with safkdras [i.e. self-control, austerity, faith, ceremonial piety"] 
is the sure means of realising the truth’. 3 

Boehme in his imaginary dialogue between a disciple and his 
master in The Signature of All Things makes the disciple ask the 
master what prevents him from apprehending the ultimate 
truth and the master answers that it is his Thinking of Self and 
his willing of Self’. Our confusion of the real Self with the outward 
selves prevents our awareness of the true Self. Boehme said that 

1 Omar Khayyam in his Treatise on Metaphysic says that the Sufi < arc ‘those 
who seek knowledge, not by reflection and speculation (like the theologians 
and philosophers), but by purifying their soul (the passive and static ego), by 
correcting their character (the active and dynamic ego), and by freeing the 
intellect from the obstacles which arise from bodily nature. When this substance 
is presented, purified, before the Divine Glory, then the (intellectual and 
principial] models of the [mental and manifested] knowledge will surely be 
revealed in this other world [of transcendent Reality]'. Frithjof Schuon: 
Spiritual Perspectives and Human h'acts, K.T. (1054), p. 7311. 

2 agamendmimdnena dhyavdhhydsa-rascna ca 
tridhd prakalpayan prajndm labhale yogam uttamam. 

Yisnu Parana. 

3 sa tu dirghakala-nairantarya-sathara-scvito drdha-bhumih. I. i.j. 
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we could come into a new reality of our being and perceive 
everything in a new relation 'if we can stand still from self¬ 
thinking and self-willing and stop the wheel of imagination and 
the senses'. 1 The aim of Yoga is to help 11 s to discern the being 
that is at the back of all becoming. It is difficult to reach it, 
but one should concentrate on that which exists of itself above 
and continues to be such as it is in itself. 

Stages of the Journey 

The ascent to union with the Supreme is hard and steep. It is a 
personal adventure. The categories of metaphysics are verified 
by states of consciousness. The soul must pass through the 
period of purgation. We must strip away the merely natural 
life and wake up to the importance of the spiritual life. The 
stripping process begins with the withdrawal from the bustle of 
earthly things. We must become free and unattached. God is the 
soul’s guide on the journey with the purgative, the illuminative 
and the unitivc stages. The soul should realise the nothingness 
of temporal things and learn to understand that the spiritual 
world alone is real. With the practice of detachment, spiritual 
freedom occurs. 

Speculation is vision, an intuitive mode of apprehension. It is 
not irresponsible meandering of the mind. Ydjnavalkya says 
that samddhi is equanimity. 2 We must steady the mind, 
concentrate on the truth by which one is intellectually con¬ 
vinced until it culminates in direct experience. By contemplation 
on a particular form we become one with it. 3 The Gdyatri 
mantra , dhiyo yo nah pracodaydt , inspire our understanding, is 

1 Karl Barth says: ‘Men suffer, because bearing within them an invisible 
world, they find this unobservable inner world met by the tangible, foreign, 
other, outer world, desperately visible, dislocated, its fragments jostling one 
another, yet mightily powerful and strangely menacing and hostile/ 
Commentary on Romans, p. 306. 

2 samadliih samatdvasthci jivdtma-paramdtnmnoh 
brahmany avasthitir yd sd samadhih pratyag-dtmanah. 

3 manandt trdyate yastu mantra ity abhidhiyate 
tasmdt mantrena tan-murtim bhakti-piirvena dhlyatam . 

T antra-sdra-agama . 

Japa is aksaravrttih (Tantra-sdra, p, 68), repetition of letters. It must be 
repeated according to rules, vidhdnena mantroccuranam. Sabda-kalpa-dmma. 

Patahjali makes out that the repetition of the name should be accompanied 
by reflection on the meaning, taj-japas tad-artha-bhdvanam . Y.S. I. 28. 
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meditated on so that we may see the truth. When the seeker 
sees the truth he becomes spiritually fret?. All experience 
becomes ordered and unified. We do not prove the truth 
of an idea by merely demonstrating that its author lived 
centuries ago and was of a saintly disposition. The truth 
lies in our experience of it when it enters into us. Without 
the knowledge of one’s self, no release is possible even in 
many ages. 1 

Solitary Meditation 

There is an emphasis on a solitary life of meditation in a 
monastery or a hermitage but this does not mean a turning 
away from life. 13.G. 2 speaks to us of the way in which dhydna 
yoga should be practised. We do not seek for rewards but 
aim at transforming our nature. Let a man lift himself by 
himself. 3 1 ’Tr ami-trod ay a-pa ribhdsd- prakdsa quotes A ngira/i 
Smrti to the effect that excepting efforts for attaining 
self-knowledge, whatever one does out of his own personal 
desire is like child’s play and unnecessary. 1 We must get 
into the house of our innermost self, shut the door on 
everything outer and pray from that inner self. 5 It is said 
of Muhammad that in his fortieth year he desired solitude. 
He withdrew to a cave on Mount Hira near Mecca and 
practised religious austerities. 

By undergoing the disciplines of karma , bhahti and dhydna , 
the mind gets purified and truth dawns and ineffable peace is 
experienced. Whatever action we perform is illumined by 
knowledge and dedicated to the glory of God. 

Samddhi when it is sa-vikalpa is a stale of contact with a 
Personal Being not evident to the senses, a Person discerned as 
divine. In nir-vihalpa samddhi, the reality is super-personal, the 
one that changes not, the deepest self in one which is also the 

1 atmaika bodhena vinii ra muktir na suldhyati brahma-satantare' pi. 

8 VI. 3 uddhared dtmandtnuniam . VI. 5. 

4 svabhiprdya-krtam karma yat-kiheij jndna-varjitam 
krUld-karmeva bdlandih tut-sarvam nis-prayojanam. 

* 'But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thine inner chamber and having 
shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret and thy Father which 
sceth in secret shall recompense thee.’ Matthew vi. 0 . 
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Eternal . 1 The state is one of unalterable bliss, freedom from 
self-sense, serenity and transcendent peace. Those who attain 
saniadhi claim that their experience is far richer and deeper 
than the most intense satisfaction of this world. 

When 5. says that no amount of temporal activity can take us 
to the heart of the Eternal, he is emphasising that the distinction 
between time and eternity is a qualitative one. Our thought 
must be lifted to another order of being. Time is everlasting but 
Reality is eternal. Though we may spend all our life doing good 
deeds, we do not cross from time to eternity. A glimpse of 
eternity is different from an endless series of finite things. To 
know the Self we must lea}) into another dimension. We are 
then released from the rules of conventional religion. The sun 
of consciousness shines always in the sky of the heart. There is 
neither rising nor setting of it. How shall I perform the sandhyd 
prescribed in the sdstrasV 2 

Dionysius the Areopagite says: The simple, absolute and 
immutable mysteries of Divine Truth are hidden in the super- 
luminous darkness of that silence which revealeth in secret. For 
this darkness, though of deepest obscurity, is yet radiantly 
clear; and though beyond touch and sight, it more than fills our 
unseeing minds with splendours of transcendent beauty/ 

The original meaning of theory is vision. Every philosophy is 
the exposition and justification of an experience. 

By means of the three methods of work, devotion and 
contemplation (which are not exclusive of each other), we are 
reborn into the world of spirit. Religion by the use of symbols 
and metaphors indicates to us the goal of our quest. The 
festival of Easter, for example, was a pagan one marking the 
awakening of nature to new life. The Christian Easter refers to 
the resurrection of Jesus. But even for those who are not 
disposed to accept the historical evidence, it has a meaning that 

1 Cp. Schweitzer: Rational thinking which is free from assumptions ends in 
mysticism. . . . All profound world-view is mysticism, the essence of which is 
just this: 'that out of my unsophisticated and naive existence in the world 
there comes, as a result of thought about self and the world, spiritual self- 
devotion to the mysterious infinite will which is continuously manifested in the 
universe.’ The Philosophy of Civilisation, E.T., p. 79. 

2 oidddityo hrddkdse sadd bhati nivanlaram 
udaydsiamayo ndsti katham sandhydm updsmahe . 
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we can all be made new. We must become what we are. The 
Festival of Easter is not a commemoration of a past event but 
the recognition of a present reality. 

The cosmic process has for its goal the Kingdom of free 
spirits where the son of man becomes the son of God. The first 
fruits of the new species of spiritual personality are already 
manifest on earth in the saints and the sages of the different 
religions who have risen from the disruption of being to its 
articulation, integration. 

In the spirit of the Vedanta , the Buddha speaks of human 
fulfilment as the transition from ignorance and craving to 
enlightenment and compassion. The aim of religion is to release 
us from the tornness of our life. We must grow from the status 
of the creature, given to inertia, distractedness, corruption, 
selfishness to integrality with its unswerving devotion. 

The Jews tell us that sin is the isolation of the selfish 
individual; it is lovelessness. When we turn away from it, our 
self-alienation, self-estrangement is gone. ‘Return ye and make 
you a new heart and a new spirit.' 1 ‘Create me a clean heart, O 
God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.' 2 ‘A new heart will I 
give you, and a new spirit will I put within you.' 3 Turn me, 0 
Lord, that I may turn.’ 4 Religion is a question of turning and 
renewal. For the Jews, ‘The spirit of man is the candle of the 
Lord.' 5 When the Lord lights the candle, darkness disappears. All 
the darkness in the world cannot put out the light of the candle. 

Speaking of the mystery religions of Greece, Aristotle 
observes ‘The initiated do not learn anything so much as feel 
certain emotions and are put in a certain frame of mind'. To live 
one must first die to his old life. Orpheus believed that the soul 
was ‘the son of the starry heaven’, that its dwelling in a body 
was a form of original sin, its earthly life was a source of corrup¬ 
tion and its natural aim was to transcend this life. Each human 
being is a reflection of the celestial light and has his roots below. 
This view is at the heart of Plato’s idealism. Plato tells us in his 
image of the cave in the Republic that we are all prisoners living 
in shadows. One philosopher shattered his fetters and saw the 
sun shining of which the fire in the cave was a small reflection. 


1 Ezekiel xviii. 30ft. 

4 Lamentations v. 21. 


1 Psalm li, 10. 


* Ezekiel xxxvi. 26. 
B Proverbs xx. 27. 
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After having seen the great light, Plato's philosopher does not 
remain content with his own revelation. He returns to the 
cave and tells the prisoners shackled there that what they take 
for reality is only a shadow cast by the light they do not see. 
The prisoners, not having seen the light, take the shadows to be 
the only reality and think that the philosopher is insane. 
Philosophy, for Plato, is the love of wisdom, the fine flower of 
serenity. Plotinus says: ‘Withdraw into yourself and look, and 
if you do not find yourself beautiful yet, act as does the creator 
of a statue that is to be made beautiful: he cuts away here, he 
smoothes there, he makes this line lighter, this other purer, 
until a lovely face has grown upon his work. So do you also: cut 
away all that is excessive, straighten all that is crooked, bring 
light to all that is overcast, labour to make all one glow of 
beauty and never cease chiselling your statue, until there shall 
shine out oil you from it the godlike splendour of virtue, until you 
shall see the perfect goodness surely established in the stainless 
shrine/ He argues that each individual should pass beyond the 
restlessness of this life, its fragmentariness, its precariousness, its 
discordance. We have to pass through the depth of the struggle 
to gain the peace of the One, which is unity, pure and simple. 

The inner meaning of crucifixion and resurrection is the story 
of man’s dying to the purely physical and egoistic existence, 
when he is resurrected into the spiritual awareness of his 
oneness with the life, love and power of the Supreme. It is the 
dramatisation of man's deliverance from the tomb of living 
death in which fear, greed, hate, pride have imprisoned him and 
his free ascent into the freedom of his divine nature. When we 
die to the old nature, we are reborn to the new. St Paul said: 
‘Jesus Christ is in you/ 1 ‘Christ in you, the hope of glory/ 2 
Christ is the divine self within, waiting to be released and 
expressed. When the rebirth takes place we become ‘partakers 
of the divine nature'. 3 The author of the Fourth Gospel makes 
Jesus say, ‘I am the Truth’. The religion of truth is based 
on spiritual inwardness. The descent of the spirit at Jesus' 
baptism or his temptation in the wilderness must have been 
the story of his inner experience. In their present form they are 
externalised. In Christianity we are called upon to follow the 

3 II Peter i. 4. 



Introduction 


183 

example of Jesus. We are to be made like unto him by bringing 
our natural desires and expectations into subjection to the 
Universal Purpose. William Law says: To have salvation from 
Christ is nothing else but to be made like unto him; it is to have 
his humility and meekness, his love of God, his desire of doing 
God’s will/ Jesus asks us to free ourselves from priestly control, 
and undergo spiritual growth. We must be born again, born of 
the spirit of Truth. Those who practise the goodness and love 
illustrated in Jesus' life become sharers in the eternal Kingdom 
of spirit, a fellowship of redeemed men who live both in time 
and beyond time. They strive to raise the world to a more 
stable way and further the time when nation shall not take up 
sword against nation, neither learn war any more. 

A Sitji mystic (twelfth century), Ayn al-qudat at Hamadhani 
(d. a. i). 1131) says: Tie who is born from the womb sees only this 
world; only he who is born out of himself sees the other world.' 

Ibn'Arabi (thirteenth century) says: T am knowledge, the 
known and the knower. 1 am wisdom, the wise man and his 
wiseness.’ (60. 16.) 

Both the Buddha and Jesus tell us: 'Be of good courage. I have 
overcome the world.' Renewal, rebirth is the universal aim of 
all religions. Out of different origins and backgrounds we are 
reaching out to the one goal. 

1 ). REBIRTH AND PRE-EXISTENCE 
Future Life 

Belief in some kind of survival is very nearly universal. There 
is no country or creed in which the great hope of survival has 
not supported men in the prospect of death and mitigated the 
grief of bereavement. Even the primitive peoples of whose habits 
of life we have knowledge assume it as their funerary customs 
indicate. This universality is often urged as proof in itself of 
the validity of belief in future life. 1 On a question of truth 
however, suffrage is not conclusive. 2 But while a strong wish is 

1 Many years ago a questionnaire was sent out by the Society for Psychical 
Kesearch and it elicited very different views about the fact as well as the 
desirability of survival. Some believed implicitly and were glad; others were 
sceptical and were quite satisfied. Apparently men do not seem to think about 
it unless it be in crises. * Cp. Gorgias 472, 474. 
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not in itself evidence, the consensus of feeling seems to attest a 
natural instinct. It may not be too much to assume that the 
instincts of mankind prophesy a fulfilment even as those of the 
bee and the ant who lay up stores for a winter. 1 Besides, the 
concurrence of many thinkers in one conclusion is probably the 
most convincing kind of evidence which is possible on questions 
of morality and religion. At any rate it is a fact sufficiently 
impressive to make it worth while to investigate the belief in 
question. 

Unfortunately the consensus of agreement disappears when 
we examine the nature of survival. Strange* and terrifying forms 
of beliefs, crude and dreary conceptions are found side by side 
with abstract and exalted notions. The activities of heaven 
change with our earthly aspirations. The Egyptians looked 
upon their celestial home as replete with rich wheatfields and 
harvests produced without labour. The Red Indians dreamed of 
happy hunting grounds with plenty of game and unending 
sport. For Isaiah, in the Kingdom of God impotence and 
infirmities shall be done away, ‘the eyes of the blind shall be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped, the lame 
man leap as an hart and the tongue of the dumb sing'. The 
ancient Teutonic peoples conceived of a Valhalla with endless 
scope for military exercises and stores of beer to be drunk from 
the skulls of former enemies. Dante’s picture of hell as a pendant 
to heaven is well known. Dostoievsky makes one of his 
characters say, ‘Why should not eternity be a little bathhouse 
covered with spiders?' We have believed that the soul lives like a 
pale shadow craving blood to feed it, that it migrates into 
innumerable forms of plants and animals, that it repeats 
indefinitely its main occupations here, that it is tortured in 
hells for sins, that it sings for ever hymns in heavens. The 
intellectual demand common to the vivid pictorial forms is to 
secure for human personality some significance that transcends 
the world of the senses, to maintain that life is not a formless 
flux but has a pattern which is not exhausted by this brief span. 
The dead do not wholly cease to be. 

This question of survival has significance only in reference to 

1 Ruysbroek: * As hunger presupposes bread so does man's longing after God 
presuppose God.' 
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human beings. Some materialist thinkers have believed that 
atoms are absolutely everlasting but they do not speak of them 
as having future life or immortality because they are not selves. 

Survival and Eternal Life 

The term ‘future life' is ambiguous and means either 
durational continuance or eternal life, survival after death or 
immortality. Eternal life differs from life in time, in quality and 
not quantity. It is a higher state of being which knows nothing 
of past or future, the divine mode of existence which we may 
enjoy here and now. Perpetuity which is a form of time is 
different from eternity which is timelessness. The distinction 
between rebirth (punar-janma) and release (moksa) is familiar to 
all systems of Hindu thought. We find it also in some of the 
philosophies of the West. In Plato, for example, we have these 
two conceptions. There is the doctrine of the Symposium, which 
is not of a future life but of timeless existence, attainable here 
and now bv an escape from the flux of time. There is the other 
doctrine of the Phaedo involving pre-existence and post¬ 
existence which are concepts possessing meaning only with 
regard to the temporal life of the soul. In the New Testament we 
have the eschatological teaching with its pictures of the 
judgment and the Kingdom of God to which the faithful dead 
shall rise, which are projected into the future in addition to the 
doctrine of an unseen world which is more real than the present 
one. According to the latter view, heaven is a subsisting reality, 
not a remote state. In one passage Jesus substitutes the idea of 
the present eternal life of individuals for the hope of a general 
resurrection of the righteous. When Martha says about her 
brother T know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at 
the last day', Jesus said to her ‘I am the resurrection and the 
life; he that believeth in me, though he die, yet shall he live; 
and whosoever liveth and believeth in me, shall never die.’ 1 He 
apparently substitutes the conception of a present eternal life 
which is unaltered by death for a resurrection at some future 
date, 'the last day*. According to Jesus we can have eternal life 
while still in the flesh. 'Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that 
hcareth my word, and believeth him who sent me, hath eternal 

1 Joint xi. 23-6. 
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life, and cometh not into judgment, but hatli passed out of 
death into life.’ 1 St Paul affirms that God ‘alone hath im¬ 
mortality'. 2 Similarly in the Fourth Gospel, we have the 
conception of (denial life though the Messianic expectation is 
not discarded. ‘He that believeth in the Son hath eternal life.' 3 

For Philo, time is the moving succession of ever-shifting 
phenomena while eternity is the motionless duration of un¬ 
alterable being. In Plotinus we have the distinction of awakening 
from the body which is not awakening with the body. 4 It is the 
distinction between the ethical and the spiritual points of view. 
At the ethical level, we have an infinite progress toward an ideal 
that is never completely realised. Kant, for example, believed 
in future life as a postulate of the practical reason. If the holy 
will is unrealisable here, it can only be realised under the form of 
an endless progress towards perfection. So ethical consciousness 
justifies the assumption of infinite time to work out infinite 
perfection. The spiritual point of view is different. By the 
identification of the finite self with the divine order, the supreme 
good is achieved. 5 Thus in the history of thought, future life has 
been conceived in two ways, either as a prolongation of this 
earthly life or as a complete change from time to eternity. 

When we raise the question of future life, we are concerned 
with the individual human soul. It is no comfort to know that 
there is the Divine in man and it is immortal. The Divine, the 
immutable presence, what the A dvaila Vedanta calls sva-firakasa- 
caitanya , the self-luminous consciousness in us may be 


1 John v. 24. 2 Timothy vi. 16. 

3 John iii. 30. Cp. Dr Alexander Nairne: ‘This then is the assurance of the 

Johannine discourse and its concluding prayer: that eternal life is here and now 
and always and everywhere: that soul or spirit entering the eternal state, gains 
intercourse, communion, union with the souls it knows: that this is what our 
affection for one another means and depends upon, and this kind of communion 
or union cannot be ended by death.’ The Life Eternal, Here and Now, p. 127. 

4 Enncads 111. C>. 6. 

6 E. Trocltsch tells us that there is a future life or lives involving a continuous 
process of moral purification and an ever-increasing identification of the human 
will with the divine. The end of the ethical process is, however, the identification 
of the creature with God. 'The actual end would thus be the complete unity of 
will with the divine will eventually achieved in this further development after 
death, and a confluence of the finite wills in love, the complete disappearance of 
the perfected individuals, the yielding up of the personality to the divine life.' 
ynoted in Braliam: Oursehcs and Reality (1929), p. 173. 
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insusceptible to change but it docs not affect the status of the 
human self, the jtvdiman, the complex composite organism which 
suffers a crisis at death. An unchanging self outside of the 
succession and supposed to bring connection and unity into 
otherwise unrelated terms is not the human self in whose 
survival we are interested. The eternal diman, according to 
Advaita Vedanta , is common to all individuals. 1 Its continuance 
after the disintegration of the complex of elements which 
constitute personal existence is not of much interest. 

In Plato we have the idea of an indiscerptible soul-substance 
immortal in its own right. He says in the Republic , ‘Soul is 
substance and substance is indestructible 1 . The soul is what 
makes us what we are. It is immortal because its very idea and 
essence is the self-moved and self-moving. Yet we find in Plato 
the view that the soul is not quite eternal like the divine ideas. 
It partakes in their nature but it must train itself, by exercising 
its highest faculties, to think immortal thoughts and identify 
itself with the eternal world by entering into it. But when Plato 
speaks of the nature of soul-substance, that it belongs to the 
invisible world of changeless reality, that it was never born and 
will never die and that body is part of the unreal world of 
becoming 2 and not the object of true knowledge, he is reaffirming 
that the Divine in man is immortal. His proofs in the Phacdo 
from recollection and from the soul’s kinship with God prove 
the eternity of impersonal reason and not of the individual self. 
For the Neoplatonists the higher soul has life and being in 
itself and can neither be born nor die and the fate of the lower 
soul depends on the manner of living. This soul may be lost if it 
rebels against the higher principle. 

Modern psychology is inclined to view the individual as a 
perpetual becoming, a system of psychological and ethical 
energies, that is changing as long as it is alive. When William 
James makes out that the passing thought is the only thinker, 
he is suggesting by the passing thought the present state of the 
continuously developing self, which represents in itself all 

1 Kaiha IJ. II. 16. 

2 ‘I cannot persuade Crito, my friends, that 1 am that Socrates who is now 
conversing with you, and who methodises each part of the discourse; but he 
thinks that I am lie whom he will shortly behold dead, and asks how he should 
bury me.' 
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thoughts and states that went before. The passing thought is a 
resume or a sum-total of all its predecessors, the inheritor of the 
past and the growing point of the future. It takes up in itself the 
previous moment, makes it its own and gives it up to the next 
moment of experience. 1 It is the actual self quite distinct from 
the unchanging self outside of the succession altogether, 
supposed by its relating activity to bring unity and connection 
into a series of otherwise unrelated items. The self is con¬ 
stituted by its experience'. It is the unity of the conscious 
experiences of a particular individual centre. It is not a simple 
atomic unit but a complex living structure, a unity in multi¬ 
plicity. Each self enjoys a kind of unity and continuity. The 
states are not detached and the self is not apart from the 
succession. It is the organised or consolidated unity of all 
experience. All states occur as belonging to this unity, as 
elements in a growing self-integrating whole. The unity of self is 
not a mechanical one. We can destroy a wall and retain the 
bricks. We cannot destroy a self and retain thoughts and 
emotions. The self is a different kind of unity where form and 
content arc closely united. The unity of the individual is of a 
functional rather than of a substantive character. Soul is the 
name of the composite nature which one knows as oneself and 
which functions as one person though it passes from life to life 
or body to body. It is not an abstraction. The conscious self is 
shaped by all one's experiences; its individuality is the result of 
the discipline of time. 

Immortality has point only if it refers to the human person 
and his capacity to attain it by consciously realising his unity 
with the timeless or eternal self. If the world is rational, the 
final outcome of the age-long organic process must be something 
better and less ephemeral than man as we know him in ourselves 
and others—doomed to death. If we are to save the rationality 
of the universe we must assume that the transition from self- 
consciousness to God-consciousness is the aim of organic 
evolution. When the Hindu thinkers, Plato, Aristotle and the 

1 ‘Each pulse of cognitive consciousness, each thought dies away and is 
replaced by another. The other, among the tilings it knows, knows its own 
predecessor, and finding it “warm" in the way we have described, greets it, 
saying: “Thou art mine, and part of the same self with me".' Principles of 
Psychology (1890), Vol. I, p. 339. 
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Neoplatonists affirm the reality of the Divine in man, they have 
in mind the possibility of realising the divine quality through 
the apparatus of mind and body. The presence of the Universal 
Spirit operates as the ideal to which the organism strives. The 
simplicity of the human individual, the unity of the human soul 
are not obvious. They are the ideals we strive for. 

We have argued that the process of becoming is not unreal. 
The human individual is not a false appearance. By means of 
self-variation the Spirit manifests itself as the universe without 
at the same time suffering any derogation from its original 
status. The universe is essentially dynamic and the human 
individual is the growing point of the future, the agent as well 
as the offspring of the creative process. His personality is 
continuously enriched and changed by his experiences and there 
is no break. The thread in the weaver's loom is not cut; it 
disappears from our vision. There is an ancient saying that death 
is natural to embodied beings; it is life that is unnatural. 1 

The conditions which determine the individual unity are 
organic since every soul known to us is an embodied soul. The 
Jews, for example, never thought of the soul as distinct from 
the body or of the body as the prison-house of the soul so far as 
they escaped Greek influences. Their belief in personal im¬ 
mortality was always belief in the resurrection of dead persons 
as wholes. It was not an immortality of bare souls. St Paul 
expresses the faith in which he had been bred thus 'having hope 
towards God which these also [my Jewish adversaries] them¬ 
selves look for, that there shall be a Resurrection both of the 
just and the unjust'. 2 A disembodied state of existence is not 
admitted. St Paul raises the question 'How are the dead 
raised? With what manner of body do they come?' 3 Heaven 
seems to be an organisation which does not undergo decay. 
'They shall hunger no more; neither thirst any more; neither 
shall the sun light on them, nor any heat; for the Lamb which is 
in the midst of the throne shall feed them and lead them into 
living fountains of water; and God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes.' 'And there shall be no more death, neither 

1 maranam prakrtifr karlrindm vikrtlr jlvanam ucyate budhaih. 

Kavikulacakravartin. 
8 I Corinthians xv. 


2 A cts xxiv. t 5 . 
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sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain/ It 
seems to be a simple scheme where we will have life with its 
goods and not its ills. Those who have tasted sorrow and seen 
the shadow of death are told that these things will not be. This 
view admits that every manifestation of life must have its own 
fit embodiment, its appropriate means of expression. Tertullian 
takes the extreme position that the soul is nothing if it is not 
body. Justin considers the doctrine that the soul is taken to 
heaven at the death of the body to be unchristian. 

Rebirth 

In this world body is the basis and starting point for the 
development of life, mind and spirit. Bodiless beings are not 
known. The assumption of body is called birth and it is essential 
for the manifestation of the individual on the physical plane. 
But it cannot be an isolated accident or sudden excursion into 
physicality without any past or future. In an ordered world, 
sudden embodiment of conscious life would be meaningless and 
inconsequential. It would be a violation of the rhythm of 
nature, an effect without cause, a fragmentary present without 
a past. Life is a term in a series, a slow development. It cannot 
be regarded as something which mysteriously appears at or 
about birth and disappears equally mysteriously at or about 
death. The individual is constantly changing in his mind as well 
as in his body. There is, however, unity in so far as each state is a 
present transformation representative of all those which are 
past as it will be the producer of all future transformation 
potentially involved in it. The development of a coherent mind 
and character is the aim of self-conscious life and it is the 
reality which the body in its structure and organisation exists to 
actualisc. Though based on the body, the characteristic unity of 
the self is spiritual, more complete and permanent than any 
achieved by any individual being. The self of man is not a mere 
effect of its body or a form of its activity, though it requires the 
body for its work in this world. It follows that the self existed 
before it began to animate the body of this life and will exist 
after it ceases to animate it. Death has no meaning except as a 
process of life. Death is a condition, not a denial of life. 
Disintegration of substance and change of form are constant 
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processes of all living beings. One span of life ends to give place 
to another. 

A single life, in many cases, is not enough for achieving 
perfection, if there are other lives they must be continuous with 
the present one. God’s love being unlimited, the opportunities 
not made use of in one life will be renewed in other lives till the 
spirit finds its fulfilment. 

If every soul is created at birth, why should it be created 
sinful? Notable Christian thinkers like Paul, Augustine and 
Calvin adopt the view of original sin. The soul must at least be 
born without sin whatever it may make of itself later. It must be 
born free though it may forge for itself chains later. Some are 
born from birth deformed and tortured with disease or into 
circumstances of extreme squalor and misery while others are 
born into lives of health, ease and happiness. The souls are made 
to assume bodies with their qualities, capacities and defects 
made for them and for the use of which they are made respon¬ 
sible, though they are fortuitously connected with them. We 
are made helpless by what we are and are held accountable for 
what we shall be, which is largely determined by what we are 
originally. We start on an unequal level. It offends our logical 
and ethical sense to assume that a Socrates and a sinner are 
endowed with different constitutions to strive for eternal life, 
and if the sinner fails it cannot be a matter for surprise. He 
made the best of his bad equipment. If the inequalities are to be 
traced to God, he cannot be freed from the accusations of 
partiality and favouritism. Again, if every time a baby is born 
a new soul is created, the universe will be capable of infinite 
increase. 

Though the rise of human souls may be a mystery of faith, 
the best explanation we can think of is that the physical act 
provides a body for a soul which awaits rebirth. The soul is not 
something created at birfh. Life here is an episode in a larger 
life, involving a succession of alternate births and deaths. 
Individual souls follow their course and their present fortunes 
depend on the past in an organic and indissoluble manner. 
Growth is the character of the soul. As a living organism, it is 
modified by the life it chooses and the way it acts. The forms 
and properties of matter, plants and animals do not come into 
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existence all of a sudden. The objects of nature develop from 
stage to stage and, at every stage, nature takes up its past and 
transforms it into the stuff of its new development. Human 
nature is not an exception to this rule. It is logical to assume 
that the soul has developed continuously from almost nothing 
at the earlier limit of time like a ripple spreading out from 
a centre. Each soul would appear to be coeval not only with the 
universe but with time itself. It is this fact that binds him with 
the physical and organic conditions of the world. From the first 
the world is equally real with himself. The two, the individual 
and the world, coexist and subsist together. The individual is 
placed in an environment which he has chosen, his own natural 
environment, that which answers to his character. Man is bom 
into the world which he has made. 1 The variety of the world is 
born of karma . 2 

Survival of Death and Personal Immortality 

When wc think of a person, we think of his body and 
character, thoughts and feelings which are connected with and 
conditioned by the body. The belief that we will recognise our 
friends in another world assumes that personal characteristics 
are immortal but if by personality we mean the psychophysical 
organism which was born at a certain date and grew up for a 
number of years and died at a certain date, it is difficult to say 
which part of this organism, which is compacted of qualities, 
physical and mental, inherited and acquired would be preserved, 
when it is attached to another body or set down in another time 
and place. Rebirth means that there is change in the physical 
and even some mental characteristics. Disappearance of body 
makes a difference to the subtle body as there are psychic 
elements which have no function except in relation to the body. 
The persistence of the results of experience is different from the 
resuscitation of personality. 

What is it that survives death, if it is not the body? When 
Yajnavalkya was asked, 'When the speech of a dead person 
enters into fire, the breath into air, the eye into the sun, the 
mind into the moon, the hearing into the quarters, the soul into 

1 krtani lokam pur u so’bid jay at e. Satapatha Brdhmana. VI. 2. 2. 27. 

2 kdrmajam loka-vaicitryam . Abhidharma-ko&a. IV. 
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the ether . . . what then becomes of this person?', he answered 
‘verily one becomes good by good actions, bad by bad actions’. 
The lessons learnt at any stage are carried over into the next. 
Manu says ‘The only friend who follows men even after death is 
dharma ; for everything else is lost at the same time when the 
body perishes’. 1 Whatever our character and knowledge in the 
flesh may be, we arrive with them in the next state. 2 They are 
the all-commanding things that ultimately matter. Our rank in 
the scale of being depends on the powers which we exercise and 
the objects which we contemplate. We become what we love and 
care about. The knowledge we painfully acquire and the 
character we develop are carried over to the next life. ‘Verily 
man consists of purpose [kratu-maya] and according to the 
completeness of his understanding when he departs this world, 
thus he becomes after having passed away.’ 3 He will find 
himself in an environment similar to that to which he is 
adjusted here. The scribes and the pharisees have their reward 
for ambition and self-seeking and the craven soul in emptiness of 
spirit. We must accept our wages, high and noble or petty 
and shameful, and cast ourselves afresh on the adventure of 
life. Man grows and flourishes and when at the end of a single 
life he dies, he leaves behind a seed from which a new plant 
grows. Man is his own heir, his own ancestor. 

Life is not a mechanical recurrence but a significant process. 
We cannot say that the wheel turns ceaselessly, creating souls 
whose ideal is to cease to exist. Even in the material world, we 
have not got mere mechanical recurrence. Rebirth is not an 
eternal recurrence leading nowhere but a movement from man 
the animal to man the divine, a unique beginning to a unique 
end, from wild life in the jungle to a future Kingdom of God. 
The soul is constantly performing the miracle of self-embodi¬ 
ment which is a means for self-renewal, a growth into light. 4 

1 B.U. III. 2. 13. Manu VIII. 7: see also XI. 51-81. 

* Cp. Revelation xiv. 13. ‘They rest from their labours and their works follow 
them/ 

8 Satapatha Brahmana X. 6. 3. 1. See also C.U. III. 14. 1. 

4 Lessing asks: ‘Why should not every individual man have existed more 
than once upon this world? Is this hypothesis laughable merely because it is 
the oldest? . . . Why should I not come back as often as I am capable of 
acquiring fresh knowledge, fresh expertness?' 

G 
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The Law of Karma 

There is one law for the whole universe for all existence is one 
existence. There is, however, a persistent variety in existence. 
The law of karma tells us that as in the physical world, in the 
mental and moral world also there is law. The world is an 
ordered cosmos. What we sow we will reap. The law of karma 
governs the growth of the human individual. Our acts determine 
our character which in turn determines our acts. An individual 
is full of desire. 1 Desire is said to be the agent of action, the 
impeller of action. 2 

The law of karma emphasises the importance of conduct. Man 
is continually shaping his destiny. The piling up of the past 
goes on without interruption. Each thought, each action has 
definitive consequences. 'What a man wills he does; what he 
does even so he becomes/ 3 'As a calf finds its mother among a 
thousand cows, so does the deed previously done follow after the 
doer/ 4 We can never separate ourselves from our past. 6 We may 
completely recover from a disease, sincerely repent for a wrong 
deed but we bear for ever the scar of these events. A well-known 
verse in the Garuda Purdna tells us that the results of our deeds, 
good or evil, must be experienced; those that are not experienced 
do not fade away even in hundreds of millions of ages. 6 The 
universe is ethically sound. Even as the world would be a 
logical contradiction without the reign of law, it would be a 
moral chaos without the moral law. The law of karma is not a 
blind necessity or a mechanical rule but simply the organic 
nature of life where each successive phase grows inevitably from 

1 kdma-mayah purusah. B.U. III. 9. 11. 

2 Hamafy karld kama)h karayitd. 8 B.U. IV. 4-5. 

4 yathd dhenu-sahasresu vatso vindati mataram 
tatha purva-kriam karma kartdram anugacchati. M.B. 

6anti parva 15. 56. 

6 Cp. Coleridge: ‘It may be more possible for heaven and earth to pass away 
than that a single act, a single thought should be loosened or lost from that 
living chain of causes with all the links of which the free will, our only absolute 
self, is coextensive and copresent. And this, perchance, is that dread book of 
judgment in the mysterious hieroglyphics of which every idle word is recorded.’ 
Biographia Literaria, Vol. I. 2nd edition, p. 119. Marcus Aurelius says: ‘Of 
whatever colour are the thoughts you think often, to that colour does your 
mind grow, for the soul is dyed by its thoughts.’ Meditations V. 16. 
e avasyam eva bhoktavyam krtam karma subhdhubham 
ndbhuktam kslyate karma kalpa-koti-satair api. 
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what has gone before. The law of karma intensifies our sense of 
the tremendous significance of every decision we make for the 
right or the wrong. Every choice has an influence on our whole 
moral being not merely for this life but for ever. 

Karma and Freedom 

If we reduce the spiritual to the animal, free self-determination 
will be replaced by rigid coercion. The roots of our existence lie 
in the transcendent sphere. All the time our existence where 
law or karma prevails points and strives beyond itself. If man 
were a mere object of study in physiology, if he were a mere 
mind described by psychology, his conduct would be governed 
by the law of necessity. But man is not just a natural and 
historical product. He is aware of himself as a free being. He is 
not altogether self-made. He exists by virtue of something other 
than himself, something transcendent to his existence. There is 
in us the Eternal different from the limited chain of causes and 
effects in the phenomenal world. An objective account of human 
consciousness is not the whole truth about man. Man is aware of 
himself not only as an object in the world but as an individual 
subject, the active source of what he is and does. From this 
point of view the Transcendence speaks to us from our innermost 
depths, through our freedom. We must acknowledge the 
material needs of our existence, otherwise we are not alive; we 
must admit our relation to the Supreme, otherwise we are not 
true. 

Evil is not disobedience. It is corruption, moral obliquity by 
which we abuse our creative powers. When the soul of man 
realises that it is one with the power of Self-existence which 
manifests the universe, it ceases to be bound by karma . Mind, 
life and body become its apparatus. In man is the seed of all 
creation. Man is one with the Supreme in his innermost being 
and the spirit in him is superior to his karma but when he 
mistakes himself for the ego his will is not altogether free. The 
individual will and personality are bound by many things 
physical and vital: heredity, past creation of our mental nature 
and environmental forces, but the soul is greater than its 
present form. 

Karma refers to the limiting force of our equipment and 
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environment; freedom refers to human plasticity, the variety of 
possible development opening before a man endowed with a 
definite character. Spirit is the negation of all inertia. From the 
point of view of Spirit, there are no good habits and bad habits. 
All habits are bad. With every habit we form, man's original 
freedom congeals into bondage. All fixation is a victory of 
routine over initiative, of inertia over freedom. 

Human freedom has to reckon with the necessary law 
according to which character as modified up to date tends to 
express itself. If we do not exercise our creative choice, what 
has been done will rule completely what shall be done. What we 
have done is past and unalterable. It has entered into us and 
become a part of us. Character is destiny. 1 If the present state of 
man is the product of a long past, he can change what he has 
made. His past which he has built for himself and his present 
environment may offer obstacles to him but they will all yield 
in the end to the will in him in proportion to its sincerity and 
insistence. Life is a constant self-creation. 

Karma and Predestination 

The law of karma has nothing in common with the popular 
teaching that rewards and punishments are dependent on the 
arbitrary will of God. If God predestines us for weal or woe 
regardless of what we do, it is no use bothering about what we 
do. Karma is not predestination. Augustine’s teaching that only 
a small fraction of humanity, ,the elect, are destined to bliss 
while the many are 'reprobate’, predetermined to everlasting 
damnation, is contradicted by the law of karma which affirms 
that by doing what is in our power we can dispose the mind to 
the love of the Eternal and attain salvation. Man’s instinctive 

1 Cp. 'Destiny is nothing but what inevitably happens as the good or bad 
results of our efforts already put forth.’ 

siddhasya pauruseneha phalasya phala-sdlina. Yogav&Sislha. 
snbhdsubhdrtha-sampattir daiva-iabdena kathyate . Yogava'sistha. II. 9. 4. 
Destiny is the result of our past efforts, prdktanam paurusam II. 6. 4. Even as 
one endeavours, so one achieves. The present can overcome the past (II. 5. 12). 
yathd yathd prayatnah syad bhaved asu phalam tathd 
iti panrn§am evdsti daivam astu tadeva ca. II. 6. 2. 

The fools who believe that everything is in the hands of destiny are ruined. 
daivdttam iti many ante ye katas te kubuddhayafy II. 5. 29. The Rdmayaya asks us 
to overcome fate by human efforts: daivam purusakareyia nivartayitum arhasi. 
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sense of justice is bewildered by the bland relegation of a large 
part of humanity to everlasting torment. If the law of karma is 
the will of the highest wisdom and God is the sovereign who 
works the law, then our future may be regarded indifferently as 
either the fulfilment of the law or a gift of God. If we are 
rationally-minded we say that the future life is a natural and 
necessary consequence of the first; if we are theistically-minded, 
that it is due to the intervention of God who rewards the 
righteous and punishes the wicked in the manner of an earthly 
sovereign. If his will is not arbitrary or capricious but wholly 
reasonable and right, its operations are rational and necessary. 
God has so ordered the world that if a man lives rightly 
he will achieve salvation but there is no grace, no free gift 
of God to enable him to do so. God, of course, is the only 
source and guarantee. God seeks to draw us, to persuade 
us but we can resist him. When we resist him, we find 
ourselves up against punishment. This principle is worked 
into the moral structure of things. It makes evil in the long 
run self-defeating. 

God is the universal background providing for the multiple 
manifestation, the actualisation of the different possibilities. 
5 . argues that even as rain helps the growth of the different 
seeds into their own respective plants, so does God serve as the 
universal concomitant or the unvarying condition in the 
creation of human beings, while each one's karma determines 
what he grows into. 1 For him the rise of the world is due to 
moral necessity. The accumulated karma of the past requires 
expiation. The need for moral consummation and continuity 
brings the world into being. 

The Law of Karma and Prayer 

If karma determines our future, has prayer any use? Can God 
forgive in answer to prayer? R. says: That man who acts with 
the determination to be wholly on the side of the Supreme 
Person, the Lord blesses by himself creating in him a taste for 
such actions only as are a means to attaining him and are 
extremely good. But he punishes the man who acts with the 
determination to be wholly against him by creating in him a 

1 $.B. II. 1. 34. 
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taste for such actions as stand in the way of attaining him and 
lead him downward/ 1 

Ethical Value of the Law of Karma 

To those discouraged by life's disabilities, the doctrine of 
karma teaches patience and persistent endeavour. When we 
see the long procession of men either deformed in body or 
warped in mind, with faint hearts and weak wills, we should not 
judge them harshly. When man is set alone against the vast 
background of his destiny, when he finds that he cannot defy 
his fate and unfaltering despair overtakes him, belief in karma 
steadies his nature. For most of us it may appear that we are 
playing a part that we have not chosen, in a play which does not 
interest us. Life to such may seem a dull proceeding and they 
may pass through it with a certain listlessness. The principle of 
karma tells us that we earned this particular life, indeed we chose 
it. Our lives are self-begotten and self-born. If what we are is due 
to what we did, we will be even as we now do. It is open to us to 
remake our life even as we will have it. The future is not a 
finished product like the past. 

E. SOME OBJECTIONS TO THE HYPOTHESIS OF 

REBIRTH 


Lack of Memory 

There is reason for the old belief that between each fresh life, 
the soul or the ego of the individual drinks of the waters of 
Lethe. In other words memory of the past is obliterated by the 
transition from life on another plane to life on earth. The 
Bhdgavata Burma says that death is absolute forgetfulness. 2 
If we do not know that we enjoy or suffer in this life on account 
of our deeds in a previous life, we cannot be said to profit by 
experience. If we do not know why we suffer, our suffering is 
not a safeguard against the repetition of our evil deeds. 3 Since 

1 R.B. II. 3. 4. 8 mrtyur atyanta-vismrtify. 

* Ih-ofessor Pringle Pattison, quoting Leibniz, writes: ‘What good, Sir, would 
it do you to become king of China on condition that you forget what you have 
been? Would it not be the same as if God, at the moment he destroyed you, 
were to create a king of China.' Idea of Immortality, p. 125. 
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there is complete discontinuity of consciousness between one 
life and the next, the reward or punishment cannot in any 
intelligible sense be experienced by him who has deserved it. If 
one who has abused his intellectual gifts is reborn as an idiot, 
how does it help? Our present lives may be continuous with past 
lives but it does not make any difference so long as we do not 
remember the fact. 

We have no clear ideas about the mechanism of memory, 
how it inheres and is perpetuated in this life. We do not know 
how precisely experiences are stored in the organism and by 
what means they are revived. Psychical dispositions are for 
James Ward the basis of memory when the cerebral states are 
shattered. William James makes memory f a physiological 
quality given once for all with its organisations which we can 
never hope to change*. G. F. Stout speaks of psychophysical 
dispositions. Bergson holds that memories are indestructible 
psychical entities and as immaterial they have no particular 
location in space. These memories hang together in associated 
systems. In Matter and Memory Bergson suggests that the true 
function of the brain is not to enable us to remember things but 
to forget them. But for this eliminating power of the brain, 
crowds of recollections which are irrelevant to the purpose in 
hand would overtake us, making it difficult for us to deal with 
immediate issues. The brain acts as a kind of sieve allowing only 
those memories to pass which have relevance to the present 
situation. Bergson assumes that our experience as it develops 
itself leaves behind an integral record, complete to the minutest 
details. When a new situation confronts us and the need for 
constructive action arises, memory images from the past attach 
themselves to the present perception, interpreting it. The 
memories are the acted past and the present consciousness may 
be active in selecting but the memories themselves are acted, 
not active. In Freud's view the constituents of the soul are not 
past actions but present active wishes repressed and more or 
less actively controlled but producing conflict in their struggle 
to rise to consciousness and reach fulfilment. Memories are, for 
him, not pictures hung up in the halls of the mind but active 
vibrant centres. The unconscious memories keep the un¬ 
conscious part of our mind alive and occasionally by pressing 
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through the boundary that separates the unconscious from the 
conscious, bring back varied associations into conscious 
memory. 

In any experience we have two elements. Suppose we cut our 
finger we have (i) the series of events that produce the pain: the 
misadventure in handling the knife, the cut, the bleeding, (ii) the 
sense of pain. The first is in the background while the second 
holds the centre. Gradually even the second recedes into the 
background leaving behind not a direct memory as an event but 
an indirect memory or a tendency to be careful in the handling 
of knives. If the tendencies persist, it does not matter if the 
memories lapse. The trained musician plays with a mind free 
from all recollection of the details of the past labour of learning 
notes. His fingers remember them and his subconscious mind 
stores the experience. Reflective knowledge results in an 
instinctive endowment. Wisdom does not consist in vast stores 
of knowledge but in the ability to profit by experience. Though 
we may not have conscious memory there is a persistence of 
dispositions and tendencies. Though at death we may lose the 
memory of the detailed knowledge and the skill and the habits, 
still we start our next life in consequence of having possessed 
these with more efficient dispositions and a greater power to 
reacquire the detailed knowledge and insight. 1 

Active memory does not seem to be essential for personal 
identity. Forgetting may perhaps be essential for making a 
fresh start. Providence has been more beneficent in bestowing 
on us the gift of forgetting. We do not deny our existence as 
an infant or an embryo simply because we do not remember 
them. Much passes into oblivion even in this life. We cannot 
identify the infant with the grown-up man if memory of the 
earlier stage is regarded as essential. Individuality does not 
depend on memory. Simply because we forget the experiences 
of our infancy, we do not believe that it is not we who had 
them. The unconscious processes do not form a part of the 
conscious ego but belong to the totality of the individual. 
Simply because the ego is not conscious of them we cannot deny 
their existence for they reveal themselves in and determine the 

1 See McTaggart: Some Dogmas of Religion (1906), pp. 127-37: The Nature of 
Existence, Vol. II (1927), pp. 385-96. 
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individual's behaviour. If, without a memory of our previous 
life, we still think that the present life has positive value, 
absence of memory of previous lives need not be taken as a fatal 
objection. The hypothesis of rebirth admits that there is a 
breach of consciousness and yet affirms continuity of self. While 
memory fades, the modifications remain, the attitude of mind, 
the habit of judgment, the dispositions of character survive in 
the new individuality and form its basis. 

It is also held that the illumined by the development of 
psychic powers are able to recollect their past births. 1 Individual 
cases of memory of past lives are reported. 

Inequalities may be due to Heredity 

Simply because we are ignorant of the cause of the inequality 
of human circumstance, we need not postulate previous 
existences. Inequality is a law of nature which we find in plants 
and animals also. It is not uncaused, however. The differences in 
natural endowment can all be traced to heredity. Pre-existence 
need not be assumed. The nature of any organism is largely 
determined by that of its biological ancestors. Heredity 
expresses the large resemblance between parents and children. 

Heredity means the transmission of physical form and 
biological characteristics from a previous life. A lion generates 
a lion, not a horse or a tiger. Things transmitted are not only 
physical and biological but psychical also, mental powers and 
tendencies. If we hold that man's whole nature is derived 
from his physical birth, that the body and mind of the indi¬ 
vidual are only a continuation of the body and mind of his 
ancestors, then the individual has no past being independent of 
his ancestors, or future independent of his descendants. He 
prolongs himself in his progeny and there is no rebirth for him. 
No continued stream of individuality survives the death of the 

1 Yoga Sutra II. 30; Upaskara on Vaisesika Sutra V. 2. 18; VI. 2. 16. 
Compare also the romantic story of Apollonius of Tyana and the later legendary 
lives of Pythagoras. See the B.G. IV. 5. 

The Buddha, according to ASvaghosa, remembered his past births: 

Tn recollection all former births passed before his eyes. Born in such a 
place, of such a name, and downwards to his present birth, so through 
hundreds, thousands, myriads, all his births and deaths he knew.' Buddha - 
carita. Samuel Beal’s E.T. 

G* 
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a view prevailed in the West among the philosophers of the 
later Platonic school. 1 It is the product of a number of varying 
tendencies, (i) The view that animals have souls is held by many 
primitive tribes and when they were accepted in the Hindu fold, 
their view affected the eschatological speculations of the 
Hindus, (ii) An obscure sense of the unity of all creation and 
that the souls of all living things are of like nature helped to 
foster it. There is something which binds us to all the children 
of the earth. All forms of life are ultimately identical, (iii) As the 
hypothesis of rebirth in animal bodies tended to increase the 
respect for animal life, those who were sympathetically inclined 
towards it did not discountenance this doctrine. When one 
considers the wanton destruction and needless suffering we have 
inflicted on the animal creation, a doctrine which fosters a 
disinterested love of animals is not to be discouraged. Our 
general idea is that animals exist to provide food and clothes for 
men and women. To see and delight in an animal for its own 
sake involves a high development of charity and selflessness. 

These different tendencies found expression in this extrava¬ 
gance of the rebirth hypothesis. 

While we must be earnest with the idea of development, we 
must not pull down the higher or exalt the lower. While we must 
recognise the identity of principle in the whole universe, we 
must not abolish the wealth of varieties and stages of progress in 
which the single principle has found realisation. We must admit 
our kinship with the lower animals 2 but the difference is also 
fundamental. Release from rebirth is dependent on knowledge 

1 The religious poem Katharmoi of Empedocles speaks of the fall of the soul 
and the ways by which it may attain the purity which is necessary, if it is to 
return to its primitive state of blessedness. In the process, it is said, it may go 
through all kinds of mortal shapes including those of men, animals and plants. 
In the course of his Purifications, Empedocles states: T have already been 
a youth and a maid, a bush, a bird and a dumb fish of the sea/ Guthrie: 
Orpheus and Greek Religion (1935), p. 175. 

* Cp. Bradley: 'The frank recognition of a common parentage leaves us still 
the rulers of our poor relations, but breaks down the barrier which encourages 
our cruelty, our disregard for their miseries and contempt for their love. And 
when this moral prejudice is gone, our intellectual prejudice will not long 
survive. We shall not study the lower animals with the view to make out a case 
or a claim, but for the pleasure of finding our own souls again in a different 
form; and for the sake, I may add, of understanding better our own develop¬ 
ment/ Principles of Logic , Vol. II, p. 514. 
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and conduct of which only human beings are capable and, if 
once we enter animal life, they become impossible. How can a 
soul which has once sunk down to an animal life become ethi¬ 
cally deserving? When it is said that the human soul suffers the 
indignity of animal life, the suggestion is figurative, not literal. 
It means that it is reborn to an irrational existence comparable 
to animal life, and not that it is actually attached to the body of 
an animal. 1 Those who so vehemently protest against the 
rebirth of human souls in animal bodies on the ground that it is 
incompatible with the organic relation between soul and body 
must admit that this very organic conception requires us to 
assume that souls will acquire bodies similar to those which 
they have abandoned at death. 

The Mechanism of Rebirth 

In regard to the modus operandi of rebirth, different views 
are held. McTaggart argues that 'souls somehow steer their way 
back to a suitable rebirth'. 'Each person enters into connection 
with the body that it is most fitted to be connected with/ 2 As 
there can be no continuity of life without continuity of organism, 
a subtle body which carries the impress of its past tendencies 3 * * * * 8 is 
assumed. The gross body (sthiila sarira) is supported by the 
physical life-force which courses through the whole nervous 
system and which distinguishes our bodily action from that of 
an inert mechanical being. It is only the outer instrument. 
When it disappears the soul is not formless. An individual 
existence is always conditioned by an organic substratum. 


1 Dr E. B. Tylor writes: 'So it may seem that the original idea of trans¬ 

migration was the straightforward and reasonable one of human souls being 

reborn in new human bodies. . . . The beast is the very incarnation of familiar 
qualities of man; and such names as lion, bear, fox, owl, parrot, viper, worm, 

when we apply them as epithets to men, condense into a word some leading 
feature of human life.' Primitive Culture (London, 1891), ii. 17. Dr L. A. 

’Waddell writes: 'The pig symbolises the ignorance of stupidity; the cock 

animal desire or lust; and the snake anger.’ Gazetteer of Sikkim, ed. by H. H. 
Risley, p. 267, 

* Studies on Hegelian Cosmology, pp. 45 ff. 

8 What departs from the body at death is manas (mind), the five senses of 
knowledge and the five of action, the five subtle elements, life (prana) and 
merit (punya) and demerit (papa). C.U. V. 3. 3; V. 9. 1. B.U. IV. 4. 3, 5 and 6; 
VI. 2. 4 and 15; Maitri U . VI. 10; B.G. XV. 7 and 8; Manu XII. 16-17; B.S. 
III. 1. 1-7. 
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Human life is always attached to some vehicle and we need not 
assume that the forms of matter with which we are familiar are 
the only forms that exist in the universe. When the gross body 
drops, the soul is accompanied by the subtle body, transparent 
and invisible though material. It is the basis for consciousness 
and memory. We cannot localise subtle bodies which survive 
physical death. The subtle body is the reflex image of our 
personality in all its phases. The linga-sanra is the carrier of 
karma and assumes a body which, though different from the 
present one, is not altogether discontinuous with it. It is 
sometimes said that when the self leaves the body, it leaves with 
vijhdna which 6. equates with determinate consciousness due to 
vdsand and vidyd, karma and purva-jndna. £. admits that the 
individual, when he passes from one body to another, possesses 
primary prana , senses, and tnanas, also avidyci , karma and 
previous experience. Th ejtva carries with it the subtle elements 
forming the basis of the body. 1 In the story of Savitri, it is said 
that Yama extracted from the gross body of Satyavan the self 
which is of the size of a thumb. 2 The subtle body is said to have 
form. At the point of death, as the servants of a king gather 
round him when he starts on a voyage, so all the vital functions 
and faculties of an individual gather around the living soul, 
when it is about to withdraw from its bodily form. 3 The diman 
or the Universal Self which is present as sdksin throughout 
successive experiences is a mere spectator. 

History of the Doctrine 

Belief in rebirth is widespread in the East and is not unknown 
in the West. Pythagoras and Plato suggested this theory as an 
explanation for the inequalities of life. Plato in the famous myth 
of Er towards the end of his Republic shows the disciplinary 
value of suffering. Virgil, the Mystery religions, the Neo- 
plat onists supported the theory of rebirth. Plotinus says: 'Such 
things as happen to the good without justice, as punishments, 

1 dehabljair, bhutasuksmaib samparisvaktah. B.S. III. 1. 1. 

1 anguffha-tnatram purusam nikcakar$a yamo baldt. M.B. Vanaparva 
20. 6. 16. 

* B.U. IV. 3. 28. The process of death and rebirth according to Tibetan 
Buddhism is given in The Tibetan Book of the Dead , ed. by W. Y. Evans- 
Wentz, third edition (1957). 
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or poverty, or disease, may be said to take place through 
offences committed in a former life/ 1 
Caesar reports that the Druids had a belief that 'the soul does 
not perish, but after death passes from one body to another'. 
The Cathari taught that the wicked would be reborn in the 
bodies of animals. Recent anthropological investigations reveal 
that many African peoples hold the belief in rebirth. Josephus 
tells us that ‘pure and obedient souls obtain a most holy place 
in Heaven from whence in the revolution of the ages they are 
sent again into pure bodies/ 2 The general Jewish belief, however, 
is a resurrection to bodily life on earth. The case of the man 
born blind is used to suggest belief in pre-existence. If he is not 
born blind as the result of his own sin it should be due to his 
conduct in a previous life. Among Christian thinkers Origen 
believed in the pre-existence of the soul though he held that 
after death the soul passed into a resurrection body. Jerome 
believed in pre-existence. Augustine did not deny it, and there 
was hesitation about the doctrine till the time of Gregory the 
Great. The Second Council of Constantinople in a.d. 553 issued 
a pronunciamiento : ‘Whoever shall support the mythical 
doctrine of the pre-existence of the soul and the consequent 
wonderful opinion of its return, let him be anathema/ There¬ 
after belief in rebirth became a heretical doctrine. 

In recent times owing to the spread of the knowledge of the 
teachings of Eastern religions a few Western thinkers have been 
attracted to this hypothesis. Schopenhauer admits the useful¬ 
ness of this doctrine. 3 Sir William Jones, in his letter to Earl 
Spencer dated September 4, 1787, wrote: ‘I am no Hindu; but 
I hold the doctrine of the Hindus concerning a future state to be 
incomparably more rational, more pious, and more likely to 
deter men from vice, than the horrid opinions inculcated by 
Christians on punishments without end/ 4 For McTaggart, the 

1 T. Taylor: The Select Works of Plotinus (1914), p. 229. 

* Antiquities XVIII. 1. 3. 

3 Cp. Wordsworth: ‘Our birth is but a sleep and a forgetting/ 

Rosctti: T have been here before. 

But where or how I cannot tell/ 

4 See Arberry: Asiatic Jones (1946), p. 37. 

Cp. G. Lowes Dickinson: ‘If we are to hold, as we must, I believe, if we are to 
be optimists, that there is some definite goal to be reached by all individuals in 
a temporal process, then the notion of a series of successive existences, in the 
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universe is not a person but a society of persons, eternal and 
perfect, each of whom is in love with one or more of the others. 
Moreover, it is probable that each human mind, as it really is, 
is identical with one of these persons. Each one of us is, there¬ 
fore, eternal in reality and this eternity probably appears sub 
specie temporis as persistence throughout the whole of past and 
future time. This existence is split up into a sequence of many 
successive lives each beginning with a birth and ending with a 
death. Belief in rebirth seems to be the least unsatisfactory of 
the views held about the future of the human being after death. 


F. LIFE ETERNAL 
Union with Brahman 

Release is life in spiritual consciousness; rebirth is life in 
becoming. Eternal life is a new life into which we are born by a 
direct contact with the Divine. It is not a prolongation of the 
natural life into an indefinitely extended future. Eternity is not 
endless continuity. 

As we have seen any attempt to describe spiritual experience 
in human language involves the clothing of the truth in imagery 
borrowed from the thought-forms of time. Even as the Supreme 
Reality is envisaged in the four forms of the Absolute Brahman , 
Personal Isvara , the world-soul and the world, the liberated has 
the feeling of oneness with Brahman , communion with Isvara 
and co-operation with the world-soul for the betterment of the 
world. S. says that the highest goal of life is the realisation of 
Brahman . 1 Since the Absolute is indescribable the state of 
union with the Absolute is also indescribable. 2 The self realises 
its true nature and its difference from the empirical order. It is 

course of which all are gradually purified and made fit for the heaven they are 
ultimately to attain, would seem to be the one least open to objection. It is also, 
I think, the one which is gradually popularising itself among those, who, 
without being students of philosophy, feel an intimate interest in its problems, 
and are not satisfied with the Christian solution/ 

1 brahmavagatir hi purusdrthafr. S.B. I. i. i. 

* Cp. Suita Nipata: ‘He who (like the sun) has gone to rest is comparable to 
nothing whatsoever. The notions through which his reality can be expressed 
are simply not to be found. All ideas are nothing as bearing upon him; hence all 
modes of speech are, with respect to him, unavailing/ 5, 7, 8. 
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an individual realisation of the Supreme by the individual soul. 
This is not thinking but seeing, a change of being. 1 According to 
£., this realisation is a modification of the internal organ 
generated in the mind aided by the impressions produced by 
hearing, reflection, etc. This, while destroying the ignorance 
leading to the apprehension of the world as real, roots itself out 
as well, not being distinct from the universe. 2 

£. makes out that the attainment of moksa is not the 
destruction of the world but only the displacement of a false 
view of the world. 3 The world has Brahman for its true nature 
and not vice versa. The cognition of Brahman is effected by the 
dissolution of the view of the reality of names and forms. 
Otherwise the first released person would have destroyed the 
world once for all so that at present the whole world would be 
empty, earth and all other substances having been finally 
annihilated. 4 

The life of union with Brahman is described in different ways. 
It is said that nothing remains of the individual whether as to 
name or likeness ( ndma-rupa) 5 but only the Universal Reality. 
He becomes the Self that seems to have been determined or 

1 na brahma-jhdna-mdtram sdmsdrika-nivrtti-karanam api tu saksdtkara- 
paryantam. Bhamati I. i. 4.; see also I. 1. 1. 

* brahma-sdksatkdras cdntahkarana-vrtli-bhedah sravana-mananddi-janita- 
sarhskdra-saciva mano-janma. sa ca nikhila-prapanca-mahendra-jdla-sdksdtkdram 
sa-mulam unmulayan dtmdnam apt prapancatvavitesad unmulayati. 

8 brahma-svabhavo hi prapaheo na prapanca-svabhdvam brahma, tena nama- 
rupa-prapanca-pravildpanena brahma-taUvavabodho bhavati. 

4 ekena eddimuhtena prthivyadi-pravilayah krta itldanlm prthivyadisunyam 
jagad abhavisyat . S.B. III. 2. 21. 

6 For a Buddhist version see Anguttara Nikaya IV. 1. 8. 

‘Just as the flowing streams that move towards the sea, on reaching it, are 
coming home, their name and shape are broken down and one speaks only of 
the sea, even so of this witness the sixteen parts that move towards the Person, 
when they reach the Person are coming home, their name and shape are 
broken down and one speaks only of the Person. As the drop becomes the ocean, 
so the soul is deified, losing her name and work, but not her essence.’ Eckhart 
Pfeiffer’s Edition, p. 314. 

Cp. Ruysbroek: ‘All men who are exalted above their creatureliness into a 
contemplative life are with this Divine glory—yea, are that glory, and they see 
and feel and find in themselves by means of this Divine light that they are the 
same ground as to their uncreated nature. Wherefore contemplative men 
should rise above reason and distinction and gaze perpetually by the aid of 
their inborn light, and so they become transformed, and one wills the same 
light by means of which they see and which they are.* Quoted by Inge: 
Christian Mysticism, p. 189. 
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particularised but is in fact impartible. Any kind of embodiment 
or individuality is regarded as a descent from the truth of being, 
a bondage to ignorance and desire, a self-forgetfulness of spirit. 
Freedom is absolute identification of the finite with the Infinite. 
B.U. describes the state of liberation thus: ‘As a man when in 
the embrace of his beloved wife, knows nothing without or 
within, so the person when in the embrace of the Intelligent 
Self knows nothing without or within. That, verily, is his form 
in which his desire is fulfilled, in which the Self is his desire, in 
which he is without desire, free from any sorrow / 1 According to 
the Prasna U. the freed individuals lose their specific individu¬ 
alities when they merge themselves in the Supreme Self, even 
as rivers that flow into the sea lose their names and forms in it. 
‘As on the destruction of the jar, etc., the ether enclosed in the 
jar, etc., merges in the dkclsa [the vast expanse of ether], even 
so the individuals merge in the Universal Spirit / 2 

Communion with the Divine Isvara 

The released soul retains its distinct individuality and 
becomes a mover at will, kdma-edrin , whose will indeed is no 

1 IV. 3. 21. 

* Gaudapada on Karikd on Ma. U. III. 40. 

Meistcr Eckhart says: ‘If therefore I am changed into God and He makes me 
one with Himself, then, by the living God, there is no distinction between us. 

. . . Some people imagine that they are going to see God, that they are going to 
see God as if He were standing yonder, and they here, but it is not to be so. 
God and I: we are one. By knowing God I take Him to myself. By loving God, 
I penetrate Him.' Meister Eckhart, E.T. by R. B. Blakney (1941), pp. 181-2. 

St Catherine of Genoa cried: ‘My one is God, nor do I recognise any other 
one except my God himself.’ 

St John of the Cross likened the soul in search of God to a log of wood which 
is consumed by fire in which the fire only is operative. ‘The soul that is in a 
state of transformation of love may be said to be, in its ordinary habit, like 
to the log of wood that is continually assailed by the fire; and the acts of this 
soul are the flame that arises from the fire of love: the more intense is the fire 
of union, the more vehemently does its flame issue forth. In the which flame 
the acts of the will are united and rise upward, being carried away and 
absorbed in the flame of the Holy Spirit, even as the angel rose upward to 
God in the flame of the sacrifice of Manue. In this state, therefore, the soul 
can perform no acts, but it is the Holy Spirit that moves it to perform them; 
wherefore all its acts are Divine, since it is impelled and moved to them by 
God. Hence it seems to the soul that whensoever this flame breaks forth, 
causing it to love with the Divine temper and sweetness, it is granting it 
eternal life, since it raises it to the operation of God in God.' The Living Flame 
of Love, tr. by E. Allison Peers (1953), pp. 18-19. 
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longer his own. M.U. says that he attains divine likeness . 1 For 
R., the distinction between the individual soul and the Universal 
Self is real and so the two can never become one. Eternal life is 
love of God. It is essentially restful because the soul rests in God 
who is sufficient in himself and good unconditionally. Its only 
desire is to make its love more and more intense and absorbing. 
There is not with R. any question of the identity of the individual 
soul with God for such an absorption is not permissible in his 
philosophy. Love depends on a relation between two persons. 
The released soul has all the exalted qualities of the Divine 
except a few special prerogatives such as those of creatorship, 
etc. 

For Madhva life eternal is life in the presence of the Deity. 
For him difference is fundamental and obtains even in the state 
of release. 

For £., liberation is identification with the Self, sa-atmaka\ 
for R. it is direct contact with the Supreme, sa-yujyatd ; for 
Madhva it is proximity to the Supreme, sa-lokata. 

The author of the B.S. denies to the released souls the right to 
participate in the cosmic functions of the Lord. Badarayana 
gives us the view's of Jaimini and Audulomi. Jaimini holds that 
the individual in the state of release becomes invested with the 
highest attributes of Isvara or the Personal God . 2 Release is 
regarded as the attainment of an unconditioned state where all 
traces of the manifested world disappear ( prapahcopaiama ). 
Audulomi maintains that the released soul attains the state of 
pure consciousness. The state of absolute release is oneness 
of the individual self with the Super-personal Absolute which 
is the substratum of the world of experience. The unreleased 
souls look upon it as one of identity with Godhead. All 
these views are characterised by the negative condition of 
freedom from rebirth. The state of liberation is one of 
freedom from the limitative conditions of individual human 
existence. It is freedom from subjection to time, from 
birth and death which are marks of time. 'Death, thou 
shalt die/ 

All views agree that eternal life is an absolute fulfilment of 
what we are, the final affirmation of our progressive self-finding. 

1 ill. i. 3 - 2 IV. 4 . 5 * 
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The Self shines forth in its purity . 1 The Bhdgavata describes 
the state of release as the attainment of the individual's natural 
state by relinquishing its imposed state . 2 The knowledge of God 
which is equivalent to the direct realisation of Ultimate Reality 
is the highest human good (_ parama-purusdrtha). The self as part 
(am$a) attains the whole ( amsin ). It is brought into personal 
contact with the Personal God. It is not a question of attaining 
sameness or identity but attaining similarity. The views affirm 
the timelessness of our inmost being, an indestructibility 
without continuance in time, but in the cosmic process, 
individuation is the method. Until the cosmic process is 
consummated, the individual centres will continue. 

Appaya Diksita in his Siddhdnta-lesa-samgraka writes: 
'Liberation being the manifestation of our nature and nothing 
adventitious, cannot be denied to or withheld from anyone. 
Universal liberation is more than a possibility; it is a logical 
necessity. Different souls will require a long or short period of 
time in proportion to their capacity to get rid of avidyci but its 
final removal is certain. So long as there is a single unrealised 
soul, mdyd is not completely destroyed and there can be no 
absolute realisation for any other soul, however advanced it may 
be in the path of perfection . 1 

Appaya Diksita says that as long as the created world lasts, 
i.e. as long as liberation of all does not happen, the Supreme 
Brahman has the form of Isvara* So from the empirical 
viewpoint, the fruit of knowledge turns out to be of the form of 
the attainment of the nature of Parame&vara characterised by 
the possession of desires which come true and so on. The 
lordship manifested in those who have intuited Brahman may be 
said to be of the nature similar to Brahman because of the text 
'the stainless one attains absolute equality with the Supreme '. 4 

1 svena rupena abhinispadyate. C.U. dtma-svarupa-labha or attaining one’s 
own form is becoming like the Divine for Nimbarka. See Veddnta-pdrijdta- 
saurabha. IV. 4. 1-2. 

2 muktir hitvdnyathd-rupam, svarupeyia vyavasthitih. 

8 tad eva nirvi£e$am brahma yavat sarva-mukti sagwtebvarbhdvam apadydva- 
tisfhata iti vyavahara-dr$tyd satya-kamatvadi-guriaka paramesvara-bhdvd- 
patti-rupam api bhavati tat phalam. Sivadvaita-niryaya III. 235. 1. 

4 U. III. 1. 3: brahma-sdk$dtkdravatam yad aikvaryam dvirbhavati tad brahma- 
sdmya-rupam iti vaktavyam. nirahjanah paramarh sdmyam upaiti. Sivddvaita- 
niryiaya. 
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Life eternal is not a denial of becoming but a victory over it. 
The saved souls devote their energies to the spiritualisation of 
the world, to raising it to its highest levels. They are engaged in 
the development of the human type into the spiritual. To be 
free is to live in the integral power of spirit, which does not 
consist in the repose of a featureless existence indifferent to 
activity but in the simultaneous possession of a transcendent 
reality and cosmic activity and existence without which the 
cosmos will cease to exist. We are in bondage so long as the 
individual is confined to his superficial mind, ignorant of the 
spirit in him which is always free master of its world, its 
manifestation. In Yajna-vardha-bhagavadgUd 42, it is said that 
to the ignorant the world is full of sorrow, to the awakened it is 
full of bliss even as the world is dark to the blind and is bright 
to the seeing. 1 

Release (mukti) consists not in the shaking off of all bodily 
life or cosmic existence but in a recovery by the individual 
conscious being of its spiritual freedom. The spirit in us is the 
Divine enjoying the possible relations of his oneness in the 
multiplicity of souls. Individual existence in life is not a thing 
absolutely apart; it is part of the divine self-manifestation in 
the universe. The enlightened soul is one with the Divine in 
himself as well as the Divine in all. An exclusive emphasis on 
one side of the truth is misleading. The soul that has entered 
into that complete oneness with the Divine Being must, even 
as that Divine does, continue to be one with all being. The 
released souls live in the world though they are no more of the 
world. Their lives are lit by a steady spiritual flame imparting a 
new coherence, tranquillity and freedom. They are filled with 
peace though it is not a peace of the desert. They are vibrant 
with energy and engaged in meeting the demands of the world. 
Sudarsanacarya in his Sruti-sukli~mala gives the following 
illustration of the contemplation of identity with Brahman : 

‘ Padma-ndbha is said to be the Supreme Brahman and the 
Supreme Real, the Supreme Light and the Supreme Lord, since 
delighting only in contemplation of Thee, he is non-different 

1 ajnasya duhkhaugha-mayam jnasyanandamayam jagat 
andham bhuvanam andhasya prakcUam tu su-cak§usab. 
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from Thee, as the magician by the contemplation of Garuda is 
non-different from Garuda. 1 

Union tvith the World-Spirit 

These mukta-purusas or enfranchised souls are those in whose 
lives the temporal and the eternal interpenetrate. God’s light 
streams not darkly as through a glass but undimmed as through 
an open window. 2 All the traces of egoism are dissolved and the 
limitations which condition individuality are extinct in them. 
They are untouched by the fear of death and untroubled by 
anxieties concerning the future of their temporal personalities. 
The divine principle in its eternal being is identical with one’s 
own formless essence, beneath all the conscious and the 
unconscious qualifications of the personality. It is the non¬ 
particular in us, the pure divine non-form, a nameless, shapeless 
power which sustains the whole personality. The released are 
not the solitary men cut off from society and severed from the 
empirical self retreating from the threatening world. Such men 
of mere negation are sterile and unfruitful. The free souls are 
full men representing consistent and comprehensive affirmation 
of the Divine in life. After their enlightenment they get back to 
the world, love and serve their fellow-men in the light of their 
blessing. On the plane of spirit, there is an indivisible solidarity 
of the human race. The free spirits arc persons without 
frontiers. They do not have any barriers of sex, class, race or 
nation between themselves and the rest of humanity. They are 
at home with men and women of all religions and no religion. 
They are the apostolate of the future. The marks of a liberated 
man are an earthen pot (for drinking water), the roots of trees 
(for food), coarse cloth, solitude, equanimity towards all. 3 

The life of the liberated has two characteristics. It is free 
from the egoistic self and its tyrannous desires. It is convinced 
of the unity with all and so has love for others. The freed man 
works for the good of others. Though he wants nothing for 

1 brahmocyate paramasau paramam ca tat-tvam jyotiti param ca paramesvara 
padma-nabhah . 

tvad-bhavanaika-rasikas tvad-ananyabhavan mantrl yathd garuda-bhdvanaya 
garutmdn. (42.) 2 I Corinthians x iii. 12. 

8 kapalam vrk^a-mul&ni kucailam asahayatd 
samatdtaiva sarvasmin etad muhtasya laksanam. 
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himself, he cannot see others immersed in ignorance and 
suffering. So long as we are seekers of the goal we do 
unselfish work by conscious effort; when we are free we do 
it effortlessly. 

So long as the cosmic process continues the liberated souls 
have work to perform. They co-operate with the divine purpose 
for this world and strive for the redemption of all. 1 According to 
Vaisnava philosophy they live in Vaikuntha and are unlike 
human beings in respect of their conditions. They are said to be 
devoid of bodies and organs of sense. 2 

The appearance of the divine souls in the world gives light to 
those that live in darkness and in the shadow of death. 3 This is 
the view of £. as indicated by Appaya DIksita. The liberated 
souls are active wherever a tear falls, wherever an act of 
injustice or brutality is committed, wherever a heart is seized 
with despair. 4 In his hymn to the Supreme in the Bhdgavata , 
Prahlada criticises those performers of penance in the forests 
who strive for their own salvation indifferent to the sufferings 
of the erring mortals and he says that he does not desire his 
own salvation unless these erring people are taken along: 

prdyena deva. munayah sva-vimukti-kdmdh 
maunam caranti vipine na parartha-nisthdh 
naitdn vihdya krpandn vimamuksa ekah 
ndnyam tv ad asya caranam bhramato nupasye. 

Life is a continuous drama embracing the beginnings of 
existence and its end. The light suffers and struggles to over¬ 
come the darkness in which evil cloaks itself. 

1 ‘For we are labourers together with God', fellow-workers with him. 

1 Corinthians iii. 9. Talmud (Sabbath, 10) says: 

'Any judge who exercises rightful 
judgment even for one hour, of him 
Scriptures say that he becomes, as it were, 
a co-worker with God in the work of Creation.* 

In the phrase of Dame Julian of Norwich we are ‘partakers in his good deed’. 
Revelations of Divine Love. 

2 dehendriyasu-hlndndm vaikunfha-pura-vdsinam. Bhdgavata VII. 1. 34. 

8 Luke i. 79. 

4 Pascal says that Jesus struggles with death until the end of the world. In 
this boundless Gethsemane which is the life of the universe, he struggles with 
death, as the personification of all suffering and sorrow. 
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Jwan-mukti 

Liberation is not a state of existence to follow on physical 
death but an all-satisfying present experience. It can be had 
even in life. It is the condition of Jwan-mukti. The fruit of 
knowledge being present to intuition does not manifest itself 
at a later time only as the fruits of actions do. 1 Hindu systems 
of thought describe the state of those who are released while they 
are in an embodied condition as one of jivan-mukti . They feel 
that the result of karmas which have begun to operate should be 
exhausted. There is no help for it. 2 But we can escape from those 
which have not begun to operate, when we gain wisdom. 3 

Eternity is a state of mind, not a place or an environment. 
Kablr asks, 'if your bonds be not broken whilst living, what 
hope of deliverance in death?' Life eternal is not in the future of 
time. Every moment we stand on the frontier of time. Release 
is not a state after death but the supreme status of being in 
which the spirit knows itself to be superior to birth and death, 
unconditioned by its manifestations, able to assume forms at 
its pleasure. 

It is wrong to think that a jivan-mukta is not wholly perfect, 
that he is only a sddhaka and not a siddha. To possess a body 
does not mean identification with it. Jivan-mukti is not close 
proximity to final release but it is final release. 

A released person continues to have individuality until the 
whole cosmic process is dissolved or redeemed. Continuance 
till the dissolution of the primal elements is called immortality. 4 

When ignorance is destroyed by knowledge, it follows that 
release is obtained forthwith. But the freed soul does not 
become disembodied. There are passages which declare that 
only after physical death release is attained. Those who are 
released in spirit become released in fact after death. 5 
Embodiment may continue after the attainment of knowledge 

1 anubhavdruiham eva ca vidya-phalam na kriya-phalavat kdlantarabhavtti. 

S.B. III. 4. 15. 

* prdrabdha-karmdnam bhogdd eva ksayam. 3 See B.S. IV. 1. 13-15. 

4 Cp. abhuta-samplavam sthanam amrtatvam hi bhdsyate. Quoted in Bhamatl. 
I. 1. 1. 

5 Cp. tasya tdvad eva dram ydvan na vimoksye atha sampatsye. C.U. VI. 14. 2. 
Again: vimnhiah ca vimucyate. tasydbhidhydnad yojanat tattva-bhavdt bhuyak 
cante visva-mayd-n ivrttih. 
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and therefore release. It is the liberated people that teach us the 
truth. £. says: It should not be disputed whether the knower of 
Brahman is embodied for a time or is not embodied. How can 
one's own intimate experience of the knowledge of Brahman 
existing together with embodiment be denied by another?' 1 

Those who hold that all embodiment is the effect of ignorance 
contend that full release is possible only after death. They 
assume that embodiment is a sign of ignorance and karma . If 
ignorance persists release is not gained. We are adepts and not 
perfected men. Bondage and release cannot coexist. 

Release relates to the frame of mind. It does not depend on 
embodiment or non-embodiment. Even after physical death, 
the released soul may assume individual form to work for the 
world. That is why it is sometimes said that the released soul 
becomes one with Isvara, the creative dynamic side of Brahman . 
Even as Isvara controls his manifestation and is not bound by 
it, the released soul controls his individuality and is not bound 
by it as a limitation. Even as Isvara expresses himself in various 
forms to help suffering humanity, the released souls may 
assume forms to help the unregenerate. The individual soul 
becomes identical with Isvara and when the world process is 
redeemed, he along with Brahma or the World-spirit lapses into 
the Absolute-God, Brahman-Isvara . 2 

Salvation is possible for all and till that consummation is 
attained, the individual souls work in the world with a feeling of 
identity with God. While possessing wisdom they may act in the 
world. This action may take many forms. A popular verse reads 
‘Krsna was an enjoyer, Suka was a renouncer, Janaka and 
Rama were kings, Vasi$tha was a performer of ceremonies. These 
five kinds of knowers are to be regarded as equals.' 3 To each is 
the way ordained by his nature. The way of the householder is 
suited for some, that of the houseless wanderer for others. We 
have to renounce not the things of the world but the desires 
of the heart. 'Whether one is interested in renunciation or 

1 naivdtra vivaditavyam brahma-vidali kincit kalam iarlram dhriyate na 
dhriyata iti. Katham hy ekasya sva-hrdaya-pratyayam brahma-vedanam deha - 
dharanam caparena pratik§eptum sakyate. &.B. I. 4. 15. 

2 See Appayya Dlk^ita: Siddhdnta-leha-sayhgvaha 3. 2351-3. 2355. 

3 krsyo bhogl iukas tydgl nrpau janaka-raghavau 
vasisfkah karma-karia ca paficaite jndninak samafa. 
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enjoyment, in company or in solitude, he whose mind delights in 
the Supreme, he, verily, rejoices’, says averse attributed to 
He looks upon all creation as equal. 2 He is detached but not 
isolated from the world; if isolated, he is isolated only in spirit. 

Y oga-V dsistha tells us how a liberated soul should act in the 
world. ‘Steady in the state of fullness which shines when all 
desires are given up and peaceful in the state of freedom in life, 
behave in this world, O Rdghava. Inwardly free from all desires, 
dispassionate and detached, but outwardly active in all affairs, 
behave in this world, O Rdghava . Outwardly full of zeal in action 
but free from any zeal at heart, active in appearance but 
inwardly peaceful, behave in this world, O Rdghava. Free from 
egoism, with mind detached as in sleep, pure like the sky, ever 
untainted, behave in this world, 0 Rdghava. Conducting 
yourself nobly and with tenderness, conforming to the forms of 
society but inwardly renouncing all, behave in this world, O 
Rdghava. Unattached at heart but outwardly acting as if with 
attachment, inwardly cool but outwardly fervent, behave in 
this world, 0 Rdghava/ 3 The jivan-mnkta wears his life like a 
light garment. 

Hindu thought points out that what binds is not action but 
the spirit in which it is done. It is the desire for or aversion 
from the results that bind the individual soul. But so long as the 

1 yoga-rato va bhoga-rato va sanga-rato vd savga-vihlnah 
yasya brahmavi rarnate cittam , nandati, nandati , nan duty eva. 

2 samatd sarva-bliutesu etan muhtasya laksanam. 

3 purno drstim avastabhya dhyeya - tydga-vildsinlm 
jlvan-mukta-tayd svastho lake vihara rdghava 
antah samtyakta-sarvdso vltarago vivdsanah 
bahih sarva-samdcdro loke vihara rdghava 
bahih krtrima-samrambho hrdi samrambha-varjitah 
kartd bahir akartdntah loke vihara rdghava 
tyaktdhamkrlir dsuptamatir akdsa-Sobhanah 
agrhlta-kalahkdhko loke vihara rdghava 
uddra-pcsaldcarah sarvdcdrdnuvrttimdn 
antah sarva-paritydgi loke vihara rdghava . 
antar nairdsyam dddya bahir dhonmukhe hilah 
bahis tapto’ntarasito loke vihara rdghava. 

William Law quotes: ‘Do but suppose a man to know himself, that he comes 
into this world on no other errand but to arise out of the vanity of time. ... Do 
but suppose him to govern his inward thought and outward action by this view 
of himself and then to him every day has lost all its evil; prosperity and 
adversity have no difference because he receives them and uses them in the 
same spirit.’ The Works of William Law (1749), Vol. VII, p. 1, reprinted in 1893. 
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action is performed in a selfless spirit, without desire for fruit, 
it is one with the creative activity of God. Without action, the 
world would cease to exist. We hear of many cases of liberated 
individuals who are engaged in the work of the world. They live 
as universal men with no private attachments or personal 
feelings. When the realised soul returns to the plane of conduct, 
his action will neither add to nor detract from the value of his 
realisation. Action itself will be of a different kind. It has no 
selfish motives behind it but is a manifestation of spiritual 
peace. 

The individual who is enlightened by knowledge does not 
renounce all activity. He acts to sustain his body and social 
relationships. He is incapable of selfish action as his egoism is 
burnt out. He is free from selfish desire, a-kdma . He who has 
attained truth which is its own fruition acts selflessly and with 
full freedom. 1 

Sarva-mukti 

Whatever pathway we take, the end is the transformation of 
the individual and, as a result, the transformation of all human 
relationships. Individuals cannot be fully transformed in 
separation from each other. The word sarva-mukti means the 
liberation of all. In a deeply spiritual sense there can be no other 
salvation. Brahma-loka or the Kingdom of God implies corporate 
salvation. 2 We are all wayfarers towards the Divine Kingdom 
and so cannot rest until the goal is reached. 

In the Yoga system the sage is likened to one standing on the 

1 Cp. ‘That is right action which does not make for bondage; that is right 
knowledge which makes for liberation.' 

tat karma yan na bandhdya 
sd vidyd yd vimuktaye. 

Eckhart says: ‘It is permissible to take life's blessings with both hands 
provided thou dost know thyself prepared in the opposite event to leave them 
just as gladly.’ 

2 Siddhdnta-muktavali quotes a verse: ‘Men who duly observe the rites, who 
perform worship at the junctions of time [morning, noon and evening], their 
sins removed go to the world of Brahma which is free from harm [literally 
disease].’ 

saridhydm updsate ye tu satatath samsitavratah 
vidhuta-papdh te ydnti brahma-lokam andmayam. 

Augustine observes: ‘How could the city of God have a beginning or be 
developed or fulfil its destiny if the life of the saints were not a social life?* 
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hilltop and looking down on the suffering multitude below. 1 This 
infinite compassion impels him to build for himself a new body 
and mind and teach the saving wisdom to the world. 2 In 
Mahay ana Buddhism , Avalokitesvara, the future Buddha looks 
downwards on all less elevated beings helping and expecting 
them to rise. So long as there are unreleased souls, the released 
souls will have work in the temporal order. The conception of 
the solidarity of mankind tells us that the saved souls and the 
sinning are bound to one another. The former work on the latter 
by persuasion and love until they are transformed and reborn 
into spiritual souls alive with the life that grows more and more 
into life eternal. In the saved souls there is a never completely 
resolved strain of temporality which makes them members of 
the cosmic order. If the last vestige of succession and contin¬ 
gency is removed time will have disappeared with it. 

The world is a whole where everything is necessary to all the 
rest. If anyone finds his end in himself he suffers defeat. 3 So long 
as the cosmic plan is not fulfilled work will continue, in a 
spiritual selfless way by the saints, in a material selfish way by 
others. When the consummation of the world is reached, it 
lapses back into the Absolute. 

Two conditions are essential for final salvation, (i) inward 
perfection attained by intuition of self, (ii) outer perfection 
possible only with the liberation of all. The liberated souls 
which obtain the first condition continue to work for the second. 
So long as the cosmic process continues, life is not a resting but a 
going on. It goes on never pausing, always restless, always 
straining forward for something that has not been but should be. 

1 prajfia-prasadam druhya asocyah kocalo jandn 
bhumisthan iva sailasthalk sarvam prdjno’nupasyati. 

Yoga-bhd$ya I. 47. 

2 ddividvan nirmanacittam adhisthdya karunydd bhagavdn 
paramarsir dsuraye jignasamdnaya tantram provaca. 

Yoga-bhdsya I. 25. 

Kapila is said to have taught Asuri out of compassion. 

3 Cp. ‘Strike me out of the Book of Life or forgive my people their trespass’, 
said Moses to God. Origen believed that God’s infinite love would finally prevail 
over all evil and even Satan and his fallen angels would be ultimately redeemed. 
Such a view of universal restoration questions the justice of eternal damnation. 
It is impossible for any believer in God to assume that countless human souls 
could be for all time beyond the possibility of redemption, beyond the reach of 
God’s love. It means the ultimacy of evil and the defeat of God’s purpose. 
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Till the end is achieved the temporal process has a meaning and 
a value as the stage of soul-formation and growth. The world is 
not an adequate expression of reality and cannot therefore share 
the eternity which is characteristic of reality. It can only be an 
unending succession of transitory states. True individuality of 
human self is to be found in the achievement of the unity of the 
world. 

In that cosmic harmony which is the destiny of the historical 
process, each individual has his distinct place, has an eternal 
value, dharma , form or idea. Distinction does not any more mean 
opposition since all individuals strive for the same end and are 
inspired by the same ideal. They all know even as they are 
known. They all have a sense of communion with the Cosmic 
Spirit and devote their lives to its purpose. Each particular 
individual expresses the universal in its own way. 1 

The world-redemption (sarva-mukti) is not to be confused with 
cosmic millennia or earthly paradises. It is not a gradual accumu¬ 
lation of material comforts through the ages. It deals with 
values of spirit which may be gained sometimes through 
convulsions of nature and history. The question of universal 
salvation is not to be confused with the realisation of finite 
purposes in time. The chances of time, its fulfilments and 
frustrations, have little to do with the new mode of living which 
is independent of time. This view is not bound up with the 
inevitability of progress as that term is understood by us. Inner 
desolation and outward wealth may well go together. But the 
possibility of a spiritual life for the whole race is indicated by the 
theory of the indwelling of God. We may well cherish the hope 
that the ascent of the soul to God achieved by several 
individuals during the course of human history may be an 
earnest of what humanity will one day attain. The Kingdom of 
God, a society of saved souls, is the cosmic destiny. It is one 
expression of the Absolute but not the Absolute itself. It is a 
manifestation of one of its possibilities. The Absolute, however, 

1 ‘They see themselves in others. For all things are transparent and there is 
nothing dark or resisting but everyone is manifest to everyone internally and 
all things are manifest, for light is manifest to light. For everyone has all 
things in himself and again sees in another all things, so that all things are 
everywhere and all is all and each is all and the splendour is infinite.’ Enneads 
V. 8. 4 . 
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is not limited by its manifestation in such a divine society. The 
peace, the bliss and the oneness of the Absolute are not con¬ 
stituted by or limited to the perfection of this cosmic process. 

It may be said that it is an utterly futile business for the 
Creative Spirit to have brought individual souls into existence, 
spent infinite pains on their education only to get them dis¬ 
integrated at the end. Is all this difficult process of soul-making 
to end in their breaking up again? Personality, love and service 
should not be allowed to disappear in some infinite sea of 
undifferentiated being. Let us understand the implications of 
such a demand. Unless we regard imperfection as an end in 
itself, a state may arise when there is nothing for human minds 
to know or human wills to do. When the self-disclosure of 
personalities is accomplished, when the integral revelation of 
the world possibility is achieved, a simple continuance of such a 
state becomes a useless luxury. As Lotze argues, souls will exist 
as long as their existence has meaning for the universe. When 
this world order ends, the creative freedom of the Absolute may 
find expression in forms of which we have no knowledge today; 
other possibilities may be realised in other frameworks. 

While R/s account of the independent existence of the 
liberated souls represents the cosmic destiny. S/s view of the 
final identification of the liberated with the Supreme represents 
the state of the released, when the cosmic destiny is fulfilled. 
So long as the cosmic plan is in process of fulfilment, we have a 
dynamic fellowship of liberated spirits working for it, in co¬ 
operative union with God; when it reaches its fulfilment, there is 
unity of substance. 

There is support for the doctrine of the kingdom of spirit or 
brahma-loka in the Upanisads. A passage in the M.U. declares 
that Those who have their intellects firmly rooted in the 
principles of the Vedanta , and purified themselves by methods 
of renunciation, go to the world of Brahma with whom they 
attain to final dissolution at the time of the great end'. 1 The 
B.U. says that the knowers of Brahman go to the world of 
heaven {svargam lokam). 2 Even Advaita Vedanta is not incon- 

1 Cp. B.G. II. 12: 'Nor at any time verily was I not, not thou nor these 
princes of men; nor verily shall we cease to be hereafter.* 

* IV. 4. 8. 
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sistent with this view. It believes in the multiplicity of empirical 
selves. 

According to the doctrine that the whole universe including 
other finite selves is a creation of one's mind, the release of that 
one ego will mean the release of all. But this eka-jwa-vdda is not 
sustainable. The consciousness of the ego arises and gets 
strengthened by its clash with other egos. When anyone is 
released, does avidyd continue to exist or not? If the answer is 
negative, it means that all souls are released; if it is in the 
affirmative, what is the relation of the released soul to the 
ajhdna which still binds others? His position is one of identity, 
not with Brahman but with Isvara. If he is not aware of the 
existence of avidyd at all, then he is in a condition where there 
are no bound souls. Either the release of all is a fact or his 
awareness is a delusion. Though some later Advaitins adopt the 
theory of eka-jlva , S. is opposed to it. If all the different souls 
are only one jiva, then when for the first time any soul attains 
liberation, bondage should have terminated for all which is not 
the case. 1 From the empirical standpoint a plurality of 
individuals is assumed by S. and many of his followers. On this 
view, salvation does not involve the destruction of the world. It 
implies the disappearance of a false view of the world. 

S. admits that the world appearance persists for the Jxvan- 
mukta or the Sthita-prajna of the B.G. The Jwan-mukta , though 
he realises mok$a or brahma-bhdva , still lives in the world. The 
appearance of multiplicity is not superseded. It is with him as 
with a patient suffering from timira that, though he knows 
there is only one moon, he sees two. Only it does not deceive the 
freed soul even as the mirage does not tempt one who has 
detected its unreal character. 

Freedom consists in the attainment of a universality of spirit 
or sarvatma-bhdva. Embodiment continues after the rise of 
saving knowledge. Though the spirit is released, the body 
persists. While the individual has attained inner harmony and 
freedom, the world manifestation still persists and engages his 
energies. Full freedom demands the transfiguration of the world 
as well. S.'s view of the Jlvan-mukta condition makes out that 
inner perfection and work in the finite universe can go together. 

1 III. 2. 21. 
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This view is not to be confused with krama-mukti or gradual 
release which is the aim of those who are devoted to Kdrya- 
Brahma or Hiranya-garbha. £. is discussing not gradual release 
but release consequent on brahma-jhdna which is attainable here 
and now; and for even such released souls, persistence of 
individuality is held not only as possible by but necessary in 
the interests of what is called world maintenance. In other 
words, the world will persist as long as there are souls subject to 
bondage. It terminates only when all are released, i.e. absolute 
salvation is possible with world-redemption. 

There are Advaitins who argue that each soul is an individual 
existence trying to get away from its own self-deceiving. They 
insist on the necessity for individual salvation and this has little 
to do with the destiny of the cosmos or other souls. Such a view 
is more in accordance with the Sdmkhya theory of a plurality of 
spirits (purusa) for in it each spirit is a separate eternal entity 
which falls into subjection to prakrti (nature) and pursues its 
separate cycle of cosmic existence and works for its separate 
release. The Sdmkhya theory affirms a dualism between spirit 
and nature and we cannot be certain that the free spirit that has 
once fallen into subjection by the disturbance of the equilibrium 
will not again fall into subjection by a repetition of the 
disturbance. According to the Advaita Vedanta, in each soul 
separately the one spirit has assumed the form of individual 
being. If it gets rid of the deception it may be saved, but the 
continuance of the self-deception in myriads of other souls will 
make for the time process. If the spirit is eternally free in itself 
and is also bound in the cosmos, it is not enough for a few souls 
to release themselves from time to time out of this deception. 
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Section 1 (1) 

THE DESIRE TO KNOW BRAHMAN 

I. 1 . 1 . The object of the study is indicated in this section. 
athdto brahma-jijhdsd. 

None therefore the desire to knoiv Brahman (the Ultimate Reality). 

at ha: Now. It may also mean 'then' signifying immediate succession. 

dnantarydrthah. and R. 

atah: therefore; brahma: Ultimate Reality. 

jijndsd: desire to know, to enquire into, to examine and test. 

The visaya-vdkya or the text referred to is the passage in B.U. 
'Verily, it is the Self that should be seen, heard of, reflected on and 
meditated upon.’ 1 Cp. also T.U. 'Seek to know Brahman . 

The word atha indicates that the desire to know Brahman arises 
subsequent to the fulhlment of certain conditions, according to S. 
The antecedent condition for the rise of the desire to know cannot 
be the study of the Vedas for that is necessary for the knowledge of 
both Brahman and dharma. It cannot be the performance of religious 
duty, for one can have the desire to know Brahman by a study of 
the literature of the Vedanta. Religious duty has temporal prosperity 
for its goal while knowledge of Brahman leads to eternal bliss. The 
latter is not dependent on human activity while the fruit of dharma 
is dependent on it. The knowledge of Brahman results immediately 
in realisation, brahma-vit brahmaiva bhavati. The desire to know 
Brahman has for its antecedent conditions the possession of the 
qualities of discrimination of things eternal and non-eternal, non¬ 
attachment to the enjoyment of fruit here or hereafter, possession 
in abundance of the qualities of calmness, equanimity and other 
such means, and desire for release. 2 When we know that the Self 
alone is eternal and all others non-eternal and contemplate the 
impermanence, impurity and painful character of the world, non¬ 
attachment arises. 3 Then follow sama, calmness, dama y control, 
titiksd, indifference to objects, ufiarati, turning away from them 
and sraddha , faith in the truth. The word atha indicates that the 
desire to know Brahman arises subsequent to the fulfilment of 
these conditions. 

While the result of the performance of religious duty may lead to 

1 II. 4. 5. P.U., p. 197. 

2 nityanitya - vastu - vivekah, ihamutrdrtha - bhoga - virdgafr, bama - damddi - 

sadhana-sampat , mumuksutvam . . . atha babdena yathokta-sddhana- 

sampaty-dnantaryam upadisyate. 

2 nityah pratyag-dtma; anityah dehendriya-visayadayah . . . asmin samsdra- 
mayidale anitydhuci-duhkhatmakam prasamkhydnam updvartate . . . virago 
abhogdtmikopeksdbuddhifr. Bhdmatl. 
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earthly prosperity, even residence in heaven, knowledge of Brahman 
leads to liberation from bondage. The two cannot be regarded as 
complementary to each other. S. does not accept jnana-karma- 
samnccaya-vdda. 

Suresvara holds that karma is an indirect means to liberation 
since it purifies the soul and helps the acquisition of knowledge. 
Ritual is a means of liberation though it is not as effective as 
knowledge. 1 

Bhaskara is of the view that the enquiry regarding Brahman must 
be preceded by a study of the Purva Mhndmsa, One has a right to 
know Brahman and obtain release only after one has discharged his 
three debts to the ancestors, to the seers, and to the gods. In other 
words only those who are self-controlled are eligible to undertake an 
enquiry into Brahman. Bhaskara holds that we enquire into the 
nature of religious duty and of Brahman since works and knowledge 
both play an important part in the achievement of salvation. He 
adopts the doctrine of jnana-karma-samuccaya or a combination of 
knowledge and works. 

R. interprets atha to denote temporal succession to the study of the 
karma-kdnda of the Vedas . 2 When we reach the knowledge that the 
result of mere w r orks is limited and non-permanent we get the desire 
for final release. A systematic study of religious duty is the necessary 
antecedent of the enquiry into Brahman. The conditions which 6. 
lays down as essential for the enquiry into Brahman presuppose an 
understanding of the nature of duty. 

Madhva and his followers make out that the use of aiha is for the 
sake of auspiciousness. 3 He suggests that the study of the Vedanta 
has to be undertaken after the attainment of certain preliminary 
qualifications and the acquisition of certain spiritual and moral 
qualities. 4 Those who have devotion are eligible for the enquiry into 
the nature of Brahman. Madhva takes atha to indicate the beginning 
of a subject. The word atah means that the knowledge of Brahman 
leads to release and so the enquiry into Brahman is justified. Madhva 
interprets it to mean ‘through the grace or kindness of the Lord 
Visnu. The reason for the enquiry into the nature of Brahman is the 
grace of the Lord. By a proper knowledge of him, we can obtain 
favours. According to Madhva there are three stages of fitness for the 
study of the Vedanta. A studious person devoted to the Lord is the 
lowest: one endowed with the six moral qualifications is the next 
higher; the highest is he who is solely attached to the Lord and 
detached from the world which he knows to be transitory. The desire 

1 Sambandha-vdrttika n33-1134. 

2 karma-viedrdnantaram tata eva brahma-vicdralt karlavyafr. 

3 mangalarthah. Cp. Jaya-tlrtha: kartavyam eva kdryarambhe mangalacarariam 
krtam ca bhagavata sutra-karena nivetitarh ca granthddau . Nyaya-sudfid . 

4 adhikdrdntavydrthas ca. 
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to know starts us on the path of enquiry, mlmdmsd} Madhva looks 
upon jijhdsd not as desire to know but as vicar a or enquiry to 
determine the nature of Brahman and his qualities. The distinction of 
the knowledge of the eternal and the non-eternal, nitydnitya-vastu- 
viveka cannot be a prerequisite for it is the ultimate goal. Wherever 
there is doubt we have to use our reason to resolve the doubt. 2 

For Srikantha an enquiry into Brahman can begin only after a 
study of the nature of dharma . 3 When the mind is purified by the 
performance of Vedic duties one becomes entitled to enquire into the 
nature of Brahman. While S. speaks of the inner values and qualities 
as qualifying one for the enquiry into Brahman , Srikantha insists on 
the discipline of sacrificial duties as essential for such an enquiry. 
Appaya Diksita reconciles the two by arguing that the performance 
of Vedic duties without any desire for fruit leads to the acquisition of 
the moral qualities insisted on by S. and so qualifies those possessing 
them for brahma-knowledge. 

Srlkantha adopts the view that a knowledge of religious duties is a 
necessary’ antecedent to the enquiry into Brahman for the two stand 
in the relation of dradhana, worship, and drddhya , the worshipped, 
sddhana , means, and sddhya, end. Works purify the mind and help the 
growth of the knowledge of Brahman. 

Nimbarka says that one who has read the Veda , whose mind is 
assailed by doubts about the results of actions, who has studied the 
Purva Mlmdmsd in order to remove such doubts and has a proper 
knowledge of karma and its fruits should try to acquire a knowledge 
of Brahman. The two mimamsds form one whole. 4 The study of the 
13 .S. must be preceded by the study of the Purva Mlmdmsd. 

Nimbarka holds that the karma and jhdna-kdndas form a whole. 

Vallabha holds that both the mimamsds, purva and uitara, deal with 
one topic, God, who possesses innumerable divine qualities including 
kriyd or sacrifice and jndna or knowledge. The two mimamsds deal 
with the two qualities. He also holds that the word atha is used to 
signify the auspicious. He makes out that it denotes the commence¬ 
ment of a new topic. The performance of duty should precede 
knowledge of Brahman. Knowledge of Brahman does not result in 
the cessation of activity. Even jivan-muktas perform all karmas. 

bripati makes atha mean ‘afterwards' or ‘then'. When the desire to 
learn is there, there is adhikara or fitness. It is attained after the 
seeker frees himself from the three kinds of wordly sins, mala-traya , 
arising from mind, speech and body. He also suggests that it is after 

1 In his Gita-tatparya, Madhva says that mlmdmsd is of three kinds, brahma - 
mlmdmsd, daiva-mlmamsd and karma-mlmdmsd and all the three should be 
studied. 

2 sandigdham sa-prayojanam ca viedram arhati. Jiianottama on Naiskarmya- 
siddhi I. 29. 

3 dharma-viedranantaram. 

4 vaksyati ca karma-brahnia-mimdmsayor aikakdstryam. 
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obtaining initiation, dlksdnantaram, that one can enquire into the 
nature of Brahman. Sripati gives a long passage about the pre¬ 
liminaries for the study of Brahman . 1 

Vijnana-bhiksu says that aiha indicates authority 2 and auspicious¬ 
ness. 3 The realisation of Brahman is the goal. 

Baladeva argues that the word aiha means immediate sequence 
but contends that the mere knowledge of karma-mimamsd or the 
acquisition of the qualifications laid down by S. does not give us the 
desire to enquire into the nature of Brahman. We need, in addition to 
all these, association with saintly people. 

All except £. seem to agree that a previous study of Burva Mimdrhsd 
is necessary before Uttar a Mimdrhsd is taken up and the two form 
one whole. 

The knowledge of Brahman is not a matter of faith but the result 
of enquiry. Science conies by observation, not by authority. If 
religion is to be scientific it must be found through reasoned processes 
rather than by revelations from external authorities. If we use 
authority we do not use reason but memory as Leonardo da Vinci 
observes. Philosophy wishes to understand; religion is content to 
experience. Insistence on a logical approach to religious problems has 
been a persistent feature of the Indian tradition. 4 

Brahma-jijhdsd is brahmanah jijhdsd , discussion about Brahman. 
This discussion goes on till the realisation of Brahman is attained. 
Jijhdsd is the desire to know. The knowledge culminating in 
realisation is the object of the desire expressed by the suffix san. The 
realisation of Brahman is the end of man, since it destroys all evils, 
avidyd, etc., all the seeds of rebirth. Therefore, Brahman is what is to 
be desired to be knowm. 5 

Philosophy is not mere logical analysis or epistemological enquiry. 
It is the love of wisdom. The urge to metaphysical inquiry is a 
natural one. It arises from the human situation. It is a natural 
propensity of the human mind to seek the presuppositions of thought 
and experience. The ultimate question is about the nature of being, 
what is meant by saying that something is. 

The objection is raised that an enquiry is unnecessary if Brahman is 

1 n igamagama - ubhaya - vedanta-pratipddita - bhahli-kriya - jnana-kdnda-traya - 
vihita-sthula-suksma-cid-acit-prapanca - prakasaka- sa^sthala -para-hiva-sdksdt- 
kdra-karana - bahu-janma-krta - Hvdrpita -yajana -ydjana-tapodhydnddy - aneka - 
panya-purva-phalaka-sarlra-traya-gata-mala-traya-dhvamsaka-kdrunya-kalydna- 
kaivalya - vibhuti-traya - pra - day aka - astdvarana-pancdcara-sadguru-karutid - 
kafdksa - labdha-sakti-pdtddy-avacchmna-para-para-iivesta-linga-dhdrandtmaka- 
pdsupata-dik sanantaryam iti. 

2 adkikdra-vacaka. 3 mahgala-r&pa. 

4 Cp.'I seek to know the self mentioned in the Upanisads’ Jam tv aupanisadani 

purusam prcchami. 

6 jhdtum icchd jijndsa. avagati-paryanlam jHdnam san-vacyayd icchayafi 
karma . , . brahmdvagatir hi purus art hah. n i h £e$a-samsdra-b Ijavidydy-ady 
anartha-nibarhanat, tasmat brahma jijhasitavyam. £. 
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known ( a-sandigdha ) and futile (a-prayojana) if it is not known. If 
Brahman is pure and absolute intelligence, it is open only to direct 
intuition and is not a proper object for enquiry and discussion. 
Desire to know can only be with reference to an object which is not 
definitely known, 1 so that by reasoning and discussion we can reach a 
definite conclusion. £. says that Brahman is known for Brahman is 
one’s own self, ay am dtmd brahma. No one thinks that he does not 
exist. Each one cognises the existence of himself. 2 Yet an enquiry 
into the nature of Brahman is essential since there are conflicting 
views about its nature. Brahman is often confused with the body, the 
sense-organs, mind or intelligence. It is said to be the doer or the 
enjoyer. These definitions are due to a confusion between object and 
subject, thou and I. 3 We superpose the qualities of the object on the 
subject and the subject on the object through non-discrimination, 
a-viveka, and so we mix up the true and the untrue. 

We find in experience such expressions as T am this*, This is mine’. 4 
The Ultimate Reality which is the pure Self, the inward subjectivity, is 
made into an object, a substance in empirical usage and this is the 
result of aropa , avidyd , bhrdnti , ajndna, which are synonymous terms. 

Vacaspati argues that the Self is known through indubitable, non- 
erroneous and immediate experience. 5 Whatever experiences we pass 
through, the Self is constant and unchanging. That which is 
constant in whatever is variable, that is different from the latter even 
as a string [is different] from the flowers [strung on it].’ 6 The Self is 
distinct from the body, the sense-organs, the mind, the intellect and 
all objects. The Self which is of the nature of intelligence is the 
subject; the non-intelligent intellect, sense-organs, body and the 
objects are the objects of cognition. 7 

The consciousness of T is the consciousness of the Self limited by 
the adjuncts of body, sense-organs, intellect, etc. It is the conscious¬ 
ness of the jiva, the individual self. The pratyag-dtman is in reality 
non-object since it is self-luminous, svayam-prakdsa. It becomes the 
object of the idea of the ego in so far as it is conditioned by the 
adjuncts of internal organ, senses, intellect, subtle and gross bodies. 
The empirical ego or agent is different from the Self present in all. 8 


1 jtidtum icchd hi sandigdha-visaye nirnaydya bhavati. Bhdmatl. 

2 sarvo hy dtmastitvaih pratyeti na 11a akam asmi’iti. 

3 opens his commentary with the words: yusmad-asmat-pratyaya-gocarayo 
visaya-vlsayinos iamafr-prakatavad viruddha-svabhdvayor itaretarabhavdnu- 
papattau siddhaydm. 

4 satyanrte mithunlkrtya, ‘aham idam ' *mamedam 1 iti naisargiko'yam loka - 

vyavahdrafy. 6.B. 6 a-sandigdha , a-viparyaya, aparoksdnubhava. 

8 yesu vydvartamdnesu yad anuvartate tat tebhyo bhinnam,yalhd kusumebhyah 
sdtram. Bhdmatl . 

7 cit-svabhava dtmd visayl, jada-svabhdvd buddhlfidriya-dehavi§aya visayalt. 

8 aham-pratyaya-visaya-kartr-vyatirekena, tat sdksl sarva-bhutasthali sama 
ehafr ktifastha nityah puru§afy . . . sarvasydtmd. &.B. I. i. 4. 
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The Self is a non-object, avisaya, of empirical knowledge but it is the 
object of the notion of T and of immediate realisation. 1 It is of the 
nature of light which is self-luminous, one, immutable, eternal, 
without parts. 2 The Self is immediately perceived. If it were not 
manifested, nothing else can be manifested. The whole world would 
cease to be manifest and become blind. 3 

Vacaspati makes out that when the inner self is made into an 
object, it becomes determinate, limited, and this limitation is 
apparent, not real. 4 The Pure Universal Self appears in the concept 
of the individual soul jlva, as agent and enjoyer. For the Atman 
which is indifferent there cannot occur the capacity to act or to 
enjoy. 5 The body, the organs, etc., cannot act and enjoy without the 
aid of intelligence, caitanya. So the Self whose nature is intelligence 
linked with the body and the organs acquires the capacity to act 
and enjoy. It is these • adjuncts that make for the differences 
among souls. 

The discrimination between the Self and the not-self, dtmdndtma - 
vastu-viveka, is essential for salvation. Life in samsdra is traceable to 
the non-experience of the true nature of Self and will end with the 
recognition of the Self. 6 $. observes that the superposition, wise men 
hold, is avidya, ignorance, and as distinct from that the determination 
of the nature of reality is vidyd or knowledge. 7 'Superposition is the 
cognition as something of what is not that/ 8 The superimposition of 
the not-self on the inner Self is the cause of ignorance but this 
ignorance does not affect the Supreme even to the smallest extent, 
anumdtrendpi. The whole empirical universe with its distinctions of 
valid knowledge and means thereof and the sacred teachings 
relating to prescription, prohibition and release, sdsirdni, vidhi - 
pratisedha-moksapardni, is the result of avidya or ignorance or non¬ 
discrimination between the Self and the non-self. 

Vidyd or knowiedge referred to is the removal of avidya or 
ignorance. It is the final cognition which is of the same type as what 
is removed by it, though it is of a higher degree in so far as it requires 

1 asmat-pratyaya-visayatvdt, aparoksatvac ca pratyag-atma prasiddheh. 

* tad ayam prakdsa eva svayam prakaba ekah, kiitastho nityo niv-amhah 

pratyag-dtmd. . . . Bhdmatl. 3 See M.U. II. 2. 11. 

4 tathdpi anirvacanlydnady-avidyd-parikalpita-buddhi-manafy-suksma-sthula - 
tiarirendriydvacchedaka-bhcdena anavacchinno'pi vastuto 'vacchinna iva abhin- 

no’pi bhinna iva, akarlapi karteva abhoktapi bhokteva avisayo'pi asmat-pratyaya- 
vi§aya iva jlva-bhdvam dpannah avabhasate . 

6 na ca uddslnasya tasya kriyd-saktir bhoga-Saktir vdsambhavati. 

6 samsdras ca dtma-ydtkdtmydna'nubhava-nimilta dtma-ydthdtmya-jUdnena 
nivartaniyafy. Bhdmatl. 

7 tam etam evam-laksanam adhydsam payditd avidyeti many ante, tad-vivekena 
ca vastu-svarupdvadhdrayiam vidydm dhuk. Avidya is unillumined knowledge, 
limited to empirical perception and discursive thinking. 

8 adhydso ndma atasmin tad-buddhili. 6. 
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nothing else for its own removal. The final cognition removes the 
obscuration of the Self which is knowledge caused by avidyd. That 
cognition is spoken of as knowledge only figuratively. Self is know¬ 
ledge. The final cognition helps to reveal it and is knowledge only 
secondarily. So long as the self is a knower it is an agent in respect of 
knowledge. Without knowership there can be no activity of the 
means of valid knowledge. 1 All knowledge belongs to the world of 
experience. When it is knowledge itself, it ceases to have cognition. 

The tendency to objectivisation of the pure subject is wrong but it 
does not follow that the objective universe is an apparition or illusion. 
For the Scriptures declare that 'all this is Brahman . Later sutras 
repudiate any suggestion of treating the world as non-existent or 
dreamlike. The world is, according to §., sarvaloka-pratyaksa, 
sarvdnubhava-siddha. 2 

Even when the texts declare that the real is one and secondless, 
they do not contradict the empirical reality of the world we perceive. 
They only say that the reality of the world is not of an ultimate or 
absolute character. 3 It is however beginningless 4 and so is its cause, 
non-discrimination between the Self and the not-self. 

Even when S. says that Brahman appears as the world even as 
nacre appears as silver or as a single moon appears as having a 
second, 5 he means that the manifestation is terminable. 6 The world is 
subject to changes. 

Even as the nacre is more real than the silver, so the Absolute is 
more real than its manifestation. The manifestation is not devoid 
of reality for it is the combination of the real and the non-real, 
satydnyta-mithnnam . 

The world of samsdra is beginningless, anddi, and endless, ananta. 
It has everlastingness, pravdhdndditva, and not eternity which is 
svariipdndditva . 

$. mentions that all the Veddntas are set forth for the removal of 
the cause of evil and the attainment of the knowledge of the oneness 
of the Self. 7 The goal is the attainment of knowledge which is not to 
be confused with mere repetition of names or performance of rites. 8 
It is not mere intellectual knowledge but intuitive realisation. 

Brahman, derived from the root byh, to grow, become great, means 

1 na ca pramdtrlvam antarena pramdna-pravrtlir asti. 

8 evam ay am anadir ananto naisargiko' dhydso mithyd-pratyaya-rupaji 
kartrtva-bhokirtva-pravartakafr, sarvaloka-pratyaksafr. 

8 na hi dgama-jndnam sdmvyavahdrikam pratyaksasya prdmaytyam upahanti 
yena kdrandbhdvdn na bhavet, api tu tdttvikam. Bhdmatl. 

4 svdbhavikafy, anadir ayam vyavaharaji. Bhdmatl. 

5 iuktikd hi rajatavad avabhdsate, ekak candrah sa-dvitlyavad iti. 

4 avasannah avamato vd bhasah avabhdsaji. Bhdmatl. 

7 asyanartha-hetofy prahdnaya dtmaikatva-vidyd-pratipattaye sarve veddntd 
arabhyante. 

8 pratipattih pvaptik, tasyai, na tu japa-mdtrdya, ndpi karmasu pravrttaye. 

H* 



The Brahma Sutra 


234 

the Being of unlimited greatness, supreme perfection . 1 £. derives 
Brahman from the root brhati, to exceed afisayana. It means eternity, 
purity, intelligence. Its main features are being, consciousness, 
infinity and freedom. While these are the primary qualities, svarupa- 
laksana, there are the qualities of omnipotence, omnipresence, 
omniscience. These have a meaning when Brahman is looked at from 
the cosmic point of view. They are the tatastha-laksana. 

For R., Brahman is N dray ana. He is free from imperfections, 
comprises within himself all auspicious qualities 2 and enjoys 
originating, preserving, re-absorbing, providing and ruling the 
universe. The Highest Reality is determinate and the world which is 
the manifestation of his power is real. 

Madhva holds that those who suffer from bondage wish to be 
released from it and so desire the knowledge of Brahman. Bondage is 
real . 3 Even S. holds that bondage, though unreal, is terminable. 
Brahman for Madhva is Visnu, the one Supreme God who bears all 
the names of the deities. He quotes R.V. in support of his view . 4 
God has a multiplicity of attributes. The Upanisad asserts that the 
knowledge of the Vedanta is essential for release . 6 

The main emphasis of this sutra is that a candidate for spiritual 
knowledge and life should be morally pure. His conduct should be 
upright. The quarrel of many thinking men is not so much with the 
foundations of faith but with the degradation in practice by its 
votaries. Though philosophy as brahma-jijhasd is a consistent effort 
of reflection it is not possible with indulgence in ways of life which 
show lack of restraint. A life dedicated to the pursuit of wisdom must 
be an ethical life. Etienne Gilson says: 'Wisdom is the prize, not only 
of a quest, but also of a conquest. We all have to win it the hard way .’ 6 

1 samasta-kalyana-gunatmakam. 

2 pararii brahma sa-vi§esam tad-vibhuti-bhutaih jagad api pdramarlhikam eva . 

8 mithydtvam api bandhasya naiva muktir apeksale. Atiu-vydkhydna. 

4 yo devandm ndmadha cka eva, tarn samprahnam bhuvand ydnty anyd 
X. 82. 3. 

6 vedantdrtha-vijhdnam mok$a-hetuh. See M.U. III. 26. P.U., pp. 690-1. 

Narayana Pandit’s Nydya-candrika sums up the substance of this section 
thus: 

atha-sabdenadhikdram ata ity amuna phalam 
brahma-Sabdena visayam sucaydmdsa siitra-krt. 

8 History of Philosophy and Philosophical Education (1948), p. 46. 
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Section 2 (2) 

GOD THE WORLD-GROUND 

I. 1 . 2 . The second section defines Brahman as the source from which 
the world proceeds, by which it is maintained and ended. 

janmddy asya yatah. 

(Ultimate Reality is that) from which origin , etc. (i.e. subsistence and 
destruction) of this (would proceed). 

janmddi: origin, etc. Etcetera means subsistence, stJiiti, and 
destruction, bhahga. To these three Madhva adds niyati (control), 
jhdna (enlightenment), dvyti (ignorance), bandha (bondage) and 
moksa (release). 1 Srikantha extends ddi , etc., to cover ‘ janma- 
sthiti-pralaya tirobhdvdnugraha-rupam krtyani ; asya: of this; yatah: 
from which. 

The relevant text is the Taittiriya Upanisad passage That from 
which these beings are born, that by which when born they live, that 
into which when departing they enter. That, seek to know. That is 
Brahman . 2 

Our age has been greatly influenced by the emergence of the 
scientific world-view. We cannot believe unless our beliefs are 
consistent with the world we know and live in. Science is one of the 
languages in which God can be described. There is a general im¬ 
pression that the spirit of science is opposed to a spiritual view of the 
world and supports materialism. Astronomy is said to present us with 
a mindless universe which is governed by impersonal, automatic 
forces. Darwinism tells us that man is an animal. Freud and the 
Behaviourists explain away the soul. Marxism accounts for history 
on the basis of economic forces. This is sometimes said to be the 
scientific view of the universe. We may use the scientific instruments 
and know more about the nature of the world but what sees through 
them is the human eye and the achievements of science are the 
outcome of the human mind. Science describes facts and interprets 
them but these interpretations have varied from time to time. The 
B.S. gives us an explanation which is still relevant to the scientific 
facts. The Oxford group of scientists who founded the Royal Society 
of England were religious-minded. Its first Secretary, who was also 
its first historian, Sprat, rose to be a Bishop. They were keen to make 
people religious-minded without making them intolerant. The 
assumption of philosophy is that this universe makes sense. This 
faith is not unwarranted. The world has a pattern. Philosophers 
seek to find it. Plato's Idea of the Good or Marx’s economic develop¬ 
ment of history is a principle of explanation. Bergson finds in the 

1 See V.S. III. 2. 5. 

1 III. 1. P.U. 553. Cp. an Orphic saying quoted by Plato that God holds 
‘the beginning, middle and end of all existence'. 
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world an elan, Samuel Alexander the nisus, General Smuts the 
holistic tendency and A. N. Whitehead the Creative Advance of 
Nature. 

This sutra gives us what is called natural theology . 1 We build up a 
theory of ultimate being from empirically observable facts. The next 
sutra takes us to authoritative sources. From the nature of the world, 
we infer the existence of One Supreme, Personal, Self-subsistent Mind 
to whose creative and ruling activities the world owes its existence, 
nature, coherence and consummation. The earlier stages of the 
cosmic process are adapted to the later ones. The temporal world 
taken as a whole suggests a cosmic meaning and admits of aconsistent 
interpretation. 

While science may explain how things happen, it does not tell us 
why they happen. From a study of the universe with its ordered 
growth and plan which cannot be conceived by the mind , 2 we infer 
the reality of an omniscient and omnipotent cause . 3 Udayana's 
Kusumanjali attempts to prove the existence of God by logical 
reasoning. 

$. in his commentary brings together the cosmological and the 
teleological arguments. Every effect has a cause . 4 We cannot trace 
the world with its order and design to ‘non-sentient pradhdna, or 
atoms or non-being, or a being subject to rebirth, to its own nature 
or to a human creator ’. 5 It cannot be traced to the world-soul or 
Hiranya-garbha for he is subject to the changes of the world . 6 The 
universe has its roots in being, san-mula, has its basis in being, 
sad-dsraya, and is established in being, sat-pratistha. This being 
transcends all distinctions of subject and object and yet when we 
speak of Brahman, wc have to use empirical forms. When viewed as 
the creator and governor of the universe Brahman is said to be the 
personal God, Isvara. Brahman and Isvara are both valid forms of 
reality. Only Isvara or God is the cause of the world. 

1 By his bequest of 1887 Lord Gifford founded his well-known lectureship 
in the four Scottish Universities for the promotion and diffusion of natural 
theology ‘treated as a strictly natural science like astronomy or chemistry 
without reference to or reliance upon any supposed special, exceptional or 
so-called miraculous revelation. . . St Thomas Aquinas tells us of ‘an ascent, 
by the natural light of reason, through created tilings to the knowledge of 
God' and on the other hand of ‘a descent, by the mode of revelation, of divine 
truth which exceeds the human intellect, yet not as demonstrated to our sight 
but as a communication delivered for our belief’. Summa Contra Gentiles, 
Vol. IV. Chap. I. There are some like Karl Barth who feel that rational 
thinking is not relevant to the religious faith. 2 acintya-racand. S. 

3 savvajndt sarvasaktehkdrandd bhavati. &. 4 yat kdryam tat sa-kartrham. 

6 pradhdnad acetandt, anubhyo va , abhdvad vd, samsdrino va, utpadyddi 
sambhdvayitum sakyarn na ca svabhdvatafr. etad evdnumdnam samsdri- 
vyatiriktesvardistitvddi-sddhanam manyante Isvara-kdrarta-vadinah. 6. 

6 Cp. kecit tu hiranya-garbham samsdrinam . . . jagad-hetnm dcaksate, 
Anandagiri. 
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When we work from the cosmic end, we get to the Supreme as the 
Lord who presides over the world, who experiences all . 1 Brahman , 
the pure spirit beyond the subject-object distinction, and Isvara, 
the subject confronting the non-subject or object, are the two forms 
of one Reality . 2 

Brahman has two kinds of qualities, essential, svariipa-laksana, and 
accidental, tatastha-laksana. The definition of Brahman as creator is of 
the latter type since it is only in association with may a that Brahman 
can be said to be the cause of production, etc., of the world . 3 

Among the Advaitins, many acute differences arose with regard to 
the causality of Brahman. Suresvara and his follower Sarvajna in his 
Samksepa-sdriraka argue that Brahman alone is the cause of the 
world. Padmapada contends that Brahman and mdyd together 
constitute the cause. Prakasananda following Mandana Misra 
believes that mdyd alone is the cause of the world. 

R. emphasises the creative aspect and makes it the highest reality. 
B.S. is not intended to give us a knowledge of Brahman without 
differences (nirvisesa-brahma) . He quotes a verse from the Visnu 
Purdna which reads: ‘From Visnu the world has sprung, in him it 
exists: he is the cause of the subsistence and dissolution of this world 
and the world is he .’ 4 In the first sutra we reach the conclusion that 
we should enter on an enquiry into the nature of Brahman and the 
second sutra gives a description of that Brahman and not of some¬ 
thing else. R. says that the knowledge of Brahman may be gained on 
the ground of its characteristic marks such as its being the cause of 
the origination, etc., of the world, free from all evil, omniscient, 
all-powerful and so on . 5 

Madhva believes that the characteristics mentioned belong to the 
nature of Brahman. Creativity is an essential defining quality of 
Brahman. If a crow sits on a house, its association with the house is 
an accidental feature. Brahman has infinite qualities and their 
possession forms Brahman’s defining character . 6 The sutra 
differentiates God from souls and inanimate objects . 7 

1 sarvdnubhufi. B.U. II. 5. 19. 

2 dvi-rupam hi brahmdvagamyate, ndma-rupa-vikara-bhedopadhi-visisfam, 
tad-viparltam sarvopadhi-varjitam. 3. 

8 Paficapadikd-vivarana by PrakaSatman, pp. 222-3. 

4 vi$nofr sakaiad udbhutam, jagat tatraiva samsthitam 
sthiti-samyama-kartasau jagato’sya, jagac ca sah. I. 1. 35, 

5 atah sakala-jagaj-janmddi-karanam, niravadyam, sarvajnam satya- 
samkalpam sarva-sakti brahma laksanatalx pratipattum hakyata iti siddham. 

* ananta-guna-sattvam eva brahmayo laksanam. Nydya-sudhd, p. 107. 

7 Madhva quotes in his Aiiu-bhd$ya a verse from Skanda Puraya 
utpatti-sthiti-samhdra-niyatir jnanam avrtih 
bandha-mok$am ca purusad yasmdt sa harir eka-rdt. 

Jaya-tirtha refers to another interpretation of the sutra: 

janma-ddyasya hiranya-garbhasya yatas tad brahma. 
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Is the universe the result of an accident? Is the cosmic process 
where matter prepares the way for life and life for mind and mind 
for intelligence a long chain of accidents ? 1 Look at the many favour¬ 
able conditions that had to be provided lor the advent of life and the 
preparations that had to be made in living conditions for the advent 
of mind. If we have an understanding of the gradual evolution of 
intelligence, we will be struck by the vast creative plan of the 
universe, its marvellous structure. The spectacle of life emerging 
from primal matter at some distant point of time and space and 
developing into God-men gives us a sense of mystery. If we wish to 
explain, the higher can account for the lower and not vice versa. To 
think that the mindless generates mind is as absurd as to think that a 
monkey given a typewriter and sufficient time would produce the 
plays of Kalidasa or Shakespeare. Professor Planck writes: ‘I regard 
matter as derivative from consciousness.’ Mind can account for 
matter but matter cannot account for mind. So the highest reality 
can account for the whole creation. God is the illuminating, unifying 
interpretative principle . 2 

C. D. Broad tells us that there has been only one plausible argu¬ 
ment for supporting religious belief by science. It is the existence of 
laws which govern the events of the world. A priori it is not self- 
evident or even plausible that there should be such laws but science 
tells us that they exist. The belief that nature is ruled by laws is 
the content of what Einstein called 'cosmic religion’. These laws 
give testimony of God’s presence in the universe. 

In this sutra we exclude the appeal to religious experience and 
take into account facts which are firmly established and universally 
acknowledged. The world tells its own story and offers its own 
suggestions. 

The most significant quality of early Greek religion, as we find in 
the Homeric view of life, is its acceptance of nature. The miraculous, 
in the sense of transcending the natural order, does not play an 
important role. Even if Homeric gods interfere in mortal affairs, they 
do so, not by changing the natural course of events, but by par¬ 
ticipating in it. Mr Otto observes of the Greeks, 'the divine is not 

1 Plato commented on his times as follows: 'They say that fire and water and 
earth and air all exist by nature and chance. . . . The elements are severally 
moved by chance and some inherent force, according to affinities amongst 
them, of hot and cold, or of dry with moist, etc. After this fashion and in this 
manner the whole heaven has been created as well as animals and plants. . . . 
Not by the action of mind, as they say, or of any god, but as I was saying, by 
chance alone.' 

2 Cp. Plotinus who says, concerning the seer, that his art is ‘to read the 
•written characters of Nature which reveal order and law’. Enneads, E.T. III. 1.6. 

Paracelsus looks upon Nature as a collection of books which are entire and 
perfect ‘because God himself wrote, made and bound them and has hung them 
from the chains of his library’. 
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superimposed as a sovereign power over natural events; it is revealed 
in the forms of the natural, as their very essence and being. If we 
look more closely at the occasions when these divine interventions 
take place, we find that they always come at the critical moment 
when human powers suddenly converge, as if charged by electric 
current, on some insight, some resolution, some deed. These decisive 
turns which, as every attentive observer knows, are regularly 
experienced in an active life, the Greeks regarded as manifestations 
of the gods ’. 1 The Olympian gods, though they were symbols, 
represented genuine aspects of human experience. The early Greeks 
apprehended divinity under different names in all forms of 
heightened experience. Plato and his successors could not believe in 
the physical reality of the Homeric gods and held that in moments 
of intellectual insight the human personality was irradiated with 
influences from another dimension of being. 

A distinction was drawn between nature and super-nature. Plato 
looked upon material things as merely shadows of the divine ideas. 
The Jews and the Christians believed that the world was governed 
by an omnipotent deity who could be trusted to punish the wicked 
and help the weak and the oppressed. The heavens declare the glory 
of God; and the firmament sheweth his handy work .’ 2 ‘I the Lord, the 
first, and with the last; I am he.’ T am Alpha and Omega, the begin¬ 
ning and the end, the first and thelast .’ 3 Godisdefinedasthat'whichis, 
which was, and that which is to come’. ‘To God belong the East and 
the West; whithersoever you turn, there is the Face of God / 4 ‘We 
indeed created man; and we know what his soul whispers within him, 
and we are nearer to him than the jugular vein .’ 5 

This view repudiates the familiar pessimistic doctrine that the 
world of history is as indifferent to us as the physical world, that it has 
no concern with the moral aspirations of men. Such a view represents 
the mood of many people who have seen two wars in one generation, 
disconsolate, despairing, strident, sick of the world, but incapable of 
love. They look upon the world as a ferment of fear, envy, hatred and 
horror. When we think of our encounters with disease and death, we 
are inclined to believe that we are in the hands of chance, that there 
is no providence which guides, corrects and leads us onward. There 
is no rational process of the world, no dialectic of reality, no moral 
duty to follow it. We live in a world of universal caprice. The era of 
fire from the sky may begin any day for Machiavelli seems to have 
penetrated deeply into human nature when he said: ‘Men get 
discontented with the good.’ Belief in God is possible only if we draw 
a veil over the agony and suffering of the world. The atheist argues 
that there is no God. If he is benevolent, evil is unthinkable. We 
cannot make God responsible only for the good and the creatures 

1 Walter F. Otto: The Homeric Gods: The Spiritual Significance of Greek 
Religion, E.T. (1954)* 2 Psalm xix. 1. 3 Revelation xxii. 13; see also i. 8. 

* Quran n. 109. 5 Ibid. 1 15. 
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responsible for evil. Such a God who takes the credit for the good and 
shirks the responsibility for evil is not what we mean by God. 
Stendhal says: The only excuse for God is that he does not exist.' 

This sutra asks us to take a more universal and dispassionate view. 
The world moves: we cannot turn it backward or hold it where it is. 
Nothing in it stands still. It either grows or degenerates. This applies 
to every item in the universe from the atom to the stars. The world is 
not perpetual repetition. It is a perfecting process making towards 
perfection. It will change and, if we are wise, it will change for the 
better and the forces of the world will back us. The future is open. 
When we face disaster, we begin to doubt and despair. Goethe once 
wrote: ‘A man who is unable to despair has no need to be alive.' We 
are afraid that mankind will destroy itself. There is no inevitability 
about it. It will yet become a family. For the laws of nature and God 
co-operate with one another and the darkness we now are in is a 
herald not of death but of the dawn of a new era. 

The first sutra refers to Brahman; the second suira refers to the same 
Brahman in another aspect. The first is Absolute Being, awareness and 
freedom; the second is the creative side of the Absolute. It is also 
evident that the world is not a transformation of Isvara in the sense 
that Isvara is obliged to express or manifest himself in this universe. 
When we limit our attention to the world which is one expression of 
the Creative Isvara , we get the concept of Hiranya-garb ha . This last 
becomes. Whatever becomes is neither pure being nor pure non-being. 


Section 3 (3) 

SOURCE OF SCRIPTURE 

I. 1.3. This section affirms that Brahman is the source of the Veda, 
sastra-yonitvdt . 

From its being the source of Scripture 
or 

From Scripture being the source (of its knowledge), 
sdstra: the Veda and the other sacred books. 
yonitvdt: from being the source or cause. 

S. gives two interpretations: (i) sdstra-yoni, the cause of the Scripture; 
(ii) that of which Scripture is the cause or source of revelation or 
pramdna . The first interpretation means that Brahman is the cause 
of the revelation of the Vedas. No one but an omniscient being could 
be their source. The second interpretation means that only the Vedas 
can prove to us that Brahman is the cause of the production, etc., of 
the world. 1 

1 hdstrdd eva pramavd jagato janmadi-kdrayiam brahma adhigamyate. S. 
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Isvara s causality of the world is confirmed in this siitra. The relevant 
text is: ‘As from a lighted hre laid with damp fuel, various [clouds of] 
smoko issue forth, even so, my dear, the Rg Veda , the Yajur Veda , 
the Selma Veda , Atharvdhgirasa , history, ancient lore, sciences, 
upanisads, verses, aphorisms, explanations and commentaries. From 
this, indeed, are all these breathed forth.’ 1 Isvara is the source of the 
idistra , sdstrasya yonih. 

The Supreme Isvara is the source of the Veda , etc. He breathes 
forth all knowledge effortlessly, on the analogy of play, like human 
breathing. 2 The Supreme is omniscient; his knowledge extends to all 
things. The Veda is said to be apauruseya, independent of human 
origin. The Purva Mimdrhsd teaches the transmission of the eternal 
Veda through a succession of teachers and pupils, who are not its 
authors. Even those who hold that Isvara creates the Vedas admit 
that the Creator, though omniscient and omnipotent, creates the 
Vedas in accordance with what they were in earlier creations and has 
not freedom in regard to it. 3 Even as the world is beginningless so 
are the Vedas. On this both the followers of Purva Mlmdmsd and 
Vedanta agree, though they use it for different purposes. 4 The 
authors of the Vedas are only the seers of truth and not makers of it. 
The defects, if any, of the authors, do not affect the truth of the 
Vedas* To say that the Vedas are produced by God by his deliberate 
desire would be to accept the views of the Nydya and the Vaisesika 
systems. The view of the eternity of the Vedas is then abandoned. If 
the Vedas had come out of Brahman like the breath of a man, the 
production of the Vedas would be involuntary as all breathing is. 
It will not show the omniscience of God. If he produces the Vedas in 
the same order in which they existed in the previous kalpa, then 
Brahman is subject to some necessities and is not independent. 

The sutra may also be constructed to mean that the Scripture is 
the source of the knowledge of Brahman, sdstram yonih kdranam 
pramdnam. Scripture is the means of right knowledge through which 
we understand the nature of Brahman. If I. 1. 2 suggests mere 
inferential knowledge 6 of Brahman , this suggests scriptural know¬ 
ledge of Brahman. 

Reason as the regulator of human life must have a source which 
transcends it though it must conform to it. Even a thousand 
upanisads cannot negative what is established by experience. The 
texts cannot be opposed to experience. ‘A thousand Scriptures, 

1 B.U. II. 4. 10; P.U., p. 199. 

2 lila-nydyena piirusa-nifyivasavat. S. 

8 sarvajnopi sarva-saktir api purva-purva-sarganusdrena veddn viracayan na 
svatantrah. 

4 purusdsvatantrya-mdtram cdpauru$eyatvam rocayante jaiminiyd api , tac 
casmdkam api samdnam anyatrabhinivesat. Bhamdtl . 

6 See, however, Vaisesika Sutra VI. 1. 1. buddhi-pilrvd vakya-krtir vede . 

6 B.U. II. 4. 10; P.U., p. 199. 
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verily, can not convert a pot into a cloth’, 1 says Vacaspati. S. says 
that the source of knowledge is knowledge itself. The origin of a body 
of Scripture possessing the quality of omniscience cannot be sought 
elsewhere but in omniscience itself.’ Scripture is not a written text. It 
is eternal truth interpreted with the help of the doctrine of 
samanvaya. 

Sdstra for includes the iomVedas, the epics, the pur anas and othcT 
branches of learning, vidyasthana. Bhdmatl says: ‘The Vedas are his 
breath, his glance the five elements, the movable and immovable 
[universe] is his smile and his sleep is the final deluge.’ 2 

Objects require proofs to establish their reality but proofs like 
perception and inference are different modes of knowledge based on 
consciousness. Consciousness is the revealer, the proof of all things. 
It does not require any proof to prove it. 3 

Reason and experience are two different approaches in man’s 
quest for God. Both are responses of the human soul to God’s 
self-disclosure, through nature and history and spiritual experience. 
They reveal life’s transcendental meaning. Reason reveals to us God 
as a matter of speculation; in experience it ceases to be an object of 
speculation but becomes a present reality. The method of natural 
sciences is not the only instrument by which it is possible to discover 
truth. Spiritual experience offers a valid proof for the existence of 
God. 

In spiritual experience which is registered in the Sdstras we have a 
sense of power, of release from bondage. It is not a subjective 
impression but cognition of an object. Spiritual experience has this in 
common with perceptual experience that in both there is the recognition 
of something given. It is an experimental knowledge of the things of 
God. 4 The knowledge of Brahman culminates in experience and has 
an existent object for its content. 6 The knowledge of the true nature 

1 na hi agamah sahasram api ghafatii pafayitum Ikate. I. i. i. 

2 nihsvasitam asya vedd, vlhsitam etasya panca-bhutdni, smitam etasya 
car dear am, asya ca suptam maha-pralayah. 

3 atmdnubhavam asritya pratyaksddi prasiddhyati , anubhuteh svatah-siddheh 
kd'peksd, dtma-siddhaye? 

4 ‘You will discover a sense that will perceive the Divine.' Proverbs ii. 5. 
We have a sense of sight for perceiving non-corporeal things, of hearing voices 
that make no sound with air, tasting the bread that gives life (John vi.5iff.) ;the 
sense of smell that made Paul say that he was 'the good odour of Christ' 
(II Corinthians ii. 15); a sense of touch which John used when he handled the 
' word of life ' (I John i. 1). See also John i. 14; Hebrews vi. 5; Romans vii. 22. 

6 S.B. I. 1. 2. Cp. Nietzsche who describes the role of intuition or inspiration. 
In the state of creative inspiration, he writes: ‘One becomes nothing but a 
medium for super-mighty influences. That which happens can only be termed 
revelation; that is to say, that suddenly, with unutterable certainty and 
delicacy, something becomes visible and audible and shakes and rends one to 
the depth of one's being. One hears, one does not seek; one takes, one does not 
ask who it is that gives; like lightning a thought flashes out of necessity, 
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of a thing is not dependent on human intellection. It depends on 
the thing itself. 1 The knowledge of Brahman depends on the thing 
itself because its content is an existent thing. 2 It is not an object of 
the senses. 3 By nature the senses have objects as their content and 
do not have Brahman as their content. 4 Brahman is not perceived 
by the senses. It is inferred from the world or learnt from the texts 
or experienced by the individual. 

The problem of communication is difficult. We cannot make the 
experience intelligible to others, cannot adequately express it through 
the limitations of language. Kablr says: That which you see is not; 
and for that which is you have no words.’ Again: Tt cannot be told by 
the words of the mouth; it cannot be written on paper. It is like a 
dumb person who tastes a sweet thing—how shall it be explained?' 5 

The old days when the Scriptures were accepted on trust that God 
was their author are no more. There is a new approach today. We do 
not accept scriptural documents as books apart from other books, 
unquestionable in their accuracy and advice. The view that they are 
the inerrant word of God does not carry conviction. Disturbed by 
the attacks of modern knowledge and criticism, some people resort 
to what is called fundamentalism, a forthright assertion of complete 
verbal inspiration coupled with a total rejection of all that modern 
knowledge has contributed to a real understanding of the Scriptures. 

There is another view of the Veda as dpta-vacana or sayings of the 
wise, those who had attained to a realisation of Brahman , brahma- 
prdpti. This view is supported by §. who makes out that th eSruti or 
Scripture is pratyaksa 6 or records of the direct experiences of the 
seers, which are of a self-certifying character. ‘How can one’, §. asks, 

complete in form. It is a rapture ... a state of being entirely outside oneself. 
Everything happens in the highest degree involuntarily, as in a storm of 
feeling, freedom, of power, of divinity.' 

1 na vastu-ydthdtmya-jndnam pur u$a-buddy apeksam . . . vastu-tantram eva tat . 

S.B. 

8 brahma-jUdnam api vastu-iantram eva, bhiita-vastu-visayatvut. Ibid. 

8 indriyavisayatvcna. See also 6 . 13 . I. 1. 4. 

na ca parinisfhita-vastu-svarupatve’pi pratyaksadi-visayatvam brahmanah. 

William Law said: ‘Away, then, with the fictions and workings of discursive 
reason, either for or against Christianity! They are only the wanton spirit of 
the mind, whilst ignorant of God and insensible of its own nature and condition. 

. . . For neither God, nor heaven, nor hell, nor the devil, nor the flesh, can be 
any other way knowable in you or by you, but by their own existence and 
manifestation in you. And any pretended knowledge of any of those things, 
beyond and without this self-evident sensibility of their birth within you, is 
only such knowledge of them as the blind man hath of the light that has never 
entered into him.' 

4 svabhdvato visaya-vi$aydnlndriyani, na ca brahma-visayani. 6 . 13 . See also 
Kafka U. II. 1. 1; P.U., p. 630. 

5 Rabindranath Tagore: Kablr*s Poems, pp. 95, 121. 

• I. 3. 28; III. 2. 24. 
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'contest the truth of another possessing knowledge of Brahman , 
vouched for as it is by his heart’s conviction?’ 1 The experience is 
intimate, ineffable, incommunicable. It is an act of pure apprehension 
when our whole being is welded into one, an act of impassioned 
intuition which excludes all conceptual activities. ‘Whereas 1 was 
blind, I now see.’ The self alone is witness to it. 2 The experience of 
Brahman cannot be adequately expressed in words. This is true even 
of ordinary immediate experiences of given objects. Vacaspati says: 
‘the distinctive attributes of various things cannot, indeed, be 
declared, though experienced. The difference in the sweetness of the 
sugar-cane, milk and jaggery cannot, verily, be given expression to, 
even by the Goddess of Learning.’ 3 The experiences which we cannot 
know from perception or inference are described in the Vedas', hence 
their authoritativeness. 4 * Even those who look upon Brahman as 
personal God admit that his nature is inconceivable except through 
the Vedas} 

Mere inferential knowledge will not do for the realisation of 
Brahman. It is to be used as an aid for the interpretation of the 
Vedanta texts. This is admitted by the Vedic Scripture. 6 

R. repudiates the idea of inferring the existence of an omniscient 
and omnipotent God from the nature of the world. He holds that the 
reality of God cannot be known through any means of proof such as 
perception and inference. He is known only through scriptural 
evidence. 

Madhva also believes that inference by itself cannot prove that 
Brahman is the cause of the production, etc., of the world. 

1 S.B. IV. 1. 15. 

2 atma-sdksikam anutpannam. on B.U. IV. 4. 8. 

Bergson says that religion represents ‘the crystallisation of what mysticism 
has poured, while hot, into the soul of man. Through religion all men get a little 
of what a few privileged souls possessed in ful]’. The Two Sources of Morality 
and Religion, E.T. (1935), p. 227. 

Francis Kous (seventeenth century) says: ‘The soul has two eyes—one human 
reason, the other far excelling that, a divine and spiritual light. By it the soul 
doth see spiritual things as truly as the corporal eye doth corporal things.’ The 
Threefold Life III. 31. 

9 na hi te te asadhararia-dharmd anubhuyamand api sakya vaktum ; na khalv 
iksu-ksira-gudddlnam madhura-rasa-bheddh sakyah sarasvatyapy dkhydtum. 

I. 1.3. 

4 Say ana in his introduction to the Rg Veda quotes a verse: 

pratyak$epdnumityd vd yas tupayo na drsyate 
enam vidanti vedena tasmdd vedasya vedata . 

6 Cp. Skanda pur aria: 

nendriyaih nanumdnaii ca na tarkaibi kakyate vibhum 
jndturii narayanam devark veda-vedyam sandtanam. 

11.7.19.14. 

e krutyaiva ca sahdyatvena tarkasyapy abhyupetatvat. S.B. I. 1. 2. See B.U. 

II. 4. 5; C.U. VI. 14. 2. 
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Sripati holds that the Vedas were created by Siva and the texts 
were intended for the glorification of Siva . This is against the Purva 
Mitnamsd view that the Vedas are eternal and uncreated. The nature 
of Brahman can be understood not through discussion but through 
the testimony of the Vedas. 

Vallabha combines the second and the third sutrds in one. He 
believes that we can know only on the evidence of the Scriptures that 
Brahman is the cause of the world. 

A rationalist takes the high a priori road and attempts to deduce 
the universe from a few fixed principles. The inadequacy of rational 
knowledge is accepted by all knowers of God. 1 There are religious 
leaders both in the East and in the West who demand a complete 
sacrifice of the intellect. If they say that empirical science can give 
no knowledge of God or that our thoughts of God cannot be adequate 
to the Divine Reality but fall inevitably into contradictions or that 
mere thinking is not a substitute for experience, they are not 
unreasonable. But highest experience is not irrational. Faith seeks 
understanding. 2 The God one infers is an idea and does not give 
religious apprehension. It is direct experience that is registered in the 
Scriptures. Faith is not blind acquiescence in external authority. 
'The wise man after studying the Scriptures and becoming devoted to 
wisdom and knowledge throws away the Scriptures even as one 
throws away the straw after collecting the grain.' 3 4 ‘When one knows 
the truth there is no need for the Vedas.** 

There are those who have neither experience nor rational know¬ 
ledge of God. They have neither sight nor proof. They have faith 
in the Scriptures. In faith we believe with our hearts while in science 
we believe with our minds. But the word faith has another meaning. 
It is not merely acceptance of authority without proof or experience. 
It is the response of the whole man, which includes assent of intellect 
and energy of will. Men of faith are men of power who have 
assimilated the truth and made it into a creative principle. God 
becomes the light and life from which they act, the strange power 


1 ‘The wisdom of this world is foolishness with God.' I Corinthians iii. 19; 
see also ii. 14. 

2 Cp. St Anselm: Fides quaerens intcllectum. ‘O Lord, I do not dare to 
search into thy depths, for my understanding is in no wise equal thereto. Yet 
I do yearn to understand something of thy truth which my heart believes. 
Not indeed that I seek to understand in order that I may believe, but I 
believe in order that I may understand.' (Credo ut intelligam.) 

St Thomas Aquinas states the rationality of the beliefs he holds. Vidyaranya 
says that reasoning in accord with experience is useful, not mere reasoning. 
svanubhuty anusarena tarkyatam md kutarkyatdm. Pancadasl VI. 30. 

8 grantham abhyasya medhdvl jnana-vijiidna-tat-parah 
paldlam iva dhanydrthl tyajet grantham aiesatah. 

Uttar a Gita 20. 

4 vedair ndsti prayojanam. Ibid . 22. 
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beside which our own power is weakness. God is the name we give to 
that interior principle which exceeds us while forming the very centre 
of our being. 

The second and third siitras demonstrate the intimate connection 
and continuity of reason and intuition. 

The greatest of the mystics are particularly sensitive to the rational 
aspect of existence. They rise to the mystical elevation not only 
through intuition but through the strictly logical sequence of 
rational thought. The seers of the Ufianisads and the Buddha, Plato 
and Plotinus point to the validity of mystical experience on grounds 
of logical thought. In these days when many regard themselves as the 
elect of God, as the chosen instruments of the Holy Spirit, and 
possess a sublime confidence in their own infallibility, it is essential 
to emphasise the continuity of reason and intuition and the pre¬ 
dominantly rational character of religious insight. As the experience 
has a cognitive quality about it, the judgments based on it should be 
subjected to logical analysis. Logical scrutiny is the one safeguard 
against mere caprice. If the tradition is to be preserved we need men 
who illustrate it in their own experience. When the Princess in the 
story cried out in despair as to what would happen to the Vedic 
tradition, 1 Kumarila Bhatta reassured her that there was no need for 
tear as the great teacher was alive. 2 * 4 


Section 4 (4) 

HARMONY OF TEXTS 

I. 1.4. This section declares that Brahman is the meaning of all 
scriptural passages. Their differences are only apparent and are 
capable of reconciliation. The many passages have one purport. 

tat tu samanvaydt 

But that is the result of the harmony {of the different scriptural state¬ 
ments) . 

tat: that; tu: but. 

samanvaydt being the result of the harmony of the different texts. 

The word tu, but, according to excludes the prima facie view. 8 
The objection is raised that the Scriptures which are said to be the 
source of our knowledge of Brahman speak of Brahman in different 
ways. We must get the connected meaning of the different texts of 
the IJpanisads* 

1 kith karomi kva gacchdmi veddn ka uddhari$yati. 

2 ma vibhesi vararohe bhatfacaryo’sti bhutale. 

8 tu kabdah piirva-paksa-vyavmtyarthah. 

4 evam eva samanvito hy aupani$ada)t pada-samudayafy . R. 
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Even as there are order and harmony in the universe so in know¬ 
ledge. Though the mystery of Brahman is, strictly speaking, 
incommunicable, it would be hidden and mute without some form of 
knowledge. When words come up fresh and breathless from the 
embrace of Reality they carry power and authority. 1 Language is, at 
best, an instrument and all instruments are subject to imperfection. 

£. starts his discussion on this sutra by stating the objection that 
the Vedas deal with ritual and the Vedanta passages are not intended 
for ritual. 2 We cannot have an injunction with regard to a thing 
already existing, 3 4 and so the Vedas dealing as they do with ritual 
cannot be the source of the knowledge of Brahman. If it is said that 
the Vedas enjoin us to contemplate, we have to note that contempla¬ 
tion, which depends on the establishment of differences of the 
contemplated, contemplator, contemplation cannot occur in the 
case of Brahman which is devoid of all differences and is to be 
known only through the Vedanta : x Though Vedic statements are 
generally treated as authoritative in relation to injunctions, the 
authoritativeness of the means of valid knowledge consists in their 
generating knowledge which is uncontradicted, not already under¬ 
stood and indubitable. 5 Though the generation of this kind of 
knowledge is known by the nature of presumptive implication from 
the nature of the effect, yet in the generation of this knowledge, it 
is not dependent on any other means of valid knowledge. The Vedas 
give us not only injunctions with regard to ritual but also Brahma - 
knowledge. 6 The authority for Brahman is the sacred teaching. 7 

1 Cp. Max Picard: ‘The perfect silence is heard in the perfect word/ 
Wittgenstein says: ‘There is, indeed, the inexpressible. This shows itself: 
it is the mystical/ Traetaius Logico-Philosophicus (1922). 

* amniiyasya kriydrthatvad dyiarthakyam atadarthdndm. Purva Mlmdmsa 
I. 2. 1. Cp. also: tad bhutdnam kriydrthena samdmndyafr. 'The [words] denoting 
those existent things are to be connected with [passages] whose purport is 
ritual.’ Purva Mlmdmsa I. 1. 25. drsfo hi tasydrthah karmdvabodhanam ndma. 
‘Its purport is indeed seen to be what is called the teaching of ritual/ Sahara on 
Purva Mlmdmsa I. 1. 1. Again: codaneti kriydydft pravartakam vacanam. ‘An 
injunction is a statement which prompts to action/ Sahara on Purva Mlmdmsa 
I. 1. 2. 

Cp. also: pravrttir vd nivrttir vd nityena krtakena vd 

pumsam yenopadisyeta tacchdstram abhidhlyate. 

‘Participation in activity or abstention from it in respect of the obligatory or 
the occasional, that by which these are taught to men is called sacred teaching/ 
Quoted in Bhdmatl I. 1.4. 

* na ca parinis(hite vastu-svarupe vidhib sambhavati, kriyd-visayatvad vidheJi. 

4 updsyopasakopasdnddi-bheda-siddhyadhlnopdsand na nirasta-samasia- 
bheda-prapaUce veddnta-vedye brahmani sambhavati. Bhdmatl. 

4 abddhitanadhigatasandigdha-bodha-janakatvam hi pramdyatvam pramdn- 
dndm. Bhdmatl . 

* Idrg-bodha-janakatvam ca karye vidhlnam. Bhdmatl. 

7 tasmdt siddham brahmayab hastra-pramayatvam . S. 
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Another objection is raised. Though the Veda is the means of 
gaining a right knowledge of Brahman , yet it suggests Brahman only 
as the object of certain injunctions even as the sacrificial post, the 
dhavaniya fire, etc., though they are supra-mundane, are intimated 
by the sacred teaching (only) as subsidiary to an injunction. 1 Even if 
it is said that there is a distinction between the fruit of the knowledge 
of Brahman and the fruit of the knowledge of religious duty, a mere 
statement of the truth of Brahman is not enough to give us the 
knowledge of Brahman. That is why one is asked to seek the Self, 
desire to know the Self. So the objector holds that Brahman should 
be acknowledged to have sacred teaching as authority only as the 
content of an injunction of realisation. 2 

It is said in reply that there is a difference in nature between ritual 
and Brahman , in respect of their knowledge and fruit:. 3 The fruits of 
actions, meritorious or simple, are happiness and misery. There are 
gradations of happiness, rising in degrees of excellence from the world 
of men to that of Brahma. Similarly there are degrees of misery from 
the world of men down to the hell known as avid. All that is both 
produced and destructible. 4 The fruit of the knowledge of the Self is, 
however, final, unembodied, unsurpassable and being naturally 
established is eternal and unproduced. This eternal reality is not the 
fruit of an injunction whose content is contemplation. The state of 
final release which is non-embodiment is distinct from the fruit of 
ritual to be observed. It is eternal. 6 

In eloquent phrases, describes the state of moksa. This is 
absolute, immutably eternal, all-pervasive like the ether, devoid of all 
modifications, eternally contented, without parts, self-luminous by 
nature, which merit and demerit together with their fruit do not 
approach, not the three times [past, present and future]. This is the 
non-embodiment called final release/ 6 If this is the nature of final 
release, it is not something to be accomplished, or done. As soon as 

1 yady api kdstra-pramdnakam brahma: tathapi pratipatti-visayatdyaiva 
iastrena brahma samarpyate, yathd yupdhavanlyadlny-alaukikdny api vidhi- 
&e$atayd sdstreria samarpyante tadvat. S. 

2 tasmat pratipatti-vidhi-visayatdyaiva sdstra-pramdnakam brahma - 

bhyupagantavyam. S. 

3 karma-brahma-vidya-phalayor vailakfayydt. 6. 

4 punydpunya-karmayofy phale sukha-duhkhe, tatra mannsya-lokam arabhya 
a-brahma-lokdt sukhasya tdratamyam adhikddhikotkarsah evam manu§ya-lokam 
arabhya duhkha-taratamyamdcavici-lokdt, tasya tasya sarvam karyam ca vindU 
ca. diyantikam tv asariratvam, anatikayam svabhdvasiddhataya nityam akdryam 
atma-jhanasya phalam. Bhdmati. 

6 Cp. ata evdnusfheya-karma-phala-vilaksanam mok§dkhyam asariratvam 
nityam iti siddham. S. 

4 idam tu pdramdrthikam kufastha-nityam, vyomavat sarva-vydpi, sarva - 
vikriya-rahitam, nitya-trptam, nir-avayavam, svayam-jyotih-svabhdvam, yatra 
dharmddharmau saha k dr yen a kdlatrayam ca nopdvartate, tad etad asariratvam 
mok§dkhyam. 
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knowledge arises, ignorance disappears . 1 §. affirms that the knowledge 
of Brahman is not dependent on human activity . 2 It is not something 
to be attained: it is by nature attained by all . 3 It is not to be under¬ 
stood by anyone either through the ritual part of the Veda or logical 
reasoning . 4 

If the aims of the two sdstras, Dharma-mimdmsd and Brahma - 
mlmdimsd were not different, there would have been no justilication 
for two separate sdstras. Their very distinction makes out that the 
knowledge of Brahman is enjoined for the purpose of final release 
even as sacrifices are enjoined for the purpose of obtaining the 
heavenly world and the like. 

There is no opposition between the two sdstras. Madhva argues 
that the Scriptures declare Visnu to be Brahman, the ultimate cause 
of the world and not Siva. 

Bertrand Russell admits that great thinkers are sometimes led 
by mysticism (I. 1 . 3 ) and sometimes by science ( 1 . 1 . 2 ) to the prob¬ 
lems of philosophy. ‘But’, he observes, ‘the greatest men who have 
been philosophers have felt the need both of science and of mysti¬ 
cism; the attempt to harmonise the two was what made their life, 
and what always must, for all the arduous uncertainty, make 
philosophy, to some minds, a greater thing than either science or 
religion .’ 5 Science and religion require to be reconciled. 

Today the samanvaya or harmonisation has to be extended to the 
living faiths of mankind. Religion concerns man as man and not man 
as Jew or Christian, Hindu or Buddhist, Sikh or Muslim. As the 
author of the B.S. tried to reconcile the different doctrines prevalent 
in his time, we have to take into account the present state of our 
knowledge and evolve a coherent picture . 6 Beliefs retain their 
vigour for a long time after their roots have withered or their sources 
have silted up. We must express our beliefs in the context and shape 
of the real questions and search of modern men. The way in which 
faith has hitherto expressed itself, the categories which it has 
evolved, the very nature of the world and the hope towards which 
faith directs its attention have lost their meaning and reality for the 

1 vidyodaya evdvidya-nivrttih. Brahmasiddhi , p. 32. 

2 na purusa-vydpara-tantrd brahma vidyd. 3 nitydpta-svarupatvat. &. 

4 vidhi-kdncLe tarka-samaye vd kcnacid adhigatah. §. 

5 Mysticism and Logic (1918). 

6 Origcn writes to his former pupil Gregory the Wonder-worker: 'I should 
like to see you use all the resources of your mind on Christianity and make that 
your ultimate object. I hope that to that end you will take from Greek 
philosophy everything capable of serving as an introduction to Christianity 
and from geometry and astronomy all ideas useful in expounding the Holy 
Scriptures; so that what philosophers say of geometry, music, grammar, 
rhetoric and astronomy—that they assist philosophy—we too may be able to 
say of philosophy itself in relation to Christianity.' Epistle Gregory I, quoted in 

Origen by Jean Danielou (1955), P- 16. 
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modern world. Our society is shaken to its foundations. The con¬ 
ventional call on the part of religions to believe in God, work for his 
glory and purpose has become open to question. Philosophy is not a 
mere intellectual pursuit labelling and classifying the contents of 
thought but the creation of a new awareness of oneself and the world. 
Samanvaya or reconciliation is the need of our age. The global, all- 
comprehensive changes which are taking place represent something 
new in the structure of human society, though they are not deviations 
from the normal course of history. The world community which w r e 
envisage can be sustained only by a community of ideals. We have to 
look beyond the political and economic arrangements to ultimate 
spiritual issues. We have to fashion a new type of man who uses the 
instruments he has devised with a renewed awareness that he is 
capable of greater things than mastery of nature. 

Unfortunately rivalries among religions are retarding the growth 
of an international community, the fellowship of man. If we accept 
the view that the Scriptures of the world are the records of the 
experiences of the great seers who have expressed their sense of the 
inner meaning of the world through their intense insight and deep 
imagination, we will not adopt an attitude of dogmatic exclusiveness. 
Symmachus in his controversy with St Ambrose said: ‘It is impossible 
that so great a mystery should be approached by one road only.’ 
Nicholas of Cusa, echoing the words of-the prophet Muhammad, 
observes: ‘God is sought in various ways anti called by various 
names in the various religions ... he has sent various prophets and 
teachers in various ages to the various peoples.' The view is in 
agreement with the concept of universal revelation that has the 
support of Justin, Clement and Origen. The Logos or the Word of 
God inspired all that is true and good in the religious thinking of men. 
The seeds of Logos, Logos Spermalikos, were scattered in all mankind. 
Justin proclaims: ‘All who have lived according to the Logos are 
Christians, even if they are generally accounted as atheists, like 
Socrates and Heracleitus among the Greeks.' 1 Clement of Alexandria 
looked upon Greek philosophy as ‘a preparation for Christ’; ‘a 
schoolmaster to lead us to Christ’. 2 He brought about the marriage 
between Platonism and Christianity. The early Fathers enriched 
Christian mysteries by using the ideas of Socrates and Plato. They 
expressed Christianity in terms familiar to the people trained in 
Greek thought. Augustine's views are well known. ‘The salvation 
brought by the Christian religion has never been unavailable for any 
who was worthy of it.' ‘What is now called the Christian religion 
always existed in antiquity and was never absent from the beginning 
of the human race until Christ appeared in the flesh. At this time, the 
true religion which was already there, began to be called Christian¬ 
ity.' 3 It is now admitted that in the course of its development 


1 Apology I. 46. 


2 Stromata IV. 28, 32. 


* Retractions I. 13. 
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Christianity has drawn upon Greek metaphysics and mystery 
religions. The religion of the New Testament according to St Paul is 
‘debtor both to Greeks and barbarians'. 1 Now that the religious 
environment has been world-wide and the living faiths are en¬ 
countering one another the idea of fellowship among religions is 
gaining ground and a reconciliation or samanvaya is taking place. 

The great sages are symbols of the Spirit in which they are one. 
While we have to communicate our faith through words and symbols, 
forms and creeds in accordance with the accidents of our race, 
nation or training, we use them to help us to realise the presence of 
the Spirit in us. If we strive with a sincere intent and a whole heart, 
we get not to a new faith but to the heart of all faith. 

The first four sutras are said to be the essence of the teaching of 
the B.S. 


Section 5 (5-11) 

INADEQUACY OF NATURALISM 

I. 1. 5. Section 5 (5-11) suggests by various arguments that the 
cause of the world is conscious reality and cannot be identified with 
the non-conscious pradhana or matter as the Sdmkhya system holds. 

iksater ndsabdam. 

Because of seeing {matter which is) not founded on the Scripture is not 
( 1 the cause). 

iksateh: on account of seeing; na: not; asabdam: not founded on 
Scripture. 

The primary matter, pradhana , is sometimes said to be the root 
cause of the world. From the principle that every effect has a 
cause, to avoid infinite regress, we affirm a primary cause which itself 
is uncaused. That in which the world, divested of name and shape, 
resides, some call prakrti , others mdyd, others atoms/ 2 Devi 
Mdhatmya says: ‘You are the power of Visnu , endless valour. You 
are the source of the universe, the primal mdyd. By you all this is 
enchanted [confused]. When you are gracious you are the cause of 
final emancipation/ 3 

The Sdmkhya thinkers argue that the non-intelligent matter 
pradhana consisting of the three strands of sattva, rajas and tamas is 
the cause of the world. This view is devoid of scriptural evidence. 


1 Romans i. 14. 

* namarupa-vinirmuktam yasmin samtisfhate jagat. 
tam dhuh prakrtim kecin mdyam vanye pare tv atiun. 

Quoted from Brhad-Vasistha in the Patanjala-bhdsya-Vdrttika. 
8 tvam vaisyiavl iaktir ananta-vlrya vUvasya bljam paramdsi mdyd 
sammohitam devi samaslam etat tvam vai prasannd bhuvi mnkti-hetuh. 
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Pradhana cannot be the cause, for the quality of seeing, thinking is 
ascribed to the cause in the Scripture. The passage says tad aiksata 
bahu sydm prajdyeyeti . 1 ‘It saw, [thought], may I be many, may I 
grow forth.’ Thought is prior to all creation . 2 

The Sdmkhya thinkers may say that thought is a quality of the 
sattva (goodness) quality of the pradhana . It is said that when the 
three gunas are in equipoise in the state of pradhana knowledge which 
is a quality of goodness is not possible. There can be no knowledge 
without a witnessing principle of consciousness . 3 If it is said that 
pradhana possesses the quality of knowledge owing to the witnessing 
principle, the Lord, then it would be more reasonable to assume that 
the all-knowing Brahman itself is the cause of the world. 

This sutra is used to suggest that the Ultimate Reality is not 
nirguna-Brahman, but saguna, Personal God. R. develops his view 
that the universe of sentient and non-sentient beings constitutes the 
body of the Lord. According to Saivites, Sakti and Siva are both 
Brahman and through their harmony they ensoul the world . 4 * Accord¬ 
ing to Srikantha, Siva qualified by Sakti , sakti-visista-siva , is Brahman. 

Baladeva gives a different interpretation: ‘Since [Brahman is] 
seen [i.e. mentioned by the Scripture] [he is] not inexpressible.’ 

Vijnana-bhiksu points out that Brahman must be a person since it 
is said that he perceives or desires. Perception or desire cannot be 
attributed to unconscious prakrti. Vijnana-bhiksu questions S.’s 
assertion that the purport of the sutra is that prakrti is not the cause 
of the world since the idea of prakrti is un-Vedic. He quotes from the 
Upanisads many passages where prakrti is spoken of as the cause of 
the world, as the energy of God, for example, in the S.U. Even 
though the magician may withhold his magic, the magic power is in 
him . 6 

It is clear that the Sutrakara does not hold that the world is due to 
avidya. He takes the problem of the creation of the world seriously 
and urges that the world is the product not of pradhana of the 
Sdmkhya system but of Brahman possessed of intelligence. There is 
no suggestion here of the unreality of the world. 

S. holds that Brahman’s power is may a, that it exists and functions 
only as residing in Brahman , that, though thus informed, it is 
transcended by Brahman. The effect is Brahman functioning through 
mdyd and is not non-existent. The world is unreal apart from 
Brahman but is real as founded in Brahman. 6 

1 C.U. VI. 2. 3; P.U., p. 449; sec also Aitareya Aranyaka II. 4. 1. 2. Prasna U. 
VI. 3. 2 sarve$v api srsti-pvakaranesviksd-purvikaiva srslih pratiyate. R. 

* ndsdksikd sattva-vrttir jundti nabhidhlyate, na cdcctanasya pradhanasya 

sdksitvam asti. 

4 saktik tivai ca sac-chabda-prakrti-pratyayoditau 

tau brahma-sdmarasyena samasta-jagad-atmakau. 

6 may ay a vyapara-nivrttir evdvagamyate na nasah. 

4 brahma-vyatirekeita kdrya-jatasyabhdva iti gamyate. 6. 
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I. 1.6. gaunas cen ndtma sabddt 

On account of the word self (used for the cause), (the meaning of the word 
‘seeing ) is not secondary (figurative). 

gannah: secondary, figurative; cen: if; na: not; dtma-sahddt: on 
account of the word ‘self*. 

If it is argued that the word ‘seeing' is used in a secondary or figura¬ 
tive sense in some passages ‘That fire thought; that w r ater thought ', 1 
and it may be so treated here, the answer is that the word ‘self' is 
actually employed. It is the self that sees or thinks and there is no 
need to look upon seeing as figurative. In the passages ‘fire thought' or 
‘water thought' what thinks is the self acting through them . 2 * 

Baladeva gives a different interpretation. If it be said that the 
creator of the world is gauna (i.e. saguna Brahman associated with 
the qualities of prakrti possessing the sattva guna ), the siitra says it 
cannot be on account of the term ‘self'. This term ‘self' can apply 
only to the nirguna-Brahman, free from the qualities of prakrti. 

I. 1. 7. tan-nisthasya moksopadesdt 

Because release is taught of him who takes his stand on (is devoted to) 
that (Brahman). 

tan-nisthasya: of him who concentrates on that Self (or Brahman), 
moksopadesdt: because of the instruction of release. 

If it be said that the term ‘self’ may be used in regard to pradhdna, 
figuratively, that the real (sat) meant in the Upanisad 3 is the non- 
intclligent matter, it is said in reply that release is possible only with 
concentration on Self which is intelligence. The whole teaching in 
the Upanisad is clear that release is possible for one who is devoted to 
the Real as self, tat satyam, sa dtmd. 

Devotion to the non-intelligent principle is the cause of all suffering; 
it cannot lead to release. Even those who advocate the view of 
pradhdna as the cause of the world do not maintain that he who is 
devoted to pradhdna attains release . 4 

Baladeva argues that salvation is promised to him who relies on 
nirguna-Bra h ma n. 

I. 1. 8. heyatvdvacandc ca 

And because there is no statement that it has to be discarded . 
heyatva: the quality of being discarded; avacandt: because there is no 
statement; ca: and. 

The word sat has not been used to indicate pradhdna even as a 
first step to the knowledge that the real is Brahman. In such a case 

1 C.U. VI. 2. 3, 4; P.U., p. 449. tat teja aiksata . ta apa aiksanta. 

2 C.U. VL 3. 2. 8 C.U. VI. 2ff. 

4 pradhdna-kdrana-vadinopi hi pradhdna-nis{hasya moksam nabhyupagac- 

chanti. R. 
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there would have been instruction to discard the provisional 
definition of Brahman pradhdna. There are no statements that this 
view has to be discarded. 

What is called anmdhati-nydya is adopted here. If we are to point 
out the small star ArundhatT, we first direct attention to a big star 
near it and say ‘that is Arundhati* though it is really not so. Later 
on, we withdraw the first direction and point to the real Arundhati, 
It is possible in the same way that the teacher may direct the pupil 
through the non-seli,pradhdna, to the self but in that case there would 
have been a statement that the self is not of the nature of pradhdna 
but there is no such statement. 

Ca for Bhaskara means contradiction of the original proposition. 

Nimbarka says [ pradhdna ] cannot be denoted by the terms 
Existent, Self, etc., for there is no [scriptural] statement of its 
having to be discarded. Pradhdna cannot serve the purpose of 
salvation. Scripture does not give any other purpose for Scripture 
does not teach anything which does not fulfil a purpose. 

Baladeva says that if saguna-Brahman were the Creator of the 
world, Scripture would have said that he was inferior and fit to be 
discarded. 

In some versions there is, at this point, another sutra , prati- 
jndvirodhdt. R. and Nimbarka have it as a separate sfdra while §., 
Bhaskara, Vallabha and Baladeva do not mention it. 

On account of the contradiction of the initial statement, 
pratijhd: initial statement, definite thesis. 
virodhdt: on account of the contradiction. 

The initial statement is that through the knowledge of the one 
reality, all things arc to be known. 1 From the knowledge of pradhdna, 
we cannot know all things for conscious beings cannot be the effects 
of non-conscious principle. There would thus arise a contradiction 
of the view that through the knowledge of one, there would be the 
knowledge of all. 

I. 1. 9. svdpyaydt 

On account {of the individual soul) entering the self. 

sva: the Self, dtman. 

apyaydt: on account of entering. 

Pradhdna cannot be the Self for it is said ‘When a person sleeps, 
as it is called, then he has reached pure being. He has gone to 
his own, svarn apito hhavati. Therefore, we say, he sleeps for he has 
gone to his own.’ 2 Here the Real is said to be the Self. It cannot be 
the pradhdna . 

If we say that the word ‘own’ denotes pradhdna we will have the 
absurd position that an intelligent entity is being resolved into a 


1 C.U. VI. 1. 


* C.U. VI. 8. i; P.U., p. 456. 
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non-intelligent one . 1 There is also the other passage that in the state of 
dreamless sleep the Self is absorbed in the Self . 2 It cannot be absorbed 
in the non-conscious pradhdna . 

R. quotes the Vrttikdra to the effect: Then he becomes united with 
the Real—this is proved by [all creatures] entering into it and 
coming back out of it/ 

Baladeva reads the sutra differently, svdpydt, and interprets it 
differently. '[The Creator is not the Personal God] because "he [the 
Creator] merges into himself" and saguna-Brahman merges into 
something other than himself/ 

I. 1. 10. gati-sdmdnydt 

(hi account of the uniformity of teaching {Brahman is to he treated as 
the cause). 

gati: teaching, primary meaning, pravytti. R. apprehension. 

avagali, Niiiibarka. 

sdmdnydt: on account of uniformity. 

The Vedanta texts are agreed in teaching that the cause of the 
world is the intelligent Brahman . 3 There is no disagreement on this 
point. 

R. says that the import of the scriptural texts is uniform, that 
Brahman alone is the cause and not any other. 

Madhva holds that there is tdratamya among the nine different 
kinds of devotees . 4 Suka is of a different view. For him those who 
practise hhakti in the nine forms mentioned in the Bhdgavata arc on a 
level . 5 

Nimbarka points out that as a conscious cause is indicated by 
all the scriptural texts, a non-conscious cause is not acceptable. 

Baladeva says that Scriptures uniformly teach nirguna-Brahman 
and not saguna-Brahman. 

I. 1. 11. srutatvdc ca 

And because it is stated in the sruti {that the all-knowing Brahman is 
the cause of the world). 

irutatvdt: because it is stated in the sruti, i.e. Vedic Scripture; ca: 
and. 

The reference is to the S.U . 6 where the All-knowing Lord is said to 
be the cause. 

S. gives a number of passages where the Supreme is described in 

1 pradhdnam atmlyatvat sva-iabodenocyeta, evam api cetano *cetanam apyetiti. 
viruddham dpadyeta. S. 2 B.U, IV. 3. 21. 

3 samanaiva hi sarvesu vedantefu cetana-karandvagatifr. 

4 moksdhhye laye tdratamyam devandm api drsyate. Mahabhdrata-tdiparya- 
nirriaya. I. 

8 tasmdd anyatamdpi navdnam api bhaktindm moksa-rupa-phalasya 
samdnatvdt . 6 VI. 9. 
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negative terms and others where he is said to be all-knowing, etc. 
He suggests that this dual description of Brahman is relative to our 
states of knowledge and ignorance. 1 

R. affirms that the Brahman which forms the object of enquiry 
possesses attributes such as thinking and so on in their real literal 
sense. On the theory that Brahman is nothing but distinctionless 
intelligence, even the witnessing function of consciousness would be 
unreal. 

There are passages which describe Brahman as devoid of deter¬ 
minations and others which describe Brahman as endowed with all 
auspicious qualities. They indicate that from the cosmic end Brahman 
is viewed as Isvara and in himself as absolute being devoid of all 
determinations. The Upanisads do not suggest any status of 
inferiority to one or the other. The Sutrakdra in 1. 1. 10 makes out 
that the teaching of tiie texts is uniform. 

This w r hole section is viewed by Madhva not as repudiating the 
Sdmkhya view of pradhdna but as critical of the Advaita view of the 
indescribability of Brahman as being beyond the scope of Vedic 
utterances, na cdsabdatvam itara-siddham. The witnessing character 
of the Supreme is inconsistent with the Absolute without deter¬ 
minations. Brahman is described in the Scriptures for they enjoin 
that Brahman should be perceived. If Brahman cannot be grasped 
and described by any of the pramdnas, there would not be any proof 
of its existence. 

Though R. follows S. in his interpretation of this section, he 
says that this section does not support the non-dualistic theory of 
Brahman without determination. 2 

While this section (5-11) is viewed by the other commentators as 
dealing with the question whether Brahman or pradhdna is the 
creator of the w'orld, Bakuleva discusses in this section the question 
whether nirguna-Brahman or sagitna-Brahman is the creator of the 
world. 


Section 6 (12-19) 

THE SUPREME AS BLISS 

It is now established that the cause of the world is an intelligent 
principle and cannot be identified with the non-intelligent pradhdna 
of the Sdmkhya system. From this section onwards to the end of the 
chapter, we find a discussion of certain terms used in the Upanisads , 

1 evam sahasraso vidydvidya-visaya-bhedena brahmano dvi-rupatam dar hay anti 
veddnta-vdkyani. 

* ata eva, nirvise$a-cinmdtra-brahma-vddino’pi sutrakarendbhih srutibhir 
nirasid veditavydh. pdvamdrthika-mukhyeksayiddi-guna-yogi jijhdsyam brahmeti 
vyavasthdpandt ; nirvi&esavade hi saksitvam apy apdramdrthikam. R. 
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whether they refer to the Supreme Lord, the individual soul or 
unintelligent matter. The first topic considered is the meaning of 
dnanda or bliss in relation to the Supreme Reality . 1 

I. 1. 12. dnandamayobhydsat 

(Brahman is) a being full of bliss, because of repetition . 
dnandamayah: full of bliss; abhydsdt: because of repetition. 

The text considered in this sutra is the second chapter of the T.U. 
(1-5) where we have a progressive definition of the nature of self as 
consisting of anna , food, prana , life, manas , mind, vijhana , under¬ 
standing. Then it is said ‘different from and within that which 
consists of understanding is the self consisting of bliss '. 2 If it be said 
that the Self consisting of bliss is a secondary and not the principal 
self, that it is the empirical self subject to rebirth , 3 as it forms a link 
in a series of selves, since it is said to have joy and so forth for its 
limbs and as it is embodied, the reply is given that it is the Highest 
Self on account of frequent repetition in the Upanisads. Though it is a 
link in a series of selves, it is the innermost self of all. For the purpose 
of logical exposition and easy comprehension, we are led on from one 
stage to another till we reach the Highest. This accounts for the 
attribution of limbs and body to it. It is not said of dnanda that there 
is another self inside it, as it was said of matter, life, mind and 
understanding . 4 The objector quotes the text, brahma puccham 
pratistha: 5 Brahman , the lower part is the foundation. If Brahman is 
the foundation, dnanda cannot be Brahman. When it is said that 
Brahman is the puccha, it is meant that it is the foundation of all, 
sarvadhdra, and not that it is merely a limb (avayava) of dnanda. The 
self consisting of bliss is the Supreme Self . 6 

£. gives a twofold explanation of the dnanda-mayddhikarana. 

R. says that the self of bliss is other than the individual soul, it is 
Brahman itself . 7 He argues that the self consisting of knowledge is the 

1 6. holds that the enquiry is continued to explain the distinction between 
nir-visesa Brahman, or the Absolute without determinations, and sa-visesa 
Brahman, or the Absolute with determinations. George Thibaut writes‘But that 
such an investigation is actually carried on in the remaining portion of the first 
Adhyaya, appears neither from the wording of the Sutras nor even fromS.'sown 
treatment of the Vedic texts referred to in the Sutras’. Introduction to Vol. I of 
the Vedanta Sutras with the Commentary of -S'. (1890), pp. xxxii-xxxiii. 

* tasmdd vd etasmdd vijhdna-mayat anyo’ntara atmd ananda-mayah. II. 5. 
P.U., p. 546. 

3 samsary evdnanda-maya-dtmd. The individual self does not become dnanda- 
maya for then it would be the creator of the worlds like the Supreme. The 
Supreme who is dnanda-maya gives bliss to the individuals and cannot itself 
be an individual. There is always a distinction between the giver and the 
receiver, the attained and the attainer. 

4 See S.B. I. 1. 19. 5 T.U., II. 5; P.U., pp. 546-7. 

6 para eva atmd. &. 7 ato vijnana-tnaydj jlvdd anya eva paramdimd. R. 

1 
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individual self, while the self consisting of bliss is the Highest Self. 1 
When Brahman is said to be the support, it means that Brahman has 
no support outside itself. Brahman is rooted in itself. 

For Srikantha, the self of bliss is the para-sakti, otherwise called 
param-akasa of which Brahman is the support. The Sutrakara refers 
to Brahman itself as the self of bliss since there is no fundamental 
difference between para-sakti which is the attribute or dharma of 
Brahman and that which possesses the dharma . The dharmin is 
referred to on account of its essential non-difference from dharma . 

For Nimbarka, that which consists of bliss is the Supreme Self 
alone and not the individual soul. 


I. 1. 13. vikdra-sabddnneti cen na pr dairy at 

If it is said (that anandamaya ) does not (denote the highest Self) since 
it is a word denoting modification , it is not so on account of abundance, 
vikdra-sabddt: because of the word denoting modification. 
na iti cet: if it is held that it does not (refer to the Highest Self). 
na: not so; prdcuryat: on account of abundance. 

If the word ‘mayat' is taken to mean ‘made of, a product or a 
modification, then it cannot apply to the Highest Self which is not a 
product or a modification. It is stated in reply that the word may at 
need not always mean vikdra or modification, it may also mean 
prdcuryar or abundance. Brahman abounds in bliss and this bliss is 
immeasurable. 3 

Suka says that it is the Supreme Self only that is primarily 
contemplated and there is not a suggestion of noil-difference between 
the individual soul and the Supreme Self. 4 

I. 1. 14. taddhetu vyapadesac ca 

And because (Brahman) is declared to be the cause of it (the bliss), 
tat: of it (bliss); hetu (cause); vyapadesdt: because (Brahman) is 
declared; ca: and. 

The Self which causes bliss 5 must itself abound in bliss, even as 
one who gives wealth to others must himself possess abundant 
wealth. 

According to Srfkantha, the self of bliss is cit-sakti , the energy of 
consciousness, while the Brahman spoken of as the tail or the support 
is the Supreme Brahman . 

1 See B.U. III. 7. 22; P.U., p. 229. 

2 Pdnini V. 4. 21. 2 T.U. II. 8. 

4 tasmdt iha sdrlratvasya param-dtmany eva paryavasdndt na jlvesvara-abheda- 

prasakti-gandho'pi iti niiclyate. See Jaya-tlrtha's Nyaya-sudhd I. 1. 25. 

6 esa hy evdnandayati. T.U. II. 7. 
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I. 1 . 15. mdntra-varnikam eva ca giyate 

And because the same ( Brahman ) which is described in the mantra is 
sung {in the Brdhmana). 

mdntra-varnikam: what is described in the mantra; eva: the same; 
ca: and (hence); giyate: is sung. 

Anandamaya is Brahman because the Mantra and the Brdhmana 
portions of the T.U . 1 agree in referring to the same Brahman. 


I. 1 . 16. netaro'nupapatteh 

(.Anandamaya is) not the other, because of inappropriateness. 

na: not; itara: the other; anupapatteh: because of inappropriateness. 

The individual soul is not capable of the activities of creation, etc. 
S. says that it is impossible for the individual soul or any being other 
than the Highest Self, to brood over himself before sending forth 
whatever there is. To think about things to be created and to create 
the things in such a way as to be non-different from himself are 
possible only for the Highest Self . 2 

The Sanskrit word for creation is derived from syj, to emit, to 
discharge. Creation is an outflow from the Divine. It is not creation 
out of nothing. 

R. explains that the higher self is not Brahman without deter¬ 
minations but the all-knowing, blissful Brahman. The clause ‘from 
which speech returns along with mind’ means that mind and speech 
are not means for the knowledge of Brahman. 3 

Srikantha makes out that Hiranya-garbha, world-soul, is not the 
cause of the world, on account of inappropriateness. He begins a new 
section here consisting of sutras 17-20, to deal with the question 
whether the Supreme Hvara is the cause of the world or someone 
else, viz. Hiranya-garbha. Prajd-pati in the context is equivalent to 
pasu-pati. 

I. 1. 17. bheda-vyapadesdc ca 

And on account of the declaration of difference {between the two), 
bheda: difference; vyapadesat: on account of the declaration; ca: and. 

The individual soul and the Self of bliss are represented as different 
in the Upanisad . 4 ‘That, verily, is the essence of existence. For truly 
on getting the essence, one becomes blissful.’ He who attains cannot 
be that which is attained . 5 

1 II. i and 5. 

* tatra prdk-chartrddyutpatter abhidhyanam srjyamandndm vikardndm 
srasfur avyatirckas sarva-vikdra-srsfii ca na parasmdd atmano’nyatropapadyate. 

S. 8 vdn-manasayos tatrdpramdnatdm vadet. R. 

4 T.U. II. 7; P.U., pp. 548-9. 6 na hi labdhaiva labdhavyo bhavati. S. 
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$. suggests that this and the previous sutra relate to the difference 
between the Highest Self and the individual self, for in his view the 
two are the same. The difference between the individual soul and the 
Absolute Self cannot be regarded as fictitious according to this 
sutra, though §. holds that there is no difference in reality between 
the individual soul and Brahman. 

R. refers to another passage in the T.U. (IT. 5) and holds that the 
difference between the individual soul and the Self of bliss is real. 

Srikantha says that the sutra states the difference between 
Hiranya-garbha and the Supreme Lord. 

1 . 1. 18. kdmdc ca nanumandpeksd 

And on account of desire, there is no dependence on inference, 
kdmdt: on account of desire; ca: and; na: not; anumanapeksd: 
dependence on inference. 

The desire ‘to become many and to create' makes out that the 
non-intelligent pradhdna cannot be the cause of the world or be one 
with the Self of bliss for it is incapable of volition. Thought (I. 1. 5) 
and desire in this sutra suggest that the inference made by the 
Samkhya that pradhdna is the root cause of the world is wrong. Will 
is possible for a conscious being or for the Self of bliss and not for 
matter, pradhdna. 

R. and Nimbarka argue that if the individual soul is admitted to be 
the cause, it must depend on a material cause, pradhdna , as a potter 
depends on clay, etc. But the Supreme Self has no need to depend on 
any factor outside himself. 

Srikantha points out that though Hiranya-garbha is said to have 
created the world, it does not stand to reason for it is the Lord himself 
who is said to have created the world in the form of Hiranya-garbha. 

I. 1. 19. asminn asya ca tad yogam sdsti 

Besides, in this the union of this with that [Scripture) teaches, 
asmin: in this; asya: of this; ca: and; tad-yogam: union with that; 
sdsti: teaches. 

Scripture teaches the union or yoga of the individual soul with the 
Self of bliss. When the individual soul attains knowledge, it is united 
with the Self of bliss, i.e. in the state of release, the two are united. 
This is possible only if we understand by the Self of bliss, the Highest 
Self and not either pradhdna or the individual soul. 1 

§. gives another interpretation of these sutras (12-19). We cannot 
hold that the affix may at means product or modification with 
reference to food, life, mind and understanding and means something 
different, ‘abundance’ when we come to ananda. The words belong 

1 tac ca param-atma-parigrahe ghafate, na pradhana-parigrahe jlva-parigrahe 
va ; tasmad ananda-mayah param-atmeti siddham. £. 
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to one series and it would be wrong to suggest that only the last word 
of the series refers to Brahman. If dnanda-maya denotes Brahman , 
even anna-maya should denote it . 1 If it is argued that for other 
members, there is an inward self, while no such inner self is mentioned 
for dnanda-maya , limbs are attributed to it and Brahman is said to be 
its lower part or support. It is not ananda-maya that is Brahman but 
its support is Brahman . 2 Puccha is to be taken as support or resting 
place. B.U. says: ‘Only on a particle of this bliss [of Brahman ] all 
other creatures live .’ 3 

If, in spite of this, we still hold that dnanda-maya self is Brahman , 
urges that it refers to the determinate Brahman and not the 
Brahman without determinations . 4 Ananda is the quality of Brahman 
qut not dnanda-maya. So the affix mayat does not mean abundance 
but product or modification . 5 §., after telling us that the dnanda-maya- 
dtmd or the Self of bliss is the Highest Self , 6 * rejects this view and 
holds that Brahman as the foundation is the indeterminate Brahman 
and dnanda-maya-dtmd is only the determinate Brahman. 

The first explanation that Brahman is dnanda-maya , full of bliss, is 
accepted by £., R., Kesava-Kasmlrin, Vallabha and others. Since this 
interpretation goes against the unqualified character of Brahman , 
offers a strained explanation that dnanda-maya is a vesture of 
Brahman. 

The Sutrakara evidently means that Brahman is full of bliss. 

While the indeterminate Brahman cannot be spoken of by words 
or concepts, when we attempt to describe it we state it to be 
characterised by bliss and the whole creation is an expression of this 
bliss or joy. The controversy raised by S. relates to the relative 
superiority of Brahman and Isvara, Absolute and God, but the two 
are co-ordinate though logical and not temporal priority may be 
given to the indeterminate Brahman for Brahman must be before it 
can create. 

Bhaskara interprets tad-yogam as union with the Lord, i.e. 
salvation. 

Srlkantha says that the Lord himself creates the world in the form 
of Hiranya-garbha . The latter is the soul of this world. 

Baladeva interprets tad-yogam as union with fearlessness. 

1 anna-mayddlndm api tarhi brahmatva-prasangafy. 6. 

2 pratistha, parayanam eka-nldam. 6. 8 IV. 3. 32. 

4 sa-viiesam brahmdbhyupagantavyam. 

6 tasmdd anna-may ddisv ivdnanda-maye' pi vikardrtha eva may ad vijneyo na 

prdcurydrthak . 

6 para evdtma dnanda-mayo bhavitum arhati, tasmdd dnanda-mayab param- 

dtmditi sthitam. S.B. I. 1. 12; I. 1. 19. 
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Section 1 (20 and 21) 

THE GOLDEN PERSON IN THE SUN AND THE EYE 
I. 1. 20 antas tad-dharmopadesdt 

The person within (appearing within the sun and the eye is the highest 
God) because his qualities are mentioned. 

antah: within; tad-dharma-npadesdt: because his qualities are 
mentioned. 

This section purports to show that the Golden Person seen within 
the sun and the Person seen within the eye 1 do not refer to any 
individual soul of eminence but to the Supreme Brahman. While the 
Upanisads stress the relativity of all logical knowledge, they yet use 
this knowledge through symbol and similitude to approximate to the 
absolute truth, though without ever being able to attain it. The 
Ultimate can be approached only asymptotically. It can be appre¬ 
hended in a sort of penumbral manner by way of what Nicholas of 
Gusa, a distinguished thinker of the fifteenth century, calls con¬ 
jecture. In Nicholas’s view, conjecture does not mean a guess at the 
truth or a hypothesis but actual though necessarily inadequate 
truth. This view bears some resemblance to the Thomistic doctrine of 
Analogy. The Upanisads use this method. The sun which not only 
illumines but warms is the best image of the Divine used by the 
ancient Indians, the Iranians and others. 

The passages referred to are C.U. I. 6ff. and I. 7. 5. The objector 
argues that the person described as possessing form and features, a 
golden beard, etc., cannot be Brahman without determinations. He 
is not all-pervading and his powers are limited. To this, &. answers that 
only the qualities of God are mentioned in regard to him. The person 
in the sun is called ut and is said to be free from all sins. Freedom 
from sins is a feature of God and not any individual soul, however 
eminent. The Person in the eye is declared to be Rk, Sdman, etc., 
and is the cause of them all. When it is said that those who sing unto 
him become wealthy (C.U I. 7. 6), the reference can only be to the 
Supreme. §. says that the Golden Person represents the determinate 
Brahman who is the object of meditation. God by his power can 
assume any form for the sake of bestowing grace on his devotees. 2 

R. agrees with the view that the Supreme by his mere will can take 
any shape, human, divine or otherwise so as to render it suitable for 
the apprehension of the devotee and then satisfy him. 3 

Srlkantha identifies the golden person within the sun with Siva 

1 C.U. I. 6. 

2 paramesvarasyaplccha-vahan mdya-mayam rupam sddhakdnugrahdrtham. 6. 

8 tad idam svabhdvikam eva rupam upasakdnugrahena tat pratipatya- 

nugundkaram, deva-manusyadi-sathsthanam karoti: svecchdyaiva par am a - 
karuniko bhagavan. 
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and accounts for the mention of two eyes only and not the third by 
saying that the third eye is ordinarily closed. 

I. 1 . 21 . bheda-vyapadesde cany ah 

On account of the declaration of difference, there is another (<different 
from the individual souls residing in the sun, etc), 
bheda: difference; vyapadesdt: on account of declaration; ca: and; 
any ah: another. 

The passage considered is 13.U. III. 7. 9 which declares that the 
Self which resides and rules from within is different from the indi¬ 
vidual soul and the body of the sun or of any other being. The 
Supreme is the inward principle of all beings . 1 


Section 8 (22) 

AKASA (SPACE) AS BRAHMAN 
I. 1. 22. dkdsas tallihgdt 

Akdsa (is Brahman) since the characteristic marks (of Brahman) arc 
mentioned . 

dkdsah: space; tat: that; lihgdt: on account of characteristic marks. 

The passage considered here is C.U. I. 9. 1 , which holds that all 
beings originate from akdsa, space. This refers to the highest 
Brahman. Akdsa is equated with dnanda in T.U. II. 7; see also 
C.U. VIII. 14. 1 . As all the prominent characteristics of Brahman 
are mentioned in regard to akdsa, it cannot refer to the element 
akdsa , but only to Brahman. Besides, the synonyms used for akdsa, 
vyoman, kha, are used for Brahman. Akdsa is that which shines 
everywhere . 2 

The word akdsa is translated by ether, space, though both these 
are inadequate equivalents. 


Section 9 (23) 

LIFE AS BRAHMAN 

I. 1. 23. ata eva prdnah 

For the same reason, life (is Brahman ). 

atah: hencp, for the same reason; eva: also; prdnah: life, vital breath. 

The question arises whether in the passages (C.U. I. 10 . 9; I. 11 . 
4 and 5) prana or life refers to the vital principle or Brahman. The 

1 P.U., pp. 226-7. 

2 asamantdt kdsata Hi akahah. See Srinivasa's Vedanta-kaustubha. 
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same argument of the presence of characteristic marks is used here to 
make out that prana does not mean the life principle (or the fivefold 
vital breath) but the Supreme Brahman. 

R. states that life is not present in all things; for example, it is not 
present in stones, wood, etc.: Brahman is called life because he 
bestows the breath of life on all beings. 1 


Section 10 (24-27) 

LIGHT AS BRAHMAN 

In these siitras , the light mentioned in C.U. III. 13. 7 is established to 
be not the physical light but the highest Brahman. 

I. 1. 24. jyotis carandbhidhdndt 

(The word) light (indicates Brahman) on account of the mention of feet, 
jyotih: light; carana: feet, pad a ; abhidhdndt: on account of the mention. 

The passage considered is C.U. III. 13. 7. To what does ‘light’ 
refer? The objector says that it refers to physical light. Ordinarily 
light and darkness are opposed to each other and so light must mean 
the physical light. The word ‘shines’ refers to sun and similar sources 
of light. It cannot refer to Brahman which is devoid of colour. Since a 
physical boundary is mentioned for light it cannot mean Brahman 
which is the self of all and has no boundary. If it is suggested that the 
light mentioned is the original, invisible first principle of light, it 
cannot be made an object of devotion or used to dispel darkness. The 
attributes ‘beyond heaven’ or ‘on this side of heaven’ cannot apply to 
Brahman which has no sides or supports. This light beyond the 
heaven cannot be identified with Brahman as it is said to be the same 
as the light within the body, 2 which is physical in character. 
Meditation on this light is said to make one celebrated and beautiful. 
But meditation on Brahman gives us not these precarious goods but 
final release. No special characteristic marks of Brahman are given 
here. The previous section of the Upanisad (C.U. III. 12) deals with 
gdyatri alone and not with Brahman. 

To all these objections, the reply is made that the word ‘light’ 
refers to Brahman since in the preceding passage (C.U. III. 12. 6) 3 
Brahman is spoken of as having four feet. One foot of it covers all 
beings: three feet of it are the immortal in heaven. This immortal in 
heaven cannot be the ordinary light. 

The one topic discussed in this section of the Upanisad as also 

1 atah pranayati sarvani bhutdnlti krtvd param brahmaiva prana-iabdenabhid- 
hlyate. 2 antah puruse jyotilt . 

* pddo'sya sarvd bhiitdni, tripdd asydmrtam divi. 
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the preceding and the succeeding is Brahman. As the general topic 
considered is Brahman , it is futile to argue that the words ‘light’, 
‘to shine', apply to physical light only and exclude reference to 
Brahman. They refer to Brahman in so far as it is characterised by the 
physical shining light which is its effect. 1 In several passages 
(B.U. IV. 3. 5 and Taittirlya Samhitd I. 6. 3. 6) whatever illuminates 
something else is spoken of as light and so Brahman which gives light 
to the entire world may be called light. 2 To the objection that the 
omnipresent Brahman cannot be viewed as being bounded by 
heaven, S. says that it is not contrary to reason for it serves the 
purpose of devout meditation. 3 So Scripture speaks of different kinds 
of devout meditation as specially connected with certain localities. 
For the same reason it is possible to attribute to Brahman a multi¬ 
plicity of abodes. Even the fire in the body may be regarded as a 
symbol or outward appearance of Brahman. For $. meditation on the 
Highest Brahman as the Universal Self results in final release; 
worship of other symbolic representations of Brahman result in 
various rewards. Brahman is the light of lights, jyotisdm jyotih} 

I. 1. 25. chando hhidhdndn nett cen na, iathd ceto’rpananigadat tatha 
hi darsanam 

If it he said that (Brahman is) not ( mentioned ) since the metre is 
mentioned, (the reply is) not so because the fixing of the mind (on 
Brahman by means of the metre) is declared. This also is seen (elsewhere), 
chandah: metre; abhidhdndt: being mentioned; na: not; iti: so; 
cet: if; na: no; tatha: so; cetah: mind; arpana: fixing; nigaddt: on 
account of being declared; tatha: this; hi: also; darsanam: being seen. 

R. reads nigamdl for nigaddt. Nigama is a sacred precept or 
direction or instruction. 

If it be objected that the passage considered in the previous sutra 
refers to the gdyatri metre and not to Brahman , it is said in reply that 
the metre is to be used for fixing the mind on Brahman. Light, metre, 
etc., are used as means for the meditation on Brahman. 

£. quotes the Vyitikdra as holding that the gdyatri directly denotes 
Brahman, on account of the fact that the gdyatri and Brahman have 
both four feet or quarters. Even on this view, only Brahman is 
spoken of in this sutra. 

Baladeva means by darsanam consistency. For him tatha hi 
darsanam means: ‘for by such an explanation alone the above 
passage gives a consistent meaning'. 

1 See also Taittirlya Brahmaria (III. 12. 9. 7): ‘That by which the sun 
shines [first] and illumines others' “yena sfiryas tapati tejaseddha ”.’ 

2 brahmanopi caitanya-rupasya samasta-jagad-avabhasa-hetutvad upapanno 
jyotU-sabdah. S.B.U. IV. 4. 16. 

3 sarva-gatasydpi brahmana updsandrthah pradeta-visesa-parigraho na 

virudhyate . * B.U. IV. 4. 16. 

I* 
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I. 1. 26. bhutddi-pdda-vyapadesopapattes caivam 

Thus also (Brahman is the topic) for the indication that the beings , etc., 

are the feet is reasonable. 

bhutddi: beings, etc.; pada: feet; vyapadesa: indication; upapatteh: 
because of reasonableness; ca: and; evam: thus. 

The passage considered is that ‘all the beings are one foot [or 
quarter] of it’. Rg Veda (X. 90) mentions this verse with reference to 
Brahman. See also B.G. (X. 42). 

I. 1. 27. upadesa-bhedanneti cen nohhayasminn apy avirodhdt 

If it be said that (Brahman cannot be recognised as the same in the two 
passages,) on account of the difference in teaching, (we reply that) it is 
not so because there is nothing contrary (to such recognition) in both 
cases. 

upadesa: teaching; bhedat: on account of difference; na: not; Hi: so; 
cet: if; na: not; ubhayasmin: in both cases; api: even; avirodhdt: 
without contradiction. 

The objection states that the two passages are actually contra¬ 
dictory. The passages are: Three feet of it are what is immortal in 
heaven', tripddasyamrtam divi: (C.U. III. 12. 6); the other is‘that 
light shines above this heaven’, atha yad at ah paro divo jyotir 
dipyate ’ (C.U. 111. 13. 7). In one, heaven is designated as the abode, 
in the other as the boundary. There is thus a difference between the 
two. In spite of it they both refer to Brahman. S. gives an analogy for 
argument. ‘Just as in ordinary language a falcon, although in 
contact with the top of a tree, is not only said to be on the tree, but 
also above the tree, even so Brahman though being in heaven is 
referred to here as being beyond heaven also.' 1 Another explanation 
is also offered. A falcon, though not in contact with the top of a tree, 
is said to be above the top of the tree and also on the top of the tree. 2 


Section 11 (28-31) 

LIFE AS BRAHMAN (contd.) 

I. 1. 28. pranas tathdnugamdt 

Life (is Brahman) on account of (intelligible) connection. 

prandh: life; tathd: in that way; anugamdt: on account of (intelligible) 

connection. 

A connected consideration of the passages referring to life or 

1 yaiha lohe vrk$dgrena sambaddho’pi hyena ubhayathopadihyamdno drhyate. 
vrksagre syeno vrksdgrdtparatah hyena iti ca. 6. 

2 yathd lohe vrksdgrendsambaddho'pi hyena ubhayathopadihyamdno drhyate ; 
vrksagre hyeno vrksdgrdtparatah hyena iti ca. 
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prana (K.U. 111. 1,2, 8), 1 requires us to look upon prana as Brahman . 
It cannot be treated as breath or modification of air or the individual 
soul or the self of some divinity. The different passages can be 
construed as a whole only if they are viewed as referring to Brahman 
and not to vital air. 2 

I. 1. 29. na vaktnr aimopadesdd iti ced adhyatma-sambandha- 
bhumd hy asmin 

If it be said that (Brahman is) not (indicated) because the speaker refers 
to himself , (we reply that it is not so) for here (in this Chapter) references 
to the inner self are numerous. 

na: not; vaktuh: of the speaker; atmopadesdt: because of reference to 
himself; iti: so; cct: if; adhydtma: inner self; sambandha: references 
(relationships); bhumd: numerous; hy: because; asmin: in this. 

The objection considers Indra’s statement ‘Know me only’ 3 and 
later on ‘I am prana , the intelligent self’. 4 Of Brahman, it is said, 
‘It is without speech, without mind’. 6 Indra praises himself by listing 
a number of his qualities. Prana cannot denote Brahman . 

I. 1. 30. sdstra-drstyd tupadeio vamadeva-vat 

But the teaching (of Indra that he is one with Brahman) (is justifiable) 
through the insight of Scripture as in the case of Vamadeva. 
sdstra-drstyd: through the insight of Scripture; tu: but; upadesdh: 
teaching; vamadeva-vat: like Vamadeva. 

The individual self Indra, perceives through the intuition of 
transcendental truth that his self is identical with the Supreme Self 
and so instructs Pratardana about the Highest Self through the 
words ‘Know me only’. 

By a similar intuition, the sage Vamadeva attained the knowledge 
expressed in the words: ‘I w r as Manu and Surya.’ 

Intuitive insight is defined in Govindananda’s Ratna-prabhd as the 
self-evident intuition rendered possible through the knowledge 
acquired in previous existences. 6 Compare the famous statement, 
brahmavid brahmaiva bhavati. The knower of Brahman becomes 
Brahman. 1 The individual in a supreme effort stretches towards the 
indefinable and adorable and in that condition he is lost and absorbed. 

R., in accordance with his doctrine, makes out that the object of 
meditation is the Highest Self of which his own individual person is 
the body. The sage Vamadeva perceiving that Brahman is the inner 

1 P.U., pp. 774 ff. 

8 sarvam etat parasmin brahmanya&rfyamdne anugantum hahyate na mukhye 
prane . 6. 

8 mam eva vijdnlhi. 4 pranobmi prajndtma . 

8 avdg amana. B.U. III. 8. 8. 

8 Cp. janmantara-hrta-kravanadina asmin janmani svatas-siddham davLanam 
arsam . 7 Cp. ya evatii veda aham brahmdsmi. B.U. I. 4. 10. 
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self of all, that all things constitute his body and that the meaning of 
words denoting a body extends up to the principle embodied, denotes 
with the word T the Highest Brahman to which he himself stands in 
the relation of a body and then predicates of this T, Manu, Surya and 
other beings. 1 

I. 1. 31. jiva-mnkhya-prana-1 ihgdn neti cen nopdsdt traividhydd 
dsritatvdd iha tad-yogdt 

If it is said that {Brahman) is not {meant) because the characteristic marks 
of the individual soul and the chief breath {are mentioned), {wc say) no, 
because {on this interpretation) three types of devotion {would result); 
because {our view) is accepted elsewhere; and because {characteristic 
marks of Brahman) are connected {with the passage under discussion), 
jlva: individual soul-; mukhya-prdna: chief breath; lihgdt: on 
account of characteristic marks; na: not; Hi: so; cel: if; updsdt: on 
account of meditation; traividhydt: on account of threefoldness; 
diritatvat: because of acceptance; iha: here; tad-yogdt: because of its 
connection with that. 

The passage refers to a single type of meditation and so cannot be 
treated as suggesting different objects of meditation. It says ‘Know 
me only' and then T am life, the intelligent self, meditate on me as 
life, as immortality' and concludes ‘And that life, indeed, is that 
intelligent self, blessed, imperishable, immortal’. As the beginning 
and the conclusion are seen to be similar, the whole passage must be 
taken as referring to one and the same type of meditation. Again, 
we have passages where life is treated as equivalent to Brahman . 
Besides, the characteristic marks of Brahman are assigned to life. 

The Vrttikdra gives a different interpretation, that the section aims 
at enjoining three kinds of meditation on Brahman as life, as 
intelligent self and in itself. So Brahman is the topic of this section, 
whether in its own nature or in the form of its two adjuncts of the 
individual soul and life. 

Bhaskara omits ‘dsritatvdd iha tad-yogdt '. 

R. argues that the threefold view of Brahman is quite appropriate: 
(i) meditation on Brahman in his own nature as the cause of the 
world, (ii) meditation on Brahman with the totality of the enjoying 
souls as his body, (iii) meditation on Brahman with the objects and 
means of enjoyment for his body. 2 

Srikantha follows R. in holding that the three kinds of meditation 
on the Lord are (1) svarupena, in his own nature, (2) bhoktr-sarirena, 

1 yathd vamadevah parasya brahmanah sarvdntardtmatvam sarvasya 
taccharlratvam sarlravdcindm habdandm saririni paryavasdnam pasyann aham 
iti svatma-sarirakarh pararh brahma nirdisya tat samanadhikaraiiyena manu - 
suryadlny vyapadisati. R. 

2 nikhila-karana-bhutasya brahmanah svarupendnusandhdnam, bhoktr-varga- 
Sarlrahatvanusandhanam , bhogya-bhogopakarana-iarlrakatvanusandhdnam . 
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as having the totality of enjoying souls for his body, ( 3 ) bhogya- 
rupcna, as having the objects and means of enjoyment for his body. 

In this first part of the first chapter of the B.S. we get an indication 
of the governing principle that gives life to the great structure of 
Hinduism. Regarded from the outside, it may have the appearance 
of a confused mass of conflicting ideas, a congeries of contradictory 
elements, a complex of varied forces. There is, however, an identity, 
not mechanical but organic. To understand it we must live in the 
Hindu life-stream. Then we can know its full meaning and com¬ 
plete reality and feel the forces which pulsate through the whole 
body. 

We should not get imprisoned in our ideas as intellectuals do or in 
our flesh as sensualists do. Enlightenment comes only with self¬ 
surrender and we do not surrender ourselves so long as we cling to 
our ideas. When reason leads us to experience, we know the meaning 
of life. This experience is variedly interpreted but the interpretations 
are no substitute for the experience. 



Section 1 (1-8) 

MIND AS BRAHMAN 

Certain other passages which are not clear about their reference to 
Brahman are taken into consideration in this part. The eight sutras of 
this first section show that the being which consists of mind, whose 
body is breath, etc., mentioned in C.U. III. 14, is not the individual 
soul but the Highest Brahman . 

I. 2. 1. sarvatra prasiddhopadesat 

(That which consists of mind is Brahman) because of the teaching of 
what is well known everywhere. 

sarvatra: everywhere; prasiddha: well known; upadesdt: because of 
the teaching. 

The passage considered is C.U. III. 14. The doubt arises whether 
what is pointed out as the object of meditation by means of attributes 
such as ‘consisting of mind’, etc., is the individual soul or the 
Highest Brahman. For it is the individual soul that is connected with 
mind, etc., and not Brahman ‘who is unborn, without breath and 
without mind, pure’. 1 Since we are asked to meditate with a calm 
mind, the object of meditation need not be Brahman. The other 
descriptions, ‘He to whom all works, all desires belong’, ‘He is my 
self within the heart, smaller than a grain of rice, smaller than a 
grain of barley', apply to the individual soul. The object of meditation 
indicated by the qualities of ‘consisting of mind’, etc., is the 
individual soul. 

The objection is answered by the sutra which says that all the 
Vedanta passages speak of the cause of the world. 

R. says that the text which declares Brahman to be without mind 
and breath is meant to deny that the thought of Brahman does not 
depend on a mind and that its life does not depend on breath. 2 

I. 2. 2. vivaksita-gunopapattes ca 

And because qualities desired to be expressed are appropriate {in 
Brahman). 

vivaksita: desired or intended to be stated; 3 guna: qualities; 
upapatteh: because appropriate; ca: and. 

The qualities useful in meditation belong to Brahman alone. He is 
satya-samkalpa, having true purpose. This applies to the Highest 
Self which has unimpeded power to create, maintain and dissolve the 


1 M.U. II. i. 2; P.U., p. 680. 

8 mana-ayattam jnanam prayayattam sthitam ca brahmayo nitedhati. 
8 vaktum isfam vivaksitam. 



Text, Translation and Notes 271 

world . 1 Similarly in C.U. (VIII. 7. 1) the Self is said to be ‘free from 
sin’. It is omnipresent like dkaia, space. See also S.U. IV. 3; 13.G. 
XIII. 13. 

I. 2. 3. anupapattes tu na iarirah 

But, as (the qualities desired to be expressed) do not belong (to the 
individual sold, the self denoted by mano-maya, etc.), is not the 
embodied one. 

an-upapattch: not belonging to; tu: but; na: not; sdrtrah: embodied 
one. 

The qualities of 'consisting of mind' and so on are applicable only 
to Brahman and not the individual soul. It is true that God resides in 
the body but he is outside as well and is all-pervading. See C.U. 
III. 14. 3. The individual soul resides in the body alone since he 
experiences the effects of his action in the form of pleasure and pain 
through the body. The attributes of ‘having true resolves’, etc., are 
appropriate only to the Highest Lord and not the individual soul. 

Srlkantha begins a new section (3-8) here, which considers 
whether the passage in the Maha-Ndray ana U. (XI. 3) refers to 
Ndrdyana or Siva. Srikantha concludes that it refers to Siva and not 
to Ndrdyana. 

I. 2. 4. karma-hartr-vyapadesdc ca 

And because activity and agent are (separately) mentioned. 

karma: activity; kartr: agent; vyafadeSat: being mentioned; ca: and. 

The passage considered here is C.U. III. 14. 4. ‘Into him, I shall 
enter, on departing hence.' Here the object of meditation is declared 
to be different from the meditator who is the individual soul. One 
and the same thing cannot be both subject and object. The em¬ 
bodied soul cannot possess the qualities mentioned in the Upanisad. 
Brahman which possesses these qualities cannot be the embodied 
self. 

R. puts it clearly. ‘The soul which obtains is the person meditating 
and the Highest Brahman that is to be obtained is the object of 
meditation. Brahman, therefore, is something different from the 
attaining soul .’ 2 

Srikantha suggests that the Supreme Self is Siva and not Ndrdyana 
as he is the object to be worshipped and Ndrdyana is the worshipper. 

I. 2. 5. sabda-viiesat 

On account of the difference of words, 
sabda: word; visesat: on account of difference. 

1 satya-samkalpatvam hi srsti-sthiti-samhrtisv apratibaddha-kaktitvat pavam- 
dtmano'vakalpate. §. 

a prapta jlva upasakab, prapyam param brahmopasyam iti praptir anyad 
evedatn iti vijUayate . 
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The passage considered is in the Satapatha Brdhmana. 

'Like a grain of rice or a grain of barley or a millet seed or the 
kernel of a millet seed thus that golden person is in the self/ 1 Here 
Brahman indicated by the word person in the nominative is distinct 
from the individual soul indicated by the locative. The two are 
different as they are denoted by different words. 

Srikantha argues on scriptural authority that the Supreme Being 
Siva is other and higher than Ndrdyana, ndrdyandt param brahma. 
Nimbarka refers to C.U. III. 1*4. 3 and 4. 

I. 2. 6. smrtes ca 

And on account of smrti. 

smrteh: on account of smrti ; ca: and. 

The passage considered is B.G. XVIII. 6. 1. 

$. points out that the difference is not to be taken as real and that 
it is due to limiting adjuncts. Space or akdsa , though in reality 
unlimited, appears limited owing to certain adjuncts such as jars 
and other vessels. When we grasp the truth that there is only one 
Universal Self, there is an end to the whole practical view of the 
world with its distinctions of bondage, release and the like. 2 

R. finds it easy to explain these sutras. He says that the Highest 
Self is free from all evil and is not subject to the effects of works as 
the individual soul is. The difference is maintained between the 
individual soul who is the meditating subject and the Highest Self 
which is the object of meditation. 3 

For Srikantha N fir ay aria is the worshipper, different from Siva. 

1.2.1. arbhakaukastvdt tad-vyapadesdc ca neti ccn na, nicdyyatvdd 
evam vyomavac ca 

If it be said that (.Brahman is) not [referred) because of the smallness of 
the abode and is so designated (we reply that it is) not so because 
(Brahman) is to be meditated thus; and (this is to be understood) like 
space. 

arbhakaukastvdt: because of the abode being small; tat: that; 
vyapadesat: being (so) designated; ca: and; na: not; Hi: so; cet: if; 
na: not; nicdyyatvdt: being meditated; evam: thus; vyomavat: like, 
akdsa. 

For the purposes of meditation, the omnipresent Brahman may be 
said to occupy a limited space. Although present everywhere, S. says, 
the Lord is pleased when meditated upon as limited in, for example, 

1 yatha vrihir va yavo va syamako vd kydmdka-taniulo vaivam ayam antar- 
atman puruso hirantnayah. X. 6. 3. 2. 

2 yatha ghata-karakddy-upadhivasdt aparicchinnam api nabhafy paricchinnavad 
avabhdsate, tad-vat grhltetv atmaikatve bandha-mok$ddi-sarva-vyavahdra-pari- 
samdptir eva sydt. 

3 sdrirakam upasakam param-dttnanam copdsyarii smrtir darsayati. 
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connection with the eye of a needle. The Lord of the entire universe 
may be said to be the Lord of Ayodhyd, so the Supreme Self abiding 
everywhere may very well be denoted as abiding within the heart. 1 
We worship the Supreme through an image, yathd salagrdme harih. 
$. For S. the limitations are not real. So we cannot say that if 
Brahman has its abode in the heart and these heart-abodes are 
different in different bodies, it is affected by the imperfections of the 
different bodies. 

For R., the Supreme Lord is designated to occupy a small abode 
only for purposes of meditation. 2 

Baladeva remarks that the Lord may dwell in the heart of man 
because he is possessed of inconceivable powers. 

I. 2. 8. sambhoga-prdptir iti cen na , vaisesydt 

If it be said that (because the individual soul and the Universal Self are 
one) there may arise experience (of pleasure and pain for the Universal 
Self also) it is not so since there is difference in nature (of the two), 
sambhoga: experience; praptih: attainment; iti: so; cet: if; na: not; 
vaisesydt: on account of difference. 

The embodied self acts and enjoys, acquires merit and demerit and 
is affected by pleasure and pain and so on; the Universal Self is of a 
different nature; it is free from all evil, etc. On account of the 
difference between the two the experiences of the individual soul do 
not affect the Supreme Self. See M.U. ILL 1.1. The individual soul 
undergoes pleasure and pain because it is subject to karma , whereas 
the Lord is not subject to it. It is not living in the body but subjection 
to karma that involves a soul in the experiences of pleasure and pain. 

Bhaskara holds that simply because the Lord abides in the heart, 
it does not follow that he shares its experiences. Coexistence and 
consequent interrelationship do not imply the sharing of the same 
attributes. The ether, for example, though in connection with a 
burning place, does not burn itself. 

R. means by vaisesydt , on account of the difference of the cause of 
enjoyment, hetu-vaisesyat. 

Nimbarka means by vaisesydt , on account of the difference of 
nature between the individual soul and Brahman. 

1 sarvagato’plsvaras tatropusyamdtiah prasldati . 

2 ata updsandrtham evdlpatva-vyapadcsa}}> 
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Section 2 (9-10) 

THE SUPREME SELF AS THE EATER OF THE WORLD 
I. 2. 9. attd cardcara-grahandt 

The eater (is the Highest Self) on account of the taking in of (whatever is) 
movable and immovable. 

attd: eater; cardcara: movable and immovable; grahandt: on account 
of taking in. 

The passage considered is Katha U. I. 2. 25, where the Brdhmanas 
and the Ksatriyas are treated as food and death itself as a sauce. 1 
The doubt arises whether the eater is fire (agni) or the individual soul 
or the Highest Self. B.U. I. 4. 6 suggests fire and M.U. (III. 1.1) says 
that the Supreme Self looks on without eating. Against these 
objections, the sutra affirms that the Supreme Self is the eater for he 
consumes or absorbs in himself the movable and the immovable 
worlds. 2 The Brdhmanas and the Ksatriyas are mentioned as 
representatives of the whole world. When the JJpa7iisad says that 
the Self does not eat but looks on, it means that the Self is not 
subject to actions. 

Grahana may mean understanding or taking in or eating. Brahman 
is the eater because the movable and the immovable worlds are 
understood here as the food or because the two worlds are taken in. 

I. 2. 10. prakarandc ca 

And on account of the topic under discussion, 
prakarandt: on account of the context; ca: and. 

The general topic discussed in the Katha U. I. 2. 18, 22-23 is the 
Highest Self and so we should take it as the topic in that context. 


Section 3 (11-12) 

THE SUPREME AND THE INDIVIDUAL SELVES 
IN THE CAVE 

I. 2. 11. guhdm pravistdvatmdnau hi tad-darsandt 

The two who have entered into the cave are the selves (the individual soul 
and the Supreme Self) because that is seen . 

guhdm: into the cave; pravistau: who have entered; atmanau: the 
(two) selves; hi: because; tat: that; darsandt: is seen. 

The passage considered is Katha U. I. 3. 1. Are the two selves 

1 P.U., p. 621. 

2 sarva-vedantesu sr$ti-sthiti-sainhdva-karanatvena brahmanaji prasiddhatvdt . 
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intelligence [buddhi) and the individual soul (jtva) or are they the 
individual soul and the Highest Self? Both alternatives seem to be 
possible. The opponent says that the reference is to the individual 
soul and intelligence: (i) For the cave is a small and special place and 
the Infinite Self cannot enter it. (ii) The statement that they enter 
the world of good deeds obviously refers to the individual soul and 
intelligence for they are subject to the law of karma and not the 
Highest Self (B.U. IV. 4. 23). (iii) Again, the analogy of shade and 
light applies to the individual soul and intelligence, for the former is 
intelligent and the latter buddhi is treated as non-intelligent, jada. 

The answer is given to these points: (i) As the two beings are said 
to be of the same nature, dtmanau, the reference should be to the 
individual self and the Supreme Self and not to the individual soul 
and buddhi . (ii) If a special local position is assigned to the Omni¬ 
present Self, it is for the purpose of meditation. See Katha U. 1.2. 12; 
T.U. II. 1. (iii) The attribute of existing in the sphere of good works, 
no doubt, belongs to the individual soul only and not to Brahman, 
though it may apply to Brahman in a figurative way, even as a group 
of men is described, as having an umbrella though only one of them 
has it. (iv) The individual soul and the Supreme Self are correctly 
described as being disparate in nature. They are not the same. 

I. 2. 12. visesandc ca 

And on account of the distinctive qualities [mentioned), 
visesandt: on account of distinctive qualities; ca: and. 

Katha U. (I. 3. 3 and 9) speaks of the body as the chariot and the 
individual soul as the charioteer making his journey from the world 
of becoming, samsdra, to final release. Another passage (I.3.9) 1 speaks 
of the Highest Self as the abode of Visnu. The individual soul is said 
to be the meditator and the Supreme Self the object of meditation. 
The two who have entered the cave have distinctive qualities. 

The passage from the M.U. (III. 1. 1 and 2) which refers to two 
birds, one eating the fruit, the other abstaining from eating but 
looking on, refers to the individual soul and the Supreme Self. 

S. quotes Paihgi-rahasya Brdhmana which discredits the two 
interpretations of (i) the individual soul and buddhi, and (ii) the 
individual soul and the Supreme Self and holds that the being which 
eats the fruit is the internal organ by means of which a man 
dreams and the being which merely looks on without eating is the 
individual soul, who is really not the enjoyer but the Supreme 
Brahman . The dualism exists only within the sphere of experience. 

R. refers to Katha U. 1. 20 and says that the question raised by 
Naciketas relates to the problem of release. When a man qualified for 
release dies and is released from bondage, a doubt arises as to his 
existence or non-existence. Philosophers are not agreed about the 

1 See P.U., pp. 624-5. 
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nature of release. Some hold that the Self is constituted by conscious¬ 
ness only and release consists in the total destruction of this essential 
nature of the Self. Others define release as the passing away of 
ignorance, avidyd. It is sometimes said that the Self is itself non- 
conscious like a stone but possesses in the state of bondage certain 
distinctive qualities as knowledge and so on. Release consists in a 
total removal of these qualities, the Self remaining in a state of pure 
isolation. 1 R. declares that release consists in the intuition of the 
Highest Self which is the natural state of the individual souls and 
which follows on the destruction of ignorance, avidyd, i.e. the 
influence of the beginningless chain of works. 2 


Section 4 (13-17) 

THE PERSON WITHIN THE EYE IS BRAHMAN 
I. 2. 13. antara upapatteh 

The Person within [the eye is Brahman) on account of appropriateness, 
antarah: the Person within; upapatteh: on account of appropriateness. 

The passage considered is C.U. IV. 15. 1. The point is raised that it 
may refer to the image of some person standing before the eye, or the 
individual soul who sees the forms of objects through the eye, or the 
sun, the deity of the sense of sight which causes the eye to see 
(B.U. V. 5. 2). It cannot refer to God. 

The sutra says that the Person in the eye is the Highest God for 
immortality and fearlessness are mentioned as his characteristics. 
The eye is described as his abode. The other features mentioned in 
C.U. IV. 15. 2 apply only to God. 

I. 2. 14. sthdnddi-vyapadesdc ca 

And on account of the statement of place and other things, 
sthdnddi: place and other things; vydpadesdt: on account of the 
statement; ca: and. 

The objection is raised that the omnipresent Brahman cannot be 
confined to the eye. The answer is that it is not the only locality that 
is assigned to the Lord. Earth and so on are mentioned as his 
residence (B.U. III. 7. 3). Not only place but name and form are 
attributed to Brahman (C.U. I. 6. 7. 6). Brahman, though devoid of 
qualities, is spoken of as possessing qualities for purposes of 

1 kecid vitti-mdtrasy atmanaTi svarupocchitti-laksanam mok$am dcaksate. anye 
vitti-matrasyaiva sat<j*vidydstamayam. apare pasdriakalpasydtmano jnanady- 
a£esa-vaisesika-gunoccheda-laksanam kaivalya-rupam. 

2 jivasyanddi •karma - rupdvidyd - tirohita - svarupasyavidyoccheda pdrvaka - 
svdbhdvika-pavamdtmdnubhavam eva moksam dcaksate. 
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meditation. To assign a definite locality is not contrary to reason, 
since it serves the purpose of meditation. 

E. mentions that the Highest is directly intuited by those who 
practise yoga or concentration of mind. 1 

I. 2. 15. sukha-visistdbhidhdndd eva ca 

On account also of the mention only of what is characterised by pleasure, 
sukha: pleasure; visista: characterised by; abhidhdncit: 011 account of 
mention; eva: only; ca: and. 

Brahman which is spoken of as being characterised by pleasure at 
the beginning of the section (C.U. IV. 10. 4) is also referred to in the 
present passage. 2 

E. here lias another sutra which is not found in $., Bhaskara and 
Baladeva. Nimbarka and Srikantha have it. 
at a eva ca sa brahma: Also for that very reason, that is Brahman, 
atah: for that reason; eva: alone; ca: and or also; sa: that; brahma: 
Brahman. 

dkdsa which is denoted by kha is also Brahman. C.U. IV. 10. 5. 

I. 2. 16. sruiopanisatkagatyabhiddndc ca 

Also on account of the mention of the path of him who has heard the 
Upanisads. 

sruta upanisatka gaii: the path of one who has heard the Upanisads ; 
abhidhdndt: on account of the mention; ca: also. 

The passage considered is Prasna U. I. 10 which describes the path 
of the gods, deva-ydna. See also C.U. IV. 15. 5; B.G. VIII. 24. From 
all these it follows that the person in the eye is no other than 
Brahman. 

srutopanisatka is one by whom the Upanisad has been directly heard 
from a teacher. V eddnta-Kaustubha. 

1.2. 17. anavasthiter asambhavdc ca netarah 

(The Person in the eye is) no other (than the Highest Self) because of the 
non-permanence (of others) and on account of the impossibility, 
anavasthiteh: because of non-permanence; asambhavdt: because of 
impossibility; ca: and; na: not; itarah: other. 

To the objection raised that the Person in the eye is either the 
reflection of someone standing before the eye, or the individual soul 
or the self of some deity, the answer is given that all these are non¬ 
permanent. Since immortality, fearlessness are ascribed to the Person 
in the eye, it can only be Brahman. 

Srikantha takes this as a separate section dealing with the 
question whether the Person of the size of a thumb (Mdhdndrdyana 

1 saksdtkdra-vyapadeso’pi yogibhir drkyamdnatvdd upapadyate. 

2 P.U., p. 413. 
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U. X. 6. 3) is the Lord or someone else and concludes that he is the 
Lord and not any other on account of the non-permanence of others 
and the impossibility of any other view. 


Section 5 (18-20) 

THE INDWELLING SPIRIT 

I. 2. 18. antaryamy adhidaivddisu tad-dharma-vyapadHdt 

The Indwelling Spirit of gods and others (is the Self) for his 
(characteristic) marks are mentioned . 

antary ami: inner controller, indwelling spirit; adhidaivddisu: in gods 
and others; tat: his; dharma: defining or characteristic marks; 
vyapadesdt: on account of mentioning. 

R., Nimbarka read this sutra in a slightly different way, antary amy 
adhi-daivddhi-lokddisu : The indwelling spirit of gods, the worlds and 
others. 

The passage in question is B.U. III. 7. 1. Who lives inside and 
controls all? Is he the self of some deity, or a yogin who has acquired 
extraordinary powers or the Highest Self or some other being? The 
answer is given that it is the Highest Self for his qualities are 
mentioned. The universal rulcrship implied in the statement that, 
dwelling within, it rules the entire aggregate of created beings, 
inclusive of the gods is an appropriate attribute of the Highest Self, 
since omnipotence depends on the Omnipotent Ruler being the cause 
of all things. The qualities of selfhood and immortality belong to the 
Highest Self. He is declared to be different from the deities of the 
earth, etc. The objection that the Highest Self cannot be a ruler for 
he has no organs of action is untenable because organs of action 
may be ascribed to him since those whom he rules possess organs of 
action. If it is argued that the admission of an internal ruler in 
addition to the individual self will force us to assume again another 
and yet another ruler, ad infinitum, the answer is that there is no 
ruler other than the Highest Self. So the internal ruler is the Highest 
Self. 

Vacaspati suggests that the Highest Self is not different from 
the individual self. 1 

R. quotes S.U. (III. 19) ‘he sees without eye, hears without ear' 2 
and comments: what terms such as ‘seeing’ and ‘hearing’ really 
denote is not knowledge in so far as it is produced by the eye and 
the ear, but the intuitive presentation of colour and sound. In the 

1 na canavasthd, hi niyantranlaram tena niyamyate him tu yo jlvo niyantd 
dlohasiddhah, sa paramatmaivopadhyavaccheda-kalpita-bhedab . Bhamatl. 

* P.U. 729 30. 
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case of the individual soul whose intellectual nature is obscured by 
Karman, such intuitive knowledge arises only through the mediation 
of the sense-organs; in the case of the Highest Self, on the other hand, 
it springs from its own nature. 1 2 

I. 2. 19. na ca smdrtamatad-dharmdbhildpdt 

And (i the Indwelling Spirit) is not that which is assumed by the smrti 
(the Sdmkhya system) on account of the mention of characteristics not 
belonging to it (the pradhana). 

na: not; ca: and; smdrtam: assumed by the smrti; atat: not belonging 
to it; dharma: characteristics; abhildpdt: on account of mention. 

R. and Srikantha add to this sutra at the end sdrlras ca, which is 
found at the beginningof the next sutra in S.and Nimbarka. 

T. 2. 20. sdrirascobhaye pi hi bhedenainam adhlyate 

And the embodied soul (is not the Indwelling Spirit) for in both also it is 
taught as different. 

sdrirah: the embodied self; ca: and; ubhaye: in both; api: also; hi: 
for; bhedena: as different; enam: this; adhlyate: taught. 

To the suggestion that the Indwelling Spirit is the embodied Self, 
the sutra says that it cannot be, for both the rescensions, the Kdnva 
and the Mddhyandina describe the individual soul as different from 
the Indwelling Spirit. See B.U. III. 7. 22. 2 The Kdnvas read ‘He w r ho 
dwells in knowledge'; the Mddhyandinas ‘He who dwells in the self'. 
Both refer to the individual soul and declare it to be different from 
the Indwelling Spirit. 

S. believes that the declaration of the difference between the 
embodied soul and the Indwelling Spirit has its reason in the 
limiting adjunct consisting of the organs of action presented by 
ignorance, and is not absolutely true. For the Self wdthin is one only; 
two internal selves are not possible. But owing to its limiting 
adjunct the one Self is practically treated as if it were two, just as we 
make a distinction between the space in the jar and the universal 
space. 3 

R. uses this to establish the difference between the individual soul 
and the Indwelling Spirit, the Supreme free from all evil. 4 The two 

1 na ca darsana-travanddi-iabdas caksuradi-karanajanmano jhdnasya vdcakd 
api tu rupddi-sdksdtkdrasya. sa ca rupddi-sdksdtkdrahkarma-tirohita-svdbhdvika- 
jiidnasya jlvasya caksurddi-karana-janmd, parasya tu svata cva. R. 

2 avidydpraty-upasthdpita-kdrya-karanopadhi-nimitto' yam idrirantaryaminor 
bheda-vyapadeso na paramarthikah eko hi pratyag-dimd bhavati, na dvau 
pratyag-atmdnau sambhavatafr. ekasyaiva tu bheda-vyavahdra-upddhi-krtafy, 
yathd gha\dkdso mahdkasa iti. 

3 P.U., p. 229. 

4 ato antary dml pratyag-dtmano vilaksano’pahatapdpmd paramdtmd ndrdyana 
iti siddham. 
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are different because the individual soul is the abode and the 
Indwelling Spirit is the one who abides therein. 


Section 6 (21-23) 

THE INVISIBLE AS BRAHMAN 
I. 2. 21. adrsyatvddigunako dharnwkteh 

That which possesses the qualities of invisibility and others (is Brahman) 
on account of the mention of the characteristics (peculiar to it), 
adrsyatvddi: invisibility and others; gunakah: one who possesses the 
qualities; dharnwkteh: on account of the mention of the characteristics. 

The passage considered is M.U. I. 1. 5-6. Is bhuta-yoni , the source 
of all existences, the pradhdna, the embodied soul, or Bratmian ? The 
opponent contends that the passage in the M.U. (I. 1.7): ‘As a spider 
sends forth and draws in [its thread], as herbs grow on the earth, as 
the hair [grows] on the head and the body of a living person, so from 
the imperishable arises here the universe' suggests that the world is 
produced by the non-intelligent pradhdna even though it may be 
guided by the intelligent purusa. The qualities mentioned belong to 
the pradhdna and the others like ‘knowing all' ‘perceiving all' may 
refer to that which is higher than the pradhdna. Again, if the word 
yoni, source, is taken as the efficient cause, then the embodied soul 
is the efficient cause. 

The siitra refutes this view. The imperishable source is spoken of as 
omniscient and the source of created things (1. 1.7 and 9). In II. 1.2, 
also, the same idea is under discussion. The Upanisad distinguishes 
between higher knowledge, para-vidya , and lower knowledge, apara- 
vidyd, the first leading to bliss and the second to worldly prosperity. 
Ceremonial observances lead to worldly prosperity; knowledge of 
Brahman leads to eternal life. The reference here is to the latter. If 
Brahman is known, everything else becomes known (I. 1. 3). The 
knowledge of pradhdna or the embodied soul does not produce 
knowledge of everything else. So the reference in the passage is to 
Brahman and not to pradhdna or the embodied soul. 1 

I. 2. 22. visesana-bheda-vyapadesdbhydm ca netarau 

The two others (the individual soul and pradhdna) are not (the source 
of all beings) on account of the mention of distinctive qualities and 
difference. 

visesana: distinctive qualities; bheda: difference; vyapadeidbhydm: 
on account of the mention (of the two); ca: and; na: not; itaran: the 
two others. 

1 adrkyatvddi-guyako bhiita-yonih paramevkara eva . 6. 
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Bhuta-yoni, the source of all, is neither the pradhdna nor the 
individual soul, for the mention of attributes 'all-pervading’ 
(M.U. I. 1. 6, II. 1. 2) and of difference ‘higher than the high, 
imperishable’ (II. 1. 2) rules out these. S. makes out that the Im¬ 
perishable is the unmanifested entity which represents the seminal 
potentiality of all names and forms, contains the subtle parts of the 
material elements, abides in the Lord, forms limiting adjunct and 
being itself no effect is high when compared to other effects. ‘Higher 
than the high, Imperishable’ expresses a difference between the 
Imperishable and what is higher than that and so the reference is 
to the Highest Self. 1 

R. quotes Parasara to the effect that ‘the cause of attaining him is 
knowledge and work and knowledge is twofold according as it is 
based on sacred tradition or arises from discrimination'. 2 The apard - 
vidya or lower knowledge mentioned in the M.U. refers to the know¬ 
ledge of the Rg Veda up to the dharma-sdstrds. This prepares for the 
intuition of Brahman . 3 The higher kind of knowledge is called 
updsand, has the character of devout meditation and consists in 
direct intuition of Brahman . 4 

R. develops his own view of the relation of God to the world in his 
commentary on this sutra. The qualities of omniscience, etc., enable 
the Highest Brahman to create and from the indestructible Highest 
Brahman , the effect (A •drya) Brahman arises, distinguished byname 
and form and comprising all enjoying subjects and objects of 
enjoyment. The Highest Self constitutes the Self of all things and has 
all things for its body, for its outward form, and emits all things from 
itself. 5 The term aksara, imperishable, may be explained etymologi¬ 
cally as either that which pervades ( asnnte) or that which does not 
pass away (a-ksarati). In either sense it applies to the Highest Self. 
It pervades all effects; it does not pass away or decay. 

I. 2. 23. rupopanydsdc ca 

Also, on account of the description of (his) form. 

rupa: form; upanydsdt: on account of the description; ca: also. 

In M.U. II. 1. 3-4, there is a description of the form which can 

1 ak$aram, avydkrtam, ndma-rupa-bija-sakti-rupam, bhuta-suksmam , 
Isvardsrayam , tasyaivopddhi-bhutam sarvasmad vikdrat paro, yo* vikarak, 
tasmat paratah para iti bhedena vyapadeban param-atmanam iha vivaksitam 
darkayali. 

2 tat-prapti-hetur jfldnam ca karma coktam mahdmune dgamottham vivekac ca 
dvidha jndnam tathocyate . 

* brahma-sdksdtkdra-hetu-bhiitam parok§a-jrldnam. 

4 upasanakhyam brahma-saksatkdra-laksanam bhakti-rupdpannarii jndnam. 

6 sarvajftdt satya-samkalpdt parasmdd brahmano’k§ardd clad kdrydkdram 
brahma nama-rupa-vibhaktam bhoktr-bhogya-rupam ca jayaie . . . svarupa- 
gupaili saha sarva-bhutdntardtmataya vikva-harlratvcna visva-rdpatvam , tasmud 
vi&va-srtfifh ca. 
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belong to God alone and not to the individual soul or pradhdna. 
Pradhdna cannot be the self of all and the individual is of limited 
power. 

S. mentions an alternative view that the inner self of creation is 
Hiranya-garbha or Prajd-pati and not the Highest Self. R.V. 
(X. 1.21. 1) says: ‘ Hiranya-garbha arose in the beginning; he was the 
one born lord of tilings existing. He established the earth and the 
sky/ He may be called the inner self of all beings. M.U. (II. 1. 4-9) 
describes the creation, the inner self of which is not the Highest Self 
but Hiranya-garbha , who is the sutrdtman of the later Vedanta , the 
breath of life in everything. 

If the sutra refers to M.U. (II. 1. 10), then the Highest Self is 
described. 

Baladeva has a sutra here, prakarandt. This is not found in other 
commentaries. It means ‘on account of the context'. 


Section 7 (24-32) 

vaiSvAnara IS BRAHMAN 

I. 2. 24. vaisv dinar ah sddhdrana-sabda-visesdt 

Vaisvdnara is (the Highest Self) on account of the distinction (qualifying) 
common words. 

vaisvdnarah: Vaisvdnara; sddhdrana: common; sabda: word; 
visesdt: on account of the distinction. 

The passage considered is C.U. V. 11. 18. The question is raised 
whether the word Vaisvdnara refers to the fire in the body, or the 
element lire or the deity fire. Does the word self mean the individual 
soul or the Highest Self? The sutra says that though the words 
Vaisvdnara and Self have various meanings, on account of the 
distinction mentioned, the terms refer to the Highest Self. 1 
Vaisvdnara is the self of the worlds and is described as having head, 
eyes, etc., for the purposes of meditation. As the cause of all, God 
possesses within him all the stages of all the effects and so the 
description of the several worlds and beings as the limbs of God is 
adequate. The statement regarding the result of meditation on 
Vaisvdnara , viz. ‘he eats the food in all worlds, beings and self' has 
meaning only with reference to God. So also the passage in C.U. 
V. 24. 3. The general topic of discussion is also Brahman. So 
Vaisvdnara refers to Brahman. 

1 yady apy etdvubhavapy dtma-vaihvdnara-kdbdau sadharana-tabdau 
vaisvdnara-sabdas tu traydndm sadhdranafr , dtma-kabdah ca dvayofr tathdpi 
viieso drkyate . yena paramekvara-paratvam tayor av agamy ate. 
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I. 2. 25. smaryamanam anumdnam sydd iti 
Because that which is stated in the smfti is an inference, 
smaryamanam: that which is stated in the smfti; anumdnam: 
inference; sydd: may be; iti: because. 

The reference is to the passage in the Visnu Parana. ‘He whose 
mouth is lire, whose head the heavenly world, whose navel the ether, 
whose feet the earth, whose eye the sun, whose ears the regions, 
reverence to him, the self of the world.’ 1 From the shape described in 
the smfti passage we infer a sruti text on which the smfti rests and 
that is the Chdndogya passage mentioned in the previous sutra. Even 
if the smfti passage is taken as a eulogy, it must have a sruti text for 
its basis. 

I. 2. 26. sabdddibhyo' ntah-pratisthdndcca ncti cen na, tathd dfstyu - 
fiadesdd asambhavdd purusam api cainam adhiyate 

If it be said that (V aisvdnar a is the fire in the body and) not (the 
Highest Self) on account of the words, etc., and on account of his 
abiding within (which is the characteristic of the fire residing in the body), 
(we say) not so, because of the teaching of the vision (of the Lord) thus, 
on account of impossibility and because also they speak of him as the 
Person. 

Sabdddibhyah: on account of word, etc.; antah: within; pratislhdndt: 
on account of abiding; ca: and; na: not; iti: so; cet: if; na: not; tathd: 
in that way, thus; dfsti: vision; upadesdt: because of the teaching; 
asambhavdt: because of the impossibility; purusam: person; api: 
also; ca: and; cnam: him; adhiyate: is taught or studied. 

Vox purusam we read in some versions' purusa-vidham . purusa-vidham 
is purusdkdram. The form of purusa or person cannot be assigned to 
the fire in the body; so the reference is only to the Supreme Self. 

V aisvdnar a, it is objected, is the fire within the body because of 
several passages (Satapatha Brahmana X. 6. 1. 11; C.U. V. 18. 2). 
Again, the Scripture speaks of Vaisvanara as abiding within. So he is 
not the Highest Self. The reply quotes passages where we are 
advised to look upon Vaisvanara as the symbol of Brahman. The 
attributes mentioned apply to the Highest Self and not to the fire in 
the body. Again, we are taught by the Vajaseneyins to look upon 
Vaisvanara not as residing within man but as a person. 

I. 2. 27. ata eva na devatd bhutam ca 

For the same reason (the Vaisvanara) is neither the deity (of fire) nor 
the element (of fire). 

atah: therefore; eva: also; na: not; devatd: deity; bhutam: element; 
ca: and. 

1 yasyagnir asyam dyaur murdha kham ndbhU carayiau k$M 1 i 
suryai cak$ur dUaft irotram tasmai lokdtmane namah. 

See also M.B.: 6anti Parva 47: 65. M.U. II. 1. 4. 
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It has been shown that Vaisvanara does not apply to the fire in the 
body; here it is said that it cannot be the deity fire or the element 
fire. We cannot call heaven, etc., as the head of either of these. So 
Vaisvanara is the Highest Self. 

I. 2. 28. sdksdd apy avirodham jaiminih 

(There is) no contradiction, says Jaimini, even if (the Highest Self is 
taken as the object of worship as Vaisvanara) directly . 
sdksdt: directly; apt: even; avirodham: no contradiction; jaiminih: 
J aimini. 

Even if we worship Vaisvanara , not as a symbol but as God 
himself, there is no contradiction. S. explains the term Vaisvanara in 
three ways: (i) the Self of all things including the soul; (ii) the cause 
of all modifications; (iii) the ruler whose subjects are the souls. 1 It 
means the Highest Self. 

I. 2. 29. abhivyakter ity dsmarathyah 

On account of manifestation (thinks) AsmaratJiya. 

abhivyakteh: on account of manifestation; iti: so; dsmarathyah: 

Asmarathya. 

If the objection is raised that according to the Scripture, the 
Supreme is measured by a span (C.U. V. 18. 1), this sutra answers 
that the Supreme though he transcends all measurements manifests 
himself for the benefit of his devotees in limited forms. 

R. and Srikantha take abhivyakti to mean definiteness. For helping 
the thoughts of the devotees, the Lord assumes definite forms. 

I. 2. 30. anusmrter bddarih 

On account of remembrance (thinks) Badari. 
anusmrteh: on account of remembrance; bddarih: Badari. 

The Highest Self is said to be measured by a span since he is 
remembered by means of the mind located in the heart which is of 
the measure of a span. Or the Highest Self though not really measured 
by a span is to be remembered (meditated upon) as being of the 
measure of a span. 2 

I. 2. 31. sampatter iti jaiminih tathd hi darsayati 

According to Jaimini , (God is said to be a span in length) on account of 
imaginative identification; the same (Scripture) shows . 
sampatteh: on account of imaginative identification; jaiminih: 
Jaemini; tathd hi: the same; darsayati: shows. 

1 visvas cayayn naras ca visvavarah; vikve$dm vayam narah, visve vd nara 
asyeti visvdnarah param-atma sarvatmakatvdt. 

2 prddcsa-mdtra-hrdaya-pratisthitena vayam manasanusmaryate, tena 
pradesamatra ily ucyate. 



Text , Translation and Notes 285 

The account of V aisvdnara in the Satapatha Brdhmana (X. 6 . 1 . 11 ) 
and in the C.U. (V. 11-18) is the same in essentials. Both the 
passages use the expression ‘measured by a span’. So Jaimini says 
that it is appropriate to call the Highest Self pradesa-mdtra and the 
Scripture declares him to be so imagined for the purpose of 
meditation. 

Baladeva takes sampatti to mean mysterious power. For him the 
Supreme is said to be of the measure of a span on account of his 
mysterious power. 

I. 2 . 32. amananti cainam asmin 

Moreover they [the Jabalas) speak (of the Highest Self) in that (the space 
between the forehead and the chin). 

amananti: (they) speak; ca: and, moreover; enam: him; asmin: in 
that. 

The text considered is Jdbdla IJ. I. The statement which ascribes 
to the Highest Self the measure of a span is appropriate. The Highest 
is called abhi-vimdna 1 for the inward self of all; he is directly measured 
or known by all sentient beings or the word may be explained as ‘he 
who is near everywhere—as the inward self—and who at the same 
time is measureless’; or else it may denote the Highest Lord as he, 
who, as the cause of the world, measures it out, i.e. creates it. By all 
this it is proved that Vaisvdnara is the Highest Lord . 2 

1 abhi vimiyate ity abhi-vimanah. abhi gat as ca vimdnas ca abhi-vitnanah: 
abhi-vitnimlte sarvam ity abhi-vimdnah. 2 See P.U., p. 895. 



Section 1 (1-7) 

BRAHMAN IS THE SUPPORT OF HEAVEN, EARTH, ETC, 


I. 3. 1. dynbhvadyayatanarii sva-sabddt 

The support of the heaven , the earth and the rest (is Brahman) because 
of the word ‘own . 

dyu: heaven; bhu: earth; ddi: and the rest; dyatanam: support, 
abode; sva-sabddt: because of the word ‘own*. 

The passage considered is M.U. II. 2. 5 which speaks of the being 
‘in whom the sky, the earth and the inter-space are woven as also 
the mind along with all the vital breaths’. This is said to be the 
bridge to immortality. The point is raised that this being is different 
from Brahman which is said to be without end and without any other 
bank. B.U. II. 4. 12. It may b epradhana or air (B.U. III. 7. 2) or the 
individual soul. The use of the word dtman,s>e\{, denotes Brahman and 
not unintelligent matter or the individual soul. Atman is said to be 
sat or reality in C.U. VI. 8. 4. This is the implication of other passages 
in M.U. (II. 1. 10; II. 2. 11). in his comment on this sutra argues 
that the w r orld and Brahman should not be regarded as separate from 
each other. The Self is not to be regarded as many or as qualified by 
this world of manifold effects. 1 It is to be known as one homogeneous 
substance. The word ‘bridge’ does not mean that there is another 
bank. It holds together or lends support, from the root si, to bind. It 
means only that the knowledge of Self is the means for attaining 
immortality. 


I. 3. 2. muktopasrpya-vyapadesdt 

And because it is mentioned as that to be attained by the released, 
mukta: the released; upasrpya: to be attained; vyapadesdt: because it 
is mentioned. 

R. and Nimbarka add ' ca ’ at the end of the sutra . 

The goal of the released is Brahman. See M.U. II. 2. 8; III. 2. 8; see 
also B.U. IV. 4. 7; IV. 4. 21. 

R. holds that those freed from samsdra attain to Brahman for the 
state of samsdra consists in the possession of name and form, which 
is due to the connection with non-conscious matter, such connection 
springing from good and evil works. The Person therefore who is the 
abode of heaven, earth, etc., and whom the text declares to be the 
aim to be achieved by those who, having freed themselves from good 
and evil, and hence from all contact with matter, attain supreme 

1 yat sarvam avidydropitam tat sarvam paramarthato brahma na in yad 
brahma tat sarvam ity arthah. Bhdmati. 
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oneness with the Highest Brahman , can be none other than the Highest 
Brahman itself. 1 

I. 3. 3. ndnumdnam atacchahddt 

Not that which is inferred on account of there being no text to indicate it. 
na: not; anumdnam: what is inferred; atac-chahddl: on account of 
there being no text to indicate it. 

R. and Srlkantha take this and the next sutra as one. 

Pradhdna is arrived at by inference. We argue that every effect 
must have a cause and that cause another and so on until we reach 
an uncaused first cause. As the effects are non-conscious the cause is 
inferred to be non-conscious since the cause and the effect are assumed 
to be of similar nature. This is the reasoning adopted by the Sdmkhya 
system to establish the reality of pradhdna. 

We cannot infer that the support of heaven, earth, etc., is pradhdna 
or air since there is no word to suggest it; on the other hand, words 
like omniscient, etc. (M.U. I. 1. 9), indicate that the support is an 
intelligent being. 

I. 3. 4. prdnabhre ca 

(not) the bearer of the vital breaths (the individual soul) too. 
prdna-bhrt: the bearer of the vital breaths; ca: and. 
vSome readers omit Ya’ at the end. 

Though the individual soul is intelligent, it is not omniscient and 
all-pervading. The individual soul may be taken as the instrumental 
cause of the world since its unseen store of merit and demerit 
requires the world for enjoying the fruits. It cannot, on any account, 
be called the material cause of the world. The individual soul is not 
the support of heaven, earth and the rest for the reason that there 
are no texts to indicate it. 


I. 3. 5. bhedavyapadesdc ca 

And on account of the declaration of difference. 

bheda: difference; vyapadesdt: on account of the declaration; ca: and. 

In the text, ‘Know him alone as the Self’ 2 (M.U. II. 2. 5), a 
distinction is made between the knower and the known. The 
individual soul seeking release is the knower and the Highest Self is 
the object of knowledge. The latter is the abode of heaven, earth, 
etc. 

1 samsara-bandhad vimuhtd eva hi vidhula-pityya-papa niranjana ndma 
rupdbhydm vimuktuk ca. punya-pdpa-nibandhano'citsarhsarga-prayukta-ndma- 
tupabhdktvam eva hi samsarah. ato vidhuta-punya-pdpair niranjanaih prakrti- 
samsarga-rahitaii paten a brahmand par am -sd my am-up anna i h prupyataya 
nirdisto dyu-prthivyady -dyatana-bhutah purusah param brahmaiva. 

2 tam evaikam jdnatha atmdnam. 
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R. considers here M.U. III. 1. 2 and refers to the distinction 
between the bewildered and grieving individual soul and the 
detached Supreme Self, both dwelling on the same tree. 

I. 3. 6. prakarandt 
On account of the context. 

The whole chapter in M.U. discusses the nature of the Highest Self. 
It must also be the topic here. 

I. 3. 7. sthity-adandbhydm ca 

And on account of [the two conditions) abiding and eating, 
sthity-adandbhydm: on account of abiding and eating; ca: and; 
sthiti: abiding; adana: eating. 

Another reading sthityodandbhydm sthiti and odana. Sec Srinivasa's 
Vedanta Kaustubha. 

The passage considered is M.U. I. 1.3. There are two birds, one who 
eats and the other who looks on. The former is the individual soul; 
the latter is the Supreme Self. The bridge to immortality, the soul of 
all, the support of heaven and the rest is the Supreme Self. 

Even if the two birds are taken to mean buddhi or understanding 
and the individual soul devoid of upadhis or adjuncts, as the Paihgi 
U. suggests, the individual soul limited by the adjuncts is not the 
Highest Self and the latter alone is the support of heaven, etc. 

S. points out that the distinction between the individual soul and 
Brahman is no more real than that between the ether within a jar and 
the universal ether. 


Section 2 (8- 9) 


BHUMAN IS BRAHMAN 
I. 3. 8. bhumd sam-prasdddd adhyupadesat 

The Bhuman is Brahman since the instruction (about it) is additional 
to the state of serenity (deep sleep). 

bhumd: Bhuman; sam-prasaddt: to the state of serenity; adhi: 
additional to; upadesat: on account of the instruction. 

The passage considered is C.U. VII. 23 and 24. Sanat-kumara 
tells Narada that Bhuman is that where one sees nothing else, hears 
nothing else and understands nothing else. The doubt arises whether 
it is the life-principle, prana, or the Highest Self. The objector makes 
out that Bhuman is prana for after a series of questions about what is 
greater and greater still, prana is affirmed to be the greatest of all 
and Bhuman is said to be prana. He who knows the prana is said to 
be an ati-vddin (VII. 15. 4). Even the statement that he sees nothing 
else, hears nothing else applies to a condition in which all the senses 
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become merged in prana (see Prasna U. IV. 2) and only the prana 
keeps awake. The immortality of Bhuman can apply to prana 
(C.U. VII. 24. 1, K.U. III. 2). Prana is also treated as the self of 
all (C.U. VII. 15. 1). It is spoken of as the nave of the wheel in which 
all the spokes of the things in the world are fixed. 

The answer to this is that Bhuman can represent the Highest Self. 
Sam-prascida 1 is serenity and refers to the state of deep sleep as it is 
mentioned along with the states of waking and dream (13.U. IV. 3. 15). 
It belongs to the prana and Bhuman is described as subsequent to 
prana and so must refer to an entity different from it. What is said 
about Bhuman is different from what is said about prana. The 
statement regarding the ati-vddin is made not only with regard to the 
man who has the knowledge of prana but also later with regard to 
one who has the knowledge of truth. Sanat-Kumara leads his pupil 
Narada by a series of steps beyond prana to Bhuman. Prana is a 
product since it is said to spring from the Self (C.U. VII. 2(3. 1). 
Bhuman is said to reside in his own glory (C.U. VI1. 24. 1). The same 
topic is continued to the end of the chapter with the sole change of 
the word Self (diman) for Brahman. So Bhuman is the Highest Self. 

I. 3. 9. dharmopapattes ca 

And on account of the appropriateness of the attributes. 

dharma: attributes; upapattch: on account of appropriateness; ca: 

and. 

The attributes assigned to the Highest Self and Bhuman agree 
(see C.U. VII. 24. 1; 13.U. IV. 5. 15). The serenity of deep sleep 
applies to Brahman or Bhuman and not to prana for it is said to be 
great and not little (C.U. VII. 23. 1); see also B.U. IV. 3. 32. The 
absence of the activities of seeing, etc., in the state of deep sleep 
(Prasna U. IV. 2) indicates the non-attachedness of the self. The 
qualities of immortality, truth, omnipresence, self-existence and 
being the self of all apply to the Highest Self and Bhuman. 


Section 3 (10-12) 

THE IMPERISHABLE IN WHICH SPACE IS WOVEN IS 

BRAHMAN 

I. 3. 10. aksaram ambardntadhrteh 

The Imperishable (is Brahman) on account of its supporting (all 
things) up to space. 

aksaram: the imperishable; ambara: sky or space; anta: end; dhrtch: 
because it supports. 

1 sam-prasldaty asminn iti sam-prasddah. 

K 



The Brahma Sutra 


290 

The passage considered is B.U. III. 8, 7 and 8. Does aksara refer to 
the syllable or the Highest Self? The objector mentions the collection 
of fourteen sutras which Pan-ini is reported to have received from 
Samkara, aksara-samdmndya. C.U. (II. 23. 4) mentions the syllable 
Aum as the symbol of Brahman, the Self of all and worthy to be 
meditated upon. 

If it is suggested that the atnbara may be the pradhdna, R. says 
that the support of that pradhdna cannot itself be the pradhdna. 

The conclusion is that while all things find their support in dkdsa, 
akdsa itself is supported by Aksara. It can only be the Brahman . 
Aksara is that which is not perishable (na ksaram), which is all- 
pervading ( asnute ) and so can refer to Brahman only. Aum is used as 
a symbol for Brahman for purposes of meditation. It is also called 
pranava. frakarsena nuyate anena iti pranavah. It is called pranava 
because it is the best stotra. 1 

Atharva-Sikha U . (I. 17) says: ‘It is called pranava because it is 
effective in restraining the senses and directing them to the Supreme 
Self. 2 Brahman as the support of dkdsa is Brahman as Isvara. 

Srikantha suggests that there is a difference between the support 
and what is supported. The former is Brahman and the latter is 
cit-sakti. Akdsa is referred to as being woven as warp and woof in 
Aksara in B.U. III. 8. 11. 

I. 3. 11. sd ca prasdsandt 

And this [supporting) (belongs to the Highest Lord only) on account of 
command. 

sd: this; ca: and; prasdsandt: on account of command. 

If it is argued that the cause which supports all effects called the 
Imperishable is pradhdna and not Brahman , the answer is that it is 
the work of God alone and not non-conscious pradhdna (see B.U. 
III. 8. 9), for non-conscious causes such as clay and the like are 
not capable of command 3 with reference to their effects such as 
jars, etc. 4 

R. says that the supreme command through which all things in the 
universe are held apart cannot possibly belong to the individual soul 
in the state of either bondage or release. 5 6 It belongs to the Supreme 
Person. Srinivasa accepts this position. 

1 Bhoja’s Yoga-sutra-vrtti . 

a prdndn sarvdn paramdtmanarh prandmayati iti etasmat pra^iavalji, 

3 prakrs\am sasanam: unrestricted commanding. 

4 praSdsanam ca paramesvaram karma nacetanasya pradhdnasya pratdsanam 

sambhavati. na hy acetandndm ghafadi-kdrandnam mrdddindm gha(adi-visayath 
prasdsanam asti. 6. 

6 na cedrkam sva-sasanddhlna-sarva-vastu-vidharariam baddha-muktobhay- 
avasthasyapi pratyag-dtmanah sambhavati. atah pvrusottama eva pra&dsitr 
ak$aram. R. 
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I. 3. 12. anyabhavavydvrttes ca 

And on account of the exclusion of a different nature, 
any a: different; bhdva: nature; vydvrtteh: on account of exclusion; 
ca: and. 

Other alternatives are excluded. The Imperishable cannot be the 
pradhdna for the Aksara is said to be seeing, hearing and perceiving, 
which pradhdna is not capable of (B.U. III. 8. 11). When it is said 
that there is no other seer but the Imperishable, no other hearer, 
etc., individual souls are excluded. Even the limiting adjuncts are 
excluded for the Imperishable is said to be 'without eyes, without 
ears, without speech, without mind' (B.U. III. 8. 8). The Imperish¬ 
able is Brahman. 


Section 4 (13) 

THE SYLLABLE AUM 
I. 3. 13. iksati-karma-vyapadesdt sah 

On account of the mention as the object of seeing, he (is the Highest Self), 
iksati: seeing; karma: action; vyapade&dt: on account of mention; 
sah: he. 

thinks that the passage (Prasna U. V. 2) refers to Brahman 
without determinations and not Brahman with determinations. The 
objector contends that as the reward promised is a limited one 
confined to brahma-loka , it is not a worthy reward for one who 
knows the Highest Self. It is said that he will reach the Highest, 
para-purusa, but this has reference only to the physical body. 
Hiranya-garbha is the vital principle in all creatures. 1 To all this S. 
answers that the object of meditation is the object of sight. Though 
it is possible that an object of meditation may be unreal, the object 
of sight must be real and existing. The Highest Self is the object of 
meditation and perfected sight or intuition. 2 The object of 
meditation is not the jiva-ghana (Prasna U. V. 5) but that which 
transcends it, as the use of the words para andpurusa indicate. When 
jiva-ghana is itself said to be transcendent, it is only in the sense that 
it transcends the sense-organs and their objects. Or if jiva-ghana is 
taken as referring to the brahma-loka presided over by Brahma or 
Hiranya-garbha the cosmic Person 3 including in him all the jivas, the 
man who meditates on the Awn with its three elements does not stop 
there but goes further along in attaining the vision of the Highest 
Self which exceeds the jiva-ghana and yet dwells in them all. 
Scripture also holds that the Highest Person is Brahman. From the 

1 pindafy sthulo dehaji, prdnah sutrdtma. Anandagiri. 

8 samyag-day£ana-vi$ayl-bhuta. §. 

3 Panini : IV. 3. 77, mtirttam ghanab . 
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worship of the determinate, we pass to the meditation of the 
Indeterminate. In other words, one attains to freedom by degrees 
along with Brahma. 1 

R. holds that meditation and seeing have the same sense as seeing 
is the result of devout meditation. 2 3 The doubt considered by R. is 
whether the Highest Person mentioned in the text is Hiranya- 
garhha or the Lord of all. The objection is raised that it refers to 
Brahma or Hiranya-garbha , 3 as he who meditates on Aunt as having 
one matra obtains the world of men; he who meditates on it as having 
two mdtrds, obtains the world of the atmosphere and so those who 
meditate on it as having three syllables reach the world of Brahma, 
who is constituted by the aggregate of the individual souls. This 
collective soul is higher than the many souls which are associated 
with the body and the .sense-organs. R. answers that the Highest 
Person is referred to and not Brahma. For the text says that 
the object of seeing is the Highest Self (C.U. IV. 15. 1). Brahma 
is himself jiva-ghana for he is created ($.U. VI. 18) and his world 
is perishable. 

While for $. the question relates to Brahman or Isvara, for R. it 
relates to Isvara or Brahma. S. says that the reference is to Brahman 
without determinations. R. holds that the reference is to the Highest 
Person Isvara and not Brahma, Hiranya-garhha. 


Section 5 (14-21) 

AkASA WITHIN THE HEART OF BRAHMAN 
I. 3. 14. dahara uttarebhyah 

The small [space) [is Brahman) on account of what follows, 
dahara: small; uttarebhyah: on account of what follows. 

In the Adhikarana-ratna-mald, the sutras 14-21 are divided into 
two sections comprising 14-18 and 19-21. Both these discuss the 
question whether dkdsa within the lotus of the heart is the element 
dkdsa or the individual soul or Brahman. 

The passage considered is C.U. VIII. 1. The doubt arises whether 
'small' here refers to the element dkdsa or the individual soul or 
Brahman. It may mean the element [bhutakdsa). Though it is all- 
pervading, it is spoken of as small since it is located in the heart. 
Though there is one dkdsa, it may be conceived as two, one inside 


1 tri-matrenaumkarendlambanena paramatmanam abhidhydyatah; phalam 
brahtna-loka-praptih, kramena ca samyag-darsanotpattir iti. krama-mukty 
abhiprayam etad bhavisyati. S. 

2 atra dhyatlksati-sabdav eka-visayau, dhydna-phalatvdd iksanasya. R. 

3 jlva-samasti-rupo’nddthipatis catur-mukhafy. R. 
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and the other outside, for the purpose of meditation and it is possible 
to compare them (C.U. VIII. 1. 3). Brahma-ptira is the city in the 
form of the body and the Lord of the city is the individual soul. The 
soul dwells in the heart which is the seat of mind. It is spoken of as 
small since it is compared to the point of a goad. (S.U. V. 8.) Dahara 
may also mean the quality of something else residing within the 
small dkdsa in the heart and in no case can it apply to Brahman who 
is not connected with body. 

S. answers these points. Dahara does not refer to the element dkdsa, 
for the teacher asks us to search and understand that which is in the 
heart and it cannot be the element dkdsa. The space within is said to 
be as large as the space without. It is free from sin, etc. These 
qualities cannot apply to the element dkdsa. 

If the reference is to the individual soul, it cannot be said to be all- 
pervading like dkdsa. Brahma-pura need not mean the city in which 
the individual soul resides; it means the city of Brahman. (Prasna U. 
V. 5; see also B.U. II. 5. 18.) This body is not only the abode of 
Brahman} but is useful for its realisation. Even if brahma-pura is the 
city of the individual soul, we are told that Brahman resides in the 
body in close proximity with the devotee even as the image of Visnu 
is said to be accessible in the sdlagrdma stone. 1 2 When we find that the 
results of the knowledge of the dahara are imperishable as compared 
with the perishable nature of the results of works, it is clear that 
dahara refers to the Highest Self and not to the individual soul. 
(C.U. VIII. 1.6.) 

Srikantha holds that the passage stating that what is within 
dahardkdsa is to be sought (C.U. VIII. 1. 1) suggests that the seat is 
cit-sakti and what is seated is Brahman. 


I. 3. 15. gati-sabddbhydm tathd hi drstam lihgam ca 

(The small is Brahman) on account of the movement and of the word for 
thus it is seen (elsewhere) and there is reason for inference as zveil, 
gati-sabddbhydm: on account of the movement and of the word, 
tathd hi: for thus; drstam: it is seen; lihgam: reason for inference; 
ca: too. 

The reference is to C.U. VIII. 3. 2, where it is said that all creatures 
here go day after day into the Brahma- world. Here the word 
‘creatures’ is used for the individual souls and Brahma -world for the 
small one. Again, in C.U. VI. 8. 1, it is said that during sleep the 
individual soul becomes one with pure being. BraJima-loka is 
Brahman and not the world of the god Brahma. The term ‘world of 

1 upalabdher adhisthdnam brahmana deha isyatc tendsadhdranatvena deho 
brahma-puram bhavet. Bhamati. 

2 athava jiva-pura evasmin brahma sannihitam upadeksyate , yathd salagrdme 
vispus sannihitah iti tadvat. £. 
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Brahma in apposition with the word which refers to the small one is 
an inferential mark that the small one is Brahman. 

I. 3. 16. dhrtes ca mahimno'sydsminn upalabdheh 

(The small is Brahman) because of support also and because his 

greatness is observed in him. 

dhrteh: because of support; ca: and; mahimnah: greatness; asya: 
his (the Supreme Self’s); asmin: in him; upalabdheh: because it is 
found or observed. 

C.U. (VIII. 4. 1) declares that the Highest Self is the bridge, 
support and boundary w r hich keeps the worlds apart. The greatness 
of the dahara or the small is indicated in B.U. III. 8. 9. See also 
IV. 4. 22. Dahara is the Highest Self. 

R., Srikantha and Baladeva adopt the same view; they interpret 
the words differently; asya: of the Lord; asmin: in the small space. 
The sutra reads: Because supporting the worlds is a greatness of him 
(the Lord) is observed in it (the small space). 

I. 3. 17. prasiddhes ca 

And because it is well known (that dahara is the Highest Self), 
prasiddheh: because it is well-known; ca: and. 

When it is said that akdsa alone manifests names and forms 
(C.U. VIII. 14), that 'all these beings spring forth from akdsa* 
(C.U. I. 9. 1), akdia cannot mean the element but only the Highest 
Self. 

Srikantha refers to passages in the Mahd U. and Kaivalya U 
where the Supreme Lord is said to be the object worshipped as 
abiding in the small lotus (of the heart). 

I. 3. 18. itara-paramarsdt sa iti cen ndsamhhavdt 

If it is said that on account of reference to the other (the individual soul), 
he is (the dahara), (we say) no for it is impossible, 
itara: other; pardmarsdt: on account of reference; sa: he (is the small); 
iti: thus; cen: if; na: no; asambhavdt: for it is impossible. 

In the previous sutras , reference to the element of akdsa is rejected. 
In this and the following sutras , reference to the individual soul is 
considered. 

The objector takes up C.U. VIII. 3. 4 and argues that sam-prasdda 
applies to the individual soul. S. answers that the individual soul 
qualified by the adjuncts of buddhi, etc., cannot be compared with 
the unlimited dkaia. Again, qualities such as freedom from sin cannot 
apply to a being who is limited by adjuncts. 

R. points out that the individual soul cannot be the dahara as the 
qualities attributed to it such as freedom from sin, etc., can apply 
only to the Supreme Lord. 
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I. 3. 19. uttardc ced dvirhhfda-svarupas tu 

If it be said {that dahara is the individual soul) on account of sub¬ 
sequent [statements), [we say) (but the subsequent passage refers to the 
individual soul only in so far as) its real nature has become manifest, 
uttar at: on account of what is subsequent; cct: if; dvirbhuta: become 
manifest; svarupah: one’s real nature; tu: but. 

The objector takes up the dialogue, which comes after the dahara- 
vidyd between Indra and Virocana on the one hand and Praja-pati 
on the other. (C.U. VIII. 7. 1 ff.) Praja-pati, while declaring that he is 
teaching the truth of the Self which is free from sin, old age, death, 
etc., speaks only of the individual soul, the person seen in the eye, the 
dream and sleep conditions of the individual soul and it is the 
individual soul which rises in the form of sam-prasdda from the body, 
meets the Highest Light and appears in its own form. 

S. points out that Praja-pati is not speaking of the individual soul 
qualified by the conditions of waking, dream and sleep but the self 
which has manifested its real nature, after rising beyond the con¬ 
sciousness of body into realisation of its oneness with Brahman. 
According to the individual soul whose nature has become 
manifest is no longer the individual soul. It is this freed individual 
(M.U. III. 2. 9) that is referred to by Praja-pati. 

If it be objected that if the true nature of the individual soul is 
Brahman, all this discussion about its activities, its rise from the 
body becomes meaningless, S. argues that just as a crystal which is 
white and transparent is not discerned to be separate from the 
adjunct of real or blue colour, the individual soul which is pure 
consciousness or light appears to be of the nature of the 
upddhis or the adjuncts of body, sense and mind and to be endowed 
with the activities of hearing, seeing, etc., on account of the lack of 
discrimination. The moment discrimination arises, when the crystal 
appears as white and transparent, the individual soul appears in its 
original form of the Self. The embodied or the disembodied condition 
of the soul is the result of the absence or presence of discriminative 
knowledge; 1 notwithstanding the possession of body, the soul is 
without the body if it has the knowledge that it is one with Brahman . 
If it has no such knowledge it remains an individual soul bound up 
with the upddhis. Praja-pati gradually leads us on to the true nature 
of the individual soul as nothing but the Highest Self. According to $. 
the author of the sutras disproves the erroneous doctrine of the 
duality of the Highest Self and the individual soul. He distinguishes 
the Highest Self from the individual soul but does not distinguish 
the individual soul from the Highest Self. 2 The latter as the support 

1 vivekavivekdmdtrenaivatniano’Sariratvarh sa-harlratvatb ca. 6 . See B.G. 
XIII. 31; Kafka U. I. 2. 22. 

* paramutmano jivdd anyatvam dradhayati, jlvasya tu na parasmdd anyatvam 
pratipipadayi§ati. 
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is different from the things imagined to exist but the imagined things 
cannot exist apart from the support on account of which they are 
imagined. The rope exists by itself and is different from the serpent 
but the serpent which is imaginary cannot exist apart from the rope. 

S. also refers to some who belong to his own school of thought who 
hold that the individual soul as such is real. 1 

For Bhaskara the statement of Praja-pati does not refer to the 
individual soul as such but to the soul which has attained the form 
of the Supreme Self. 

R. holds that Praja-pati's teaching and the statement about dahara 
have different topics. What refers to the dahara does not apply to the 
individual soul even when it has freed itself from bondage and become 
free from sin. 

Nimbarka argues that the Highest Self having his real nature ever 
manifest is the small one but not the individual soul who has his real 
nature manifest, not always but only during release. 

I. 3. 20. anydrthas ca pardmarsah 

And the reference to the individual soul has a different meaning . 
anya: other; arthah: meaning; ca: and; pardmarsah: reference. 

The reference to the individual soul in regard to sam-prasdda means 
that when the soul is tired of the activities of waking and dream 
and becomes desirous of resting, it goes beyond the consciousness 
of gross and subtle bodies, in deep sleep. It then reaches the highest 
light or Brahman and so appears in its own real nature. Here the 
reference to the individual soul is to make us aware of its real nature. 

Nimbarka holds that the reference to the individual soul is for 
showing that the Supreme Self is the cause of the manifestation of 
the real nature of the individual soul. 

I. 3. 21. alpa-sruter Hi cet tad uktam 

If it he said that (dkdsa cannot mean the Highest Self) on account of its 
being mentioned by the sruti as small, we say that) that (point) has 
already been considered. 

alpa: small; sruteh: on account of mention by sruti; iti: thus; cet: if; 
tat: that; uktam: (has been) said. 

In I. 2. 7, it has already been said that the Supreme, though all- 
pervading, is capable of being meditated upon, as dwelling in the 
small heart. It has also been said that the dkd&a within the heart is as 
large as the dkdsa without. 

1 apave tu vadinafy pdramdrthikam eva jaivam rupam iti manyante. asmadlyai 
ca kecit. £. 
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Section 6 (22-23) 

UNIVERSAL LIGHT AS BRAHMAN 
I. 3. 22. anu-krtes tasya ca 

And on account of acting (shining) after and (of the ivord) his. 
anu-kfteh: on account of acting after; tasya: his; ca: and. 

While S. treats the two sutras 22 and 23 as a new section R. holds 
that they do not start a new topic but furnish additional arguments 
for the conclusion reached in the preceding sutras. 

The passage considered is Katha U. II. 2. 15. 'Everything shines 
only after that shining light. His shining illumines all this world/ 
(Sec also M.U. II. 2. 11.) The doubt is raised whether this being is a 
luminous body or the Highest Self. The answer is that it is the 
Highest Self for C.U. (111. 14. 2) says that his form is light, bhd- 
rupah. Luminosity being the common nature of all, there is no need 
for one to shine hrst and the others to follow. Imitation does not 
depend on similarity. Iron is different from fire and dust is different 
from wind; yet a red-hot iron ball burns things like the fire and the 
dust on the ground blows after the blowing wind. 

The word ‘his’ refers to the source of the light of the sun, moon. 
B.U. (IV. 4. 16) says of him that he is the light of lights (jyotisdm 
jyotih). Obviously this does not refer to the physical light. 

S. suggests that we may take it not merely as the cause of the light 
of the sun, moon, etc., but as the cause of all this, sarvam idam. (See 
M.U. II. 2. 5; B.U. IV. 2. 4, IV. 3. 6.) 

R. takes anu-krti to mean imitation and quotes M.U. III. 1. 3. The 
individual soul in Praja-pati’s teaching is the imitator and Brahman 
which is imitated is the dahara. 1 Nimbarka follows this interpretation. 


I. 3. 23. api ca smaryate 

And the same is declared in the smrti. 

api: also (the same); ca: and; smaryate: is declared in smrti . 
ca is omitted by R. and Baladeva. 

The reference here is to B.G. XV. 6, 12. That splendour of the sun 
that illumines this whole world, that which is in the moon, that which 
is in the fire, that splendour, know as mine/ 

R. mentions B.G. XIV. 2. 'Having resorted to this wisdom and 
become of like nature to me, they are not born at the time of creation; 
nor are they disturbed at the time of dissolution/ Nimbarka accepts 
this interpretation. Srinivasa says: Smrti declares the equality of the 
individual soul, freed from all bondage, in B.G. XIV. 2. So it is estab¬ 
lished that the daharakdia is none but the Supreme Self. 


1 ato'nukarta prajd-pati-vakye nirdisto’nu-kdryam brahma daharahdkah. R. 

K* 
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Section 7 (24-25) 

THE PERSON OF THE SIZE OF A THUMB IS BRAHMAN 
I. 3. 24. sabddd era pramitah 

On account of the text itself, what is measured {by a thumb) (is the 
Highest Self). 

Sabdat: on account of the text; eva: itself; pramitah: is measured. 

The passage considered is Katha U. II. 1. 12-13. ‘The person of the 
size of a thumb resides in the middle of the body. After knowing him 
who is the lord of the past, and the future, one does not shrink (from 
him). This, verily, is that.' The person of the size of a thumb 
resides in the middle of the body, like a flame without smoke. He is 
the lord of the past and the future. He is the same today and the 
same tomorrow. This, verily, is that.’ 1 

The objector contends that the person referred to is the individual 
soul and not the Highest Self who cannot be measured. The soul 
limited by adjuncts, samsdri-jiva , may be taken as being measured by 
a thumb. In the M.B., Yama is said to have dragged out forcibly by 
his noose the thumb-sized person from out of the body of Satyavan. 

The person can be the Highest Self alone for none else can control 
the past and the future. The words ‘this is that' are an answer to the 
question by Naciketas who is asking about Brahman. The person is 
the Highest God and not the individual soul. 

I. 3. 25. hrdyapeksayd tu manusyddhikdratvdt 

In the reference to the heart, however, (the Supreme is said to be of the 
size of a thumb) because men have a right (to the study of the Veda), 
hrdi: in the heart; apeksayd: with reference to; tu: however; manusya: 
man; adhikdratvat: because of a right. 

But how can a measure be attributed to the Omnipresent Self? 
The sutra answers this doubt. To the objection that the size of the 
heart varies in different classes of beings and so the measure of the 
size of a thumb cannot apply to all, the sutra says it applies to men 
only. The Scripture, though propounded without any distinction, 
does in reality entitle men only to act according to its precepts for 
they alone can act (according to the precepts); they alone are 
desirous (of the results of actions), they are not excluded by pro¬ 
hibitions and are subject to the precepts about upanayana ceremony, 
etc. 2 Animals, gods and seers are excluded. Gods cannot perform 
sacrifices for they involve offerings to the gods. Seers cannot perform 
sacrifices, as the ancestral seers are involved in the performance of 

1 P.U., pp. 634-5. 

* kdstram hy avisesa-pravrttam api manusydnevddhikaroti kiktatvad arthitvdd 
aparyudastatvad upanayanddi-sdstrdc ceti. A 
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the sacrifices. Again, those who desire release do not care for the 
perishable fruits of sacrifices. The third and the fourth reasons 
give the right only to the three higher castes and upanayana is pre¬ 
scribed as indispensable for the study of the Veda. 1 As the human 
body has a fixed size the heart also lias a fixed size. The Scripture 
says that ‘the person of the size of a thumb is the inner self, etc.’: 
Kapha U. II. 3. 17. 2 

R. argues that men are qualified for devout meditation. In so far as 
the Highest Self abides in the heart of the devotee—which heart is of 
the measure of a thumb—it may itself be viewed as having the 
measure of a thumb. 3 

Srinivasa gives alternative explanations. The Lord is said to be 
one who makes three strides (tri-vikrama) in reference to the three 
worlds. If he can be said to be of three strides why not ‘of the size of a 
thumb’. Again, the Lord manifests himself to be of the size of a 
thumb to please his devotees. Apeksayd is treated as a reference to 
the worshipper’s wishes. 

Though S. admits that Scriptures are of universal application, and 
are to be followed by all, some restrictions were imposed on certain 
sections of the people. 


Section 8 (26-33) 

GODS ARE CAPABLE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF BRAHMAN 

In this section the question whether the gods are capable of the 
knowledge is answered in the affirmative but incidentally other 
problems are raised such as the relation of the different species of 
beings to the words denoting them. 

I. 3. 26. tad-upary api bddardyanah sambhavdt 

Also beings above them {men) {are qualified for the study of the Vedas), as 
Badardyana holds, on account of possibility . 

tad: them; npari: above; api: also; bddardyanah: as Badarayana 
holds; sambhavdt: on account of possibility. 

Gods may have the desire for formal release caused by the 
reflection that all effects, objects and powers are non-permanent. 
Just as men are led to seek for salvation as the earthly rewards do not 
yield permanent fruits, so also gods who realise the transitoriness of 
even heavenly enjoyments are led to worship the Supreme Lord. It may 
be argued that gods cannot practise meditation since they do not have 
physical bodies and the God they meditate on should have a form. 4 

1 See Purva Mimathsa Sutra VI. i. 8 P.U., pp. 647-8. 

8 paramdtmana upasandrtham updsaka-hrdaye vartamdnatvad updsaka 
hrdayasydngutfha-pramaiiatvdt tad-apek §ayedam angu ? t ha-pram it atv am 

upapadyate. R. 4 na hi nirvi$esa-dcvata-dhiyam adhirohati. R. 
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Gods are known to possess bodies, from the accounts of them we 
read in the epics and the purdnas, from paintings and images. In their 
case there is no need for the upanayana ceremony since the Vedas are 
open to them. We know that they accept discipleship. Indra lived as a 
disciple of Praja-pati for 101 years (C.U. VIII. 11. 3). Bhrgu 
approached his father Varuna to teach him the knowledge of 
Brahman (T.U. IIT. 1). Gods and sages may be incapable of action 
such as a sacrifice (see Piirva M imams a Sutra VI. 1. 5) as there are no 
other gods whom they have to please or other sages to whose families 
they would belong. So far as the knowledge of Brahman is concerned 
no action need be performed. So far as the size of the Person is 
concerned, it may be measured by the thumb of a god, even as it is 
measured in the case of men by the thumb of a man. 

B.U. I. 4. 10 says: 4 Brahman , indeed, was this, in the beginning. 
It knew itself only as “I am Brahman ’. Therefore it became all. 
Whoever among the gods becomes awakened to this, he, indeed, 
becomes that, it is the same in the case of seers, the same in the case 
of men/ 

R.says that wish and capacity exist in the case of gods 1 as they also 
are liable to suffering, arising from the assaults hard to be endured, of 
the different kinds of pain and as they also know that supreme 
enjoyment is to be found in the Highest Brahman, which is untouched 
even by the shadow of imperfection and is full of auspicious qualities 
of the highest perfection. 

I. 3. 27. virodhah karmaniti cen ndnekapratipatter darsandt 

If it he said (that possession of bodies would result in) a contradiction to 
(sacrificial) works , (we say that) it is not so because it is observed that 
(gods) assume many forms. 

virodhah: contradiction; karmani: in action; iti: thus; cet: if; na: not; 
aneka: many; pratipatteh: assumption; darsandt: because it is 
observed. 

The difficulty is mentioned that, if gods have bodies, they may be 
expected to be present like priests on the occasion of a sacrifice. How 
can God Indra be present at many sacrifices, if they are performed at 
the same time? In answer, it is stated that one and the same deity 
can assume various forms at the same time. B.U. (III. 9. 1-2) 
indicates that one and the same divine Self may at the same time 
appear in many forms. It is mentioned in the M.B. (XII. 110-62) that 
a yogin, who has acquired supernatural powers, can assume many 
forms, have many experiences and take them all back into himself. 2 

1 arthitva-sdmarthyayoh sambhavat. 

8 dtmandm vai sahasrdyii bahuni bharatarsabha 
kurydd yogi balam prapya taii ca sarvair mahim caret 
prdpnuydd visaydn kaiU.it kaiscid ugram tapak caret 
samksipec ca punas tani suryo rasmigaydn iva. 
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Another explanation is also possible. Just as a Brahmana who 
cannot be fed by different people at the same time can nevertheless 
be saluted by them all at the same time, a deity can without leaving 
his place be the common object of reverence of several persons who 
may at the same time give their offerings to him. The embodiedness 
of gods is in no way a hindrance to their sacrificial activity. 

Nimbarka answers the objection that embodiedness of the deity 
will result in a contradiction with regard to work by The observation 
of the assumption’ simultaneously of many bodies by one and the 
same deity. Srinivasa takes a different view. 'Because of the 
observation of many worships.’ Just as one and the same teacher is 
found to be saluted simultaneously by many worshippers, so different 
performers of sacrifices may give their offerings to one and the same 
corporal deity who abides in his own place. 

I. 3. 28. sabda iti cen ndtah prabhavdt pratyaksdnumdndibhydm 

If it be said that (a contradiction will result in regard to) word , (we say) 
that it is not so because perception and inference show the origination of 
everything from this (the word ). 

iabda: word; iti: so; cet: if; na: not; atah: from this; prabhavdt: on 
account of origination; pratyaksdnumdndbhydm: from perception 
and inference. 

The problem of the relation in which the different species of 
beings stand to the words which denote them is taken up for con¬ 
sideration here. £. opposes the views of Upavarsa, the Mimdmsaka 
according to whom the word is nothing but the aggregate of the 
letters which constitute it as well as the view of the grammarians 
who teach that over and above the aggregate of the letters, there 
exists a supersensuous entity called sphota , which is the direct cause 
of the apprehension of the meaning of a word. 

In this sutra , the objection is considered whether the authoritative¬ 
ness of the Veda is not contradicted by the attribution of bodies to 
divinities. The possession of body subjects them to the changes of 
birth and death, so the eternal connection of the eternal word with a 
non-eternal thing is inconceivable. 1 The sutra answers it by saying 
that the world with the gods and other beings originates from the 
Veda. But this is not consistent with 1.1.2 which holds that Brahman 
is the origin of all things and, again, the word or name comes into 
existence after the object which is given the word or the name. As the 
objects are transitory even the words or names are transitory and so 
cannot be self-valid and eternal. In reply it is said that the words are 
connected with the;*#, or the class which is eternal, and not with the 
individuals which may be infinite in number and transitory. Words 
connote some permanent meanings on account of whose presence in 
individual objects, the names are extended to them. It is in this sense 

1 See Purva Mlmariisa, Sutra I. 1. 5. 
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that the individuals are said to originate from words and not in the 
sense that the word is, like Brahman , the material cause of the 
universe. 

The evidence for the view that the universe arises on account of 
the efficient cause of the word lies in perception and inference. 
Perception means sruti ; for its validity it is not dependent on 
anything else; inference is smrti. 1 S quotes texts from sruti and 
smrti, Rg Veda IX. 6. 2; B.U. I. 2. 4; M.B. XII. 233. 24 and 25; 
Mann 1.21. Just as we make jars after conceiving the meaning of the 
word jar, the Creator first conceives the words and then corre¬ 
sponding to them creates the universe. 2 

The question is raised about the nature of the word which causes 
the universe. The grammarians contend that it is the sphota which 
arises in the mind: after the word is uttered and on account of it, the 
meaning of the word becomes known. The sphota is the eternal 
entity and not the letters which perish as soon as they are uttered. 3 
Gods, etc., cannot arise from the perishable words but only from the 
imperishable sphota. Upavarsa, the Mimdmsaka , opposes this view 
and argues that there is no separate perception of the sphota over 
and above the perception of the letters. The letters are not short¬ 
lived because they are recognised to be the same. They are not 
different on different occasions. The object of cognition is not 
sphota, an additional something which is suddenly perceived after 
the accumulation of the successive impressions of the letters. The 
letters of a word which succeed each other in a certain order give all 
the meaning they have to our intelligence in one single act of 
cognition. There is no need for the assumption of a sphota. Whether 
the word is of the nature of letters or class or sphota, the theory that 
the gods originate from the eternal words remains unaffected. 

R. quotes Manu, Visnu Pnrdna and others. Op. ‘In the beginning 
there was sent forth by the Creator, divine speech beginningless and 
endless—in the form of the Veda and from it originated all creatures’. 

Nimbarka quotes Taittinya Brdhmana (II. 6. 2. 3), ‘He evolved 
name and form by means of the Veda . Srinivasa also states the 
objection and answer. The objection says that the gods who possess 
bodies which are non-eternal must themselves be non-eternal 
whereas the Vedic words which denote the gods are eternal. How can 

1 pratyaksam hi krutih prdmdnyam praty anapeksatvdt: anumanam smriifr 
prdmdnyam prati sapeksatvdt. 6. krutim pasyanti munayah smaranii ca tathd 
smrtim . 

2 api ca ciklrsitam artham anuti§than tasya vdcakam sabdam purvam smrtvd 
pasedt tam artham anutis\hatlti sarve§dm nati pratyaksam etat. tathd prajd-pater 
api sra^tuh srstcJi purvam vaidikds sabdd manasi pradurbabhuvufr ; pakedttad- 
anugatdn arlhan sasarjeti gamyate. tathd ca srutil} : sa bhdr iti vydharat sa bhumim 
asrjata. Taittiriya Brdhmana II. 2. 4. 2. 

8 anadi-nidhana hy e§a vdg utsrtfd svayambhuvd 
adau veda-mayl divyd yatah sarvd prasiitayah. 
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there be an eternal connection between the non-eternal gods and the 
eternal Vedic words? The answer states that the individual gods are 
non-eternal but this does not show that the Vedic words are 
meaningless for they denote not the individual (vyakti) but the type 
(dkyti). While the individual is non-eternal, the type is eternal. The 
non-eternal individuals are created at the beginning of each creation 
in accordance with the eternal types which are indicated by the 
eternal Vedic words. 

I. 3. 29. ata eva ca nityatvam 

And for this very reason , the eternity [of the Vedas follows ). 

atah: therefore, for this reason; eva: very or same; ca: and; nityatvam: 

eternity. 

The Veda is the eternal source of the universe. Rg Veda (X. 71. 3) 
tells us that the eternal speech dwelling in the sages was found out 
by those who performed the sacrifice. See also M.B. which says: 
‘Formerly the great sages, with the permission of the Self-born, 
obtained through their penance the Vedas together with the epics, 
which had been hidden at the close of the cosmic period / 1 

The Vedic mantras or hymns are said to be composed by different 
seers like Visvamitra and so on. Jt may be argued that the Vedic 
mantras are non-eternal as their authors are non-eternal. But the seers 
are not really the authors or composers of the hymns which are 
eternal. They only utter or reveal the Vedic mantras and these 
revealers change from age to age. 

I. 3. 30. samdna-ndma-rupatvdc cdvrttdv apy avirodho darsanat 
smytes ca 

And on account of the similarity of name and form (there is) no 
contradiction (to the eternity of the word of the Veda) even with regard to 
the recurrence (of the world ), (as is clear) from what is perceived (Sruti) 
and the smyti. 

samdna-ndma-riipatvdt: on account of the similarity of name and 
form; ca: and; dvyttau: recurrence (repetition of cycles of births and 
deaths); api: even; avirodhah: absence of contradiction; darsanat: 
from what is perceived; smyteh: from the smyti; ca: and. 

The eternity of the Vedas is not affected even though there are new 
creations with new Indr as and other gods because the names and 
forms of each new creation are the same as those of the preceding 
world. In spite of periodical creations and dissolutions, samsdra is 
beginriingless and endless. Even as a man who has awakened from 
sleep goes on with his affairs even as he did before he went to sleep, so 
also creations and dissolutions do not disturb the continuity. See 
K.U. III. 3. 

1 yugante’ntarhitdn veddn setihasdn mahar§ayab 
lebhire tapasa piirvam anujfidtds svayambhuvd. 
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If the objection is raised that the dissolution or mahdpralaya is 
like death and not sleep and if continuity is kept up, it is because all 
men do not sleep at the same time, so that those who are awake 
remind others of their previous lives, the answer is that gods do not 
suffer from the defects which afflict men; the gods remember the past 
even after dissolution. Besides, the world is nothing but the results of 
the actions of beings done in the previous creation. It provides 
opportunities for experiencing the pleasures and pains consequent on 
past conduct. By our present actions w r e prepare for future creation. 
So the world moves on perpetually from desires to actions, from 
actions to their results and from the results to desires. There remains 
always a potentiality of the world to become actual through the 
same names and forms, same desires and actions in spite of apparent 
dissolution. The new creation is not an effect without a cause. See 
Rg Veda X. 190-3. 

Vdk is sometimes described as subtle, eternal, imperishable and 
incomprehensible to the senses. 1 Those who meditate on Vdk over¬ 
come death. 2 1'aiItiriya-Brdhmana II. 8. 8 says: 

Whom the Sages, the Makers of Hymns, the Wise Ones, 

And the Gods also, sought with austerity and with Effort: 

Her, the Divine Speech, with this Offering we pray; 

May She vouchsafe Welfare unto the World. 3 

In Proverbs viii. and Job xxviii. Wisdom is said to have its origin in 
God and also its place beside God. Wisdom is represented as a pre¬ 
existent divine associate of God in his creative activity. .She was 
before the foundation of the world. ‘Whoso findeth me [i.e. wisdom] 
findeth life and shall obtain favour of the Lord. But he that sinneth 
against me [i.e. wisdom] wrongeth his own soul: all they that hate 
me love death.’ 4 St John’s Prologue begins: Tn the beginning was 
the Word; the Word was with God/ The Word marks the transition 
from eternity to history. 

I. 3. 31. madhvddisv asambhavad anadhikdram jaiminih 

On account of the impossibility {of the gods having a right to the know¬ 
ledge of) the honey and the rest they {the gods) are not qualified , (so) 
Jaimini {thinks). 

madhvddisu: in madhu (honey), knowledge and others; asambhavat: 

1 yam suksmdm nitydm atindriydm vacant r say ah sak§dtkrta-dharmdno 
mantradrsak pasyanti. Punyaraja on Vakyapadlya 1. 6. 

* te mrtyum ati-vartanie ye vai vdcam upasate. 

* yam rsayo mantrakrto manl$iyab 
anvaicchan devds tapasd Srameyia 
tarn devith vacant havisd yajamahe 
sd no dadhdtu sukrtasya loke. 

4 Proverbs viii. 35-6. 
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on account of impossibility; anadhikdram: no fitness or qualification; 
jaiminih: Jaimini (thinks). 

In C.U. Ill, it is said the sun is the honey of gods, the sky is the 
bee-hive, the Vedic hymns the trees, the sacrifices are the flowers and 
the offerings of soma , milk, etc., are the honey itself. Led by Agni, 
Indra and others, the gods live on this honey. It is possible for men to 
meditate on the sun and not for gods. They cannot at once be the 
meditators and the objects of meditation. Again, certain divinities 
like Fire, Wind, Sun, Directions are each declared to be a foot (pdda) 
of Brahman and as such are recommended to be the objects of 
meditation for men; it is not possible for gods to meditate on 
themselves. (C.U. III. 18. 2; III. 19. 1; IV. 3. 1.) Similarly the right 
and the left ears are to be meditated on as Gautama and Bharadvaja 
respectively (B.U. II. 2. 4). It is not possible that these sages should 
meditate on themselves. So Jaimini holds that deities and sages are 
incapable of acquiring the knowledge of Brahman . 

I. 3. 32. jyotisi bhdvdc ca 

And because (the words denoting the deities) are used in the sense (or 
sphere) of light. 

jyotisi: in the sphere of light; bhdvat: because used; ca: and. 

Agni, Aditya belong to the sphere of light. How can these be 
endowed with a bodily form or intelligence or choice? Since they are 
not personal beings, they are not capable of or qualified for the 
knowledge of Brahman. Other sources of knowledge which give 
personality to these luminous beings are not acceptable; so the 
objector contends that devas and similar beings are not qualified for 
the knowledge of Brahman. 

R. Nimbarka hold that the objection is that as the gods meditate 
on the light of lights, Brahman (B.U. IV. 4. 16), they are not entitled 
to the honey meditation and the rest. 

I. 3. 33. bhavath tu bddardyano sti hi 

But Bddardyana (maintains) the existence (of qualification for Brahma - 
knowledge on the part of the deities) for there is certainly (evidence to 
show this). 

bhdvam: existence; tu: but; bddardyanah: Badarayana; asti: is; hi: 
certainly. 

The objection stated in the two previous sutras is repudiated here. 
Though the qualification of the gods for madhu-vidya, etc., may not 
be admitted, for the gods themselves are involved in them, the 
qualification for the pure knowledge of Brahman need not be denied 
to them. 1 Scripture says that the gods are qualified for Brahma - 

1 yady api madhv-ddi-vidyasu devatadi-vyamisrasu asambhavo * dhikdrasya, 
tathdpi asti hi iuddhdydm brahma-vidydydm sambhavafr. £. 
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knowledge. I3.U. I. 4. 10; C.U. VII. 7. 2. Words like Aditya, though 
they refer to light, convey the idea of certain divine persons endowed 
with intelligence and pre-eminent power. By their power they reside 
within the light and assume any form they like.The Vedic injunctions 
presuppose certain characteristic shapes of the several divinities. 
The status of divinity is a stage leading to final emancipation. 

Bhaskara thinks that there is scriptural evidence that the gods are 
entitled to the honey meditation and the rest. 

Nimbarka holds that the gods are entitled not only to the 
knowledge of Brahman in general but also to the meditations in 
which they themselves are implicated. 


Section 9 (34-38) 

THE DISQUALIFICATION OF SO DR AS FOR 
BRA HM A -KNOWLEDGE 

I. 3. 34. sugasya tad-anadara-sravandt tad ddravandt sucyate hi 

The grief which he {Janasruti) felt on hearing the disrespectful words 
(i about himself) made him run {toward Raikva ) for that alone is 
indicated. 

suk: grief; asya: his; tad-anddara-sravandt: on hearing the dis¬ 
respectful words; tad: that; ddravandt: because of running; sucyate: 
indicated; hi: alone. 

The objector urges that the Sudras have a right to Brahma- 
knowledgc for they desire that knowledge and are capable of it. There 
is no scriptural prohibition as we have in the matter of offering 
sacrifices. Therefore the Sudra is unfit for sacrificing’ (Taittiriya 
Samhitd VII. 1. 1.6). The reason which disqualifies the Sudras for 
sacrifices is their being without the sacred fires but that is no dis¬ 
qualification for knowledge. In C.U. (IV. 2. 3) 1 samvarga-vidya, which 
is a part of Bra/wia-knowledge, is admitted for JanaSruti. Sudras 
like Vidura are spoken of as possessing Brahma- knowledge. 

The answer is given that the Sudra who is not competent for the 
upanayana ceremony cannot study the Vedas and is therefore 
disqualified for 2?raAwa-knowledge. The word 'Sudra' does not refer 
to caste. It may refer to the grief of JanaSruti and not to Janasruti 
himself. Whether Janasruti came to grief or grief fell on him or 
whether he rushed to Raikva on account of grief, the word , sudra\ 
refers to one of these three things and not to caste. 2 

1 P.U., pp. 401ft. 

a bucd gurum abhidudraveti sudrah. hicam abhidudrdveti kvtdrah. iucd 
abhidudruva iti hudra}i . hamsa-vakyad atmano'nddaram irutva janairutefr 
iugutpannety etad eva katham gamy ate yenasau iudra-iabdena sucyate, tatraha 
sprsyate ceti. Anandagiri. 
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R. says that Jana^ruti, when taunted by a flamingo for his lack of 
.Bra/sma-knowledge, was overtaken by grief and resorted to Raikva 
who had Rraftw^-knowledge. When Raikva addresses Jana£ruti as 
'sudra , he refers to Jana4ruti's sorrow and not to his being a member 
of the fourth caste. The word sudra etymologically considered means 
he who grieves or sorrows (socati). 

Srinivasa, in his Vedanta Kaustubha , in stating the objection 
mentions that Vidura and others as well as women like Sulabha, are 
found to possess Brahma- knowledge. Sulabha carried on a highly 
learned discussion with Janaka, according to the M.B. (XII. 321). 

As we will see, $. makes out that Suta, Vidura and others, though 
born Madras, on account of the merit acquired in their previous lives, 
have obtained Brahma- knowledge. The author of Parimala argues 
that, though the Sudras may not have a right to Vedic study, by 
listening to the Epics and the Puranas, on account of the strength of 
their merit previously acquired, they attain to a knowledge of 
Brahman. Thus knowledge of Brahman is open to all. The ways 
to it may be different for different people. All human beings by 
virtue of their humanity are entitled to #ra/*w<«:-knowledge and 
salvation. 

I. 3. 35. ksatriyatvagates cottaratra caitrarathena lihgdt 

(Jdnasruti was not a sudra because his ksatriyahood is known from the 
inferential sign {supplied by his having mentioned) later on with 
Caitraratha {who was a ksatriya). 

R.and Srlkantha divide this into two sutras: (i) ksatriyatvdgates ca; 
(i i) uttar atr a -l ihgdt. 

Bhaskara reads ksatriyatva-gates ca ; others as ksatriyatva-avagates 
ca. 

ksatriyatvagatch: nature of a ksatriya being known; ca: and; 
uttar atr a: later on; caitrarathena: with Caitraratha; lihgdt: because 
of the inferential sign. 

As janasruti and Caitraratha are mentioned together we gather 
that janasruti was also a ksatriya. (C.U. IV. 3. 5.) 

I. 3. 36. samskdra-paramarsat tad-abhdvdbhildpdc ca 

On account of the mention of the ceremonies (purificatory in the case of 
the three twice-born castes) and the absence of mention of them [in the 
case of the fourth caste). 

samskdras: ceremonies; paramaridt: on account of mention; tad: its; 
abhava: absence; abhildpdt: on account of mention; ca: and. 

In Satapatha Brdhmana (XI. 5. 3. 13); C.U. (VII. 1.1); Prasna U . 
(I. 1), samskdras like upanayana , initiation, are mentioned for the 
three twice-born castes, which are not for the fourth caste. See Manu 
X. 4; X. 126. 
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I. 3. 37. tad abhava-nirdhdrane ca pravrtteh 

And because of [Gautama s) proceeding (to initiate Jabala) on the 
ascertainment of the absence of that (viz. his sudrahood). 
tad-abhava-nirdhdrane: on the ascertainment of the absence of that; 
ca: and; pravrtteh: because of proceeding. 

C.U. (IV. 4.5) tells us that Gautama was satisfied that Jabala, who 
did not know his gotra or family name, was not a sudra because he 
possessed the quality of speaking the truth and initiated him. 
Gautama said: 'A non -Brdhmana cannot speak thus.' 1 

It is obvious from the Chandogya episode that character and not 
birth was the test of Brahminhood. Jabala was given initiation 
because he did not deviate from truth. 


I. 3. 38. sravanddhyayandrtha-pratisedhdt smrtes ca 

And because (the Sudra) is forbidden by smrti from hearing and study 
(of the Vedas) and (understanding their) meaning . 
sravana: hearing; adhyayana: study; artha: meaning; pratisedhat: 
because (it is) forbidden; smyteh: by the smyti; ca: and. 

R. and Nimbarka state smrtes ca as a separate sutra, while §., 
Bhaskara and Baladeva treat the text given as one sutra. 

See Gautama Dharma-sastra (XII. 4, 5, 6; X. 1); Manu (IV. 80). 
Obviously uneasy about these prohibitions, observes that 
Vidura, and Dharmavyadha had Brahma-know]edge as the result 
of deeds in their previous births and the fruit of knowledge, that 
is release, is inevitable. 2 Gaining knowledge through Vedic study 
is forbidden but gaining knowledge through other means is 
encouraged. 

R. argues that on the theory of Advaita which holds that the sole 
Reality is Brahman of pure indeterminate intelligence and that 
bondage is ended by the mere cognition of the nature of Reality, 
restrictions imposed on the Sudras cannot be justified. Even a Sudra 
can free himself from the bondage as soon as the knowledge of the 
true nature of things has arisen in his mind through a statement 
resting on the traditional lore of men knowing the Veda. The 
knowers of truth will teach all for they are not bound by injunctions 
and prohibitions. 3 4 On this view the Sudras have a perfect right to the 
knowledge of Brahman A After attacking the Advaita doctrine, R. 
concludes that the way to release is by means of devout meditation. 
Such meditation by which we attain the grace of the Supreme can be 

1 naitad a-bvahmano vivaktum arhati. 

* purva-krta-samskdra-vakad vidura-dharmavyadhaprabhytindm jndnotpattis 
tesam na sakyate phala-prdptih pratibaddhum. jndnasyaikdntika-phalatvat. S. 

* kudrasydpi vedavit-sampraddydvagata-vdkydd vastu-ydthdtmya-jndnena 
jagad-bhrama-nivyttir api bhavisyati. R. 

4 kiidrddindm eva brahma-vidyadhikarafr su-kobhanab. 
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learned from Scripture only. This is open only to those who are 
purified by such ceremonies as upanayana . 1 

The different methods of gaining salvation, meditation, devotion 
which lead to Brahma -knowledge are open to all. The restrictions 
with regard to Vedic study cannot be defended. If we take our stand 
on the potential divinity of all human beings, whatever be their caste 
or class, race or religion, sex or occupation, the methods for gaining 
release should be open to all. 


Section 10 ( 39 ) 

LIFE PRINCIPLE IN WHICH EVERYTHING TREMBLES IS 

BRAHMAN 


I. 3 . 39 . kampandt 

On account of trembling (of the world, the life-principle is Brahman ). 
kampandt: on account of trembling. 

The discussion of the right for Brahma -knowledge was a digression. 
We get back to the meaning of the Vedanta texts. Katha U. (II. 3 .2) 2 
speaks of the whole world as trembling in life. The doubt is raised 
whether this life-principle cannot be air. In the context, it can 
only be Brahman. The passage makes out that Brahman constitutes 
the abode of the whole world. Brahman is the life of life (B.U. IV. 
4 . 18 ). Katha U. (II. 2. 5 ) says that there is another on which the 
two life-breaths (prana and apdna) depend. 3 Brahman is the cause of 
the great fear for it is said that the whole world carries on its many 
functions for fear of Brahman (T.U. II. 8. 1 ). Again, knowledge of air 
can give us a relative reward and not life eternal. See S.U. VI. 15 . 

R. and Nimbarka do not take it as a new section but only resume 
discussion of section 7, about the person measured as of the size of a 
thumb. 

Baladeva begins a new section and discusses the question whether 
vajra, the thunderbolt, is Brahman or not. 

1 yasya iu moksa-sadhanataya veddnta-vakyair vihitam jnanam upasana- 
rupam tac ca para-brahma-bhuta-parama-purusa-prlnanam tac ca sastraika- 
samadhigamyam. updsand-iastram copanayanadi-samskara-sathskrlddhita- 
svadhyayajanitarii jfianam viveka-vimokddi-sddhananugrhltam eva svopayataya 
svlkaroti. R. 2 P.U., p. 642 . * P.U., pp. 637 - 8 . 
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Section 11 (40) 

THE LIGHT IS BRAHMAN 
I. 3. 40. jyotir darsanat 

The light (is Brahman) because it is seen (in the scriptural passage ). 
jyotih: light; darsanat: because it is seen. 

The passage considered is C.U. VIII. 12. 3. ‘That serene one when 
he rises up from this body and reaches the highest light appears in 
his own form. Such a one is the Supreme Person/ 3 Does this light 
refer to the physical sun which dispels darkness or Brahman ? It is 
Brahman because the topic of discussion from VIII. 7. 1 onwards is 
the Self which is free from sin and is said to be the object of enquiry. 
VIII. 12. 1 speaks of freedom from body which is possible only in 
Brahman. To the objection that the Scripture (C.U. VIII. G. 5) speaks 
of a man to be released as going to the sun, the release referred to in 
it is not the ultimate release which has nothing to do with going or 
departing. The light is spoken of as the ‘highest light’ and the‘highest 
Person’. This view is adopted by Bhaskara and Srikantha. 

R. thinks that this section continues the preceding and makes out 
that the passage about the angustha-mdtra-parusa which speaks of a 
primary light can only be Brahman. 

Nimbarka adopts this view and says that the measured person is 
the Supreme Being. 

Baladeva argues that the Vajra or thunderbolt is the Lord 
because in a preceding passage he is called light. 


Section 12 (41) 

akASa is brahman 

I. 3. 41. dkdso’rthdntaratvddi-vyapadesdt 

Space (is Brahman) since it is mentioned as something different in 
meaning and so on. 

dkeisah: space or ether; arthdntaratv-ddi: being different in meaning 
and so on; vyapadeidt: since it is mentioned. 

The passage considered is C.U. VIII. 14. 1. 2 Akdsa is said to be the 
cause of the manifestation of names and forms. These are contained 
in the immortal Brahman , the Self. The doubt is raised whether the 
dkdsa cannot be the elemental ether. The answer is given that it is 
Brahman . It contains within it names and forms. It is only Brahman 
that is different from names and forms. Elemental ether belongs to 
the world of created things, having names and forms, and is not 

1 P.U., p. 509. a Sec P.U., p. 511. 
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different from them. For the manifestation of names and forms, the 
creative power of Brahman is ultimately responsible. 1 See C.U. VI. 
3. 2. The words ‘ Brahman , immortal, Self’ all refer to Reality. This 
sutra supports further what was said in I. 1. 22. 

Nimbarka says that Brahman is something different even from 
the freed souls. Srinivasa raises the question whether the reference 
here is to elemental ether, or the soul freed from the bondage of 
mundane existence, or the Supreme Self. It applies to the source of all 
manifestations. The freed soul, it will be pointed out later, cannot 
cause creation, etc., of the world. 


Section 13 (42-43) 

HE WHO CONSISTS OF KNOWLEDGE IS BRAHMAN 
I. 3. 42. susapty-utkrdntyor hhedena 

(On account of the mention of the Highest Self) as different (from the 
individual soul) in the states of sleep and departure from the body), 
susupti-utkrdntyoh: in the states of sleep and departure. 
hhedena: because of difference. 

While S. takes these two siitras (42 and 43) as beginning a new 
topic, R. takes the three sutras 41-3 as one section, dealing with 
the question whether the ether in the C.U. passage (VIII. 14) refers 
to Brahman or the individual soul in the state of release. The latter 
doubt arises from the fact that the released soul is the theme of the 
passage immediately preceding. ‘Shaking off evil as a horse his hairs, 
shaking off the body as the moon frees itself from the mouth of Rahu, 
I, a perfected soul, obtain the uncreated Brahma -world, yea, I obtain 
it.' Does not this passage show that the released soul and Brahman 
are identical? 

The objection is raised that the B.U. passage IV. 3. 7 refers to the 
embodied soul, that it describes how, in the state of deep sleep, being 
not conscious of anything, it is held embraced by the all-knowing 
Highest Self (IV. 3. 21). So also with reference to departure, it is said 
that ‘the self in the body mounted by the self of intelligence moves 
creaking’. The sutra says that the Highest Self is mentioned as 
different from the embodied soul in the states of deep sleep and 
departure from the body. There is nothing to be gained by des¬ 
cribing the nature of the embodied self which is already well known. 
Both the beginning and the end of the chapter deal with one topic, 
viz. the Highest Self. The reference to the conditions of sleep and 


1 na ca brahmano'nyan namarupabhyam arthdntaram sambhavati. sarvasya 
vikdra-jdtasya nama-rupabhydm eva vydkrtatvat. ndma-rupayor api nirvahaniam 
nirankuham na brahmano'nyatra sambhavati. §. 
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departure is used to note the difference of the Highest Self from such 
conditions. See B.U. IV. 3. 14-16 and 22. 

I. 3. 43. patyddi sabdebhyah 

On account of the words, lord and others . 

paty-ddi: Lord and others; sabdebhyah: on account of words. 

B.U. IV. 4. 22 uses words like adhipatih, vasi, isdnah the great 
Lord, the Controller, the Protector of all. These cannot refer to the 
embodied soul. The quality of being neither great by good deeds nor 
small by evil deeds is not ascribable to any except God. The sutra 
refers to the non-transmigrating supreme Lord. 1 

R. states that we have here declarations of general unity, that all 
conscious and non-conscious beings are effects of Brahman and have 
Brahman for their inneF self. 2 

1 asamsarl paramesvarah. 

* aikyopadesas tu sarvasya cid-acid-atmakasya brahma-kdryatvcna tad- 
atmakatvam. R. 



Section 1 (1-7) 

THE UNMANIFESTED DENOTES THE BODY 

I. 4. 1. dnumdnikam apy ckcsdm Hi cen na sarira-rupaka-vinyasta- 
grhiter darsayati ca 

If it be said that what is derived by inference (pradhdna) too (is the 
avyakta, the tin manifested) according to some, (we say that) it is not so, 
because (the term) of understanding what is referred in the simile of the 
body and (the text) shows (this). 

dnumdnikam: what is derived by inference; a pi: too, even; ekesdm: 
of some; iti cet: if it be said; na: not; sarira: body; rupaka: simile; 
vinyasta: referred, contained; gyhlteh: because of understanding; 
darsayati: sh ows. 

This section discusses the Katha V. passage (I. 3. 10 and 11) 1 where 
the terms mahat, the great, avyakta, unmanifested, are used 
in the Sdmkhya sense, where avyakta is a synonym for pradhdna. §., 
after an elaborate review of the topics mentioned in the Katha U., 
argues that the term avyakta has not the special meaning given to it 
by the Sdmkhya system but denotes the subtle body, the suksma 
sarira, as also the gross body which is viewed as an effect of the subtle 
one. 

We have already seen that Brahman is the cause of the origin, 
maintenance and dissolution of the world (I. 1.2), that pradhdna is 
not the cause (I. 1.5, 10). But as there are some texts which seem to 
favour the view' that pradhdna is the cause, we have to show that 
Brahman is the cause and not pradhdna. 21 

The passage under discussion comes after another passage where 
the simile of the chariot is used (1. 3. 3-4). In both the passages, the 
senses, the mind and the understanding are mentioned. By buddhi we 
may mean the human understanding and by mahdn-atman the 
understanding of Brahma or Hiranya-garbha for it is his buddhi that 
can be truly considered to be the support of all the buddhis of beings. 
In the passage it is only the body which can be identified with 
avyakta . The whole section shows that the embodied soul is bound to 
body, mind, senses, etc., while it is, for in reality nothing but the 
Supreme Self. The simile of the chariot shows that our final destiny 
is the abode of Visnu (Katha U. I. 3. 12). By the practice of Yoga we 
reach it. In all this, there is no place for the hypothesis of pradhdna . 3 

R. argues that avyakta does not denote pradhdna independent of 
Brahman but denotes the body represented as a chariot in the simile 

1 See P.U., p. 625. 

2 kdsu cicchakhdsu pradhdna-samarpandbhdsdndrii habddndim sruyamdnatvat. 
at ah pradhdnasya karayiatvam veda-siddham eva mahadbhifa. paramarsibhifr 
kapila-prabhrtibhik parigrhltam iti prasajyate. 6. 

a nasty atra para-parikalpitasya pvadhanasyavakdiafr. 
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of the body. 1 R. also points out the differences between the sdmkhya 
view and the Upanisad arrangement. 

I. 4. 2. suksmarh tu tad arhatvdt 

(The word avyakta means), however , the subtle body for this is the 
appropriate (meaning) of that (word). 

suksmam: (the subtle body); tu: however; tad: that; arhatvdt: because 
it is appropriate. 

If it is said that the gross physical body (sthula sarira) is vyakta, 
manifested, and not avyakta , the sutra says that avyakta means the 
subtle body which consists of the subtle parts of the elements and it 
applies to its effect of the gross physical body. It is not uncommon 
to use the name of the effect for the cause. See Rg Veda (X. 46. 4; 
B.U. I. 4) where the present manifest world is referred to by the 
former non-manifest condition. 

R. interprets appropriateness in a different way. The unmanifested 
matter alone, when it assumes the form of the effect (body) is fit to 
undertake activities furthering the purposes of man like the chariot. 2 

I. 4. 3. tad-adhinatvad arthavat 

On account of dependence on him , it has a meaning. 

tad-ad hinatv at: on account of dependence on him; arthavat: has a 

meaning. 

To the question whether the non-manifest condition of the world 
may not be called pradhdna, the answer is given that the previous 
condition of the world is not an independent cause but is dependent 
on the Highest God. The potential primordial power of the Highest 
God is called by 5 . avidyd, mdyd , avyakta , akdia and aksara. It is 
known as dkdsa because of its unlimited extent, aksara because it does 
not cease to exist until there is knowledge, mdyd on account of its 
wonderful power, avyakta because being the power of Brahman , it is 
neither different nor non-different from Brahman . See B.U. VII. 
8. 11; M.U. II. 12; S.U. IV. 10. 

Sometimes it is said that the word avyakta means the subtle body 
only, since the bondage and release of the soul are possible on account 
of this. The soul is in samsdra when the desires bind the subtle body; 
when they cease to do so, the subtle body is destroyed and release 
attained. The answer is given that even as the word chariot refers to 
both gross and subtle bodies, avyakta also refers to both. Even if it is 
taken as referring to the subtle body, it is clear that the Kafha U . 
passage has no reference to pradhdna . 

Bhaskara holds that the subtle body is designated as subtle in 

1 navyakta-sabdendbrahmdtmakam pradhanam ihdbhidhlyate . . . iarirdkhya - 
rupaka-vinyastasyavyakta-iabdena grhlteh. 6. 

2 purusdrtha-sddhana-pravrtty-arhatvdt. R. 
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reference to the gross body and it is rightly called unmanifest. 
Bondage and release have meaning in so far as they are dependent on 
the subtle body. 

R. makes out that matter in its subtle states is meaningful and 
serves human ends only in so far as it is dependent on the Supreme 
Self. Avyakia and its effects constitute the body of the Lord who 
constitutes their self. 

For Srikantha the soul, the body and the rest have a meaning as 
dependent on the Lord. 

Srinivasa makes out that the Sdmkhya pradhdna cannot give rise to 
effects and so for producing effects it is dependent on Brahman. 

I. 4. 4. jheyatvdvacanac ca 

Also because there is no mention of its being an object to the known, 
jheyatva: an object to be cognised; a-vacandt: there being no mention; 
ca: and, also. 

Whereas for the Sdmkhya system, knowledge of pradhdna as 
distinct from purusa is said to be essential for achieving the liberation 
of the soul, in the Katha U. passages avyakia is not mentioned as an 
object of knowledge or meditation. The word f avyakta is used 
incidentally for body after the passage of the chariot, to indicate the 
nature of the highest abode of Visnu. 

I. 4. 5. vadatlti cen na prdjfio hi prakarandt 

And if it be said that (pradhdna as the object of knowledge) is mentioned 
(in the sruti), (we say that) it is not so for the intelligent self (is meant) on 
account of the general subject-matter. 

vadati: says, is mentioned; iti cet: if it be said; na: not; prdjhah: 
intelligent self; hi: for; prakarandt: from the context. 

Katha U. speaks of that 'which is without sound, without touch 
and without form, undecaying, without taste, eternal, without 
smell, without beginning, without end, beyond the great, abiding, 
by discerning that one is freed from the mouth of death'. This 
description cannot apply to pradhdna. It applies to the Highest 
Intelligent Self. The Person is said to be the goal for there is nothing 
beyond him. We can have a vision of him by the practice of self- 
control, etc. Even on the Sdmkhya theory, liberation is not possible 
by a mere knowledge of pradhdna. It is possible only by a knowledge 
of purusa as distinct from pradhdna. In the Vedanta texts, these 
qualities are possible only with regard to the Highest Self. 

I. 4. 6. traydndm eva caivam upanydsah prasnai ca 

And thus there are statement and question about three (things) alone, 
traydndm: of three; eva: only; ca: and; evam: thus; upanydsah: 
statement; prasnah: question; ca: and. 



j?' JkMtzM’ 

TtvtWsKfe m t\\e Katha U. I relate, according to $., to 

the fire sacrifices, the individual soul and the Highest Self. There is 
no separate question and answer in regard to pracUulna. So it cannot 
be said to be either the object of knowledge or indicated by the word 
'avyakta'. 

S. here urges his theory of the unity of the individual soul and the 
Highest Self. The denial of birth and death in the case of the 
individual soul suggests the non-difference of the soul and Brahman. 
Katha U. II. 1.4 suggests that the Self which perceives both dream 
states and working states is clearly the intelligent Self, Prdjna. 
Again II. 1. 10 censures those who find a difference between what is 
here and what is there. 

I. 4. 7. mahadvac ca 

And like the word 'great'. 

mahat-vat: like the word niahat; ca: and. 

The word mahat does not refer to pradhdna. 

The Sdmkhya uses the word mahat in the sense of sattd or buddhi 
since it it the first product of pradhdna, and enables one to achieve 
both prosperity and freedom. The Vedic meaning of avyakta is 
purusa or atman, knowing whom there is an end to all sorrow, 1 and 
not pradhdna. See Katha U. I. 2. 22; S.U. III. 8. 


Section 2 (8-10) 

AJA (SHE-GOAT) OF RED, WHITE AND BLACK COLOURS 
IS NOT PRADHANA 

I. 4. 8. camasavad avisesdt 

As in the case of the bowl {the ajd, the unborn , is not pradhdna) because 
of the absence of special characteristics. 

camasa-vat: like the bowl; avisesdt: because of the absence of special 
characteristics. 

The advocates of the pradhdna theory quote S.U. IV. 5 2 and argue 
that ajd , she-goat of red, white and black colours which produces 
manifold offspring, similar in form (to herself) refers to pradhdna 
which has the three qualities of sattva (white), rajas (red) and tamas 
(black). On account of attachment to prakrti , some souls are deluded 
and pass through samsdra; others on account of discrimination and 
non-attachment attain release. 

The Sutrakdra answers that there is no special reason why ajd 

1 avyakta-sabdo'pi na vaidike prayoge pradhdnam abhidhdtiim arhati. 6. 
atma mahdn ity dtmu. iabda-prayogdt. Ratnaprabha. 2 See P.U., p. 732. 
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should be treated as equivalent to pradhdna. There are no special 
features which justify us in giving the meaning of pradhdna and not 
any other. In B.U. 11.2. 3 there is the passage: There is a bowl with 
its mouth below and bottom up.’ This by itself does not tell us what 
bowl it is but the next passage provides the sense that the bowl 
refers to the head. So also the meaning of the word *aja has to be 
understood from some other passage. 

R. quotes Ciilikd U. (3-7) which teaches that the Supreme Person 
is the self of prakyti, Garhha U. (3), S.U. 1. 8-10; V. 9-10; Vi. 1(S and 
B.G. X1II. 19-21; XIV. 5; IX. 7, 8, 10. From all these texts, R. 
concludes that ajd is no t prakyti. The prakyti indicated is brahmdtmikd . 

Nimbarka suggests that the unborn one, ajd , must have Brahman 
for its soul. It is dependent on Brahman. 

I. 4. 9. jyotir-upakramd tu tathd hy adhryata eke 

(Ajd), however, (means the three elements) beginning with light;for some 
read (their text) in that manner. 

jyotih: light; upakramd: beginning with; tn: however; tathd: in that 
manner; hi: for; adhiyate: study; eke: some. 

C.U. VI. 4. 1 1 refers to the colours red, white and black as those of 
the three elements of fire, water and earth. Others have arisen from 
the highest God. We need not give up these primary meanings and 
adopt secondary meanings of the three gunas of prakyti. S.U. 1. 3 
describes the power of the Supreme as the cause of the universe. 
Other passages 4, 5, 10, 11 indicate the causality of the Supreme Self. 
So the ajd passage cannot suggest a different view in that context. 
The divine power is said to possess the three colours of the three 
elements of fire, water and earth. 

£. means by ajd, the unborn, unproduccd may a. 

R. refers to the passages which refer to Brahman as the light of 
lights. (B.U. IV. 4. 16; C.U. III. 13. 7.) He quotes the Mahdndrdyana 
U . which instructs us about the aggregate of things other than 
Brahman and yet originating from Brahman. So ajd is a creature of 
Brahman and has its self in Brahman and this is the meaning of the 
S.U. passages also. 


I. 4. 10. kalfanopadesdc ca madhvddivad avirodhah 

And on account of the mention of the image , as in the case of honey and 
others , there is no contradiction. 

kalpand-upadesdt: on account of the mention of the image; ca: and; 
madhu-ddi-vat: as in the case of honey and others; a-virodhah: no 
contradiction. 

§. asks, if ajd is taken to mean the three elements of the C.U. 
1 See P.U., p. 451. 
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(VI. 4. 1), how can the three elements be conceived as having the 
form of the she-goat or be thought of as unproduced, since they are 
the products of mdyd? This siltra gives the answer. Even as the sun is 
imagined as honey or the speech as cow or the heavenly world as lire 
(C.U. III. 1; B.U. V. 8; VI. 2. 9), even so, prakrti which consists of the 
water and the earth, is imagined as the she-goat. It is imagining only, 
kalpand. It is not literally unborn but only figuratively. It represents 
prakrti , the source of all things, even as the sun which is not really 
honey is represented as such. It therefore stands to reason that ajd 
means fire, water and earth taken together. This view is followed by 
Bhaskara. 

R. takes kalpand as formation as in the passage, the Creator made 
sun and moon, ‘yathd suryd-candramasau dhata yathd-purvam 
akalpayat’. Mahd-ndrdyana U. V. 7. The world is unborn (ajd) in the 
causal condition and in the effect condition it divides itself into names 
and forms, into fire, water and earth, appearing as red, white and 
black. Between these two conditions there is no contradiction. Ajd is 
to be taken as denoting the causal state of the three elements. 

R. criticises the view that prakrti is to be imagined as the she-goat. 
While ajd for £. is the power of the Lord from which the world 
springs, it is for R. the primary causal matter from which the world 
is fashioned. 

Nimbarka agrees with R. and holds that no contradiction is 
involved in taking one and the same substratum of qualities as 
unborn and having at the same time Brahman for its material cause. 
The unborn has Brahman for its self. 


Section 3 (11-13) 

THE FIVE GROUPS OF FIVE ARE NOT THE TWENTY-FIVE 
PRINCIPLES OF THE SAMKHYA 

I. 4. 11. na samkhyopasamgrahdd api ndnabhavdd atirekdc ca 

Not even on account of the mention of the number (can it be said that 
pradhdna has scriptural authority) on account of diversity (of the 
categories) and on account of excess (over the number of the categories ). 
na: not; samkhyd: number; upasamgrahdt: on account of the mention; 
api: even; ndndbhdvat: on account of many differences; atirekdt: due 
to excess; ca: and. 

B.U. IV. 4. 17 mentions ‘that in which the five groups of five and 
space are established' is the Self, the Immortal. The five groups of 
five make twenty-five and this is the number of the principles 
mentioned in the Sdmkhya Kdrikd (3). Prakrti or pradhdna is not an 
effect. Mahat or buddhi, understanding, aham-kdra or the self-sense, 
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the five tanmdtras or subtle elements are the seven effects of prakrti 
but are causes too of the sixteen which are effects only, viz. the 
five gross elements and the eleven organs (indriyas). Purusa or the 
self is neither effect nor cause. As the same number twenty-five is 
found in the Upanisad passage and the Samkhya Kdrikd, it is urged 
that pradhdna has the authority of sruti. 

The sutra refutes this suggestion for each one of the twenty-five 
principles of the Samkhya is different from the others. The Samkhya 
principles cannot be classed into five groups of five principles, there 
being no common quality among the members of any group. Again 
the word ‘five, five' ( pahca , pahca) need not be taken as indicating 
twenty-five for where it is possible to indicate the number directly 
as twenty-five it is not correct to say that it has been indicated 
indirectly as five groups of five. Besides, the second word pahca is not 
independent but is a part of the compound pahca-jana as in the 
passage pahcdndm tva pahca-janandm (Taittiriya Samhitd I. 6. 2. 2). 
So we cannot say that the word pahca is repeated twice. Pahca-jana 
indicates five distinct persons and not groups. Jana does not mean 
any principle or category. The phrase pahca pahca-jana cannot refer 
to the Samkhya principles for the Self and space, atman and dkdsa, are 
stated independently while they are included in the Samkhya 
twenty-five principles. We cannot arbitrarily interpret the expression 
pahca pahca-jana as referring to the principles of the Samkhya. It 
may refer to any other group of twenty-five things. The Samkhya 
advocate asks about the interpretation of pahca-jana. Accord¬ 
ing to Pdnini (II. 1. 50), words indicating direction or number 
are compounded with other words and then mean only a name of 
something or person. The word ' pahca-jandK indicates not number 
five, but a particular class of beings. It suggests that beings known as 
pahca-jana are five in number as the beings known as saptarsi are 
seven in number. 

I. 4. 12. pranddayo vakya-sesdt 

The life-principle and others [are the pahea-jandh) on account of the 
complementary passage. 

prdnadayah: life-principle and others; vakya-sesdt: from the comple¬ 
mentary sentence (which follows). 

The next passage (B.U. IV. 4. 18) reads: They who know the life 
of life, the eye of the eye, the ear of the ear and the mind of the mind, 
they have realised the ancient primordial Brahman * The word 
pahca-jana refers to the life-principle and other beings. 

It has also been taken to mean: (i) the five beings of gods, fathers, 
gandharvas, asuras and rdksasas or (ii) the four castes of Brdhmanas, 
Ksatriyas , Vaisyas, Madras with the Nisadas added to them. 
Whatever be the interpretation, it has obviously no connection with 
the Samkhya categories. 
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I. 4. 13. jyotisaikesdm asaty annc 

When food is not present (i.e. not mentioned) in the case of some {the 
Kdnvas) {number five is completed) by light. 

jyotisd: by light; ekesdm: of some; asati: when not present; anne: 
food. 

In the Kdnva rescension of the B.U. there is no mention of the 
being of food while the Mddhyandina mentions it. For the former, the 
fifth number is light which is mentioned in the preceding passage 
IV. 4. 16. 


Section 4 (14-15) 

NO CONFLICT IN. PASSAGES REGARDING BRAHMAN’S 

CAUSALITY 

I. 4. 14. kdranatvena cdkdsddisu yathd-vyapadistokteh 

And on account of {Brahman) as described being declared to be the cause 
of space and the rest. 

kdranatvena: as cause; ca: and; dkdsa-ddisu: of dkdsa and others 
yathd: as; vyapadistokteh: declared as described. 

According to $., the objection raised relates to apparently con¬ 
flicting passages which deal with creation. The order of creation 
varies from passage to passage in B.U. 1. 4. 7; C.U. VI. 2. 1-3; T.U. 

II. 1; Prasna U. VI. 4. The sutra makes out that though there may be 
contradictions in the order of creation, there is no such contradiction 
regarding the Creator. He is described in all passages as omniscient, 
lord of all, the inner soul of everything and as the one and only cause 
without a second. 1 See T.U. II. and 6; C.U. VI. 2. 1-3; Aitareva U. 
I. 1. 

R. and Nimbarka also make out that the intention of the sutra is to 
affirm that the Highest Person alone, endowed with the attributes of 
omniscience, omnipotence and the rest is the cause of the universe. 

Srikantha does not begin a new section here but continues the 
consideration of the five-live people (B.U. IV. 4. 17). These refer to 
the life-principle and the rest and not to the Sdmkhya pradhdna. 

I. 4. 15. samdkarsdt 
On account of the connection 

samdkarsdt: on account of connecting or linking up. 

There are passages which tell us that ‘all this, verily, was in the 
beginning non-being’ {asat) (T.U. II. 1). This does not mean absolute 
non-existence. If sat indicates the being of Brahman with all the 

1 yathd-bhuto hy ekasmin vedante sarvajnas sarvesvaras sarvatmaiko'dvitlyab 
kdranatvena vyapadi$tah. 
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manifest names and forms, asat indicates the being of Brahman 
without names and forms. It indicates the condition of the world 
prior to its manifestation. The same interpretation should be given to 
C.U. III. 19. 1; B.U. 1.4. 7. The evolution of the world, C.U. (VI. 3. 2) 
tells us, takes place under the supervision of the Omniscient Ruler. 1 
If we read the passage about non-being in its context, we will see 
that the previous passage speaks of the Self consisting of bliss 
( T.U . II. 7). £. and Bhaskara treat this section as dealing with 
the general question of the concordance of all texts with regard to 
Brahman. This is evident from the way S. comments on this section 
at the very beginning. 2 

Nimbarka uses this sutra for the refutation of the Samkhya view 
of pradhdna . 3 


Section 5 (16-18) 

BRAHMANS CAUSALITY 

I. 4. 16. jagadvdcitvdt 

Because of the denoting of the world. 

jagat: world; vdcitvdt: because (it is) denoted. 

The text considered is K.U. IV. 19. ‘He, verily, who is the maker of 
these persons, he of whom all this is the work {karma), he alone is to 
be known.' What is the object of knowledge? Is it the individual soul, 
or the chief vital breath or the Highest Self? 

Arguments for the chief vital breath, mukhya-prdna , are set forth. 
It is the support of all activity or work. In a complementary passage 
(IV. 20), the word ‘ prana occurs. Prana is said to be the creator of 
the persons in the sun, moon, etc. See also B.U. III. 9. 9. 

There are also arguments in support of the view that the object of 
knowledge is the individual soul. The work of the soul will mean its 
deeds of merit and demerit. The soul may be considered to be the 
cause of the persons in the sun, etc., inasmuch as the sun, the moon 
are said to be the sources of pleasure and pain to be experienced by 
the soul. Besides, we find in a later passage a characteristic mark of 
the individual soul. AjataSatru failed to awaken a sleeping man by 
merely shouting at him. He roused him from his sleep when he pushed 
him with a stick. It shows that the individual soul is different from 
the life-principle. There is another characteristic mark given in 
IV. 20. The individual soul and the selves in the sun and the moon are 
helping each other. The individual soul as the support of prana is 
itself called prana. 

1 sadhyak$am eva jagato vyakriydm darhayati. 

* tatra idam aparam dsankate: na janmadi-kdranatvam brahmano brahma- 
vi$ayam vd gati-sdmdnyam veddnta-vdkydnam pratipattum sakyam. 

• na pradhdna-sankd-gandho’piti bhdvah. 

L 
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Both these suggestions are refuted by the sutra. Balaki begins his 
conversation with Ajata^atru with the offer: ‘Let me declare 
Brahman to you.’ The maker of all these individual souls cannot be a 
soul lower than Brahman for then the introductory offer would be 
meaningless. Only the Highest Lord is capable of being the maker of 
all those mentioned for he alone is truly independent. The word 
karma does not indicate movement, or merit or demerit accruing from 
it. So it cannot refer to prana or the individual soul. It cannot denote 
persons in the sun for purusa is masculine and is used in genitive 
plural and karma is neuter and is used in the singular number. 
Karma cannot refer to the activity of producing the persons on the 
result of that activity for both these are included in the agent without 
whom they would not exist. The passage ‘he of whom all this is the 
work' means that the entire world and the person in the sun, etc., arc 
only a part of this world which is nothing but the work of God. The 
passage sets forth the maker of the w’orld in a twofold way, as the 
creator of a special part of the world and as the creator of the whole 
remaining world. 

R. opposes the view which holds that the person to whom the work 
belongs is the enjoying soul, the ruler oiprakrti. For work, meritorious 
or the contrary, belongs to the individual soul only. The generally 
accepted meaning of karma is good and evil actions. The origination 
of this world is caused by the various actions of the individual souls. 
The explanation given by Ajatasatru to Balaki, who has been unable 
to say where the soul goes at the time of deep sleep, that all the 
speech and other organs become one in prana in deep sleep clearly 
refers to the individual soul which alone passes through the states of 
dream, deep sleep and waking. This view is controverted by R. who 
makes out that the w r ork is the world and the Supreme Person is the 
sole cause of the world. Though the origination of the world has for 
its condition the deeds of the individual souls, yet those souls do not 
independently originate the means for their own retributive ex¬ 
perience but experience only what the Lord has created to that end 
in agreement with their works. 1 

I. 4. 17. jiva-mukhya-prdna-lihgdn neti cet tad vydkhydtam 

Ij it he said that this is not so on account of the characteristic marks of 
the individual soul and the chief vital breath , (we reply that) that has 
been already explained. 

jtva: individual soul; mukhya: chief; prana: vital breath; lihgdt: due 
to characteristic marks; na: not; iti cet: if it be said; tad: that; 
vydkhydtam: (is) already explained. 

Bhaskara reads this sutra and the next as one section. 

1 jagad-utpatter jlva-karma-nibandhanatve’pi na jivafr sva-bhogya - 
bhogopakarariadeh svayam utpadakafr. api ta sva-karmdnugutiyene&vara-srtfarit 
sarvam bhunkte. R. 
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If it be said that the characteristic marks of the individual soul 
and the chief vital breath are given in the passage, §. observes that 
when a text is ascertained, as referring to Brahman by a compre¬ 
hensive consideration of the opening and the concluding clauses, all 
characteristic marks which point to other topics must be so inter¬ 
preted as to fall in with the principal topic. In the text under 
consideration, at the outset it is said: 'Let me declare Brahman to 
you/ In the middle, the clause ‘of whom this is the work' refers to the 
Highest Person who is the cause of the whole world. At the end 
again, we hear of a reward which relates itself only with meditations 
on Brahman by sraisthyam: eminence, svarajyam: independence, 
ddhipatyam: supremacy. All other topics must be interpreted so as 
to conform to this main topic of Brahman. 

Again, the refutation has already been made in I. 1. 31; only the 
creation of the world was not there referred to Brahman. The word 
prana is used with reference to Brahman in C.U. VI. 8. 2. &. adds that 
whatever characteristic marks we may have about the individual 
soul, we shall be justified in considering them as indicative of 
Brahman, since the jlva is identical with Brahman / 


I. 4. 18. any art ham tu jaiminih prasna-vydkhydndbhydm apt caivam 
eke 

But Jaimini thinks that ( 1 the reference to the individual sold) has 
another purport, on account of the question and the explanations and so 
some others too (read the text). 

anydrtham: another purport; tu: but; Jaiminih: Jaimini; prasna- 
vydkhydndbhydm: on account of the question and the explanation; 
api: also; ca: and; evam: so; eke: some others. 

Even assuming that there is a reference to the individual soul, it is 
only to indicate the knowledge of Brahman. This is clear from the 
nature of the question and the explanatory answer given in this 
connection. When AjataSatru asked as to where the person was asleep 
and whence he came back to the waking state, the reply given is that 
during dreamless sleep a person becomes one with this prana 
(Brahman) alone; and that it is from this Self alone that the pranas 
depart to their abode; and from prana depart the gods and from gods 
the beings (K.U. IV. 19 and 20). It is the Vedanta view that during 
sleep the soul becomes one with Brahman and it is from Brahman 
that the world and the prana proceed. That in which the sleeping 
soul becomes devoid of cognition of the waking life and enjoys 
tranquillity is Brahman itself which is the object fit to be known. 
Again, in B.U. II. 1. 16 and 17 it is said that the soul as distinct from 
the Highest Self lies in the dkdsa within the heart. C.U. VIII. 1. 1 
says that this small dkasa is nothing but the Highest Self. It is the 

1 brahma-vi$ayatvad abhedabhiprayeya yojayitavyam . 6. 
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source of all as the empirical selves are said to spring from it. B.U. 
II. 1. 20. All these lead to the conclusion that the Self exists beyond 
both prana , life-principle, and jtva or the individual soul. This view 
that the section deals with the general agreement of all texts with 
regard to Brahman is supported by Bhaskara. 

R., while adopting the same view as &., directs his attack on the 
Sdmkhya theory of pradhdna. 

Srikantha holds that this section deals with the difference between 
the individual soul and Brahman. 1 


Section 6 (19-22) 

THE SELF TO BE SEEN, HEARD, ETC., IS THE HIGHEST 

SELF ON ACCOUNT OF THE CONNECTION OF TEXTS 

I. 4. 19 vdkydnvaydt 

On account of the connection of sentences [the Self to be seem, heard, etc., 
is the Highest Self). 

vdkya: sentence; anvayat: on account of the connected meaning. 

The passage considered is B.U. IV. 5. 6. 'Verily, the Self is to be 
seen, to be heard, to be reflected on, to be meditated upon; when, 
verily, the Self is seen, heard, reflected on and known, then all this is 
known/ The doubt arises whether the Self to be seen, heard, etc., is 
the individual soul or the Highest Self. 

The opponent contends that the reference is to the individual self: 
(i) because the objects of enjoyment, husband, wife, wealth, etc., can 
only have in view the enjoying soul and so the self which is the object 
of sight and so on can only be the individual soul; (ii) the sentence 
'how should one know the knower?* can denote only the agent, the 
individual soul and so the declaration that through the cognition of 
the Self, everything becomes known must be taken to mean that the 
world of the objects of enjoyment is known through its relation to the 
individual enjoying soul. 

The answer is given that the reference is to the Highest Self on 
account of the meaning and mutual connection of passages. Maitreyl 
wishes to know that by which she can become immortal and this can 
be reached only by the knowledge of the Highest Self. In subsequent 
passages it is said: 'Brahmanahood deserts him who knows 
Brahmanahood in anything else than the Self’ and so on. It means 
that all these have no independent existence apart from the Self. The 
next passage that 'everything is the Self' tells us that the entire 
aggregate of existing things is non-different from the Self. The 
similes of drum and so on confirm this view. Yajnavalkya urges that 

1 punar api jlvdt pavamekvarasya anya-bhdvam upapadayati. I. 4. 16. 
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the Highest Self is the cause of the world of names and forms and 
works. He leads us to the same conclusion that the Self is the centre of 
the whole world with the objects, the senses and the mind, that it has 
neither inside nor outside, that it is altogether a mass of knowledge. 

R. thinks that this sutra is an answer to the suggestion that the 
Sdmkhya purusa or soul is meant by the text. According to the 
Sdmkhya system, immortality is obtained through the cognition of 
the true nature of the soul viewed as free from all erroneous im¬ 
putation to itself of the attributes of non-conscious matter. The world 
originates from the soul in its quality as the ruler of prakrti . 

R. answers this objection by stating that the Self which 
Yajnavalkya speaks of as the proper object of knowledge leading to 
immortality is the Highest Self. See S.U. 111. 8. The knowledge of the 
true nature of the individual soul which obtains immortality, and 
which is a mere manifestation of the power of the Supreme Person, 
is useful for the cognition of the Supreme Person who brings about 
release and is not by itself instrumental for such release. The causal 
power with regard to the entire world can belong to the Supreme 
Person only. Again, everything cannot be knowm through the 
cognition of one individual soul only. It is possible only through the 
knowledge of the Highest Self which is the self of all. All search for 
dear objects as husband, wife, etc., should be given up and only the 
Self should be sought. It is the Highest Self alone that makes objects 
dear. R. quotes Visnu Pur ana to the effect: ‘The same object which 
gave us delight later on becomes a source of grief. What was the 
cause of wrath later tends to peace. Hence there is nothing that is in 
itself of the nature either of pleasure or of pain/ 1 

I. 4. 20. pratijhd-siddher lingam dsmarathyah 

[The reference to the individual soul as the object to be seen , heard, etc.), 
indicates the proof of the statement; (so thinks) Asmarathya. 
pratijhd: statement; siddheh: of proof; lingam: indicatory sign; 
dsmarathyah: Asmarathya. 

If the individual soul were different from the Highest Self, then 
the knowledge of the latter will not involve the knowledge of the 
former and thus the statement that through the knowledge of one 
thing everything will be known would not be fulfilled. If the im¬ 
plications of this statement are to be realised, then the individual 
soul and the Highest Self are non-different. 

R. argues that if the individual soul were not identical with 
Brahman as its effect, then the knowledge of the soul—being some¬ 
thing distinct from Brahman —would not follow from the knowledge 

1 tad eva prltaye bhutva punar duhkhdya jdyate 
tad eva kopaya yatafr prasddaya ca jdyate 
tasmdd dufykhdtmakam ndsti na ca kincit sukhatmakam . 


II. 0. 46-7. 
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of the Highest Self. He quotes texts declaring the oneness of Brahman 
previous to creation ( Aitareya Ar any aka V. II. 4. 1. 1) as well as 
those which make out that the souls spring from and merge in 
Brahman (M.U. II. 1. 1). The souls are one with Brahman in so far as 
they are its effects. 

Sripati quotes B.U. II. 4. 6; C.U. VI. 1. 4 and holds that ‘if one is 
known all is known' is according to the nydya of dadhi-ksira, curds 
resulting from milk. When the cause is known the effects are known. 
A&narathya considers both the doctrines of a-samyukta-bheda-vdda 
which differentiates between the individual soul and Brahman as 
between a jar and a cloth and the doctrine of ahgdhgivat-samyukta- 
bheda , which connects the soul with Brahman as closely as a body is 
connected with its members. 

Srinivasa points out that since the individual soul is reckoned among 
the effects of Brahman there is a difference between effect and cause. 
Thus the texts declaring duality are correct. But since the effect is 
non-different from the cause, being born from it, non-difference 
between the two is equally a fact. So between the individual soul and 
Brahman there is a natural relation of difference and non-difference. 
So it is possible for words denoting effects to denote the causes as 
well as in the case of the pot and the clay. So through the knowledge 
of one, the knowledge of all is established. 

A&narathya holds that the soul stands to Brahman in the bhedd - 
bheda relation. It is neither absolutely different nor non-different 
from Brahman, as sparks are neither different nor non-different from 
fire. 


I. 4. 21. ulkramisyata evarh bhdvdd tty audulomih 

(The identification of the individual soul with the Highest Self is 
possible) because the soul when it will rise (to depart from the body) is 
such (i.e. one with the Highest Self); (so thinks) Audulomi . 
utkramisyatah: of one who rises up (to depart); evam: so; bhdvdt: 
because of being; iti: thus; audulomih: Audulomi. 

C.U. VIII. 12. 6 says: 'That serene one when he rises up from this 
body and reaches the highest light appears in his own form.' M.U. 
III. 2. 8 reads: ‘Just as the flowing rivers disappear in the ocean 
casting off name and shape, even so the knower, freed from name and 
shape, attains to the divine person, higher than the high.' So 
Audulomi thinks that the reference to the individual soul as non- 
different from the Highest Self is appropriate. It is in view of the 
future condition that is acquired by the individual soul that it is 
described as non-different from the Highest Self. 

Audulomi teaches that the soul is altogether different from 
Brahman up to the time of its final release when it is merged in 
Brahman . 

Vacaspati quotes a verse from the Pancardtrikas which states that 
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difference is real until release when it becomes extinct. 1 While and 
Bhaskara mean by bhdva identity with the Supreme Self, 
paramdtmaikyopapatti , R. and Srikantha mean by it the state of the 
Supreme Self, paramdtma-bhdva. Sripati interprets the sutra thus: 
utkramisyatah, svdm vidyopddhim tyajatah, jtvasya ghatdkdsa 
mahdkdsavat , brahma-bhinnatvdt sarvadd brahma-bhinnatayd jtvo- 
pakramanam. When the erroneous knowledge oijlva is removed, jiva 
realises its identity with Brahman. 

Srinivasa develops Nimbarka’s theory of diffcrence-non-difference. 
Audulomi suggests difference between the individual soul and 
Brahman in the state of bondage and non-difference in the state of 
release. This difference-non-differencc is admitted by Audulomi, 
according to Srinivasa, for the benefit of the dull-witted. But 
strictly even during the state of bondage the individual soul which is 
atomic in size and possesses very little knowledge, though different 
from Brahman who is all-pervasive, is yet non-different from him 
since it has no separate existence and activity, even as a leaf is non- 
different from the tree, a ray from the lamp, an attribute from its 
substratum and the sense-organs from the vital principle. Even so, 
though, in release, it is non-different from him, it having no separate 
existence and activity, it is also different from him. See C.U. VIII. 
3. 4. 

According to Baladeva, the released soul becomes dear to all. 


I. 4. 22. avasthitcr iti kdsakrtsnah 

(The identification of the individual soul with the Highest Self is 
possible) because (the Highest Self) exists (in the condition of the 

individual soul), (so thinks) Kasakyisna. 

avasthiteh: because of existence; iti: thus; kdsakftsnah: Ka^akrtsna. 

S. points out that Asmarathya believes in the non-difference of the 
individual soul from the Highest Self but he does so to establish the 
possibility of the knowledge of all things as a result of the knowledge 
of the Highest Self. His belief in non-difference is relative and not 
absolute for he views the Highest Self and the individual soul as 
cause and effect. Audulomi admits the difference between the two in 
the state of bondage and identity in the state of release. Ka£akrtsna 
interprets tat tvam asi, that thou art, in a proper way. The individual 
soul is described as non-different from the Highest Self for it is the 
Highest Self that lives in the form of the soul. 2 * * S. 

Kasakrtsna holds that the soul is absolutely non-different from 

1 dmuhter bheda eva sydj jlvasya ca parasya ca 
muktasya tu na bhedo'sti bheda-hetor dbhdvatab. 

Bhamatl i. 4. 21. 

See also C.U. VIII. 12. 3; B.G. XIV. 2. 

2 asyaiva paramdtmano'nenapi vijiianatmabhdvenavasthdndd upapannam 
idam abheddbhidhdnam iti, kasakrtsna deary 0 many ate. 
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Brahman, which somehow presents itself as the individual soul. The 
individual soul abides in the Supreme. The term avasthita suggests 
the abiding of one thing in another rather than identity. But S. 
believes in absolute identity. The individual soul and the Highest 
Self differ only in name. 1 S. agrees with Kasakrtsna that the Highest 
Self itself appears as the individual soul. The eternally unchanging 
Self which is one mass of knowledge does not perish. By means of 
true knowledge there is effected its dissociation from the elements 
and the sense-organs which are the product of avidyd . When the 
connection is severed, specific cognition which depended on it no 
longer takes place. We cannot therefore insist on the distinction of 
the individual and the Highest Self. 

and Bhaskara interpret the word avasthiteh as meaning ‘because 
of Brahman s abiding as the individual soul’, vijndindtma-bhdvena. 

R. objects to the view that the soul, when departing, becomes one 
with Brahman . If the soul is not Brahman previous to its departure, 
is it due to its essential nature or limiting adjuncts? If the former, it 
can never become Brahman for then its essential nature will be 
violated. If it becomes Brahman, it perishes utterly. If the difference 
before departure is due to limiting adjuncts, it is Brahman even 
before departure and there is no point in saying that it becomes 
Brahman only when it departs. The adjuncts cannot introduce 
differences into Brahman which is without parts and incapable of 
difference. The difference resides altogether in the adjuncts and so 
the soul is Brahman even before departure from the body. If the 
difference due to the adjuncts is not real, then what is it that 
becomes Brahman on the departure of the soul? If it is said that 
Brahman's true nature is obscured by avidyd or ignorance, Brahman 
whose true nature is eternal, free, self-luminous intelligence cannot 
possibly be hidden by avidyd. When light belongs to the essential 
nature of a thing, there cannot be any obscuration of it. If there is 
obscuration, it means that the thing is completely destroyed. So 
Brahman s essential nature being manifest at all times, there is no 
point in speaking of becoming Brahman at the time of departure. 

R. interprets Kasakrtsna's view as meaning that Brahman abides 
as itself within the individual soul which thus constitutes Brahmans 
body. 2 See C.U. VI. 3. 2. 1; B.U. III. 7. 22. All the texts can be 
understood if we accept Kasakrtsna’s view. 

Nimbarka takes this section to be connected with the refutation 
of the Sdmkhya doctrine. 

1 eko hy ayam atma ndma-matra-bhedena bahudhdbhidhlyata iti. 

2 sva-sarlra-bhute jlvdtmanyatmataydvasthitc jiva-sabdena brahma prati- 
pddanam iti kasakrtsna dedryo manyate sma. 
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Section 7 (23-27) 

BRAHMAN IS THE MATERIAL AND THE EFFICIENT 
CAUSE OF THE WORLD 


1. 4. 23. prakrtis ca pratijnd-drstdntdnuparodhdt 

(Brahman is) the material cause also, for this view does not conflict with 
the (initial) statement and illustration. 

prakrtih: material cause; 1 ca: and; pratijhd: (initial) statement; 
drstdnta: illustration; anuparodhdt: because of non-contradiction. 

The opponent holds that Brahman is the efficient cause of the world 
only and not the material cause. See Prasna U. VI. 3 and 4. Brahman 
first reflects before creating. Like kings of different places, he is the 
lord of the world and so possesses only efficient power. Besides, the 
world is non-conscious, impure and consists of parts and so its cause 
also should be of the same nature. But Brahman 'is without parts, 
without activity, tranquil, irreproachable, without blemish' 
(S.U. VI. 19). So Brahman is not the material cause. Something 
different from Brahman, the prddhdna of the Samkhyas is the 
material cause and Brahman is only the efficient cause. 

The answer to this objection is that it is the material cause also for 
C.U. VI. 1. 3 says that to know the Self is to know everything else. 
This is possible only with regard to the material cause for the effect 
is not different from the material cause. We cannot say that of the 
efficient cause. The illustrations given apply only to the material 
cause. 'As by one clod of clay all that is made of clay becomes 
known ... by one nugget of gold all that is made of gold becomes 
known.' (C.U. VI. 1. 4-8.) M.U. 1.1.7 speaks of herbs growing on the 
earth. B.U. IV. 5.8ff. gives illustrations of drum, conch, etc. All these 
prove that Brahman is the material cause of the world. T.U. III. 1 
speaks of that from which, yatah , these beings are born. This 
indicates the material cause of the beings. 

While in the case of clay or gold, efficient causes like potters and 
goldsmiths are needed for turning clay or gold into vessels or 
ornaments, no other efficient cause of the world is possible than 
Brahman . If there were, the statement and the illustrations would 
become false. The knowledge of everything else would not follow from 
the knowledge of one thing. So Brahman alone is both the efficient 
and the material cause of the world. 

R. holds that the purva-paksa here is sesvara Sdrhkhya or theistic 
Sdrhkhya which holds that the Lord creates this world only in so far 
as he guides prakrti, which is the material cause. S.U. IV. 9. 10; 
B.G. IX. 10. In ordinary experience the material and the efficient 
causes are different. We also know that the production of effects 

1 jani kartuh prakrti}}. Patafijali I. 4. 30. 
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requires invariably several instrumental agencies. So it is urged that 
Brahman is only the operative, not the material cause of the world, 
while the material cause is the pradhdna guided by Brahman. 

R. answers this objection by using the same texts. With reference 
to the difficulty caused by texts like those of Culika U. which declare 
prakrti to be eternal and the material cause of the world, R. answers 
that prakrti in such passages denotes Brahman in its causal phase 
when names and forms are not yet distinguished for there is not any 
principle independent of Brahman. The Highest Brahman, having 
the whole aggregate of non-conscious and conscious beings for its 
body, is the self of all. Sometimes, however, names and forms are not 
evolved, not distinguished in Brahman ; at other times they are 
evolved, are distinct. In the latter state, Brahman is called an effect 
and manifold; in the former it is called one, without a second, the 
cause. 1 As for the passage that the unevolved originates and passes 
away, it means that Brahman having non-conscious matter lor its 
body, the state which consists of the three gunas and is denoted by 
the form avyakta, unmanifested, is something effected. In total 
dissolution non-conscious matter having Brahman for its self, 
continues to exist in a highly subtle condition. This highly subtle 
matter stands to Brahman in the relation of a mode (prakdra). As for 
the contention that, in ordinary experience, one and the same 
principle cannot be both the operative and the material cause and 
that effects cannot be brought about by one agency, this applies to 
ordinary forces and not to the Supreme. 2 

R.'s view is adopted by Nimbarka and Srinivasa. 


I. 4. 24. abhidhyopadesac ca 

And because of the statement of volition (on the part of the Self), 
abhidhya: volition; upadeiat: because of statement; ca: and. 

There are passages like, ‘He wished, may I be many’, ‘ sokdmayata, 
bahusydm prajdyeyeti , or He reflected ‘May I be many', ‘tad aiksata, 
bahusydm prajdyeyeti , which show that the Self is an agent of 
independent activity, which is preceded by the Self's reflection. So 
the Self is the efficient cause. It is also the material cause, since the 
words ‘May I be many' indicate that the reflective desire of multi¬ 
plying itself has the inward Self for its object. (C.U. VI. 2. 3; T.U. 

II. 6.) 

1 sarva-cid-acid-vastu-karlratayd sarvada sarvdtma-bhutam par am brahma 
kadacid vibhakta-ndma-rupam, kaddcic edvibhakta-ndma-rupam ’yadd vibhakta- 
ndma-rdpam tadd tad eva bahutvena kdryatvena cocyate, yadd vibhakta-nama- 
rdpam tad-aikam-advitlyath karanam iti ca. 

* sakaletara vilaksanasya parasya brahmanaJi sarvabakteh sarvajftasy 
aikasyaiva sarvam upapadyate. R. 
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I. 4. 25. saksdc cobhayamndydt 

And because of the direct mention of both in the sacred text, 
sdksat: direct; ca: and; ubhaya: both; amndyat: because (of mention 
in) the sacred text. 

Brahman is stated in the sruti as the material cause of the world, 
as that from which the world comes into being and in which it is 
reabsorbed. See C.U. I. 9. 1. The effects cannot be absorbed by 
anything else than their material cause. ‘Both’ refers to the origin 
and the dissolution of the world. This view is supported by £. and 
Bhaskara. 

R. and Nimbarka quote Taittirlya Brdhmana II. 8. 9. 7. ‘ Brahman 
was the wood, Brahman the tree from which they shaped the heaven 
and the earth; you wise ones, I tell you, it stood on Brahman , 
supporting the worlds.' 

1. 4. 26. dtmakrteh parindmdt 

(Brahman is the material cause) on account of action referring to itself. 
(This is possible) owing to transformation. 

dtma-krleh: on account of action concerning itself; parindmdt: 
because of transformation. 

/I'.U. II. 7. ‘tad dtmdnam svayam akuruta makes out that ‘that 
Atman (Self) transformed itself into its own self’. Even as clay is 
changed into its effects, the Self got itself transformed into the things 
of the world. The word ‘itself’ excludes the possibility of any other 
cause. 

Bhaskara criticises S.’s theory of adhydsa by which everything is 
destructible. Bhaskara says that S. is adopting a mahdydna view. 1 

Parindmdt is taken by R. and Srlkantha as a separate sutra. It 
means that Brahman became sat and tyat (T.U. II. 6), the visible 
things of the earth like water and light and the invisible beings of air 
and dkdsa or the defined and the undefined things. Brahman has 
become the whole world of effects. R. holds that Brahman has for its 
body the entire universe with all its conscious and non-conscious 
beings and constitutes the Self of the universe. These beings abide in a 
subtle condition and become one with the Supreme Self in so far as 
they cannot be designated as something separate from him. When 
this Brahman resolves to become many, it invests itself with a body 
consisting of all conscious and non-conscious beings in their gross 
manifest state which admits of distinctions of name and form and 
thereupon transforms itself into the form of the world. When 
Brahman undergoes change into the form of this world, all changes 
exclusively belong to non-conscious matter, which is a mode of 
Brahman , and all imperfections and sufferings to the individual 

1 mahuyaniha-baiiddha-gathitam mayavadam vyavarnayanto lokdn vyamo - 
hayanti . 
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souls which also are modes of Brahman. Brahman himself is nirdosa , 
nirvikdra, free from all imperfection and change. 


I. 4. 27. yonis ca hi giyate 

And because {Brahman) is celebrated as the source, 
yonih: origin; ca: and; hi: because; giyate: is sung. 

Brahman is described as the source of all beings, bhuta-yoni 
(M.U. I. 1 . 6); brahma-yoni (III. 1. 3). ‘Source’ generally means the 
material cause. See M.U. I. 1. 7 where the spider is said to be the 
cause of the threads w r hich he sends forth and draws in. 

Brahman is the material cause of the world even as the rope is the 
basis of the appearance of snake. 1 This does not mean that the world 
is as illusory as the snake. It is only the dependence of the world on 
Brahman that is brought out. It is also implied that the integrity of 
Brahman is not affected by the changes of the world, even as the rope 
is not affected by the changes in the apparent snake. The illustrations 
used are unfortunate, in that they suggest that the world is also an 
illusion even as the appearance of snake is. There are Advaita 
Vcddntins who hold such a view. 

Nimbarka takes this section as directly connected with the 
refutation of the Sdmkhya view. 


Section 8 (28) 

THE EXPLANATION OF ALL 
I. 4. 28. etena sarve vydkhydtdh vydkhydtdh 

Hereby all {the doctrines opposed to the Vedanta view) are explained , 
explained . 

etena: by this; sarve: all; vydkhydtdh: are explained. 

The repetition of ‘explained’ is to mark the end of the chapter. The 
Sdmkhya doctrine of pradhdna has been refuted. It is taken up for 
special notice as it stands near to the Vedanta doctrine, admits the 
non-difference of cause and effect and is also accepted by some of the 
authors of the dharma-sutras like Devala and others. The atomic and 
other views are not founded on scriptural authority and are con¬ 
tradicted by several Vedic passages. 

The Sdmkhya system, unlike many others, is anxious to prove that 
its views are warranted by scriptural authority. So the Sutrakdra 
attempted a refutation of the Sdmkhya theory of pradhdna as the 
only cause of the world. 

1 iyam copdddna-parinamddi-bhdsd na vikdrabhiprdyena api tu yathd 
sarvasyopaddnam rajjuh evath brahma jagad-upaddnam dratfavyam. Bhdmatl. 



Section 1 (1-2) 

REPUDIATION OF SMRTI OPPOSED TO SRUTI 


II. 1. 1. smrty-anavakasa-dosa-prasanga iti cen ndnyasmrty-anavakdsa- 
dosa-prasahgdt 

If it be said that there will result the defect of not allowing room for 
certain smrtis (we say) not so, because there will result the defect of not 
allowing room for some other smrtis. 

smrti: smrti texts; an: not; avakdsa: room; dosa: defect; prasahgah: 
result, occasion; iti: that; cet: if; na: not; any a: other; smrti: smrti 
texts; an: not; avakdsa: room; dosa: defect; prasahgdt: on account 
of the result. 

In the first chapter dealing with the concordance or harmony of 
texts, it is established that the omniscient Lord of all is the material 
and efficient cause of the universe. He is the Self of all. The Sdmkhya 
view that pradhdna is the cause of the universe is shown to be lacking 
in scriptural authority. In the second chapter known as avirodha, 
non-contradiction, the first part is devoted to show that there is no 
contradiction between the conclusions of the first chapter and the 
statements of certain smrtis ; the second part shows that opinions 
about pradhdna and others are based on defective reasoning, the 
third and fourth parts show that the sruti passages do not contradict 
one another when they deal with cosmology, individual soul and the 
sense-organs. 

The opponent argues Kapila’s Sdmkhya-smrti and the views of his 
followers, Asuri and PancaSikha, urge that the cause of the universe 
is the independent non-conscious pradhdna. These are not like Manu 
smrti concerned with the duties and rules of lite, sacraments, etc. 
They claim to impart the knowledge of liberation. How are we to 
interpret them so as not to contradict the sruti passages? 

It is no answer to say that, in the first chapter, with the aid of the 
sruti passages, we have shown that the omniscient Brahman alone is 
the cause of the universe. It is true that where smrtis conflict, those 
which follow the sruti are to be accepted and those which conflict with 
sruti are to be disregarded. This is in accordance with the Purva 
Mimamsd Sutra (I. 3. 3). 

Kapila-smrti has not got a Sruti supporting it but is in conflict w r ith 
the existing smrtis and so it should be rejected. Kapila’s own intuitive 
experience cannot be said to be the authority for his smrti, for his 
experience of the transcendental reality is itself the result of religious 
practices based on the sruti injunctions. Again, the word Kapila in 
the S.U. need not necessarily mean the author of the smrti. He may 
be the Kapila who burnt the sons of Sagara. Manu who is mentioned 
with respect in Taittiriya Sdmhitd (II. 2. 10. 2) criticises the views of 
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Kapila and commends the person who has realised the Self in all 
things (XII. 91). M.B. also gives again the Sdmkhya-yoga view 
(I. 2. 360. 1-3). See Isa IJ. 7. The doctrine of Kapila is in conflict with 
the Veda and Manu-smrti which follows the Veda. 

The opponent continues, while it is possible for men of great 
ability to interpret the sruti texts by means of their intellect, ordinary 
people look to the smrtis and the Pur anas for a proper interpretation 
of them. They have great regard for sages like Kapila, S.U. (V. 2) 
looks upon Kapila as the first among created beings, one who was 
well instructed. How can his smyti be set aside? 

If there are certain smrtis which do not support Brahman s 
causality of the world, there are others which support it. In M.B. 
(Santi-parva 334,29) it is said that th epradhdna which consists of the 
three gunas comes into being and is absorbed in the indeterminate 
Person who alone is the Self and the knower of all that is created. 1 
See also B.G. VII. 6. 

II. 1. 2. itaresdmcdnupalabdheh 

And on account of the non-perception of others. 
itaresdm: of others; ca: and; anupalabdheh: on account of non¬ 
perception. 

A smrti is accepted when it refers to things in our experience or 
mentioned in the sruti. Kapila-smrti , on the other hand, refers to 
things like mahat, the great, aham-kdra ; the self sense of which we 
have no experience; nor are they mentioned in the sruti. If it is said 
that Kapha U. (I. 3. 11) mentions mahat the great and avyakta the 
unmanifested, in I. 4. 1, it has been explained that these refer to the 
intellect and body of Hiranya-garbha and not the great and pradhdna 
of the Samkhya. If Kapila-smrti cannot be trusted in the treatment 
of the effects, it follows that it cannot be trusted in the treatment of 
the cause also, i.e. pradhdna . 2 

Nimbarka says that if persons like Manu do not perceive that the 
Veda is concerned with pradhdna, the smrti which is opposed to the 
Veda is unacceptable. 

Baladeva holds that on account of the non-perception in Scripture 
of many other doctrines found in the Samkhya system such as the 
doctrine that the souls are pure consciousness and all-pervading, the 
sruti has to be accepted. 

1 avyahtam puruse brahman niskriye samprally ate. 

Apastamba Dharma Sutra I. 8. 23, 2. 

* karya-smrter a-pramdnyat kdrana-smrter apy a-prdmdnyam yuktam ity 
abhiprdyab. 6. 
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REFUTATION OF THE YOGA DOCTRINE 

II. 1. 3. etena yogah pratyuktah 
Thereby the Yoga (smrti) is refuted. 

etena: by this; yogah: the Yoga smrti; pratyuktah: is refuted. 

The Yoga philosophy maintains that pradhdna is the independent 
cause of the universe and the great one and self-sense are its effects. 
This view is refuted already. The Yoga system with its eightfold 
discipline is not opposed to the Vedas. It is a way to the realisation 
of the Self. B.U. II. 4. 5; Katha U. II. 6, 11, 18; S.U. II. 8, VI. 13 
uphold the Yoga doctrine. So one is likely to think that the Yoga 
system may be relied upon, as it is in partial agreement with the 
Veda. S.U. III. 8 tells us that Sdmkhya knowledge of Yoga discipline 
is not enough. What we need is knowledge of the Self. We accept 
the systems of Sdmkhya and Yoga in so far as they are in conformity 
with the sruti and reject them when they contradict sruti. Taittiriya 
Brdhmana says: 'No one who docs not know the Veda knows the 
Highest Self/ 1 See also B.U. III. 9. 26. These observations apply also 
to other smrtis. 


Section 3 (4-11) 

BRAHMANS NATURE IS NOT VIOLATED BY HIS 
CAUSALITY OF THE WORLD 

II. 1.4. na vilaksanatvdd asya tathdtvam ca Sabdat 

[Brahman can) not (be the cause of the world) on account of difference of 
nature of this (the world ) and its being such (i.e. different from Brahman) 
(is known) from Scripture. 

na: not; vilaksanatvdt: on account of difference of nature; asya: of 
this; tathdtvam: its being like this; ca: and; sabddt: from Scripture. 

This sutra states the opponent's viewpoint. Reasoning is also 
possible as a means of knowledge in the case of Brahman. If there are 
conflicting passages of sruti, their reconciliation is possible through 
reasoning. Again, the knowledge of Brahman through reasoning is 
said to culminate in an intuition of Brahman which dispels all 
ignorance and causes release. 2 It is thus superior to sruti. B.U. 
(II. 4. 5) says that the Self is to be heard, to be thought, etc. If we 
apply our reason to the question of Brahman's causality of the world, 

1 ndvedavin manute tam brhantam. III. 2. i. 9; III. 2. 9. 7. 

2 anubhavdvasanam ca, brahma-vijftanam avidyaya nivartakam mok§a 
sadhanam. S. brahma-saksatkarasya moksopayataya prddhanyat tatra babddd api 
parok $agocarad aparoksarthasadharmya-gocaras tarko' ntarangam iti tasyaiva 
balavatvam ity arthafy. Anandagiri, 
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we find that there is a difference of nature between Brahman the 
cause and the w r orld the effect. Brahman is conscious and pure; the 
world is unconscious and impure. Cause and effect cannot be different 
in nature. Gold ornaments are made of gold and not of earth; 
earthen vessels are made of earth and not of gold. So this world 
which is non-conscious and comprises pleasure, pain and infatuation 
(sukha-duhkha-mohdnvitam) is impure and its cause cannot be the 
pure Brahman. The world is not conscious for it is an instrument of 
the conscious soul. If the universe were itself conscious, it cannot 
be of use to the conscious soul even as one lamp cannot be of use 
to another. If it is said that the world too may be conscious and 
the apparent absence of consciousness is due to a modification of 
consciousness itself as may appear in the condition of sleep and 
swoon and it is not necessary for the things of the world to be 
utterly unconscious to be useful to the soul as instruments of action 
and the relation between souls and objects may be one of superior 
to subordinate, this position, however, which minimises the dis¬ 
tinction between the conscious Brahman and the non-conscious 
world will not explain away the difference in nature between the 
two which the sruti asserts. T.U. (II. 6) speaks of Brahman as 
manifesting itself in two forms, intelligent and non-intelligent 
(7 njhdnam cdvijhdnam ca). If it is said that there are passages 
in the sruti such as the earth spoke, fire thought, the pranas 
quarrelled (datapatha Brdhmana VI. 1. 3, 2 and 4; C.U. VI. 2. 3^-4; 
B.U. VI. 1. 7, I. 3. 2). this objection is answered in the next sutra by 
the Ptirva-paksin . 

R.uses the same arguments but adds another objection that things 
of different essential characters stand to each other in the relation 
of cause and effect. From man who is a conscious being, there arise 
nails, teeth and hair which are non-conscious things. The sentient 
scorpion springs from the non-sentient dung and the non-sentient 
threads spring from the sentient spider. R. answers this objection by 
saying that in these instances the relation of cause and effect rests 
only on the non-sentient elements. 1 

Srinivasa, following R., answers the objection of the purva-paksin 
that it is possible to imagine that there is consciousness in stones, 
wood and the rest, though it is not manifest, by saying that it is 
unreasonable to take what is known by direct perception to be 
incorrect on the ground of mere imagination. 

Baladeva gives an absolutely different interpretation. He makes 
this sutra a separate section and gives it a new meaning. '[The idea] is 
not [unauthoritative like the Sdmkhya and the rest] on account of its 
difference [from them] its being so is known from the text. 1 The Veda 
is non-human in origin unlike the Sdmkhya and therefore it is 
authoritative. 

1 yatas tatrdpy acetandmia eva karya-kdrana-bhavak. 
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II. 1. 5. abhimdni-vyapadesas tu visesdnugatibhyam 

But the reference is to the presiding deities on account of the distinctive 
nature and relatedness. 

abhimdni-vyapadesah: reference to presiding deities; tu: but; 
visesa-anugatibhydm: on account of distinctive nature and related* 
ness. 

When it is said that 'the earth spoke’, 'the fire thought’, etc., the 
reference is not to the elements but to the deities which control them. 
See K.U. II. 14; C.U. VI. 3. 2; Aitareya U. I. 2. 4. So the objection 
holds that the world being different in nature, Brahman cannot be 
its material cause. In agreement with smyti confirmed by reasoning, 
the purva-paksin holds tha tpradhdna is the universal material cause. 

Baladeva thinks that the sutra states not the objection but the 
correct conclusion. If it be said that we cannot reconcile the sayings 
of the Veda as the Earth spoke and the Fire willed, the answer is that 
in these passages the reference is to the presiding deities. 

II. 1. 6. drsyate tu 
But (it) is seen, 
dysyate: is seen; in: but. 

Here the objection stated in sutras II. 1. 4 and 5 is refuted. That 
the world cannot proceed from Brahman because the two are 
different in nature cannot be accepted. For non-intelligent hairs and 
nails proceed from intelligent beings like men and scorpions and other 
sentient beings spring from cow-dung. Even if we say that they come 
out of the bodies and not souls, the difference in nature still remains 
between the cause and the effect for it is the non-intelligent body 
which is the abode of the intelligent soul, though neither the cow-dung 
nor the hair and the nails are the abodes of it. It is due to the 
presence of the soul that the body undergoes changes of colour, form, 
etc., before it manifests as the hair and the nails, or the cow-dung 
changes into the body of the scorpion. If there were complete 
identity between the two, there would be no distinction of cause and 
effect. If a partial identity is allowed, say between the element of 
earth in the body of the scorpion and the cow-dung, a similar 
identity in nature can be established between the world and 
Brahman , viz. the fact of existence itself, sattd-laksana. 

What exactly is the meaning of the difference in nature between 
Brahman and the world? (i) Does the opponent mean the non- 
occurrence in the world of the entire characteristics of Brahman or 
(ii) the non-occurrence of a few characteristics or (iii) the non¬ 
occurrence of the characteristic of intelligence. If the first alternative 
is taken, there can be no causal relation at all. For unless there is 
some difference between the two, there can be no causal connection. 
The second alternative is not acceptable for the quality of existence is 
present in the world. The third is incapable of proof. So this entire 
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complex of things has Brahman for its material cause. Scripture 
supports this view. 

Scripture is the way to prove the reality of Brahman. For being 
devoid of form and other sensible qualities Brahman is not the object 
of perception. It cannot be an object of inference or comparison 
because there is no perceivable sign or similarity in it. So it is to be 
known through the Vcdic teaching. See Katha U. 1.2. 9; Rg Veda 
X. 130. 6. 

If it is said that reasoning is useful for attaining the knowledge of 
the Scripture, it is reasoning which comes after the hearing of sruti 
and is favourable to it. It is reasoning which is subservient to 
anubhava or spiritual experience. 1 Reasoning applied to sruti helps us 
to understand the sruti better. For example, we learn that the Self is 
not connected with the waking or dream conditions as they are 
exclusive of each other. Since during sleep the individual soul 
becomes one with the Universal Self without the consciousness of the 
world, the individual soul is in reality the Universal Self. Since the 
world has arisen out of Brahman and the effect is not different from 
the cause, the world cannot be different from Brahman. T.U. II. 6 
can be explained by those who believe in an intelligent cause of the 
world which is manifold and unmanifested in the two parts of the 
world cetana and acetana. The Samkhya system which believes that 
the non-intelligent pradhdna is the cause would not be able to make 
any sense of the sruti passage. The cause of the world is an intelli¬ 
gent being, in spite of its being different from its effect. 

R., Nimbarka and Srinivasa hold that the objection that the 
universe on account of its difference from Brahman cannot have 
Brahman for its material cause is not valid for ‘it is seen’ that nails, 
hair, etc., arise from a person from whom they are different. 

Baladeva adopts the same interpretation but looks upon this 
sutra as a separate section. 


II. 1. 7. asad iti cen na pratisedha-mdtratvdt 

If it be said that (in that case the effect is) non-existent , (we reply) that it 
is not so because it is a mere negation (without an object which is to be 
negated). 

asat: non-existent; iti cet: if it is said; na: not; pratisedha-mdtratvdt: 
because it is a mere negation. 

The Veddntin maintains the view that the effect exists in the cause 
already. The objection is raised that this view is violated, because the 
impure world which is the effect cannot exist in pure Brahman. The 
effect must be treated as non-existing before its actual origination. 
The answer is given in the sutra. If you negate the existence of the 
effect before its actual origination, you are negating something which 

1 kvuty anugrhita eva hy air a tarko 'nubhavdngatven&Srlyate . 6 . 
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does not exist. 1 If the negation has for its object the existence of the 
effect previous to its origination, then prior to its coming into being 
the effect does exist in the form of its cause and so it cannot be 
negated. Even after coming into being the effect does not exist 
independently, apart from the cause. So either in the past or in the 
present, the effect by itself is non-existent without the cause. As it is 
always one or the other form of the cause it cannot be negated. The 
world with all its qualities does not exist without the cause, Brahman , 
cither now or before the beginning of the effect. So it cannot be said 
that the effect was non-existent before its actual beginning. See 
R.U. IT. 4. 6. 

For R., the objection considered is that since Brahman , the cause, 
differs from the world, the effect, they are two separate things and so 
the effect does not exist in the cause. This means that the world 
originates from what has no existence. R. says that, while cause and 
effect are not of the same nature, the effect is not altogether different 
and separate from the cause. Brahman the cause modifies itself so as 
to assume the form of a world differing from it in character. There is 
difference of characteristics but as in the case of gold and golden 
bracelets there is oneness of substance. 2 

II. 1. 8. apltau tadvat prasahgad asamanjasam 

Because at the time of the dissolution, (.Brahman will he) of the same 
nature (as the world) (the doctrine of the causality of Brahman) is 
inadequate. 

apitau: in dissolution; tadvat: of the same nature; prasahgdt: because 
of an occasion; asamanjasam: inadequate or unsatisfactory. 

Another objection is raised to the causality of Brahman. At the 
time of the dissolution, when the effect becomes one with the cause, 
Brahman will be polluted by the qualities of grossness, absence of 
intelligence, limitation, impurity, etc. Besides, as all distinctions will 
be resolved into a state of non-distinction, there would be no special 
causes left at the time of a new beginning of the world and so the new 
world could not arise with its distinction of enjoying souls, objects of 
enjoyment and so forth. If, however, we assume the origin of a new 
world even after the annihilation of all works of the enjoying souls 
which enter into the state of non-difference from the Highest 
Brahman, then even the released souls may be subject to rebirth in 
the world. If, to avoid these difficulties, it is held that the world 
remains separate from Brahman even during the period of the 
dissolution, the view that the effect is non-different from the cause 
is violated. 

1 prati$edham hldam nasya prati §edhasya pratisedhyam asii. 

8 karana-bhutam brahmaivasvasmad vilak$ana-jagad-akarena parinamata 
Hi . . . krmi-mdksikayor api hi sati ca vailak$anyc kunclala-hiranyayor iva 
dravyaikyam asty eva. R. 
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R. takes this sutra to mean that the relation of embodied being and 
body cannot subsist between Brahman and the world and if it did 
subsist, all the imperfections of the world would cling to Brahman 
also. If we accept the doctrine of the oneness of substance of cause and 
effect, then the imperfections of the effect will affect the cause. We 
cannot say that Brahman in its causal as well as in its effected state 
has all conscious and non-conscious beings for its body and as 
imperfections inhere in the body only, they do not affect Brahman in 
its causal or effected state. If there is a causal relation between 
Brahman and his body, then the imperfections of the latter would 
affect the former. It is also objected that the conscious and non- 
conscious beings cannot constitute the body of Brahman . Embodied¬ 
ness is the result of karma and the Highest Self is free from it. He is 
not capable of enjoyment through sense-organs and has no life 
dependent on breath. So Brahman cannot have a body constituted 
by conscious souls and unconscious objects. If it is said that the body 
of a being is constituted by that, the nature, subsistence and activity 
of which depend on the will of that being and so a body may be 
ascribed to the Lord in so far as the essential nature, subsistence and 
activity of all depend on him, it is not correct, for the nature of a 
body does not depend on the will of the intelligent soul joined to it. 
An injured body does not obey the will of its possessor. The per¬ 
sistence of a dead body does not depend on the soul that tenanted it. 
Intelligent souls control the movements of puppets and the like but 
we do not say that the latter constitute the bodies of the former. 
Again, the nature of an eternal intelligent soul does not depend on 
the will of the Lord. We cannot say that the body of a being is 
constituted by that which is exclusively ruled and supported by that 
being and stands to it in an exclusive subservient relation ( sesa) for 
this definition would include actions also. Several texts declare that 
the Lord is without a body. 


II. 1.9. na tu drstdnta-hhavat 

But not so for there are {parallel ) instances. 

na: not; tu: but; drstdnta-bhavdt: because there are instances. 

The Vedanta view is not inadequate for there are instances of 
effects which do not affect by their qualities the causes into which 
they are reabsorbed. Things made of clay are of different shapes and 
sizes but these latter do not affect the clay into which they may be 
reduced. So also with gold ornaments which do not affect the gold 
into which they are reabsorbed by their qualities. Similarly with 
regard to earth and the organic beings which spring from it. The 
opponent cannot quote any instance to the contrary. Reabsorption 
is impossible if the effectretains its particular qualities. In spite of the 
non-difference of cause and effect, the effect has its self in the cause 
but not the cause in the effect. See II. 1. 14. Again, the identity of 
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cause and effect holds good not only in the period of dissolution but 
at all times. See B.U. II. 4.6; C.U. VII. 25. 2; M.U. II. 2. 11. argues 
that the effect and its qualities are mere appearances due to 
ignorance and so do not affect the cause in any way either during 
dissolution or subsistence of the world in Brahman} even as a 
magician is not affected by the illusions he creates for others or a 
person is not affected by the illusions of his dream. The Self who is 
the eternal witness of the three states of the world is not affected by 
any one of them, since each is exclusive of the other two. 1 2 

The other objection about the rebirth of the liberated souls is set 
aside on the ground that rebirth after dissolution is possible only to 
those who are subject to ignorance which persists both in sleep and 
dissolution. See C.U. VI. 9. 2-3. The liberated souls are not born 
again because their ignorance is wiped out by the knowledge of the 
Real. As for the plea that the world remains distinct from Brahman 
in dissolution, we cannot accept such a dualist position. 

K. argues that Brahman has all conscious and non-conscious beings 
for its body and constitutes the self of that body. Brahman is 
connected with two states, a causal and an effected one, the essential 
characteristics of which are expansion and contraction. These apply 
not to Brahman but to conscious and non-conscious beings. The 
imperfections of the body do not affect Brahman and the good 
qualities belonging to the self do not extend to the body, even as 
youth, childhood and old age which are attributes of embodied 
beings such as gods or men belong to the body only, not to the 
embodied self; while knowledge, pleasure and so on belong to the 
conscious self only, not to the body. 3 

As for the objection that the world comprising matter and souls, 
either in its subtle or gross condition, cannot stand to Brahman in the 
relation of a body, it is based on faulty reasoning. There are many 
texts which declare that the entire world stands to Brahman in the 
relation of a body. See the Antarydmin Brdhmana of B.U., Suhdla U., 
etc. Again, the word 'body' is not like the word ‘jar’ used in one 
sense. The opponent’s definitions are erroneous. The view that body 
is That which is the cause of the enjoyment of the fruits of action’ 
does not apply to earth and the like, nor does it apply to the bodily 
forms which the Lord or the released souls assume for these embodi- 

1 karyasya tad dharmariam cavidyddhyaropitatvan na tailt kdranath samsrjyata 
iti apltdv api sa samanah. 6. 

2 avasthd-traya-sdksy eko’vyabhicdryavasthd-trayetia vyabhicarind na 
kamsprsyate. 6. 

3 cid-acid-vastu-sarlrataya tad-dtma-bhutasya parasya brahmanah samkoca- 
vikdsdtmaka-kdrya-kdrana-bhavdvasthddvaydnvayepi na kascid virodhah. yatah 
samkoca-vikdsau para-brahma-karlra-bhuta-cid-acid-vastu-gatau. sarlra-gatds tu 
dosandtmani prasajyantc. dtma-gatak cagund na sarireyathd deva-mamtsyddlndm 
sa-karirdndm ksetra-jndnam karlra-gatd bdlatva-yuvatva-sthaviratvddayo ndtmani 
sambadhyantc. dtma-gaidk ca jndna-sukhadayo na karire . R. 
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ments do not subserve the fruition of the results of actions. These 
bodily forms of the Lord are not the combinations of earth and the 
other elements. The other definition that the body is ‘that, the life 
of which depends on the vital breath with its five modifications’ is 
too narrow since it does not apply to plants. Though vitality is present 
in plants, it does not take five modifications. We cannot say that the 
body is the abode of sense-organs or the cause of pleasure and pain. 
It does not apply to the bodies of stone or wood which are bestowed 
on A holyd and other persons in accordance with their deeds. The 
correct definition of body is this. Any substance which a conscious 
soul is capable of completely controlling and supporting for its own 
purposes and which stands to the soul in an entirely subordinate 
relation, is the body of that soul. 1 In the case of an injured body the 
power of control is obstructed; in the case of a dead body the body 
begins to decay the moment the soul departs from it and we speak 
of it as a body because it is a part of the aggregate of matter which 
previously constituted a body. In this sense all conscious and non- 
conscious beings together constitute the body of the Supreme Person 
for they are completely controlled and supported by him for his own 
ends and are entirely subordinate to him. 2 When the texts deny a 
body to him, they deny to him a body due to karman . They actually 
declare that the universe is his body. 

II. 1. 10. sva-paksa dosac ca 

And because the defects [alleged to be in the Vedanta view by the Samkhya 
are found) in his own view also. 

sva: one’s own; paksa: side; dosdt: due to defects; ca : and. 

The objections against the Vedanta view dealt with already apply 
to the Samkhya view of pradhana as the cause of the world. The 
world with form and sound is different in nature from pradhana 
which does not possess form and other qualities. The objection that 
the effect was non-existent before origination is common to both the 
Vedanta and the Samkhya which accept sat-kdrya-vdda. Again, in 
Samkhya also, the effect becomes one with the cause in dissolution 
and so will pollute the cause. Again, as the reasons which are re¬ 
sponsible for the joys and sorrows of different persons are destroyed 
in dissolution, there is no reason why a new creation should arise. 
If there can be a new creation without any cause, the rebirth of the 
released is also possible. If it is said that some distinctions remain 
unabsorbed even in dissolution, these distinctions are not the effects 
of pradhana ; for otherwise they would not have been non-distinct 

1 ato yasya cetanasya yad dravyam sarvatmand svdrthe niyantum dhdrayitum 
ca hakyam tac-chesataika-svarupam ca, tat tasya harlram iti $arlra-lak§artam 
astheyam. 

* atah sarvam parama-purusena sarvatmand svdrthe niydmyam dhdryam tac 
che§ataika-svariipam iti sarvam cetandcetanam tasya harlram. 
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from pradhdna. So far as the Vedanta is concerned, these objections 
have been answered. 

R. makes out that the Samkhya theory cannot account for the 
origination of the world. It holds that owing to the purusa s approxi¬ 
mation to prakrti, the attributes of the latter are lictitiously super¬ 
imposed on the purusa which consists of pure intelligence free from 
all change and on this depends the origination of the empirical world. 
What is the nature of approximation? Does it imply change in 
prakrti or change in purusa ? Not the latter for purusa is incapable of 
change; not the former for changes in prakrti are supposed to be the 
effects of superimposition and cannot therefore be the cause. If 
approximation means the mere existence of prakrti , then even the 
released soul would be liable to that super imposition. The Sdmkliya is 
unable to give a rational account of the origination of the world. 

II. 1. 11. tarkdpratisthdndd apy anyathanumeyam iti ced evam apy 
avimoksaprasahgah 

If it he said that, notwithstanding the ill-foundedness of reasoning , it is 
to he inferred otherwise, (we say) that, in that way, too, there will be the 
result of non-release. 

tarka: reasoning; apratisthdnat: because of ill-foundedness; api: 
notwithstanding; anyathd: otherwise; anumeyam: be inferred; iti cet: 
if so; evam: in that way; api: too, even; avimoksa: non-release; 
prasahgah: result, consequence. 

£. states the purva-paksa thus: Mere reasoning cannot be depended 
upon in matters which must be understood in the light of sruti. 
Reasoning rests on individual opinion. The arguments of some 
clever men are refuted by others. On account of the diversity of men's 
opinions, it is impossible to accept mere reasoning as a sure guide. 
Even men of outstanding intellectual eminence as Kapila, Kanada 
and others are seen to contradict one another. If it be said that all 
reasoning is not unsound, even this assumption is based on reasoning. 
If some arguments are devoid of foundation, it does not follow that 
others are also devoid of foundation. If all reasoning were unfounded, 
the whole course of practical life would come to an end. Men act on 
the assumption that in the past, the present and the future nature is 
uniform. When there is a conflict among different interpretations of 
sruti it is reasoning that enables us to fix the correct meaning of 
words and sentences. Manu asks us to determine what is dharma by 
means of reasoning (XII. 105-6). W r e require reasoning to detect and 
avoid fallacies. Because the argument of the purva-paksa is fallacious, 
it does not follow that the siddhdnta is also fallacious. 

To all this the sutra replies. Though reasoning may hold good in 
certain cases, with regard to ultimate questions on the nature of 
Reality and release, reason is not of use if it is not backed by sruti. 
Brahman is not an object of perception or inference. It has neither 
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form to be seen nor sound to be heard nor any sign from which it can 
be inferred. Again, release is the result of the right kind of knowledge 
which is constant and uniform. We do not have different views about 
it. It is similar to the knowledge of fire that it is hot. 1 A mere inference 
may take different forms and may leave us in doubt about the nature 
of the object. It need not be universal and constant like the 
perception of heat in lire. The Sdmkhya views based on reasoning are 
not accepted by all. The knowledge of the Veda being self-evident 
and eternally the same is incapable of being challenged by any 
logician. Release cannot be attained by any other means than the 
right kind of knowledge imparted to us by the Ufianisails. So by 
reasoning which is faithful to sruti, it is proved that the intelligent 
Brahman is both the efficient and the material cause of the universe. 

R. and Srlkantha break this sutra into two, tarkdpratisthdndd api 
and anyathd . . . prasahgah. 

R.points out that the theories based on human reasoning are liable 
to be upset or modified by those more skilled in reasoning. With 
regard to transcendental issues, Scripture alone is authoritative and 
reasoning is to be applied only in support of Scripture. 

Nimbarka reads for vimoksa , anirmoksa. 


Section 4 (12) 

REFUTATION OF OTHER THEORIES 
II. 1. 12. etena sistdparigrahd api vydkhydtdh 

By this those [theories] also which are not accepted by competent 
authorities are explained (i.e. refuted). 

etena: by this; sistdh: competent authorities; aparigrahdh: not 
accepted; api: also; vydkhydtdh: are explained. 

As the Sdmkhya which is closest to the Vedanta in view of its 
acceptance of sat-kdrya-vdda, identity of cause and effect, and the 
independent existence of the Self, its powerful support by reasoning 
and approval by competent persons, if disproved, the other theories 
like atomism, etc., which are less reasonable may be taken as being 
disproved. 

R. points out that the atomists disagree in many ways about the 
nature of the atoms, whether they are fundamentally void or non¬ 
void, whether they have a merely cognitional or objective existence, 
whether they are momentary or permanent, definite or indefinite, 
real or unreal, etc. This disagreement proves that these theories are 
ill-founded. 

1 samyaj-jndnam eha-rupam vastu-tantratvdt. eka-rupena hy avasthito 
yo'rthas sa Paramaribo loke tad visayam jfldnam samyaj-jndnam ity ucyate 
yathdgnir u$y,a iti. 
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out of it. To this objection the answer is, if a soul experiences 
pleasures and pains, it is not due to its being joined to a body but to 
its karman in the form of good and evil deeds. The body is originated 
by karman. (See C.U. VII. 26. 2; VIII. 2. 1; 12. 3.) He who is freed 
from bondage is not touched by evil, even if he has a body. The 
Highest Self has a body of conscious and non-conscious beings but is 
not connected with karman and is therefore free from evil. We also 
see in ordinary life that a ruler may reward or punish those who 
observe or transgress the rules but he does not, simply because he 
has a body, himself experience the pleasures and pains due to the 
observance or transgressions of any of his commands. Again, 
Brahman does not undergo changes like clay or gold for he is said to 
be free from all change and imperfection. 

In support of his reading of the sutra and interpretation, R. quotes 
Dr a mida-bhd sya . 


Section 6 (14-20) 

NON-DIFFERENCE OF THE EFFECT FROM THE CAUSE 

II. 1. 14. tad ananyatvam drambhana~sabdddibhyah 

The non-differcnce of them (cause and effect) (results) from words like 

beginning and others. 

tad: that; an-anyatvam: non-difference; drambhana -sa bdddi bhyah: 
words like beginning and others. 

In the previous sutra , the distinction between enjoyers and the 
objects of enjoyment was acknowledged from the empirical stand¬ 
point. Here it is said that the effect, world, is non-different from the 
cause, Brahman. C .U. VI. 1. 4 says: ‘Just as, my dear, by one clod 
of clay all that is made of clay becomes known, the modification 
being only a name arising from speech, while the truth is that it is 
just clay...' §. says these modifications or effects are names only, exist 
through or originate from speech only, while in reality there exists 
no such thing as a modification. 1 In so far as they are names they are 
untrue; in so far as they are clay they are true. The entire body of 
effects has no existence apart from Brahman. 2 $. does not affirm the 
absolute oneness of Brahman and the world but only denies their 
difference. 3 The world does not exist apart from Brahman. Therefore 
to know Brahman is to know everything else. 

It may be said that Brahman has in it elements of manifoldness. 
As the tree has many branches, Brahman possesses many powers. 

1 vdcaiva kevalam asti . . . na tu vastu-vrtlena vikdralk kaUid asti. 

2 brahma-vyatirekena kdrya-jdta$ydb}idva iti gamyate. 6. 

3 Cp. na khalu ananyatvam iti abhedam brumafi, kith tu bhedam vyasedhamak . 
Bhdmatl. 
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Unity and manifoldness are both true. A tree considered in itself is 
one; it is many when viewed as having branches. The sea is one and 
yet manifold as having waves and foam. Unity is used for achieving 
release and multiplicity for work in the world. S. answers this view by 
saying that the Highest Reality is one according to the Vedic texts. 
The independent existence of the world and the individuals is denied 
in many texts. If both unity and multiplicity are real, then he who is 
engrossed with the manifold world cannot be regarded as ignorant. 
A text like ‘He goes from death to death, who sees in it, as it were, 
diversity' (B.U. IV. 4. 19) will be unmeaning. If unity and multi¬ 
plicity are both true, bondage cannot be the result of multiplicity 
nor release the result of the perception of unity. How can the 
knowledge of unity remove the knowledge of manifoldness if both 
are true. 1 

Another objection is raised: If absolute unity is the truth, then the 
ordinary means of right knowledge, perception, etc., become 
invalid, since the absence of manifoldness deprives them of their 
objects. The idea of a man, for example, becomes invalid, when the 
true idea of the post has presented itself. Again, texts embodying 
injunctions and prohibitions lose their meaning if the world does not 
exist. The entire body of doctrine which refers to final release will 
collapse. The answer to these objections is that so long as the know¬ 
ledge of Brahman by the self has not arisen the entire complex of 
phenomenal existence is taken as true, even as the phantoms of a 
dream are taken as true until the sleeper wakes. Until awakening the 
ordinary course of secular and religious activity goes on undisturbed. 

Another objection is raised: How can passages of the Vedanta 
which belong to the phenomena] world produce a knowledge of the 
identity of the soul with Brahman ? It is said, in reply, that death 
occurs sometimes as the result of the mere suspicion that a venomous 
snake has bitten. Even when the dream is over, knowledge of the 
dream persists in waking life. Events in the dream, though unreal, 
are said to be indications of actual future events in life. See C.U. 
V. 2. 8 . Aitareya Aranyaka III. 2. 4. 7. The Vedic statements have a 
purpose whereas the knowledge of the unity of the Self has nothing 
else above it. Vedic knowledge removes ignorance and is therefore 
useful. 

Another objection is raised that the illustrations of clay, etc., 
suggest that Brahman too is capable of modifications. The answer is 
that Brahman is incapable of modifications. Modification is only 
appearance. The illustrations are used to show that Brahman alone 
is real. 

Another objection is that if Brahman alone is real, there is no room 
for the distinction of a God who rules and the world and the souls 

1 ubhaya-satyat&yam hi katham ekatva-jiianena ndnatva-jnanam apanudyata 
iti. 



The Brahma Sutra 


348 

ruled by him. The world is neither one with nor different from 
Brahman . It is said to be indescribable, may a, the product of sakti or 
prakrti of the omniscient God. 1 For the liberated soul there is no 
distinction of ruler and ruled. C.U. VII. 24.1. The entire phenomenal 
world does not exist for him who has realised the Self. 2 From the 
viewpoint of the Highest Reality, there is non-difference of cause and 
effect. With reference to the phenomenal world which is considered 
to be real from the practical point of view, Brahman is said to be the 
ocean and the world is the waves. The transformation (parindma) is 
accepted by the Sutrakara in so far as there is insistence on devotion 
to Personal God. It is only then that the world is treated as real and 
God is said to be omniscient, omnipotent and omnipresent. 3 

Bhaskara criticises S.'s view and insists on the reality of difference. 

In his commentary on the sutra, R. considers the views of the 
Vaisesika system and $. He criticises the doctrine of avidyd or 
ignorance. If the soul in its essential form and not fictitiously 
imagined form is the abode of avidyd , this means that Brahman is the 
abode of avidyd . If it is said that the soul as different from Brahman 
and fictitiously imagined in it, is the abode of avidyd , this would 
mean that the non-conscious (jada) is the abode of avidyd. If it be 
maintained that the abode of avidyd is the soul in its essential 
nature, as qualified by the fictitiously imagined aspect, the soul which 
has an absolutely homogenous nature cannot be qualified apart from 
avidyd. Again, if by release is understood the destruction of avidyd , 
when one soul attains release and avidyd is destroyed, all souls 
should be released. But it is not so. If we say that there is a separate 
avidyd for each soul, this implies distinction of souls. Is this distinc¬ 
tion real or a product of avidyd ? It cannot be the former, because the 
soul is pure, non-differenced intelligence: if the latter, does avidyd 
belong to Brahman or the souls? Not to Brahman. If to souls, we are 
arguing in a circle. Avidyds are established on the basis of the 
distinction of souls and the distinctions are established on account of 
avidyds. If it is urged that these defects do not touch avidyd which is 
itself unreal, in that case it would cling even to the released souls and 
the Highest Brahman. When the avidyd of a soul passes away on the 
rise of true knowledge, does the soul perish or not perish? If it 
perishes, release means the destruction of the essential nature of the 
soul; if it does not, then the soul continues to exist different from 
Brahman. 

1 sarvajnasye&varasyatma-bhute ivdvidyd-kalpite ndma-rupc tattvanyat- 
vdbhydm anirvacaniye samsdra-pvapanca-blja-bhute sarvajnasyesvarasya may a - 
Saktih prakrtir iti ca iruti-smrtyor abhilapyete. 

* evam paramarthavasthayam sarva-vyavahardbhdvam vadanti veddntdh. S. 

* sutrakdro’pi paramarthabkiprayeita tad ananyatvam ity aha. vyavahdrdbhi- 
prayeita tu sydl lokavad iti maha-samudrddislkdnlyatdm brahmanafr kathayati . 
apratyakhydyaiva kdrya-prapaheam parinama-prakriyam cdsrayati saguno- 
pdsane§upayok$yata iti. 
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R. criticises the distinction of may a and avidyd. Brahman cannot 
be the abode of mdyd. R. says that none but a person who is not in 
his right mind would take pleasure in an unreal play, carried on by 
means of implements unreal and known by him to be unreal. 

R. takes the sulra to be an answer to Kanada's view that the effect 
constitutes a substance different from the cause. The subtle and 
gross conditions of the conscious and non-conscious beings which 
constitute the body of Brahman are the cause and effect. He 
interprets the phrase vdcarambhana as follows: vaca, on account of 
speech; drambhana: what is touched or taken; a-rabh, d-labh , 
dlambhahy sfiarsa-himsayoh. For the bringing about of activity, 
'fetch water in the jar', the clay must enter into contact with the 
effect, vikdra t i.e. a particular make or configuration and a special 
name, a ndmadheya . 

R. and Nimbarka look upon the relation of Brahman and the 
universe as one of soul-body relationship. 

Srikantha, after R., adopts the V isistddvaita view: 'What has been 
set out already as to Siva alone, without a second—the Self qualified 
by the universe both conscious and non-conscious, becoming both 
cause and effect, that constitutes the doctrine of the qualified non¬ 
dualism of Siva Z 1 

Srlkantha explains vdcarambhana in two ways: That which is the 
beginning, i.e. the cause, of speech, i.e. of speech and of practical 
activity. So the text means that an effect vikara is a name, ndmadheya t 
which is the cause of speech and practical activity. Another ex¬ 
planation is that which has speech for its beginning. So the text 
means that an effect, vikara , is just the object of such expressions as 
'this is a jar’, i.e. a special condition which the clay has assumed for 
practical purposes. It is not a separate entity from the clay. 

II. 1. 15. bhdve copalabdhch 

And because of the perception (of the effect) on the existence (of the 
cause). 

bhdve: on existence; ca: and; tipalabdheh: because of perception. 

The effect cannot be independent and different from the material 
cause. We can have a jar only when the clay exists. If it be said that 
fire and smoke continue to be two different things, though smoke is 
seen only where the fire exists, it is not correct for smoke may be 
observed in a jar in which it is collected even after the fire is extin¬ 
guished. The jar makes us aware of the material cause while smoke 
does not make us conscious of lire. 

The sutra may be read as bhdvdc ca upalabdlieh. The non-difference 
of effect from cause is a fact of perception. A cloth is nothing but 
threads crossing each other, which we perceive. It is these perceived 

1 yad ukiam purvatra cid-acid~pr apart ca-vi$is(ah Siva evddvitlyah karyam 
karanaih ca bhavati iti viSisfa-Sivddvaitam. 
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facts which enable us to infer that the smallest parts of things are 
ultimately nothing but the three elements of fire, water and earth, 
represented by the three colours of red, white and black. C.U. VI. 4. 
These are connected with air, air with dkdsa and dkasa with Brahman. 
All means of proof lead back to Brahman as the cause of the world, 
and not pradhdna. 

For R., the effect denotes nothing else than the causal substance 
which has passed over into a different condition. Gold which is the 
cause is perceived when the ear-ring is present. The fact that we do 
not recognise fire in smoke does not disprove this view. Fire is the 
operative cause of smoke and smoke originates from damp fuel 
joined with fire. 


II. 1. 16. sattvdeedparasya 

And on account of the existence of what is posterior. 

sattvdt: on account of existence; ca: and; aparasya: of what is 

posterior or afterwards. 

That which is posterior in time, i.e. the effect, is declared in the 
Scripture to have its being in the cause, prior to its actual beginning. 
‘Being only was this in the beginning.' C.U. VI. 2. 1; Aitareya 
Aranyaka II. 4. 1. 1. We cannot produce oil from sand. The effect is 
non-different from the cause. 

Some read avarasya for aparasya. 


II. 1. 17. asad-vyapadesdn neti cen na dharmantarena vdhya-iesdt. 

If it he said that on account of the mention of what is non-existent , (the 
effect is) not (existent prior to creation) (we say) not so because with 
reference to complementary passage (the mention of non-existence 
means) another quality (only). 

asat: non-existence; vyapadesdt: on account of mention; na: not; 
Hi cet: if so; na: not so; dharmantarena: due to another quality; 
vakya-sesdt: on account of the complementary passage. 

The objection is raised in regard to certain scriptural texts which 
declare Tn the beginning this was that only which is not'. (C.U. 

III. 19. 1.) ‘Non-existent, indeed, this was in the beginning.' (T.U. 
II. 7.) So being cannot be ascribed to the effect before its production. 
The reply is given that non-existence does not mean absolute non¬ 
existence but only a different quality or state in which name and 
shape are not manifested. In reference to this condition the effect is 
called non-existent though it existed as one with the cause. Later 
passages make out that absolute non-existence was not meant. 

R. Niriibarka take this, along with the next sutra, as one. 
Bhaskara and Baladeva adopt the reading given here. 
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II. 1. 18. yukteh sabddntarac ca 

From reasoning and from other Vedic text. 

yukteh: from reasoning; sabddntardt: from another Vedic text; ca: and 
That the effect exists before its origination and is non-different 
from the cause can be ascertained from reasoning and Scriptures. 
Experience teaches us that if we wish to produce curd, earthen jars 
or gold ornaments, we employ milk, clay and gold; we do not employ 
clay for curds or milk for making jars. If the effect were non-existent 
in the cause, all this should be possible. Besides, all the effects being 
non-existent in the cause, anything might come out of anything else. 
If it is argued that there exists in each cause power to produce a 
special effect, atisaya , milk for curd and clay for jars, then we assume 
something prior to the effect which later becomes the effect. If the 
specific power is considered to be non-existent before its appearance, 
then the objection is valid that anything may come out of anything 
else. Is this specific power non-existent before its appearance or is it 
different from both cause and effect? The specific power view does 
not help us. If it is said that the cause and the effect do not appear 
different because they are held together by the connection known as 
samavdya and not because they are identical with each other, then 
we ask whether samavdya is connected with the terms between which 
it exists or is independent of them entirely. If the former, then to 
explain one connection of samavdya we have to postulate a second 
connection and to explain that another and so on ad infinitum. If the 
latter, the cause and the effect will fall apart from each other and be 
totally unconnected. The relation of samavdya is unnecessary as 
experience tells us that cause and effect are identical. If the relation 
between the cause and the effect is regarded as that which exists 
between the parts and the whole and if the two are said to be held 
together by samavdya, the question arises whether the whole resides 
in all the parts simultaneously or only in some parts successively. If 
the former the whole may not be perceptible at all. The other side of a 
jar may not be in contact with the eyes. If the latter, we may infer 
the knowledge of the whole from the perception of a part. The 
knowledge of a part of the sword we hold in the hand makes us 
aware of the whole, though we have no perceptual knowledge of the 
whole on account of its being hidden in the sheath. The hidden parts 
of the sword are different from those of the sheath. Thus we introduce 
a new series of parts between the original parts and the whole or 
between the cause and the effect. To pervade the second series of 
parts, a third will have to be devised and so on ad infinitum. In 
short, the effect will be further and further removed from the cause. 
The effect as a whole cannot be said to reside in each of the parts 
simultaneously, for in that case, it would be more than one whole. 
One man cannot reside in two places at the same time. It is possible 
only when there are two men. The whole cannot reside in each one of 
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the parts simultaneously in the manner in which one samdnya or jdti 
of cow is said to reside in each of the cows simultaneously. For as 
every cow manifests the samdnya or general character, every part of 
the cause might manifest the whole of the effect. This is not invariably 
experienced. Besides, if the whole were to reside fully in each part, 
one may as well have the milk of the cow from her horns. Again, if 
the effect be non-existent before its origination, there would be no 
notion of origination itself because origination implies a reference to 
the particular effect and the substratum in which it takes place. 
Unless the existence of the jar is assumed before it is produced, in 
the form of its cause, clay, the sentence 'the jar is produced* will have 
no meaning. If it is argued that origination is the connection of the 
effect with the existence of the cause, we ask, how can something 
which has not yet obtained existence enter into connection with 
something else? Connection is possible of two existing things only, 
and not one existing and one non-existent thing or of two non¬ 
existing things. Only existing things can be spoken of as having 
limitations. Absolute non-existence or what is altogether featureless 
cannot be spoken of as ‘being prior to* origination. To say that the 
son of a barren woman was king before Purnavarman is absurd. For 
the son of a barren woman is not only non-existent but is an un¬ 
reality and so no temporal limitation can be set to him. Even so, at 
no time will the absolute non-existence of the effect, viz. a jar, be a 
reality, whatever may be the efforts of the potter. If the non¬ 
existent can never become existent, the asat-kdrya-vddin may ask, 
what is the purpose of the operative causes, the potter, etc. If the 
effect exists in the cause and is non-different from it, where is the 
need of the potter to bring out a jar into existence. As the potter puts 
forth effort, one must assume the non-existence of the effect prior to 
its origination. To this the answer is that the operative agents 
arrange the cause in the form of the effect. Even the form is not 
absolutely new. A mere change in form does not transform one thing 
into an altogether different thing. People may be seen in different 
moods and yet they are recognised as the same. If it is argued that 
they are recognised as the same persons because their conditions are 
not separated by death, the case of the jar is different because the 
clay is as good as destroyed. £. says that the analogy is not correct. Milk 
continues to exist in a different form when we say that it has become 
curd. Even when the continued existence of the cause is not perceiv¬ 
able, when the seed is not seen to exist in the tree, we have to notice 
the earlier stages of the tree such as the sprouts, to know that they 
are the later stages of the seed. It is the seed which becomes visible 
in the form of the sprout, with the accumulation of particles of matter. 
It becomes invisible, not non-existent, when the sprouts change into 
something else. Incidentally 5 . says we have refuted the Buddhist 
theory of momentary existence for we have proved the eternal 
continued existence of cause. On the asat-karya-vdda the operative 
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agents have no purpose to serve. For it non-existence cannot be the 
object of any activity as the sky cannot be modified in any way by 
weapons. Nor can the cause clay which is said to be samavayi and 
existent be the object of the activity of the operative agent, for if the 
effect which is non-existent is to arise from a cause which is different 
in nature, then anything may arise from any tiling else. If it is said 
that the effect is nothing but the specific power of the cause, then 
sat-karya-vdda is accepted. The text C.U. VI. 2. 1 is quoted: ‘In the 
beginning this was Being alone, one without a second.’ This 
repudiates the suggestion of the non-existent as the source on the 
ground that the existent cannot come out of the non-existent. The 
effect exists prior to its origination in the form of the cause and is 
identical with it and so is it that everything else becomes known 
when Brahman, the cause, is known. C.U. VI. 1. 3. 1 

Srinivasa, following Nimbarka, argues that names and forms, 
knowable by means of the evidence of direct perception and the rest 
are real, because they are perceived. An agent makes a jar out of a 
lump of clay that is existent. Here like the lump of clay, the existence 
of the jar is also known from perception. The activity of the agent 
is not useless since it helps manifestation. What was unmanifest 
before is made manifest. The origin of a non-existent effect is not 
tenable since we do not see a barley sprout from lire. 

II. 1. 19. patavac ca 

And like a piece of cloth. 

patavat: like a piece of cloth; ca: and. 

Even as a rolled piece of cloth is not different from what it is when 
it is spread out, so is the effect not different from the cause. What is 
not manifest in the cause becomes manifest in the effect. The length 
and breadth of the rolled piece of cloth which were not manifest when 
the cloth was rolled up become manifest when it is spread out. 
Similarly a piece of cloth which was not manifest in the threads 
becomes manifest owing to the operative agents such as the shuttle, 
the loom and the weaver. 

R. says even as threads joined in a special cross-arrangement are 
called a piece of cloth, thus acquiring a new name, a new form and 
new functions, so is it with Brahman also. 

Srinivasa holds that the universe remains existent, indeed, prior to 
creation, though not known to be a universe, having its name and 
form unmanifest but is clearly known as the universe at the time of 
creation when its name and form are manifest. 

II. 1. 20. yathd ca prdnddi 
And as in the case of vital breaths . 

yathd: just as; ca: and; prdnddi: vital breath and others. 

1 I.P., Vol. II, pp. 528ff. 

M 
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The different pranas , ascending, descending, may be held up from 
functioning by holding our breath. In that case they remain in their 
causes only keeping the body alive. When they manifest as separate 
from one another, they not only keep the body alive but perform 
other functions such as binding and stretching the limbs. Then the 
movement which was not manifest in the cause becomes so in the 
effect. The world being an effect of Brahman, is not different from it. 
So if Brahman is known, everything else becomes known. (C.U. 
VI. 1.3.) 

R. says that as the one air, according as it undergoes in the body 
different modifications, acquires new names, new characteristics, 
new functions, being then called prana, apdna , etc., even so the one 
Brahman becomes the world, with its manifold moving and non- 
moving beings. 


Section 7 (21-23) 

GOD AND THE PROBLEM OF EVIL 

II. 1. 21. itara-vyapadesdddhitdkaranddi-dosa-prasaktih 

On account of the mention of another {the individual soul as non - 
different from Brahman) there would attach [to Brahman) faults like 
not doing what is beneficial to others and the like, 
itara: another; vyapadesdt: on account of mention; hita: what is of 
benefit; akaranddi: not doing and the like; dosa: fault; prasaktih: 
would follow. 

The scriptural passages convey the non-difference of the individual 
soul and Brahman. From this it follows that the power of creation 
also belongs to the individual soul. This soul being an independent 
agent might be expected to produce only what is beneficial to itself 
and not things of a contrary nature, such as birth, death, old age, 
disease. No free person will build a prison for himself and take up his 
abode in it. 1 Again, how can the pure self look upon this unclean body 
as part of itself? It would free itself from the painful results of its 
former actions and enjoy only the pleasant results. When it 
remembers that it created this manifold world, it would like to 
withdraw it. Apparently it cannot withdraw even its own body. So a 
doubt arises whether the world has been created by an intelligent 
cause. 

R. says that if the soul is Brahman, then certain imperfections 
attach to Brahman. If Brahman is omniscient and omnipotent, why 
does he create a world full of pain? No rational independent person 

1 svatantrab kartd san hitamevdtmanab saumanasyakaram kurydt ndhitam 
janma-marayia-jard-rogddyanekdnartha-jdlam. na hi haUid aparatantro 
bandhanagdram dtmanab krtva’nupraviiaii. 



Text , Translation and Notes 355 

endeavours to produce what is clearly non-beneficial to himself. 1 If it 
is argued that the texts declaring difference are due to limiting 
adjuncts and those which declare non-difference mean eventual non¬ 
difference, the question arises whether Brahman knows or does not 
know the soul which is non-different from it. If it does not, Brahman s 
omniscience is compromised; if it does, then Brahman is conscious of 
the suffering of the soul which is non-different from Brahman and 
therefore itself suffers. It follows that Brahman does not create what 
is beneficial to itself and creates what is non-beneficial to itself. If it 
is said that the difference between Brahman and the soul arises on 
account of avidya. on the part of both, then the old difficulties about 
the locus of avidya arise. So Brahman s causality of the world seems 
to be untenable. 

Baladeva carries this section to sutra 33. He takes the whole section 
as concerned with showing that Brahman and not the individual soul 
is the cause of the world. He takes this sutra as stating the correct 
conclusion and not the prima facie view. He reads it as follows: 
There will be the consequences of faults like not doing what is 
beneficial and the rest from the designation of another (i.e. if the 
individual soul be designated as the creator of the world)/ The 
individual soul w r ould not have created a world full of miseries. So 
BraJmian and not the individual soul must be the creator. 


II. 1. 22. ad hi ham tu bheda-nir detdt 

{But Brahman) is something more {than the individual soul ) on 
account of the indication of difference . 

adhikam: something more than or additional to; tu: but; bheda: 
difference; nirdesdt: on account of indication. 

The word ‘but’ suggests that the objection stated in the previous 
sutra is refuted. Brahman, the creative principle, is different from 
the embodied self. The jiva cannot create himself or destroy himself. 
The faults such as doing what is not beneficial and the like do not 
attach to Brahman. There is nothing beneficial to be done by it or 
non-beneficial to be avoided by it. There is nothing which Brahman 
cannot know or do. The individual soul, being different in nature, 
may have the defects mentioned. For a declaration of difference 
between Brahman and the individual soul, see B.U, II. 4. 5; 
IV. 3. 35. VI. 8. 1; C.U. VIII. 7. 1. In all these passages actions such 
as seeing, seeking and meditating point to the individual soul as the 
subject and the Supreme Self as the object. If it is said that there are 
passages which declare non-difference between the individual soul 
and the Supreme Self, 5. points out that the difference is real, so long 
as the knowledge does not arise. In the condition of ignorance. 
Brahman which is the object of enquiry and search is different from 


1 na cedrU svanarthe svadhlno buddhimdn pravartate. R. 
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the individual soul. The individual soul is a creature and not the 
creator. The defects therefore do not belong to Brahman . 

R. gives a number of texts in support of the difference between 
Brahman and the individual soul: B.U. III. 7. 22, IV. 3. 21, IV. 3. 35; 
S.U. I. 6, 9, IV. 6, 9, VI. 13, 16. 

II. 1. 23. asmddivac ca tad anupapattih 

And like stones and the rest , these (defects) cannot he conceived . 
asmddivat: like stones and the rest; ca: and; tad: that; anupapattih: 
cannot be conceived. 

We find a great variety among stones, some of them valuable like 
diamonds, others not. The same piece of ground yields different trees 
like sandal and cucumber which have different leaves, flowers, 
fruits, fragrance and juice. The same food assumes different forms. 
In the same Brahman we may have various distinctions. But 
Brahman , however, is not affected by the defects of the individual 
soul and the world. in view T of his own position, says that the 
distinctions have their origin in speech only and are like phantoms 
of a dreaming person. 

R. makes out that even as it is impossible for non-conscious objects 
like stones and the rest to be identical with Brahman, so the 
individual soul cannot be one with Brahman. 

Srikantha gives the same interpretation. 

Srinivasa argues that even as a ray of the diamond is non-different 
from its substratum, the diamond, and yet is different from it, the 
embodied soul is by nature different from Brahman though it is at 
the same time non-different from him as having him for its soul. The 
soul is subject to samsdra, while Brahman is not. So faults like not 
doing what is beneficial and the rest do not apply to Brahman. 


Section 8 (24-25) 

BRAHMAN'S INDEPENDENCE OF MATERIAL AND 
INSTRUMENTS OF ACTION 

II. 1. 24. upasamhdra-darsandn neti cen na ksiravadd hi 

If it he said that on account of the observation of the collection (of 
instrmnents for the production of something) (Brahman) is not (the 
creator of the world) (we say) not so for (he acts alone) like milk, 
upasamhdra: collection; darsanat: on account of observation; na: 
not; iti cet: if it be said; na: not so; ksiravat: like milk; hi: for. 

The objection states that we notice in ordinary life that potters, 
weavers, etc., before they produce jars or cloth, provide themselves 
with various implements, clay, wheels, string, etc., and Brahman 
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cannot be the cause of the world since there are no instruments for 
him to work with. The answer is given that causation is possible as 
the result of the peculiar constitution of the causal substance like 
milk. Even as milk and water turn into curds and ice respectively 
without any extraneous help, so is it with Brahman, if it is said that 
milk in order to turn into curds requires an extraneous agent, heat, 
the answer is given that milk by itself undergoes a certain amount of 
definite change and this is only speeded up by heat. Brahman does 
not require any extraneous help. See S.U. VI. 8. Brahman, though 
one only, is, owing to its manifold powers, able to transform itself 
into manifold effects like milk. 1 

Baladeva gives a different interpretation. The soul’s power of 
action is like the cow’s power of producing milk. Although the soul is 
an agent and can as such bring works to completion, yet it is not an 
independent agent but has to depend on the Lord lor its activities 
even as a cow cannot by herself produce milk but has to depend on 
the life energy. 

II. 1. 25. dcvddivad api lake 

A fid (the case of Brahman is) like that of gods and other beings in 
ordinary experience. 

devddivat: like gods and others; api: also; loke: in ordinary ex¬ 
perience. 

If it be said that non-conscious beings like milk may change of 
themselves without extraneous means into curds, etc., Brahman 
being intelligent, like the potter, cannot be conceived to create 
without other external means. The answer is that gods and sages are 
reported in the sastras to have the ability to produce palaces and 
chariots by the sheer force of their will. So Brahman may create the 
world without any extraneous means. Brahman is free to create 
without depending on any means. 

Baladeva says that the Lord, though invisible, is the creator of the 
world even as gods, though invisible, are seen to work in the world, 
i.e. produce rain and so forth. 


Section 9 (26-29) 

BRAHMANS INTEGRITY IS UNAFFECTED BY THE 

WORLD 

II. 1. 26. krtsna-prasaktir niravayavatva-sabda-kopo vd 

(If Brahman be the material cause of the world) there will result either 

1 ekasyapi brahmano vicitra-sakti-yogdt kslrddivad vicitrah parinama 
upapadyate. S. 
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{the change of) the entire ( Brahman ) or the violation of the texts {declaring 
Brahman) to be without parts. 

krtsna: entire; prasaktih: will result; niravayavatva: being without 
parts; sabda: texts; kopah: violation; vd: or. 

The objection is raised that if the whole of Brahman is trans¬ 
formed into the world, then Brahman would cease to exist and there 
is no point in asking us to see Brahman or in saying that Brahman is 
unborn. If, on the other hand, we hold that a part of Brahman is 
transformed, then we assume that Brahman is capable of being 
divided into parts. This would be a direct violation of the texts 
which declare that Brahman is partless, etc. See B.U. II. 4. 12, 
III. 8. 8; III. 9. 26, M.U. II. 1. 2; S.U. VI. 19. 

S. uses these objections to support his view that the world is only 
an appearance {vivarta) of Brahman and not a transformation 
{parinama). 

In Brhan-ndradiya-purana it is said that by means of yoga we 
perceive the identity of God with his mdyd and thus attain release 
from it. Maya is not unreal, not real, not both. It creates the sense 
of diversity in the Supreme Being. 

mdyino mayayd bhedam pasyanti paramdtmani 
tasmdn may dm tyajed yogdn mumuksur vipra-sattamdh. 
nasad-rupd nasad rupd mdyd vai nobhaydiimikd 
anirvdcyahritd jheya bheda-buddhi praddyini . 

31:69-70. 

Visnu-dharma adopts the difference—non-difference {bheddbheda) 
view: 

advaitam Paramaribo hi dvaitam tad bheda ucyate 
ubhayam brahmano rupam dvaitddvaita-vibhedatah. 

96. 225. 

R. states the objection in a different way. If the entire Brahman 
enters into the effected state, its conscious part dividing itself into 
the individual souls and the non-conscious part into ether, air and 
so on, this violates the texts which declare that Brahman in the 
causal state is devoid of parts. If it is without parts, it cannot 
become many. It is not possible that there should persist a part not 
entering into the effected state. 

Srinivasa argues that if Brahman is without parts, then the entire 
Brahman will become the effect and there will not remain a trans¬ 
cendent Brahman beyond samsara to be approached by the liberated* 
To attribute divisions to Brahman will be opposed to the Scripture. 

Baladeva reads vyakopa for kopa and thinks that the siltra is the 
statement not of purva-paksa but of siddhdnta. If the individual 
soul be the creator, since it is without parts, its entire being is present 
in every act. This is not the case. While lifting a blade of grass, one's 
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whole nature is not functioning. Or else we must conclude that the 
individual soul possesses parts and this again is opposed to scriptural 
authority. So the individual soul is not the creator. 

II. 1. 27. srntes tu sabda-mulatvdt 

But {it is not so) on account of Vedie testimony since (Brahman s 
causality) has its ground in Scripture. 

iruteh: on account of sruti or Vedic testimony; tu: but; sabda- 
mulatvat: because sruti is the ground. 

The entire Brahman does not undergo transformation as sruti 
declares that Brahman, the source of the world, exists apart from the 
world. C.U. III. 12. 6; VI. 3. 2. If Brahman were completely trans¬ 
formed it would have been perceptible as the world is, which is not so. 

If it is held that it is difficult to understand how Brahman is 
partless and yet does not undergo transformation as a whole, S. says 
that sruti is the only source of our knowledge of Brahman . Even with 
regard to ordinary things such as gems, herbs, spells which have 
varying effects on different occasions, we cannot understand them 
unaided by instruction. Much less can reasoning tell us about the 
unthinkable. quotes a text which says: ‘Do not apply reasoning to 
what is unthinkable; the mark of the unthinkable is that it is above 
all natural causes.’ 1 

S. states the objection again. Brahman is either partless or is 
transformed partially. If it is partless, it is transformed as a whole 
or not at all. If it is only partially transformed, then it consists of 
parts. S. overcomes the difficulties by his view that Brahman ever 
remains the same in reality. It does not undergo any change, though 
it is the ground of the multiplicity of name and form in the pheno¬ 
menal world. These distinctions are the products of ignorance and 
arise from speech alone. 2 

The negative descriptions of Brahman are intended to draw our 
attention to the non-phenomenal character of Brahman . 

For R., creation is merely the visible and the tangible mani¬ 
festation of what existed previously in Brahman in a subtle and 
imperceptible condition. He also cites the support of Scripture for 
Brahman cannot be proved or disproved by means of generalisations 
from experience. 3 For R., Scripture tells us that the Supreme possesses 
various powers. 

1 acintyab khalu ye bhdvd na tarns tarkena yojayet 
prakrtibhyah param yac ca tad acintyasya laksanam . 

Anandagiri observes: prakrtibhya iti, pratyaksa-drtfa-padartha-svabhavebhyo 
yat param vilaksariam dearyady-upadeka-gamyam tad acintyam ity arthah. 

a avidyd-kalpitcna ca ndma-rUpa-laksanena rupa-bhedena vyakrtdvyd - 
krtdtmakena tattvdnyatvdbhydm anirvacanlyerta , brahma-pariitdmddi-sarva- 
vyavaharaspadatvam pratipadyate. pdramarthikena ca rdpena sarva- 
vyavaharatltam aparinatam avatisfhate. 

* na sdmanyato drtfam sddhanam datapath vdrhati brahma. 
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For Nimbarka, it is Scripture that declares that Brahman creates 
the world and yet remains untransformed. For Srinivasa, trans¬ 
formation means nothing but projection of powers and this is also 
declared by Scripture. 

II. 1. 28. dtmani caivam vicitras ca hi 

For thus it is even within the Self and wondrous . 

dtmani: within the self; ca: and; evam: thus; vicitrdh: wondrous; 

ca: and; hi: even. 

B.U. IV. 3. 10 speaks of chariots, horses and roads which the 
dreamer creates in the state of dream. Gods and magicians create 
elephants, etc.., without losing their own unity of being. So there may 
exist a manifold creation in Brahman without impairing his real 
nature and unity. 

R. says that in the soul, the attributes of the non-conscious objects 
are not found for there are manifold powers in different objects. A 
conscious soul differs from non-conscious objects and does not 
possess their qualities. The non-conscious objects like fire, water and 
the rest do not share each other’s qualities. So Brahman who is 
different from both the conscious and the non-conscious objects does 
not possess their attributes but has numerous others not found in 
them. This view is followed by Srikantha. 

Baladeva uses this siitra to indicate that the Lord is possessed of 
mysterious powers. 

II. 1. 29. sva-paksa-dosac ca 

And because there is fault in the [opponent's) own view . 
sva: own; paksa: side, dosat: because of the faults; ca: and. 

The Sdhikhya theory of pradhdna is considered. Does it change into 
the world wholly or partially? If the former there will be no pradhdna; 
if the latter, the view that it is partless must be given up. If we say 
that the three gunas are the parts of pradhdna, it does not improve 
the position. For creation is the combination of all the three gunas. 
It cannot be said that one or two of them evolve and not all. Again, 
the gunas are partless and so no one part can evolve. Besides, if 
pradhdna possesses various powers, it is saying what the Vedanta 
says and nothing special. 

The atomists’ case is taken up. 1 If the partless atoms combine and 
occupy the same space, they become one atom; if the atom is 
conceived as coming into contact with another in some of its parts, 
then the atomists give up their view that the atom is partless. 

1 Comparing ancient and modern atomic theories Sir Charles Sherrington 
says; ‘The atom of today is no untested a priori speculative dogma. It is 
unrelated, except by misnomer, to its namesake of antiquity.’ 'The speculations 
of Democritus and Leucippus cannot be put beside [the modern] scheme. They 
were relatively to it essays in fancy.’ Man on his Nature (1946), pp. 365, 301. 
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Balacleva points out that the objection whether Brahman creates 
with his entire nature or part of it only applies equally to the view 
that the individual soul is the creator. While we can overcome the 
objection, the opponent cannot. 


Section 10 (30-31) 

THE MANIFOLD POWERS OF BRAHMAN 
II. 1. 30. sarvopetd ca tad-darsanat 

A nd (Brahman ) is endowed with all (powers) because that is seen from 
Scripture. 

sarva: all; npetd: endowed with; ca: and; tad-darsanat: because that 
is seen. 

This manifold world of effects is possible for Brahman, though one 
only, is endowed with various powers as we see from the scriptural 
texts. See C.U. III. 14. 4, VIII. 7. 1; ITU. III. 8. 9; M.U. I. 1. 9. 

R. cites S.U. VI. 8; C.U. III. 14. 2, VIII. 1. 5. 

II. 1. 31. vikaranatvdn neti cet tad uktam 

If it be said that (Brahman cannot be the cause) on account of the 
absence of the organs , (we say that) this has been explained (already), 
vikaranatvdt: on account of the absence of the organs; na: not; iti 
cet: if it be said; tad: that; uktam: has been stated or explained. 

When it is described only in negative terms, how can Brahman 
be endowed with powers? Besides, how can it produce the world 
when it is said to be ‘without eyes, ears, speech or mind'? B.U. 

III. 8. 9. The sutra says that the answer has been given. See 1. 2. 
18-20; II. 1. 4. We cannot understand the nature of Brahman by 
mere reasoning. We have to rely on Scripture. S.U. III. 19 says: 
.‘Without foot or hand, yet swift and grasping, he sees without eye, 
he hears without ear.' S. adds that Brahman is conceived as being 
endowed with powers when we assume in its nature an element of 
plurality which is the product of avidyd. 

R. thinks that the refutation of this objection is to be found in 
II. 1. 27, 28. 


Section 11 (32-33) 

THE WORLD OF GOD'S LlLA 
II. 1. 32. na prayojanavattvdt 

(Creation is) not (possible for Brahman) on account of having a motive, 
na: not; prayojanavattvdt: on account of having a motive; another 
reading is prayojanatvat. 

M* 



The Brahma Sutra 


362 

The objection is raised that no one acts in the world without a 
motive. God cannot have a motive or a need for creating the universe 
for he is all-sufficient. Without a motive there can be no activity and 
the Supreme cannot have a motive. So God's creation of the world 
cannot be accepted. 

R. says that all activities are undertaken with the motive of doing 
something beneficial to themselves or to others. All the wishes of 
Brahman are eternally fulfilled. He does not attain through the 
creation of the world any object not attained before. If, however, he 
concerns himself with others, it can only be to help them. No merciful 
divinity would create a world so full as ours is of evils of all kinds— 
birth, old age, death, hell and so on. If he created at all, pity would 
move him to create a world altogether happy. 1 So Brahman cannot 
be the cause of the world. 

Nimbarka also states the objection that God has no need to 
create the world as he has his desires eternally fulfilled. 

II. 1. 33. lokavat tu Ilia kaivalyam 

But , as in ordinary life, creation is mere sport [to Brahman), 
lokavat: as in ordinary life; tu: but; lild: sport; kaivalyam: merely. 

But indicates the refutation of the objection set. forth in the 
previous sutra. Men in high position, who have no unfulfilled desires, 
indulge in sport. £. uses the example of breathing which goes on 
without reference to any extraneous purpose, merely following the 
law of its own nature. So also creation proceeds from the nature of the 
Supreme without reference to any purpose. 2 We cannot question why 
God's nature is what it is. 3 We have to accept it. Even though we may 
detect some subtle motives for sportful action among men, we cannot 
attribute any to the Supreme. We cannot say that he does not act 
or acts like a senseless person. He is omniscient. The passages 
relating to creation do not refer to the Absolute Transcendent 
Being. 4 But so far as the divine Creator is concerned it is his nature. 

Baladeva makes out that lild or sport is the overflow of the joy 
within. As in ordinary life, a man full of cheerfulness on awakening 
from sound sleep dances about without any motive or need but 
simply from the fullness of spirit, so is the case with the creation of 
the world by God. 

1 na hi parasya brahmaxiah svabhavaia evdv dpta-samasta-kamasya jagat - 
sargena kincana prayojanam anavdptam avapyate. napi pardrthah; apta- 
samasta-kamasya pararthata hi paravugrahena bhavati. na cedrsa-garbha-janma - 
jard-marana-narakddi-ndnd-vidhdnanta-dutikha-bahulam jagat karuridvdn srjati. 
pratyuta sukhaikatdnam eva srjej jagat karunayd srjan. See also R.B. II. 2. 3. 

2 evam Isvarasyapy anapeksya kincit prayojandntaram svabhavdd eva kevalam 
llld-riipdpravrttir bhavisyaii. £. 

2 na ca svabhdvah paryanuyoktum kakyate. 

4 na ceyam paramdrtha-visayd srs(i-krutifr. £. 
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In many systems of religious thought, self-sufficiency is regarded 
as an attribute of deity. If God is constrained by an inner necessity 
to create, he depends on others. The unmoved perfection is for 
Aristotle the cause of all motion but it is only its final cause. The 
bliss which God unchangingly enjoys in his never-ending self¬ 
contemplation is the good after which all existences aspire. Aristotle 
tells us that the Timeless Incorporeal One is not only the logical 
ground but the dynamic source of the temporal universe. He says 
in his Metaphysics l : ‘it is not necessary that everything that is 
possible should exist in actuality’ and ‘it is possible for that which 
has a potency not to realise it’. Why does something exist rather 
than nothing? The answer is that the Absolute is also fecundity. Its 
joy overflows into existence. This spontaneous outflow is symbolised 
by the theory of Ilia. 


Section 12 (34-36) 

THE PROBLEM OF SUFFERING AND EVIL 

II. 1. 34. vaisamya-nairghynye na sdpeksatvat tathd hi darsayati 
Inequality and cruelty cannot (he attributed to Brahman) for (his 
activity) has regard to (the works of souls); besides the same (Scripture) 
shows. 

vaisamya-nairghrnye: inequality (of dispensation) and cruelty; 
na: not; sdpeksatvat: on account of regard to; tathd: the same; hi: 
also; darsayati: shows. 

There are inequalities among the souls; some are happy and others 
unhappy. Does it mean that the Divine has also the qualities of 
passion and malice? As there is so much pain in the w r orld, are we to 
treat him as cruel also? For these reasons Brahman cannot be the 
cause of the world. The objections are not valid. The inequalities of 
creation are due to the merit and demerit of the creatures. They are 
not a fault for which the Lord is to blame. An analogy is given. As 
Parjanya, the giver of rain, is the common cause of the production of 
rice, barley and other plants, and the differences are due to the 
potentialities of the seeds themselves, even so God is the common 
cause of the creation while the differences are due to the merit and 
demerit of the individual souls. There are many scriptural texts in 
support of this view. B.U. III. 2. 13 says: ‘One becomes good by 
good acts, bad by bad actions.’ See also K.U. III. 8; B.G. IV. 11. 

R. quotes Visnu Purdna 1.4.51-2 to the effect that the Lord is the 
operative cause only in the creation of new beings; the material cause 
is constituted by the potentialities of the beings to be created. 

1 II. ioo3a2 and XI. I07ibi3. 
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II. 1. 35. na karmdvibhdgdd iti cen ndnaditvdt 

If it be said that this is not (possible) on account of the non-distinction 
of works (before the first creation we say that it) is not so for (sarhsdra) 
is without beginning. 

na: not; karma: works; avibhdgdt: on account of non-distinction; iti 
cet: if it be said; na: not so; andditvdt: on account of beginning- 
lessness. 

Many passages in the Upanisads tell us that ‘In the beginning there 
was Being only, one without a second'. There was no karma which 
had to be taken into account before creation. The first creation at 
least should have been free from inequalities. The answer is given in 
the sutra. The world is without beginning. Work and inequality are 
like seed and sprout. They are caused as well as causes. 

Bhaskara reads the first part of this sutra differently: asmdd 
vibhdgdd iti cen ndnaditvdt. 

R.and Nimbarka take this and the next sutra as one. R.says though 
the individual souls and their deeds form a perpetual stream, 
without a beginning, non-distinction is reasonable for, prior to 
creation, the substance of the souls abides in a very subtle condition, 
without names and shapes, and thus is incapable of being designated 
as something apart from Brahman though in reality they constitute 
Brahman s body only. If we do not admit that the distinctions in 
creation are due to karma it would follow that the souls are requited 
for what they have not done and not requited for what they have done. 

II. 1. 36. upapadyate cdpy upalabhyate ca 

(The beginninglessness of sarhsdra) is ascertained (by reason) and is 
observed (in Scripture). 

upapadyate: is ascertained; ca: and; api: also; upalabhyate: is found. 

If the world had a beginning, it would follow that it came into 
being without a cause, then it would be possible for the released 
souls to return to sarhsdra. There would then be no justification for 
inequalities. That the Lord cannot be the cause of inequality has 
already been established. Avidya cannot be the cause as it is of a 
uniform nature; without karma no one can come into existence; 
without coming into existence karma cannot be formed. So we must 
accept that the world is without a beginning. Scripture also 
affirms it. See C.U. VI. 3. 2; Rg Veda X. 190. 3; B.G. XV. 3. 

R. quotes other texts, Katha U. I. 2. 18; B.U. I. 4. 7; B.G. XIII. 19, 
and concludes ‘As Brahman thus differs in nature from everything 
else, possesses all powers, has no other motive than sport and 
arranges the diversity of the creation in accordance with the different 
karmas of the individual souls, Brahman alone can be the universal 
cause’. 1 

1 alab sarva-vilaksariatvdt sarva-saktitval lllaika-prayojanatvat ksetrajha - 
karmdnugunyena vicitra-sr sti-yogdd hrahmaiva jagad-kdranam. R. 
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Baladeva holds that the grace of the Lord is not partial. It is shown 
by the Lord to his devotees. The grace is not arbitrary but depends 
on the devotion of the souls themselves. It is also observed in 
Scripture. 


Section 13 (37) 

BRAHMAN HAS ALL THE QUALITIES FOR THE CREATION 
OF THE WORLD 

II. 1 . 37. sarva-dharmopapattes ca 

And because all the qualities {for the creation of the world) are present 
[in Brahman). 

sarva: all; dharma: qualities; upapatteh: on account of presence or 
availability; ca: and. 

The qualities of Brahman , omniscience and so on, are such as to 
enable Brahman to create the world. 

Baladeva suggests that the Lord is possessed of paradoxical and 
mysterious powers and it is possible for the Lord to have not only 
the attributes of perfect justice and impartiality but also the quality 
of showing special favour to his devotees. 



Section 1 (1-10) 

CONSIDERATION OF THE SAMKHYA THEORY 
II. 2. J. racandnupapattes ca nanumanam 

Became the orderly management of the world is not possible (on that 
hypothesis ), that which is inferred (by the Sdmkhya, viz. the pradhdna) 
cannot be (the cause of the world). 

racand: orderly arrangement; anupapatteh: because (it is) im¬ 
possible; ca: and; na: not; anumdnam: that which is inferred. 

The second part of the second chapter is devoted to the refutation 
of the more important philosophical views in regard to the cause of 
the world which are opposed to the Vedanta position. In the first 
section of this part the Sdmkhya view, which has already been 
briefly considered, is taken up. It is shown that a non-intelligent 
first cause such as the pradhdna cannot account for the creation and 
orderly arrangement of the world. Here S. says that we refute the 
Sdmkhya theory by independent arguments and not by reference to 
the Vedic texts. 1 

The different phases of the cosmic process, its evolution from the 
primal nothingness, a matter still unformed but capable of receiving 
all forms gave rise to elements. These advanced to higher forms; 
organisms appeared and man attained to reason. These phases 
constitute the history of the generation of the universe and suggest 
the realisation of a plan. Religion has to fight today not heresy but 
materialism. 

The Sdmkhya argues that as vessels made of clay have clay alone 
as their cause, even so the external and internal world of effects, 
whether house, body or mind, endowed as it is with the characteristics 
of pleasure, pain or infatuation must have for its cause a being 
which possesses these characteristics. These qualities together form 
the pradhdna. Like clay it is non-conscious. It evolves spontaneously 
into various modifications for the sake of fulfilling the purposes of the 
soul, viz. the enjoyment of worldly pleasures and release. There are 
other reasons also which lead us to infer that pradhdna is the cause of 
the world. See Sdmkhya Kdrikd 15. 

The answer to this objection is next given. A non-conscious object 
like stone cannot serve any purpose, unless it is guided by an 
intelligent being. Palaces and pleasure gardens do not come into 
existence of their own accord. How can this world with its wonderful 
variety and arrangement be created by an unconscious principle? 
Vessels are made out of clay only if a potter is there; so also pradhdna 
can evolve only under the guidance of an intelligent being. This is in 

1 iha tu vdkya-nirapek$as svatantras tad-yukti-pratisedhafr kriyata ity esa 
vi£e$afr. 
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conformity with sruti which declares that there is an intelligent cause 
of the world. 

Ca: and, indicates other reasons for not accepting pradhana as 
the cause. The external and internal objects of the world are not of the 
nature of pleasure, pain and infatuation, but they occasion these 
feelings in the individual according to their mental condition. If the 
followers of the Sdmkhya from their limited observation tell us that 
some distinct and limited things like roots, sprouts, etc., are the 
results of the conjunction of several things and therefore all objects 
of the world are effects of conjunctions of several things, we can also 
say to them that the three constituent qualities of pradhana, sattva , 
rajas and tamas arise on account of previous conjunctions of several 
things, for they also limit one another and are distinct and separate. 

R. and Srikantha combine this and the next sutra into one. 


II. 2. 2. pravyttei ca 

On account of the tendency to activity. 

pravytteh: because of the tendency to activity; ca: and. 

Even according to the Sdmkhya, the original disturbance of the 
three gtinas from the condition of equipoise which is essential for 
creative manifestation cannot be due to the unintelligent pradhana. 
Clay does not change into pots without the help of a potter nor does a 
chariot move without a horse. So pradhana cannot be the cause of 
the world unless there is an ultimate intelligent principle. 

It may be argued that we do not see the principle of intelligence or 
its activity. Only the existence of the intelligent principle and not its 
activity can be inferred from the actions which take place in a living 
body which is dissimilar in nature to inanimate objects like chariots. 

The intelligent principle is found only when there exists a body 
and no intelligent principle is found when there is no physical body. 
So the materialists (lokdyatikas) argue that intelligence is a mere 
attribute of the body. Activity belongs only to what is non-intelligent. 
S. replies that though activity is observed in non-intelligent things, 
it is due to an intelligent principle. Even the materialists admit that 
activity is present in a living body and not in a corpse, in a chariot 
drawn by a horse and not a mere chariot. Intelligence therefore 
possesses the power to move. If it is said that, according to the 
Vedanta, pure consciousness is incapable of activity and incapable of 
making others active, $. says that a thing may be devoid of volition 
and yet capable of moving other things. A magnet may not move 
itself but moves a piece of iron. The Supreme Being can move the 
universe, himself remaining unmoved. If it is said that there is one 
Brahman and nothing else and therefore there can be no motion at 
all, S. answers by saying that, as the entire world of names and forms 
is the work of mdyd or avidyd, God too is conceived as connected with 
it as the substratum on which the appearance rests. So there is scope 
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for activity if the ultimate cause is conceived to be Brahman , and 
not when it is taken to be non-intelligent pradhana. 

R.says that the Sdmkhya assumes three gunas and not one ultimate 
cause. If it is said that creation is accomplished, as the three gunas 
are unlimited, then R. says, if they are unlimited and therefore 
omnipresent, then no inequality can result and so no effects can 
originate. To explain the origination of results, it is necessary to 
assume limitation of the gunas. 

II. 2. 3. payo mbuvac cct fair dpi 

If it be said that (pradhana may be active) like water and milk (we say 
that) then too (the activity is due to an intelligent principle). 
payah: milk; ambu: water; vat: like; cet: if it be said; tatra: then; 
api: even. 

If it be said that if milk flows naturally for the nourishment of the 
calf and water flows for the benefit of mankind, even so pradhana 
may transform itself into the world for enabling men to achieve the 
highest end of life, S. replies that, as in the case of chariots, the non- 
intelligcnt milk and water must be assumed to be guided by intelli¬ 
gence. Besides, it is the intelligent cow loving her calf that makes the 
milk to flow and the flow is aided by the sucking of the calf. The flow 
of the water depends on the level of the ground. In a general way it is 
dependent on the intelligent principle of Brahman which is present 
everywhere. See B.U. III. 7. 4; III. 8. 9. There is no contradiction 
between this and II. 1. 24 where it was shown from ordinary 
experience that the effect may take place in itself, independent of any 
external, instrumental cause. This does not conflict with the view 
based on Scripture, that all effects depend on the Lord. 

R. uses the illustrations in a different way. Milk when turning into 
curds undergoes, of itself, many changes. It does not depend on 
anything else. Similarly, water discharged from the clouds spon¬ 
taneously proceeds to transform itself into various saps and juices of 
different plants. So also pradhana whose essential nature is change, 
may, without being guided by another agent, abide in equipoise 
between two creations and then, when the time for creation arises, 
may modify itself into various effects due to the loss of equilibrium 
on the part of the gunas. See Sdmkhya Karikd I. 16. 

R. says that even in these instances of milk and water, activity is 
not possible without the presence of an intelligent principle. 

Srinivasa adds that the cow gives milk even when the calf is dead 
because she remembers the calf or because she loves her master and 
wishes to be of benefit to him. 

II. 2. 4. vyatirekdnavasthites cdnapeksatvdt 

And because there is nothing different , (pradhana is not the cause ) on 
account of non-dependence . 
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vyatireka: different, separate, other; anavasthiteh: because of non¬ 
existence; ca: and; anapeksatvdt: on account of non-dependence. 

Since, according to the Sdmkhya, pradhdna is the three gunas in 
equilibrium and there is no other principle which can make it active 
or inactive, it is impossible to know why it should sometimes 
transform itself into the effects of mahat , etc., and at other times not. 
Purusa is indifferent and so cannot cause action or cessation from 
activity. God, on the other hand, as a principle of intelligence, can 
act or not as he chooses. 

R. says that pradhdna guided by the Lord explains the alternating 
states of creation and dissolution which are to carry out God's 
purposes. Pradhdna which is not guided by an intelligent principle 
cannot account for them. 

Srinivasa gives an alternative explanation. Pradhdna cannot be 
the cause because there is no object to be instigated and there is no 
instigator other than pradhdna. If the works of souls stimulate 
pradhdna to creation, then works will be the cause of the world and 
not pradhdna. Besides, how can works stimulate pradhdna? The 
works bear fruits according to the wishes of the Lord. It cannot be 
said that pradhdna acts through the proximity to pnrnsa for this 
proximity being eternal, its activity should also be eternal. See 
11.2.7. 

II. 2. 5. anyatrdbhdvac ca na trnddivat 

Nor (does pradhdna modify itself spontaneously) like grass, etc. (which 
turn into milk) for (milk) does not exist elsewhere (than in the cow). 
anyatra: elsewhere; abhavdt: because of absence; ca: and; na: not; 
trna-ddi-vat: like grass and other things. 

Grass is transformed into milk without any other cause. If there 
were any other cause, men would employ it to produce as much milk 
as they liked. It is a natural process. We may expect the same in 
pradhdna. The answer is that some other cause is responsible for 
changing grass into milk. It is only grass that is eaten by a cow that 
changes into milk and not grass that is not eaten or eaten by an ox. 
An event need not be said to be natural simply because men cannot 
accomplish it. Things not brought about by men are brought about 
by divine activity. Even men feed the cows with plenty of grass, if 
they need more milk. So we cannot admit the spontaneous modifi¬ 
cation of pradhdna. 

II. 2. 6. abhyupagame *py arihdbhdvdt 

Even if there be the admission (of the spontaneous activity of pradhdna 
still it cannot be the cause) on account of the absence of a purpose, 
abhyupagame: admitting; api: even; artha: purpose; abhavdt: on 
account of absence. 

If pradhdna is said to be active spontaneously, it means that it is 
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not in need of any other principle, that it acts independently of any 
purpose. But the Sdthkhya holds that the pradhana becomes active 
for fulfilling the purpose of man. What is the purpose? It cannot be 
to provide appropriate pleasures and pains to the purusa , for the 
purusa is eternally unchanging and cannot undergo modifications of 
increase or decrease in his nature. If pleasure and pain are the only 
motives for the activity of pradhana , then there would be no release. 
The purpose cannot be to achieve the liberation of purusa for 
purusa is in the state of liberation even before the activity of 
pradhana. If the motive is not to provide with the pleasures and 
pains of life, there would be no empirical life at all. If it is said that 
both the pleasures and pains and liberation are the purposes, we find 
that neither is possible. Liberation is not possible for the objects 
produced by pradhana are infinite and there would be no occasion at 
all for final release. Satisfaction of human purposes cannot be 
attributed to pradhana for it is not intelligent. We cannot attribute 
desire to purusa which is pure and passionless. If, to avoid all these 
difficulties, we say that pradhana acts on account of its inherent 
power to produce and the power of purusa to look on, samsdra will be 
permanent and there will be no liberation at all. We cannot therefore 
maintain that pradhana enters on its activity for the purposes of the 
soul. 

In R.’s commentary, this sutra is No. 8. He quotes Sdmkhya 
Kdrika I. 2. 1, that the purpose of pradhana is fruition and final 
release on the part of the soul. But both these are impossible. As the 
soul consists of pure intelligence, is inactive, changeless and spotless 
and is eternally emancipated, it is not capable of either fruition or 
consciousness of prakrti or release which is separation from prakrti. 
If nearness to prakrti makes the soul capable of fruition, i.e. of being 
conscious of pleasure and pain which are special modifications of 
prakrti , it follows that as prakrti is ever near, the soul will never 
accomplish emancipation. 

II. 2. 7. purusasmavad iti cet tathapi 

If it be said that {the purusa moves the pradhana as a lame) man (may 
lead a blind man) or as the magnet (may attract the iron), thus also (the 
difficulty remains ). 

purusa: person; asmavat: like magnet; iti cet: if it be said; tathd: 
thus; api: also. 

Even if it be said that like a lame man devoid of the power of 
motion but possessing the power of sight makes the blind man who is 
able to move but not to see and move of his own or, like a magnet, not 
moving itself moves the iron, so the soul moves th e pradhana, we say 
that this doctrine is not free from difficulties. First of all, the 
position that pradhana moves of itself is abandoned. Again, how can 
the indifferent purusa move the pradhana ? A lame man makes a blind 
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man move by means of words and the like but the purusa is devoid of 
action and qualities. We cannot say that pradhana moves by mere 
proximity as the magnet moves the iron. As this proximity is 
permanent, so movements should also be treated as permanent. The 
proximity of the magnet to iron is not permanent but depends on a 
certain activity and adjustment of the magnet in a certain position. 
So the analogies of the lame man and the magnet do not apply. 
Pradhana is non-intelligent and purusa is indifferent and there is no 
third principle and so there can be no connection between the two. 
If the soul sees and pradhana is capable of being seen, then capacities 
which are permanent imply the impossibility of final release. For 
§, the Highest Self endowed with may a is superior to the purusa of 
the Sdmkhya . 

For R., this is the fifth sutra. 

II. 2. 8 . ahgitvanupapattei ca 

And because the relation of principal [and subordinate) is impossible 
(pradhana cannot be active). 

ahgitva: the relation of principal; anupapatteh: on account of im¬ 
possibility; ca: and. 

Pradhana cannot be active as the three gunas, sattva, rajas and 
lamas abide in themselves in a state of equipoise without standing 
to one another in the relation of principal and subordinate. For 
activity the equipoise should be disturbed. There is no external 
principle to stir up the gunas. 

For R. this is sutra 6 . He says that in the pralaya state there is no 
relation of superiority and subordination among the gunas and so the 
world cannot originate. If it be said that there is a certain inequality 
even in the state of pralaya , then creation would be eternal. 

II. 2. 9. anyathdnumitau ca jha-iakti-viyogdt 

And if there be an inference in another way , (pradhana cannot still be 
the cause) on account [of pradhana) being devoid of the power of being 
a knower. 

anyathd: in another way; anumitau: if inferred; ca: and; jha-sakti: 
the power of being a knower; viyogdt: being devoid of. 

We may infer the nature of the gunas from that of their effects and 
say that gunas are of an unsteady nature and so enter into a relation 
of mutual inequality even while they are in a state of equipoise. Even 
then the objection holds that a non-intelligent pradhana cannot 
account for the orderly arrangement of the world. If the Sdmkhya 
attributes intelligence to pradhana, then it admits our position that 
there is one intelligent cause of the multiform world. Pradhana 
would then be equivalent to Brahman. 1 Even if the gunas are capable 

1 cetanam ekam aneka-prapancasya jagata upddanam iti brahma-vada¬ 
pt asangat. i. 
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of undergoing inequality in spite of their equipoise, there must be an 
adequate cause for it; or else if they were an operative cause, being a 
non-changing circumstance, the world always would be samara and 
there would be no scope for release. 

In R., this is sutra 7 . 

II. 2 . 10. vipratisedhdc cdsamahjasarn 

And on account of contradictions , (the Sdrhkhya doctrine) is unsatis¬ 
factory . 

vipratiscdhdt: on account of contradictions; ca: and; asamanjasam: 
is not satisfactory. 

$. points out that the Sdrhkhya mentions seven senses and some¬ 
times eleven. In some places it teaches that the subtle elements of 
material things proceed from the great principle, maliat , at others 
from the self-sense or aham-kdra. Sometimes it speaks of three 
internal organs, and sometimes of one only. Besides, it contradicts 
Scripture which declares that the Lord is the cause of the world. 

The Sdmkhya brings a countercharge that the Vedanta does not 
make a distinction between the suffering souls and the objects which 
cause suffering since it believes that Brahman is the self of everything 
and the cause of the whole world. If the causes of suffering and the 
sufferer constitute one self, it follows that final release is impossible. 
If they are assumed to constitute separate classes, then the possi¬ 
bility of release is not excluded. S. replies that the distinction of the 
two classes is in the phenomenal world only. The distinction between 
the two, the suffering soul and the cause of suffering, is the product 
of avidyd. 

R. criticises the Sdrhkhya view. The eternally non-active, 
unchanging purusa cannot become witness, an enjoying and cognising 
agent. It cannot be subject to error resting on superposition for these 
are of the nature of change. Mere proximity to prakyti cannot bring 
about changes. The Sdmkhya teaches that prakfti , when seen by any 
soul in her true nature, retires from that soul (Sdrhkhya Kdrika 
59 , 61 ). But as the soul is eternally released and above all change, it 
does not see prakrti; nor does it attribute to itself her qualities. 
Prakfti cannot see herself as she is non-intelligent; she cannot impute 
to herself the soul's seeing of itself as her seeing of herself. R. says 
that these difficulties are to be found in the theory of an eternally 
unchanging Brahman which, being conscious of avidyd , experiences 
unreal bondage and release. He feels that the Advaita doctrine is more 
irrational than the Sdrhkhya which admits a plurality of souls. 
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Section 2 (11-17) 

CONSIDERATION OF THE VAlSESIKA THEORY 

II. 2. 11. mahad-dlrghavad vd hrasva-parimandaldbhydm 

Or (;the teorld may originate from Brahman) as the great and the long 
(originate) from the short and the spherical . 

mahat-dfrgha-vat: as having dimensions of the great and the long; 
vd: or; Jirasva-parimandaldbhydm: from what is short and spherical. 

The Vaisesika argues that the qualities which inhere in the 
substance constituting the cause reappear in the substance con¬ 
stituting the effect. From white threads white cloth is produced. If 
the intelligent Brahman is the cause of the world, intelligence must 
be present in the effect also. But this is not the case. So the intelligent 
Brahman cannot be the cause of the world. The answer is given in the 
sulra. According to the Vaisesika , from spherical atoms binary 
compounds are produced which are minute and short and ternary 
compounds which are big and long but not anything spherical; again 
from binary compounds which are minute and short, ternary 
compounds, etc., are produced which arc big and long and not 
minute and short. So a non-intelligent world may spring from 
intelligent Brahman. If it is argued that the binary and ternary 
compounds are endowed with qualities opposed in nature to those 
of the causes, so that qualities of the causes being overpowered do 
not appear in the effects, it is said that non-intelligence is not a 
quality opposed in nature to intelligence but its very negation. So 
there is nothing to prevent Brahman from reproducing its quality of 
intelligence in the world. The reply is given to this objection. The two 
cases are parallel. If the qualities of sphericity and so on existing in 
the cause do not produce corresponding effects, it is the same with 
intelligence. Endowment with other qualities does not modify the 
power of originating effects which belongs to sphericity. For it is 
admitted that the substance produced remains for a moment devoid 
of qualities and only after that, other qualities begin to exist. The 
origin of other forms is due to other causes. See Vaisesika Sutra 
VII. 1. 9, 10, 17. So if sphericity, etc., do not produce like effects, it is 
due to their own nature. If it is the nature of sphericity, etc., not to 
produce like effects, it may be the nature of Brahman to produce an 
unlike effect, the non-intelligent world. Besides, there is also the 
observed fact that, from conjunction (samyoga) there originate 
substances belonging to a class different from that to which con¬ 
junction itself belongs. The doctrine that effects should belong to the 
same class as the causes from which they spring is too wide. See also 
II. 1. 6. 

Bhaskara adopts this interpretation. 

R. and Nimbarka hold that this sutra refutes the theory of atoms 
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constituting the universal cause. If the atoms consist of parts, there 
will result an infinite regress; if they are without parts, they cannot 
account for the production of other evolutes. The atomic view is 
untenable. 

II. 2. 12. ubhayathdpi na karmdtas tad-abhdvah 

Even in both ways activity is not possible (on the part of the atoms); 
hence the absence of that (the creation of the world), 
ubhayathdpi: even in both ways; na: not; karma: activity; atah: 
hence; tat-abhavah: absence of that. 

$. states the atomic theory and then criticises it. The conjunction 
which takes place between the separate atoms at the time of creation 
is due to some action like the one required to bring about the 
conjunction of threads into a piece of cloth. The action implies effort 
on the part of the soul or the impact of one thing like wind against 
another tree. The effort of the soul is possible only when the mind is 
joined with the soul and there is impact only after the creation of 
products like wind, etc. But neither is possible in the state of dissolu¬ 
tion for then there is neither the physical body nor any evolved 
product or thing except in its atomic condition. Creation out of atoms 
is inexplicable. If it is said that the principle of adfsta, the unseen 
accumulation of merits and demerits causes the original motion of 
the atoms, where does it reside, in the soul or in the atoms? As a non- 
intelligent principle, it cannot be the cause of action. Nor can it be 
guided by the soul for, according to the Vaisesika , the soul is not 
intelligent. Even if it is said to reside in the soul, there will be no 
connection between the principle and the atom. If the unseen 
principle in the soul is said to be connected with the atoms indirectly, 
there will be perpetual activity and perpetual creation and therefore 
no dissolution at all. In the absence of any definite cause of action, 
there will be no activity in the atoms and so no creation. Even 
dissolution will be impossible in the absence of any visible cause for 
the separation of atoms. 

R. asks whether adfsta resides in atoms or souls and rejects both 
views. 

II. 2. 13. samavdyabhyupagamac ca samyad anavasthiteh 

And because of the admission of the relation of inherence , and on account 
of infinite regress (arising therefrom) because of sameness (there will be 
neither creation nor dissolution ). 

samavdya: the relation of inherence; abhyupagamdt: on account of 
admission; ca: and; sdmyat: owing to sameness; anavasthiteh: on 
account of infinite regress. 

The relation of samavdya cannot account for the creation and 
dissolution of the world. A binary which inheres in two atoms is 
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different from them and the relation of inherence which is equally 
different from two atoms must be inherent in them on account of a 
second relation of samavdya and so on ad infinitum. If samavdya is 
said to be eternally present in the things seen here and before us, 
samyoga also may be said to be eternally connected with things which 
are joined together and need not depend on a further connection, 
samavdya. Both of them are different from the terms they relate. 


II. 2. 14. nityam eva ca bhdvdt 

And there will be permanent {activity or non-activity of atoms) alone on 
account of existence. 

nityam: permanent; eva: alone; ca: and; bhdvdt: on account of 
existence. 

The atoms may be essentially active or non-active or both or 
neither. If active, there will be no dissolution; if non-active there 
would be no creation. Their being both is impossible because of 
mutual contradiction. If they were neither, their activity or non¬ 
activity would depend on an operative cause. Such causes as adrsta 
being in permanent proximity to the atoms, permanent activity would 
result. If they are not operative causes, permanent non-activity will 
result. So the atomist view is untenable. 

R. says that if the samavdya relation is eternal, that to which the 
relation belongs is also eternal and so the world is eternal. Srlkantha 
and Bakuleva accept this position. 


II. 2. 15. rupddimattvdc ca viparyayo darianat 

And on account {of the atoms) having colour and so on, the opposite 
conclusion {will follow) because it is observed {in daily experience), 
rupddimattvdt: on account of possessing colour and so on; ca: and; 
viparyayah: an opposite conclusion; darsandt: because it is observed. 

The Vaiiesika assumes that when substances are broken up into 
parts, a limit is reached beyond which the process of breaking up 
cannot be continued. The atoms are the limit. They belong to four 
different classes, are eternal, possess the qualities of colour, etc. 
These are the originating principles from out of which this material 
world of colour, form, etc., is made. 

If atoms have colour, etc., then they are gross and non-permanent. 
We find from daily experience that things possessing colour, etc., are, 
compared to their causes, gross and non-permanent. A piece of cloth 
is gross when compared to the threads of which it is made and non- 
permanent; so the threads are gross compared to the filaments of 
which they are made. So the atoms possessing colour must be gross 
and non-eternal compared to their causes. So Vaisesika Sutra (IV. 
1.1) that That which exists without having a cause is eternal' does 
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not apply to the atoms. Secondly, the reason which the Vaisesika 
gives for the permanence of the atoms, that if, as causes, they are not 
permanent, there is no point in referring to the non-eternity of 
effects (Vaisesika Sutra IV. 1. 4) is not satisfactory. The eternal 
cause may be Brahman. Again, a word need not always imply the 
existence of the thing implied by the word. The object must be 
established as existing by other means of knowledge. If ignorance or 
non-perception of the cause is assigned as the reason for believing 
that the atoms are eternal, this is too wide for we may believe even 
binary compounds to be eternal for they produce perceptible effects 
and are themselves produced by non-perceived atoms. If it is said 
that non-perception in IV. 1. 5 means that the atoms cannot be 
destroyed either by the destruction of the cause or by disintegration 
and therefore they are to be regarded as eternal, we reply that this 
reasoning applies only to things that come into being as the result of 
the combination of several substances. Then the tilings perish wdien 
the substances become separate from each other or are themselves 
destroyed, but the view of the Vedanta is that the destruction of the 
effect is possible only by a modification in its condition as solid ghee 
is destroyed when it is reduced to a liquid condition. So atoms may 
not be destroyed or disintegrated but may be transformed into a prior 
non-atomic condition, which is the condition of the being of Brahman. 


II. 2. 16. uhhayathd ca dosat 

And on account of defect in both ways. 

uhhayathd: both ways; ca: and; dosat: owing to defect. 

Earth has the qualities of smell, taste, colour and touch and is 
gross. Water has colour, taste and touch and is line; fire has colour 
and touch and is finer still; air is finest of all, having the quality of 
touch only. Do the atoms constituting the four elements possess a 
larger or smaller number of qualities than their elements? If we say 
that some atoms possess more numerous qualities, then their size will 
be increased and they will cease to be atoms. If to save the equality 
of atoms, we say that there is no difference in the number of 
their qualities, they must have one quality only, then we will not 
perceive touch in fire or colour and touch in water or taste, colour 
and touch in earth, since the qualities of effects have for their 
antecedents the qualities of their causes. If all atoms are assumed to 
have all the four qualities we should perceive what we do not actually 
perceive, smell and taste in air. For all these reasons the atomic 
doctrine is unacceptable. 

This is sutra 15 in R. and Srlkantha. 

R. says that there is defect in both ways, i.e. either if the atoms be 
possessed of colour, etc., or if they be not. On the first view, they 
cannot be eternal; on the second, their effects cannot be possessed of 
colour and the rest. 
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II. 2. 17. afarigrahde cdtyantam anapeksd 

And because of non-acceptance there must be an absolute disregard {of 
the atomic theory ). 

aparigrahdt: on account of non-acceptance; ca: and; atyantam: 
complete or absolute; anapeksd: disregard. 

Some competent persons accept the Sdmkhya but not the 
Vaisesika. While the Vaisesika holds that there are six categories it 
makes substance the principal one on which the other five are 
dependent. If these arc dependent, then they may be different forms 
and conditions of one and the same substance. But this is to give up 
the Vaisesika point of view. It cannot be said that substance and 
quality are separate for in a white blanket, a red cow or a blue lotus, 
the qualities of white, red and blue reside only in some substances. 
If it is said that substance and qualities stand in the relation of one 
not being able to exist without the other (ayutasiddhi) , then they 
must be either non-separate in place, non-separate in time or non¬ 
separate in character and none of these alternatives agrees with the 
Vaisesika principles. Again, the distinction between samyoga or 
conjunction of things which can exist separately and samavdya or 
inherence or connection of things which are incapable of separate 
existence is futile since the cause which exists before the effect 
cannot be said to be incapable of separate existence. If it is argued 
that it is the effect which is inherent in the cause, the quality cannot 
exist independently and apart, say from a piece of cloth. How can the 
quality which has not come into existence be related to the cause at 
all? Nor can it be said that the effect comes into existence first and is 
then related with the cause for this would mean that the effect 
exists prior to its coming into existence and is capable of separate 
existence. The relation between the two is conjunction and not 
inherence. Again, there is no proof to show that samyoga and 
samavdya are themselves actual entities beyond the things in which 
they exist as relations. Simply because things have names of their 
own and produce distinct cognitions in us, it does not follow that they 
are actual entities. Things have an original nature of their own before 
they acquire a new nature on account of their being related with other 
things. Samyoga and samavdya have no nature of their own apart 
from what accrues to them from the relatedness of the things. Atoms 
cannot enter into samyoga with each other and samyoga of the soul 
with the atoms cannot be the cause of the motion of the latter and 
samyoga of the soul and manas cannot be the cause of cognitions for 
these have no parts. If we are asked to assume samavdya because 
otherwise the relation of that which abides and the abode is not 
possible we will be guilty of mutual dependence. The Vaisesika 
doctrine cannot be sustained. 



378 The Brahma Sutra 

Section 3 (18-27) 

CONSIDERATION OF THE SARVASTIVADA 

II. 2. 18. samuddya ubhaya-hetu-ke pi tad-afrdptih 
Even {if we assume) collections due to two causes, it is not established . 
samitddyah: collection; ubhayahetuke: due to two causes; a pi: even; 
tad-apraptih: there is non-establishment of that. 

S. refers to the different developments of Buddhism and mentions 
three, the Sautrdntika and the Vaibhasika which believe in the reality 
of every object, sarvdstivdda ; and the Vijhdnavdda which opines that 
thought alone is real. For the nihilists everything is void or unreal; 
they adopt Sunyavdda. 

The Vaiblidsikas maintain the reality of external objects which 
are directly perceivable. The Sautrdntikas hold that external objects 
are inferable through cognition and are not directly perceived. The 
Vijndnavddins maintain the reality of cognitions alone without any 
substratum. All these are of the view that the objects admitted by 
them are momentary. The view of Sunyavdda is that everything is 
void. In this sutra , realism is taken up for consideration. The realists 
assume that the external world of elements, sense-organs and 
qualities and the internal world are both real. The external world 
arises out of four kinds of atoms, earth, water, fire and air. The 
inward world consists of five groups or skandhas : riipa (sensation), 
vijhana (knowledge), vedand (feeling), samjnd (verbal knowledge) 
and samskdra (dispositions). Neither the atoms nor the skandhas can 
achieve the groupings as assumed by the realists. They are non¬ 
in telligent. If they are assumed to be active of their own nature, they 
will be always active and there will be no scope for release. The 
activity of the mind which is said to be the cause of the collections is 
not possible without the accomplishment of the groupings, i.e. 
without the presence of the body. The theory does not allow the 
existence of any other permanent and intelligent being such as the 
soul which enjoys and the Lord who governs. A series of cognitions of 
one’s own self cannot be the cause. If the series is different in 
character from the several momentary cognitions of which it is made, 
then this is to admit a permanent self. If the series is momentary, it 
cannot be active and bring into being the external and the internal 
w r orlds. 

R. asks how on the doctrine of momentariness, the aggregates the 
theory postulates can ever come into being. If we are referred to the 
doctrine of dependent origination, pratitya-samutpada, it does not 
solve the difficulty. For, though ignorance may lead to desire and so 
on as they say and in the end to ignorance once again, this does not 
explain the origination of the aggregates about which there is 
ignorance. To take the shell for silver may be an act of ignorance. 
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But how about the aggregate which is known as the shell and what is 
the substratum of ignorance in this case? Ignorance does not account 
for that. Again, every tiling being momentary, the subject who 
experiences the silver in the shell passes away witli that experience. 
If desire and aversion result from ignorance, they occur not to a 
subject that was ignorance but to a different subject. We are thus 
left with the anomalous consequence of one man’s ignorance causing 
another's suffering. 

Srinivasa says that the view is faulty since it rejects Brahman, 
admits the collections of atoms, unseen and unheard, but a cause for 
their collection is impossible. 

II. 2. 19. itaretara-pratyayatvdd iti cen notpaltimatra-nimittatvdt 

If it be said that (groupings of atoms and skandhas are possible) on 
account of mutual causality (of avidya and the rest), (we say) they are 
the cause only of origin (and not of groupings). 

itaretara: mutual; pratyayatvat: on account of causality; iti cet: if it 
be said; na: not so; utpatti: origin; mdtra: only; nimittatvat: because 
of being the cause. 

R. reads pratyayatvdd upapannam . ... If it be said that it is to be 
explained through mutual causality. . . . 

Nimbarka follows this reading. 

Bhaskara reads . . . pratyayamanyatvdt. 

The objection is raised that, even though there is no permanent 
ruling principle, the world of samsdra is made possible because of the 
causal force of the series beginning with avidya and ending with death 
and return to life. The answer to this is given that that causality 
accounts for the origination of the different members and not for 
their groupings, external and internal. The series of avidya, etc., are 
themselves dependent on groupings and so cannot account for them. 
Even if we assume that the two avidya and the rest and the groupings 
of the atoms and the skandhas arise simultaneously, it may be asked 
whether the successive groupings are like or unlike each other. In the 
former case they will be unable to change; in the latter they will 
change, irrespective of their good or bad actions. Again, if even the 
souls are momentary, how can they wait till the formation of the 
objects of enjoyment? Release and enjoyment become impossible. 

II. 2. 20. uttarotpdde ca piirva-nirodhdt 

Because on the origination of the subsequent (moment) the preceding one 
ceases to be (therefore there can be no causal relation between avidya and 
the rest). 

uttar a: subsequent; utpdde: as it arises; ca: and; purva: preceding; 
nirodhdt: on account of ceasing to be. 

Between two momentary things, there cannot be any relation for 
the first has ceased to be, w'lien the second comes to exist. If we say 
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that every consequent has in it the essence of the antecedent, we 
deny the doctrine of universal momentariness. If origin and destruc¬ 
tion are the earlier and the later stages of one and the same thing, 
then the thing is assumed to exist for three moments of time. 

II. 2. 21. asati pratijhoparodho yaugapadyam anyathd 

When ( 1 the cause ) is absent , (if the effect is present) there results the 
contradiction of the admitted principle or else simultaneity (of cause and 
effect). 

asati: when absent; pratijhd: an admitted principle; uparodhah: 
contradiction; yaugapadyam: simultaneity; anyathd: otherwise. 

If it be said that there may be an effect, even when there is no 
cause, the main principle of the school that the mind and its states 
arise on account of the four causes, material cause ( dlambana ), 
impression (samanantara) , sense (adhipati) and auxiliary cause 
(sahakari) will have to be given up. If no cause is required, anything 
may come into being at any time. If it is said that the antecedent 
continues to exist until the consequent is produced, we accept the 
simultaneous existence of cause and effect and reject the theory of 
universal momentariness. 

Baladeva interprets the phrase pratijhoparodhah as the con¬ 
tradiction of the initial proposition that the world originates from 
the skandhas. 

II. 2. 22. pratisamkhyapratisamkhyd-nirodhdprdptir aviccheddt 

Since there is no discontinuity in the series, there is the non-establishment 
of the voluntary and the involuntary destruction, 
pratisamkhyd: voluntary; apratisamkhyd: non-voluntary; nirodha: 
destruction; apraptih: non-establishment; aviccheddt: on account of 
non-discontinuity. 

The Buddhists maintain that universal destruction goes on 
constantly. They hold that whatever forms an object of knowledge 
and is different from the triad is produced and momentary. 1 The 
triad are non-substantial and merely negative in character, abhdva - 
mdtra. Destruction dependent on a voluntary act of the mind is 
when one by an act of will smashes a jar; destruction not so 
dependent is that which is due to the material decay of things. The 
third is dkdsa which means the absence of anything occupying space 
which will be taken up later. Destruction, dependent on voluntary or 
involuntary acts, is impossible for it must refer to the series of things 
as a whole or to the things themselves. The series cannot be destroyed 
for its members are connected together as cause and effect in an 
unbroken manner. The things cannot be destroyed for in the various 
states or conditions of a thing, there remains something by which the 


1 buddhi-bodhyam traydd anyat samskrtam k§anikam ca. 
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thing itself is recognised either by perception or by inference. So 
there is no kind of destruction possible. 

Bhaskara reads asambhavah for aviccheddt. 

II. 2. 23. ubhayathd ca dosdt 

And on account of defectiveness both ways. 

ubhayathd: both ways; ca: and; dosdt: on account of defectiveness. 

If destruction of avidyd, etc., results from perfect knowledge and 
the adoption of the ethical path, we must give up the view that 
destruction takes place without any cause. If avidyd, etc., are 
destroyed of their own accord, what is the use of the ethical path and 
the knowledge that everything is momentary, painful and void? 

R. makes out that both origination from nothing and passing away 
into nothing are impossible. If the effect originates from nothing, it 
will itself be of the nature of nothing; but the world is not seen to be 
of the nature of nothingness. Again, if that which exists undergoes 
destruction, it would follow that after one moment the entire world 
would pass away into nothingness. On both the views, origination and 
destruction cannot take place as described by the Buddhists. 
Srikantha follows R. Bhaskara does not mention this sutra. 

II. 2. 24. dkdse edvisesdt 

In the case of dkdsa also, there being no difference {it cannot be treated 
as a nonentity). 

dkdse: in the case of dkdsa; ca: also; avisesdt: on account of non- 
difference. 

Scripture says that dkdsa is an entity, a real thing. T.U. II. 1. It is 
inferred from the quality of sound as earth and the other elements 
are inferred from smell, etc. The Buddhists claim that dkdsa is the 
support of air. So it must be an entity. Again, we cannot say that 
dkd$a like the two kinds of destruction is a nonentity and at the same 
time eternal. That which is non-existent can be neither eternal nor 
non-eternal. 

R. says that when we say ‘here a hawk flies, there a vulture', we 
are conscious of dkdsa as marking the different places of the flight of 
the different birds. It cannot be regarded as a nonentity. For R., 
non-existence, abhdva, is a special state of something actually 
existing. Even if dkdsa were admitted to be of the nature of abhdva, 
it would not be a futile nonentity, na nirupdkhyatvam . 

II. 2. 25. anusmrtes ca 

And on account of remembrance. 

anusmrteh: on account of remembrance; ca: and. 

If we believe in the doctrine of universal momentariness, then the 
experiencing subject will also be momentary and the act of 
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remembrance becomes inexplicable. The subject cognising a thing 
and the subject remembering it should be the same. The moments of 
cognition and recognition, perception and remembrance should 
belong to the same person and so he cannot be regarded as 
momentary. If it be said that belief in one and the same experiencing 
subject arises from the similarity of two or more cognitions of the 
self, the recognition of similarity implies a person who is permanent 
enough to discern the similarity of different cognitions. To argue that 
the knowledge of similarity is a new cognition independent of prior 
cognitions occupying the different moments or of a permanent 
experiencing subject, etc., does not help, for when we say this is 
similar to that, this and that as well as similarity between them are 
expressed in one act of judgement. If similarity were a distinct 
cognition unconnected with things which are similar, then similarity 
has no reference to this or that. It is an admitted fact. Whatever may 
be said with regard to objects, there can be no doubt with reference 
to the conscious subject. He is distinctly aware that he is the same 
subject who remembers today what he apprehended yesterday. 

R. means by anusmjii , recognition. 1 He points out that not only 
recognition but inference which presupposes the ascertainment and 
remembrance of general propositions would become inexplicable. He 
would not even be able to prove the assertion that things are 
momentary for the subject perishes the very moment he states the 
proposition to be proved and another subject will be unable to 
complete what has been begun by another and about which he 
himself does not know anything. 

Srinivasa says that if a permanent soul were not acknowledged, 
there would be no practical activities at all. 

II. 2. 26. ndsatodrstatvat 

(Entity does) not (arise) from non-existence since it is not observed, 
na: not; asatah: from non-existence; adrsfatvai: since it is not seen 
(observed). 

Those who hold that the effect does not arise without the 
destruction of the cause, maintain that existent things spring from 
non-existent ones. This view is refuted by the sUtra. If things spring 
from non-existence, there is no point in the assumption of special 
causes. Non-existence is the same in all cases. Sprouts could not come 
from seeds but from the horns of hares, which we do not observe. If it 
is said that there are different kinds of non-existence with special 
features, then they cease to be non-existent and become entities. 
Non-existence as such cannot possess causal efficiency. Again, if 
existence came from non-existence all effects would be affected by 
non-existence whereas they are positive entities distinguished by 

1 amtsmaratiam purvdnubhuta-vastu-vi$ayarh jUdnam pratyabhijfidnam ity 
arthak. R. 
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special characteristics. When a seed becomes a sprout the cause is 
those permanent particles of the seed which are not destroyed (even 
when the seed undergoes decomposition). This doctrine of entity 
springing from non-entity, is inconsistent with their own view that all 
material aggregates spring from the atoms and mental aggregates 
from the skandhas. 

R. considers here the Sautrdntika view that to be an object of 
cognition means nothing more than to be the cause of the origination 
of cognition. So even a thing that has perished may have imparted 
its form to the cognition and on the basis of that form the object is 
inferred. The manifold character of cognitions is derived from the 
manifold character of real things. The sutra makes out that the 
special forms of cognitions cannot be the forms of things that have 
perished. For it is not observed that when a substrate of attributes 
perishes, its attributes pass over into another thing. The manifold¬ 
ness of cognitions can result from the manifoldness of things only on 
the condition of the persistence of the thing at the time of cognition. 

Srikantha begins a new section here. This sutra and the next deal 
with the refutation of the Sautrdntika view that an object is inferred 
from the impressions left on our mind by it. But a momentary and 
therefore non-existent entity cannot produce any impression. 

III. 2. 27. uddstndndm api caivam siddhih 

And thus there will be accomplishment on the part of the indifferent as 
well. 

uddstndndm: of indifferent (inactive) persons; api: even; ca: and; 
evam: thus; siddhih: accomplishment. 

If the doctrine that entity arises from non-entity is accepted, then 
non-cxistence can be achieved without any effort. Anyone can 
attain release. 

R. says that as all effects are accomplished without a cause, even 
perfectly inert men will accomplish all the ends to be reached in this 
and in the next life, including final release. 

Since there is never any attainment of knowledge or release by 
one who is inactive, this doctrine is false. 


Section 4 (28-32) 

CONSIDERATION OF VIJNANA-VADA 
II. 2. 28. ndbhdva upalabdheh 

The non-existence (of external objects) cannot be maintained on account 
of perception . 

na: not; abhavah: non-existence; upalabdheh: on account of per¬ 
ception. 
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In this sutra, the view that ideas are the only reality is considered. 
According to Vijndna-vada the process whose constituting members 
are the act of knowledge, the object of knowledge and the result of 
knowledge is altogether an internal one. Even if things exist in the 
outside w r orJd, we can have experience of them through mental 
processes. External objects cannot be apprehended for they are either 
atoms or their groupings. Atoms are imperceptible and so are their 
groupings which cannot be different from the atoms which enter 
them. The differences of cognitions of pillar, wall or jar are mental in 
character. The forms of the objects of knowledge are determined by 
ideas and not the reality of the external world. As our knowledge 
of objects in the form of ideas and of the objects themselves, is 
simultaneously presented, they must be one and the same. If they 
were different, we may be conscious of one and not of another. So 
Vijhana-vdda argues that the world of external things is not real. 
This view is confirmed by the similarity of our perceptions of waking 
life and experiences of our dreams and illusions. Our perceptions of 
objects are only simple ideas. The variety of ideas can be accounted 
for by samskdras or impressions of past ideas. The ideas and im¬ 
pressions succeed each other as necessarily as the seed and the sprout. 
Even the Vedanta admits that in dreams, when there are no external 
objects, knowledge arises on account of prior mental impressions. 

To all this the reply is made in this sutra. Our perceptions point 
out to us external things like pillars and walls. We are aware in 
perception, not of perception but of the object of perception. 
Vijndna-vada admits it when it says that the internal object of 
cognition appears like something external. If we have no experience of 
the external world, how can we say that it seems like something 
external? We apprehend things through means of knowledge. If there 
are no external objects, how can the ideas have the form of objects? 
If they have the form of objects it does not mean that objects have 
become reduced to forms. Objects are apprehended as external and 
distinct from ideas. Between the idea and the object there is not 
identity but only causal connection. We have knowledge of different 
attributes black and white as also of different objects. Again, if the 
ideas occupy different moments of time and vanish immediately 
after they have been felt in consciousness, we cannot say of them that 
they are either the knower or the known. If the idea does not last even 
for two consecutive moments, then there cannot be talk about ideas 
being different from each other, about anything being momentary 
and void, between individuals and classes, between existence and 
non-existence due to avidyd and about bondage and release. 

The Vijndna-vada argues that while an idea illumines by itself as a 
lamp, the external objects do not and so we become conscious of the 
idea and not of the external world. The obvious fact is that ideas 
make us aware of external things. We cannot say that one idea 
depends on another and so on for it is the self who cognises the ideas 
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and yet the self and the cognitions are of a different nature. They are 
related to each other as the knower and the known or as subject and 
object. The witnessing self exists by himself and cannot be doubted. 
This witnessing self of the Advaita Vedanta is one, permanent, and 
self-illuminating while the ideas of the Vijndna-vdda are transitory 
and many and therefore require for their manifestation an intelligent 
principle beyond them. 

Incidentally, this sutra repudiates the interpretation of the mdyd 
doctrine which holds that all objects are illusory or non-existent. It 
maintains the reality of external objects and says that cognitions 
arise from the contact of sense-organs with particular objects. The 
external object is other than the cognition of it. 

There are texts which look upon the world as self-contradictory 
and therefore non-existent. See, for example, the following verse 
from the Teja-bindiipanisad. 

vandhyd-kumara bhltis ced asti kincana 
sasa-spihgena ndgendro mptas cej jagad asti tat. 

If you are afraid of the barren womans son, if a serpent is killed 
when hit by the horns of a hare, then the world exists. 

II, 2. 29. vaidharmydc ca na svapnddivat 

And on account of difference in nature , (ideas of the waking life) are not 
like those in a dream, etc. 

vaidharmydt: on account of difference in nature; ca: and; na: not; 
svafnadivat: like dream, etc. 

If it is argued that ideas in the waking life arise as those in a dream, 
without the stimulus of external objects, the sutra states that the 
two kinds of ideas are different in nature. Whereas the dream-states 
are negated in waking life, waking experiences continue to exist 
without being negated. What we experience in dream is due to 
memory, while what we experience in waking life is immediate 
apprehension. The difference between remembered and perceived 
experience is marked by the presence and absence of objects. There¬ 
fore waking life is different from dream. 

Even admits that the things that we apprehend in the waking 
state are not negated in any state . 1 It will not be correct to argue 
that the Sutrakdra is here establisliing the phenomenal reality of the 
world, vyavaharika-satyatva, for the Buddhists do not deny it . 2 The 
sutra denies the subjective idealism of the Vijndna-vdda and affirms 
the extra-mental reality of the world of waking experience. 

1 naivam jagaritopalabdham vastu stambadikarii kasyancid apy avasthayam 
bddhyate. £. 

1 dve satye sam-upcUritya buddhdndm dharmadesand 
loke samvrti-satyarii ca satyarh ca paramarthatah. 

Nagarjuna: Mddhydmaha Kdrikd XXIV. 492. 

N 
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Bhaskara says that those who follow the Bauddha system are 
mdyd-vddins who are rejected by the Sutrakara A 


II. 2. 30. na bhdvo'nupalabdheh 

The existence of (impressions) is not (possible) on account of non- 
perception . 

na: not; bhdvah: existence; an-upalabdheh: on account of non¬ 
perception. 

Vijndna-vdda attempts to account for the variety of ideas by the 
variety of mental impressions without any reference to external 
objects. Without the perception of external objects, the existence of 
mental impressions is impossible. For the variety of mental 
impressions is caused by the variety of the objects perceived. How 
can various impressions arise if no external things are perceived? 
The positive and the negative method of argument 2 is in favour of 
the reality of external objects. Cognitions arise when there are 
external objects; they do not arise when there are no external 
objects. Even in the absence of impressions, we believe in the 
existence of the external world. Again, the impressions require a 
substratum in which they reside. Such a substratum cannot be 
cognised by any means of knowledge. 

R. argues that we do not perceive mere cognitions devoid of 
corresponding objects. We nowhere perceive cognitions not inherent 
in a cognising subject and not referring to objects. 3 Even dream 
cognitions are not devoid of objective content. 


II. 2. 31. ksanikatvdc ca 

And on account of (the dlaya-vijnana) being momentary , (it cannot be 

the substratum of mental impressions ). 

ksanikatvdt: on account of being momentary; ca: and. 

If pravftti-vijndna or the cognitions having the form of external 
things cannot be the substratum of impressions, even dlaya vijnana 
cannot be the substratum for it is also momentary in character. 
Facts of memory, recognition, etc., imply a being which continues to 
exist and is therefore connected with the past, the present and the 
future. 

As for the Sunya-vdda, §. contends that complete denial of every¬ 
thing is not possible except on the recognition of some truth which 
cannot be denied. 

R., Bhaskara and Srikantha do not mention this sutra. 

1 ye tu bauddha-matdvalambino mdyd-vddinas tepy anena nydyena sutra - 
kareyiaiva nirastd veditavyah, 

* anvaya and vyatireka. 

* na hy akartrkasydkarmakasya vd jUdnasya kvacid upalabdhijt. 
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II. 2. 32. sarvathanupapattei ca 

And on account of being defective in all ways, 
sarvathd: in all ways; anupapatteh: on account of being defective; 
ca: and. 

The different doctrines of the reality of external objects, or of ideas 
and general nothingness contradict one another. The Buddhist 
doctrine cannot be accepted. 

Bhaskara does not have this sutra. 

R. takes this sutra as a separate section dealing with the refutation 
of the Sunya-vada that nothing whatever is real. 

Modern existentialism is reminiscent of some forms of Advaita 
Vedanta and Buddhism that the quest for reality is prompted by 
the perception of the misery and vanity of existence. The world we 
know is various, mutable. Its events lapse into non-entity at the 
very moment of their birth. The world is sarhsdra , a perpetual flux 
of states and relations of things, an evershifting phantasmagoria of 
thoughts and perceptions devoid of any substance. The objects of 
empirical knowledge are unstable, contingent, for ever breaking 
down logically into new relations to other things, which, when 
scrutinised, prove equally relative and elusive. The glory of this 
imperfect world is that it puts us on the track of apprehending the 
Real Being which underlies and informs this unstable world. It also 
helps us to become emotionally detached from the triumphs and 
tragedies of life. 


Section 5 (33-36) 

CONSIDERATION OF JAINISM 
II. 2. 33. naikasminn asambhavdt 

(The Jaina doctrine) cannot (be accepted) on account of the impossi¬ 
bility (of contradictory attributes) in one thing, 
na: not; ekasmin: in one thing; asambhavdt: on account of impossi¬ 
bility. 

£. summarises the Jaina view according to which there are seven 
entities, jlva (soul), ajiva (non-soul), asrava 1 (issuing forward), 
samvara (restraint), nirjara 2 (destruction), bandha (bondage) and 
moksa (release). Soul and non-soul refer to the enjoying souls and the 
objects of enjoyment. Asrava is the forward movement of the senses 
towards their objects; samvara is the restraint of the activity of the 
senses; nirjara is self-mortification by which sin is destroyed; bandha 
or bondage consists of works and moksa or release is the ascent of the 
soul to the highest regions after bondage has ceased. These are 


1 a&ravati iti dirava. 


nirjarayati iti nirjara. 
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brought under the two categories of the soul and the non-soul. 
Sometimes five asti-kdyas or existing bodies are mentioned, viz. 
soul, jlva; body, pudgala; merit, dharma; demerit, adharma; space, 
dkdsa. The reasoning known as sapta-bhahgi-naya is applied to all 
these. Maybe it is; maybe it is not; maybe it is and is not; maybe it 
is indescribable; maybe it is and is indescribable; maybe it is not and 
it is indescribable; maybe it is and is not and is indescribable. 1 

The sutra says that this reasoning is untenable since contradictory 
attributes cannot belong to one and the same thing. A cognition of 
indefinite nature cannot be a source of knowledge. If indefiniteness 
belongs to all things, knowledge and the means of knowledge, 
knowing subject and the objects of knowledge, the Jain teachers do 
not teach us anything definite or certain. Again, to call the asti-kayas 
indescribable and yet to describe them is to contradict oneself. If 
heaven is nothing definite in regard to its existence or duration, how 
can one aim at it? As for the doctrine of atoms or pudgalas , it has 
already been refuted in considering the Vaisesika theory. 

The Jaina doctrine of anekdnta-vdda describes the complexity of 
objects. The different qualities possessed by an object are not 
contradictory to one another. 

II. 2. 34. evam cdtmakdrtsnyam 

And likewise (there results) the non-pervasiveness of the soul, 
evam: thus; ca: and; atma: the soul; akdrtsnyam: non-pervasiveness. 

For the Jainas, the soul has the same size as the body. Being 
limited in extent, it is non-eternal, anitya. If it enters a large body 
like that of an elephant, it cannot occupy the whole of it; in a small 
body like that of an ant, it will not have sufficient space. The same 
difficulties are felt if we consider the different stages of one person, 
his childhood, youth and old age. If it is argued that the soul 
consists of an infinite number of parts, which are capable of being 
compressed or expanded, then if the infinite particles occupy different 
places, they cannot be contained in a small body; if they occupy the 
same place, the size of the soul will always be very small. Again, 
where the soul has a limited extent, why should we assume that the 
particles are infinite in number? 

II. 2. 35. na ca parydyad apy avirodho vikdradibhyah 

Nor also is there non-contradiction (if particles join or fall away from 
the soul) by modification , on account of change and the rest, 
na: not; ca: and; parydyat: by modification; api: also; avirodhah: 
non-contradiction; vikdradibhyah: on account of change, etc. 

If the Jainas say that the particles join or fall away when the soul 

1 sydd asti, sydn nasti, sydd avaktavya, sydd asti ca nasti ca, sydd asti 
edvyaktavyai ca, sydn nasti edvaktavyas ca, sydd asti ca nasti edvaktavyas ca. 
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enters into a large or a small body, the sutra points out that this view 
implies that the soul is capable of undergoing change and is therefore 
non-permanent. This is inconsistent with the Jaina view of release of 
the soul, the ascent of the soul when its bonds are sundered; which is 
likened to the rise of the gourd to the surface of the water, when it is 
freed from the encumbering mud. The particles cannot be of the 
nature of self, since they have origin and destruction. We cannot say 
that one of these particles is permanent, for we do not know which it 
is. Nor do we know where they come from or go, when they join or 
fall away from the soul. On the Jaina view both the particles and the 
soul are indefinite. 

If it is argued that the soul may be considered to be permanent in 
spite of its changes, even as a stream of water is said to be permanent 
in spite of the changing water, it is said in reply that if the stream is 
not real, we get the theory of the void; if the stream is real, then the 
soul becomes of a changing nature. 


II. 2. 36. antydvasthites cobhaya-nityatvad avisesah 

And on account of the permanence of the final (size of the soul) and 
because of the permanency of the two (earlier sizes) there is non- 
distinction of the size. 

antya-avasthiteh : on account of the permanency of the final; ca: and; 
ubhaya-nityatvdt: because of the permanence of the two (earlier 
sizes); avisesah: there is non-distinction (of size). 

Since the Jainas hold that the final state of the soul is permanent, 
it follows that the two earlier, initial and intervening ones also are 
permanent, otherwise there would be three different conditions of 
one and the same soul. This means that the different bodies of the 
soul have one and the same size and it is not required to enter into 
larger and smaller bodies. 

Or we may say that the dimensions of the soul being the same in its 
three conditions, the soul is either small or large and cannot vary 
according to the size of the body. So the Jaina view cannot be accepted. 

R. argues that the final size of the soul, i.e. its size in the state of 
release is enduring since the soul thereafter does not pass into 
another body. This size being permanent belongs to it previously 
also. Therefore there is no difference in size and the soul cannot have 
the size of its temporary bodies. 

Srinivasa is of the same view. The soul has a permanent and 
constant size in a gross body as well as in a subtle body, in the state 
of bondage as well as in that of release. So the doctrine that the soul 
is of the size of the body is untenable. 

Baladeva gives a different interpretation: 'On account of the 
non-distinction of the final state [of release from that of bondage], 
both being permanent/ According to the Jaina view there is no 
difference between the state of release and that of bondage for the 
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former, is a constant progress upward or remaining in the alokakdsa. 
Movement whether in the world or upward is a characteristic of 
bondage. No one can possibly feel happy in the state of constant 
motion or standing still in a place without any support. So there is 
no difference between release and bondage on this view. 


Section 6 (37-41) 

CONSIDERATION OF THE VIEW THAT GOD IS ONLY THE 
EFFICIENT CAUSE 

II, 2. 37. patyur asamunjasydt 

(The doctrine) of the Lord (as only the efficient cause of the world) (is 
untenable) on account of inadequacy. 

In I. 4. 23-4, it is shown that God is both the material and the 
efficient cause of the world. The view that God is merely the efficient 
and not the material cause of the world is here considered. Some 
forms of Sdmkhya and Yoga look upon God as the efficient cause 
different from purusa and pradhdna. The Mdhesvaras hold that 
Pasupati, Siva, is the efficient cause. There are other systems which 
hold that God is only the efficient cause of the world. 

If the Lord assigns to different people different positions according 
to his liking, he will be like any one of us, subject to hatred, passion 
and so on. If we say that these positions high, intermediate and low, 
are determined by the merit and demerit of living beings, this leads 
to mutual dependence. To suggest that this mutual dependence is 
beginningless does not solve the problem. If imperfection leads to 
activity 1 as the Nyaya Sutra (I. 1. 18) states, then even God who is 
active is imperfect. The Yoga view is that God is a special kind of 
soul (purusa-visesa). In that case he must be devoid of all activity. 

R. mentions the different schools of Saivism here and argues that 
the Scripture refers to Nardyana as the universal creator. He quotes 
Mahopanisad. ‘Alone, indeed, there was Ndrayana, not Brahma, not 
liana, he being alone did not rejoice/ 2 

Both R. and Nimbarka insert a negative particle ‘not’. The 
doctrine is not acceptable, on account of inconsistency. 

Srlkantha refers here only to those Saivas who look upon the Lord 
as the efficient cause only, while mdya is the material cause and 
Sakti is the instrument. S. and Bhaskara consider under this sutra not 
only the Paiupata doctrine, but the Sdmkhya-Yoga as well as other 
views which maintain that the Lord is the efficient cause only and 
not the material cause of the world. 

1 pravartand lak$and do$dh. 

* tathaiko ha vai ndrayana dsin na brahma netdnah. . . . sa ekdki na ramate . 
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II. 2. 38. sambandhanupafiattei ca 

And on account of the impossibility of the relation . 
sambandha: relation; an-upapatteh: on account of being impossible; 
and. 

A Lord distinct from pradhdna and the souls cannot be their ruler 
unless he is related to them. This relation cannot be samyoga or 
conjunction for all the three are of infinite extent and devoid of parts. 
It cannot be samavdya or inherence for it is impossible to say which 
is the abode and which is the abiding thing. We cannot assume any 
other connection which can be inferred from the world as effect for 
we have yet to decide whether the world is an effect. This difficulty 
does not apply to the Vedanta which assumes the connection to be 
one of identity, tdddtmya. While the Vedanta accepts sruti from its 
self-evidence, others, i.e. those who derive the authoritativeness of 
the Vedas from their divine authorship, suffer from the defect that 
the authoritativeness of the Vedas is derived from the omniscience of 
the Lord and the omniscience of the Lord is derived from the 
authority of the Vedas. 

This sutra is not found in R., Bhaskara and Srikantha. 


II. 2. 39. adhisthdndnupapattes ca 

And on account of the impossibility of a support {or substratum) {the 
Lord cannot be the maker). 

adhisthdna: support; amipapatteh: on account of being impossible; 
ca: and. 

The Lord cannot produce action in the pradhdna as the potter does 
in the clay, for pradhdna, which is devoid of colour and other qualities, 
is not an object of perception. It is therefore different in nature 
from clay, etc., and so it cannot be looked upon as the object of the 
Lord's action. 

R. says that those who do not accept the authority of the Vedas 
establish the Lord's rulership over the material cause from obser¬ 
vation. We cannot prove that the Lord is the ruler of pradhdna even 
as the potter is the ruler of clay. Again, the power of ruling material 
causes is possible only for embodied beings but the Lord is without a 
body. If it is said that the Lord has a body, the difficulties mentioned 
in I. 1. 3 apply. 

Nimbarka says that Paiupati is not the cause of the world as he 
cannot have an eternal body, since it is opposed to what is observed, 
or a non-eternal one, since it arises later. All non-eternal objects 
arise later as effects and PaSupati, the Lord, is prior to everything. 

According to Srikantha, the study of the Agamas is open to all 
castes, while the study of the Vedas is permitted only to the three 
upper castes. 
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II. 2. 40. karanavaccen na bhogddibhyah 

If it be said that as in the case of sense-organs (we say) no on account of 
enjoyment and the rest . 

karanavat: as in the case of sense-organs; cet: if it be said; na: not; 
bhogddibhyah: on account of enjoyment and the rest. 

If it be said that the Lord rules the pradhdna in the same way as 
the soul rules the sense-organs which are devoid of colour and are 
therefore not objects of perception, the sutra says that the analogy is 
misleading. We know that the organs are ruled by the soul from the 
fact that they experience pleasure, pain, etc., but we do not observe 
that the Lord experiences pleasure, pain, etc.,caused by the pradhdna. 

The two sutras 39 and 40 may be explained in a different way. 
Experience shows that kings who rule countries arc not without a 
material abode, a body. So we may attribute to the Lord some kind 
of abode to serve as the substratum of the organs. 

In reply, it is said that we cannot ascribe such a body to the Lord, 
for all bodies are later than creation. So the Lord is devoid of a support 
and so cannot act. If, on the other hand, we ascribe a body to him, he 
becomes like any of us, an ordinary transmigrating soul undergoing 
pleasure and pain. 1 

Nimbarka says that it is not possible to suppose that the Lord has 
sense-organs and the body like the individual soul, for then the 
Lord will have enjoyment and the rest. 

II. 2. 41. antavattvam asarvajhatd vd 

(On this view there will result) finitude or non-omniscience, 
antavattvam: finitude, liability to end; asarvajhatd: non-omniscience; 
vd: or. 

While 5. and Bhaskara take the particle vd in the sense of 'or', R. 
and Nimbarka take it in the sense of and. 

If the omniscient God knows the duration, extent and number of 
himself, pradhdna and the souls, then like all measured things they 
are of finite duration only, like jars and the like. When all the souls 
get released, samsara ends. That means that pradhdna which under 
the guidance of the Lord had modified and manifested itself, for the 
good of the souls, also will end and there will be nothing for the Lord 
to rule. If, on the other hand, we say that God does not know the 
measure, the extent, etc., then he is lacking in omniscience. So the 
doctrine that God is only the efficient cause of the world is untenable. 

R. says that if the Lord is under the influence of adrsfa , he, like the 
individual soul, is subject to creation, dissolution, etc., and that he is 
not omniscient. Besides, though there are features in the Pdiupata 
system acceptable to the Veda, it rests on an assumption contrary 
to the Veda, viz. of the difference of the general instrumental and 

1 sa-iarlratve hi sati samsarivad bhogadi-prasarigad Uvarasydpy anUvaratvam 
prasajyeta . 6 . 
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material causes, and implies an erroneous interchange of higher and 
lower entities. 

Nimbarka follows R.’s interpretation. 

In the M.B. the pdsupata and pdhcardtra doctrines are distinguished 
from the Vedic religion: ‘listen, O saintly king, the Sdmkhya , the 
Yoga , the Pdhcardtr a, the Vedas, the Pdsupatas are types of know¬ 
ledge propounding different views.' 1 

The Tantras claim to be of Vedic origin and are based on the 
Yoga system. They are Hindu and Buddhist, cast in the form of 
dialogues between Siva and Parvatl or the Buddhas and their 
Saktis. They deal with the nature of the cosmos, its evolution and 
dissolution, rules regarding human behaviour, different forms of 
worship and spiritual training, etc. 


Section 7 (42-45) 

CONSIDERATION OF THE BHAGAVATA VIEW 

II. 2. 42. utpatty asambhavat 

On account of the impossibility of origination 

utpatti: origination; asambhavat: on account of impossibility. 

The Bhdgavata view admits that God is both the efficient and the 
material cause. It holds that Vdsudeva is the highest reality and is of 
the nature of pure knowledge. He assumes four forms, Vdsudeva, 
Sahkarsana, Pradyumna and Aniruddha . 2 These answer to the 
Highest Self, the individual soul, the mind and the self-sense. 
Vdsudeva is the ultimate causal essence and the three others are the 
effects. S. does not object to the theory that Vdsudeva is the Highest 
Self, higher than the undeveloped, and the self of all, that he appears 
in manifold forms (C.U. VII. 26. 2) and that by devotion and 
meditation we reach the Highest Being. Only S. objects to the 
doctrine of origination of Sahkarsana from Vdsudeva . If such were 
the case, the individual soul would be non-permanent and there is no 
possibility of release. 

1 sdmkhyam yogah pdncardtrarh veddtx pdtupatam tathd 
jfidndny etani rajarse viddhi ndndmatdni vai. 

XII. 349. 64. 

* In the M.B. Aivamedha Parva, Yudhi$thira asks Bhlsma: 
katham tvam arcanlyo’si murtayafi kldrbdS ca te 
vaikhdnasah katham bruyah katham vd pancardtrikdb 
and Bhlsma replies: 

visnufh ca purusam satyam acyutam ca yudhisphira 
aniruddham ca mam prdhufr vaikhdnasa-vido jandh 
anyetv evam vijdnanti mam rdjan pdhcaratrikdfy 
vdsudevam ca rdjendra samkarsanam athdpi vd 
Pradyumnam caniruddham ca catur-murtim pracafyate. 

N* 
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Bhaskara agrees with S. that this section deals with the Pdncaratra 
doctrine and not with the Sakta view as suggested by Madhva and 
Nimbarka. He, however, defends the Pdhcardtra doctrine and 
argues against S.’s view. He holds that the Pdncaratra doctrine is not 
against Scripture. 

R. holds that the origination of the individual soul is contrary to 
Scripture. Katha U. II. 18. This is, for R., the prima facie view. 

Nimbarka and Srinivasa refer to the view of the Sdktas that Sakti 
alone is the producer of the world and refute it. The origin of the 
world from Sakti without purusa is impossible. There is a different 
explanation also. The origin of the world is impossible for it is 
eternal. As the world is not something produced, Sakti cannot be its 
cause. If the authority of the Scripture is quoted, then we find that, 
according to Scripture, the cause of the world is Brahman. The 
causality of Sakti is without any basis. 

II. 2. 43. na ca kartuh karaham 

Nor is the instrument ( produced) from the agent. 

na: not; ca: and; kartuh: from the agent or doer; karanam: 

instrument. 

We do not observe that the instrument of doing anything springs 
forth by itself from the doer. Devadatta may use an axe but the axe 
docs not come out of Devadatta. The Bhdgavatas hold that from the 
individual soul termed Sahkarsana arises its instrument, viz. the 
internal organ termed Pradyumna, and from this another instrument 
called aham-kara or self-sense. 

R. points out that the view that the internal organ originates from 
the individual soul is opposed to the text that ‘from him there is 
produced breath, mind and all sense-organs’. M.U. II. 1. 3. The 
authoritativeness of the Bhagavata view cannot be admitted. The 
two siitras for R. constitute the purva-paksa. 

Nimbarka and Srinivasa refer to the Sakti doctrine. If it is said 
that the world is something produced and the Creator helps Sakti , 
the sutra answers that no sense-organ is possible on the part of the 
Creator, since there is no sense-organ prior to creation. Without a 
sense-organ, it is not possible for the Creator to be a helper, nor is it 
established that the world is something produced. 

II. 2. 44. vijhdnddibhave vd tad apratisedhah 

Or if ( Vasudeva, etc., are taken as) possessing knowledge and other 
{qualities), there will be no exclusion {of the defect of non-origination). 

If we take Sahkarsana, etc., not as individual soul, mind, but as 
lords possessing knowledge, power, glory, etc., even then the 
objection holds. If the four individual lords have the same attributes, 
there is no need to have more than one. To admit four lords con¬ 
tradicts their own position that the one supreme essence is Vasudeva . 
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If it be said that the four forms possessing the same attributes spring 
from the one Higher Reality, the objection of non-origination holds. 
Sankarsana cannot be produced from Vasudeva, nor Pradyumna 
from Sankarsana nor Aniruddha from Pradyumna. Since they all 
possess the same attributes, there is no superiority of one to the other. 
The relation of cause and effect requires some superiority of the 
cause over the effect. The Bhagavata view holds that they are all 
forms of Vasudeva without any special distinctions. The forms of 
Vasudeva need not be confined to four as the whole world from 
Brahman down to a blade of grass is a manifestation of the Supreme 
Being . 1 

R. says that ‘or’ in the sutra refutes the view set forth in the two 
previous suiras. Apratisedhah is taken to mean that there is no 
contradiction (to the Bhagavata doctrine). The doctrine teaches not 
an inadmissible origination but that the Highest Brahman called 
Vasudeva from compassion abides in a fourfold form so as to render 
himself accessible to the devotees . 2 Sankarsana, Pradyumna , 
Aniruddha are thus mere bodily forms which the Highest Brahman 
voluntarily assumes. Scripture declares ‘not born, he is born in many 
ways ’ 3 and it is this birth consisting in the voluntary assumption of 
bodily form, due to tenderness towards its devotees, which the 
Bhagavata system teaches. 

Niinbarka and Srinivasa argue that the doctrine of Sakti is set 
aside through the admission of Brahman. What is possessed of all 
attributes is the Highest Deity. (II. 1 . 29.) 

Srlkantha takes this sutra as representing the prime facie view. It 
is not contended that there is the origin of the individual soul, etc., 
but only that Sankarsana, etc., assume the forms of the individual 
soul. 

Baladeva argues that if the Sdktas hold that the Lord has a non¬ 
material body composed of knowledge and so on, then we have 
no objection, since this view is identical with our own doctrine. 

II. 2. 45. vipratisedhde ca 

And on account of contradiction. 

vipratisedhdt: on account of contradiction; ca: and. 

There are several contradictions in the Bhagavata view. Sometimes 
these four are mentioned as qualities, sometimes as bearers of the 
qualities. The Vedas are sometimes criticised . 4 

Sandilya’s criticism is only to eulogise,says R., the Bhagavata view. 

1 brahmadi stamba-paryantasya samastasyaiva jagato bhagavad-vyuhatvd- 
vagamat. 6. 

2 vdsudevdkhyam param brahmaivasrita-vatsalam svatrita-samasrayanl- 
yatvdya svccchayd caturdhavatisfhata iti hi tat prakriyd. R. 

8 ajayamano bahudhd vijdyate. Taittiriya Araiiyaka III. 12. 

4 catur$u vede§u evam kreyo'labdhvd $dn$ilya idatn kdstram adhltavan. 
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The criticism is on a par with Narada’s words (C.U. VII. 2) that one 
knows only the texts but should know the knowledge of the Self. 
He quotes a verse which says that ‘the wise Lord Hari, impelled by 
kindness for those devoted to him, extracted the essential meaning of 
all Vedanta texts and summed it up in an easy form'. 1 

R. affirms that the sutras do not reject all the doctrines of the 
Sdmkhya , Yoga, Pancaratra and the Pdsupata systems. We reject 
only their weak points and accept whatever is valid in them though 
the teachings of the Jainas and the Buddhists are rejected entirely. 

While §. rejects the Bhdgavata view in the same way in which he 
rejects the other theories, R. points out that the Bhdgavata view is 
consistent with Scripture and is approved by the Sutrakara, 

This sutra is not found in Bhaskara. 

Nimbarka refutes the causality of Sakti and accepts the supremacy 
of Brahman. 

Srikantha stresses the opposition of the Pancaratra doctrine to 
Scripture. 

The Bhdgavata doctrine stresses the importance of devotion and 
praise of God. S. in his commentary on Visnu-sahasra-ndma observes 
that adoration in the form of praise is superior to other forms of 
worship, since it involves no injury to any living being, does not 
depend on men or material and is independent of place, time or 
procedure. 2 

1 vedantesu yathd saram samgrhya bhagavdn harih 
bhaktdnukampaya vidvan samciksepa yathd sukhani. 

2 asya stuti-laksanasya arcanasya adhikye kirn kdranam? ncyate: himsad 
purusantara dravydntaru desa-kdlddi-niyanidnapeksatvam adhikye kdranam. 
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Section 1 (1-7) 

AKASA IS AN EFFFXT 
II. 3. 1. na viyad asruteh 

Akdsa is not created on account of non-mention in the Scripture, 
na: not; viyat: dkasa , space or ether; afruteh: on account of non- 
mention in the Scripture. 

The third part of the second chapter considers whether the forms 
of existence which constitute the world are created or not, whether 
they are coeternal with Brahman or issue from it to be resolved into 
it at stated intervals. 

The prima facie view is that akasa is not created since there is no 
scriptural statement to that effect. In C.U. VI. 2. 3, fire, water and 
earth are mentioned as produced and not akasa. 

II. 3. 2 asti tu 

But there is. 

asti: there is; tu: but. 

The answer to the objection is stated here. There are scriptural 
passages which mention the origination of akasa. T.U. II. 1 says: 
'from that Self sprang dkd&a. There is apparently a conflict between 
the two texts, one which mentions fire as the first created product, 
the other which mentions akdsa as the first created product. 

II. 3. 3. gauny asambhavdt 

It is used in a secondary sense , on account of impossibility, 
gaunt: in a secondary sense; asambhavdt: on account of impossibility. 

The text dealing with the origination of dkasa is not to be taken 
literally but only secondarily because the creation of dkasa is im¬ 
possible since it has no parts. Akdsa is all-pervading and so can be 
inferred to be eternal and without origin. $. here refers to the 
Vaisesika view that whatever is originated springs from inherent, 
non-inherent or operative causes. We cannot conceive of such causes 
for akdsa. Those elements like fire which have an origin exist in 
different conditions at an earlier and later period. No such divisions 
can be conceived for akdsa. 

R. quotes another text which declares that air and dkasa are 
eternal, vdyus cdntariksam caitad amrtam. B.U. II. 3. 3; Satapatha 
Brahmana XIV. 5. 3, 4. The text about the origination of akdsa can 
only be metaphorical. 

II. 3. 4. sabddc ca 
And on account of the text. 

iabddt: on account of the word, the text; ca: and. 
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The opponent may quote a number of scriptural texts. We have 
already mentioned B.U. II. 3. 3. Omnipresence and eternity are 
attributed to akasa. dkasavat sarvagatas ca nityah. Again, as the 
dkasa is infinite, so the Self is to be known as infinite: sa yathdnanto- 
'yam akdsah evam ananta dtmd veditavyah. Again, * Brahman has 
akasa for its body’: akasa sariram brahma , dkasa atma. 

R. and Nimbarka take sutras 3 and 4 as one. 

The question relates to the origination of dkasa. The prima facie 
view is that it is not, since the origination is mentioned in some 
texts, not in others. So where the word origination, sambhutah , 
occurs, it should be taken in a secondary sense. It is to be taken 
literally with reference to fire and so on and figuratively with 
reference to akdia . This is on the analogy of the word Brahman which 
in M.U. I. 1. 8 and 9 is used literally in one case and figuratively in 
the other as referring to prakrti. The analogy is not complete because 
the word sambhutah is used once, while Brahman is used twice. 

R. treats the difference as immaterial since a figurative sense may 
be understood in addition to the literal sense even when a word is 
carried on just as much as when it is repeated. 1 

II. 3. 5. syacchaikasya brahma-sabdavat 

The one word may be [taken in its primary as well as secondary senses) 
like the word Brahman. 

sydt: may be, is possible; ca : and; ekasya: of one word; [sambhuta- 
sabda ); brahma-sabdavat: like the word Brahman. 

The objection that one and the same word, sprang, cannot be used 
in its primary sense with regard to fire and in a secondary sense with 
regard to akasa is answered here. The word ' Brahman is used 
(T.U. III. 2-6) in the primary sense with regard to bliss and in the 
secondary sense with regard to food. It is said tapo brahma, austerity, 
is the means of knowing Brahman which is the object of knowledge. 
The word is used for both austerity and the object of knowledge. 

R. quotes M.U. II. 1 for the twofold use of Brahman (8 and 9). 

II. 3. 6. pratijhdhdnir avyatirekac chabdebhyah 

(There is) non-abandonment of the initial statement on account of 
non-distinction [of the world from Brahman) according to scriptural 
texts. 

pratijhd: initial statement; ahdnih: non-abandonment; avyatirekat: 
on account of non-distinction; ca: and; sabdebhyah: from the 
scriptural texts. 

The statements in C.U. VI. 1. 3; B.U. IV. 5. 6; M.U. I. 1.3 that by 
the knowledge of one thing, everything is known are not contradicted 
because the entire aggregate of things is non-different from Brahman . 
So dkasa will also be one of the effects of Brahman; otherwise it could 
1 artu§angeca iravatidvrttav iva. 
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not be known when Brahman becomes known. There are also texts 
which declare that all this is Brahman and akdia is included in the 
world. So dkaia is a created product. The C.U. text in which dkaia is 
not mentioned is to be interpreted in relation to the Taittirxya 
passage. Akdia and air are first created and then lire. There is no 
contradiction between the different scriptural passages. 

R. and Srikantha break this sUtra into two, iabdebhyah being the 
second. 

II. 3. 7. ydvad vikaram tu vibhdgo lokavat 

But as far as there is effect , there is division as in ordinary life, 
ydvat: as far as there is; vikaram: effect, modification; tu: but; 
vibhdgah: division; lokavat: as in the world, in ordinary life. 

'But' refutes the view that akdia is not created. The creation of 
dkasa is not impossible. Whatever is divided is an effect; whatever is 
not an effect is not divided as the Self. Akasa is divided from earth 
and so on and it is therefore an effect. It cannot be said that the Self 
also is divided from dkasa and so on, for the Self is self-established 
while dkasa and others are to be established by other means of 
knowledge. An adventitious thing may be refuted but not that which 
is the essential nature of him who refutes. The Self is therefore not an 
effect. S. points out that Brahman existed before akdia was produced. 
Besides, akdia is non-eternal because it is the substratum of a non¬ 
eternal quality like sound. Statements regarding the eternity of 
dkaia are to be taken in a relative sense. Akdia is an effect of 
Brahman . Whatever is an effect has an origin. 

Akdia has Brahman for its material cause. 


Section 2 (8) 

AIR SPRINGS FROM AKASA 

II. 3. 8. etena mdtariivd vydkhydtah 

etcna: by this; mdtariivd: air; vydkhydtah: is explained. 

Objections to the origination of air are considered. In the chapter 
of the C.U. which treats of the origination of things, air is not 
mentioned. A different opinion that it sprang from dkaia is mentioned 
in the T.U. So the opponent argues that the passage which refers to 
the origination of air should be taken in a secondary sense for, as in 
the case of akasa the literal sense cannot be adopted. Besides, there is 
a passage which denies that air ever rests. B.U. I. 5. 22. There are 
passages which declare air to be eternal. The sutra contends that air is 
a product for it is conformable to the general tendency of Scripture. 
Whatever is capable of division is an effect. The denial of its ever 
setting refers to lower knowledge, apara vidyd . 
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Section 3 (9) 

BRAHMAN IS NOT A PRODUCT 
II. 3. 9. asambhavas tu sato nupapatteh 

But there is no origin of that which is on account of the impossibility [of 
such an origin). 

asambhavah: no origin; tu: but; satah: of that which is, i.e. Brahman ; 
anupapatteh: on account of impossibility. 

The piirva-paksa says that Brahman does originate in view of 
statements like 'non-existent was this in the beginning', asad vd 
idam agra dslt. The sutra asserts the non-origination of that which is, 
on account of the impossibility of its being originated. Brahman is 
the only thing which is unborn. Brahman whose self is being cannot 
be suspected to have sprung from anything else. Brahman which is 
mere being cannot spring from mere being as there is a certain 
superiority on the part of the cause in the relation of cause and effect. 
Particulars spring from what is general and not vice versa. Nor can 
Brahman spring from that which is not. See C.U. VI. 2. 2. S.U. VI. 9 
denies that Brahman has any progenitor. The fundamental cause of 
all effects, which is not itself an effect, is Brahman. Srikantha 
agrees with this view of S. 

For R., the sutra teaches the origination of everything else except 
Brahman , the latter alone being non-originatcd. Srikantha seems to 
agree with this interpretation. ‘Hence non-origination applies to 
Brahman alone; origination applies to all else, on account of failure 
otherwise of the promise that everything will be known.' 1 

Nimbarka agrees with $. Bhaskara criticises S.’s interpretations. 


Section 4 (10) 

FIRE SPRINGS FROM AIR 
II. 3. 10. tejo’tas tathd hy aha 

Fire springs from this (air) (for) thus (the text) verily says, 
tejah: fire; atah: from this; tathd: thus; hi: verily; aha: says. 

The opponent mentions C.U. VI. 2. 3 where fire is said to have for 
its source Brahman and the T.U. II. 1, where the source of fire is said 
to be air and argues that Brahman is the source of fire for every¬ 
thing without exception is born from Brahman (M.U. II. 1.3; see also 
C.U. III. 14. 1; T.U. II. 6). The sutra says that fire springs from 

1 tatah brahmana evdsambhavo'nutpattib, tad-anyasya sarvasya sarva - 
vijnana-pratijiianupapatteh sambhava utpattir iti. 
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Brahman through intermediate links. Though all things are traced to 
Brahman they are not the immediate effects of Brahman. 

Bhaskara and Baladeva take this as the correct conclusion. 
Nimbarka takes this as stating the prima facie view. 


Section 5 (11) 

WATER SPRINGS FROM FIRE 


II. 3. 11. apdh 
Water [springs from fire). 

The sutra explains the order of creation, srsti-krama. See C.U. VI. 
2. 3; T.U. II. 1. 

While this is the prima facie view for Nimbarka, it is the correct 
conclusion or siddhdnta for S., Bhaskara and Baladeva. 

There is a sutra which is not mentioned by S., Bhaskara and 
Baladeva. The Earth originates from water.’ prthivl. 


Section 6 (12) 

FROM WATER EARTH 

II. 3. 12. prthivyadhikara-rupa-sabdantarebhyah 

The earth (is meant by the word anna , food) on account of the subject- 
matter , colour and other scriptural texts. 

prthivl: earth; adhikdra-rupa-sabdantarebliyah: on account of the 
subject-matter, colour and other scriptural texts. 

C.U. VI. 2. 4 says that water sent forth food. Does anna mean 
objects fit to be used as food like rice, barley and the like or cooked 
food or earth? The opponent claims that anna should mean food and 
not earth. The sutra contends that the word occurs in the treatment 
of the elements fire, air, water and so the reference is to the element 
earth. In a complementary passage the black colour is said to be the 
colour of anna. Earth has black colour while eatable things are not 
necessarily black. Even though earth may have different colours, its 
predominant colour is black. Many scriptural texts support the view 
of anna as earth. See T.U. II. 1; B.U. I. 2. 2. Therefore anna denotes 
earth. 

R. quotes M.U. I. 1.9. 

Nimbarka adopts the same interpretation though he regards it as 
the prima facie view. 
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Section 7 (13) 

BRAHMAN IS THE CREATIVE PRINCIPLE 

II. 3. 13. tad-abhidhyandd eva tu tal lihgat sah 

But he (.Brahman is the creative principle abiding within the elements) 
on account of his desire only and indicatory mark . 
tad-abhidhyandt: because of his desire; eva: only; tu: but; tat ding at: 
on account of his indicatory mark; sah: he. 

Brahman is described in some texts as the creator of everything. 
There are other passages where certain elements are said to produce 
certain effects. If the opponent points to this conflict, the sutra 
maintains that the Supreme residing within these elements produces 
these effects and so there is no contradiction. See B.U. III. 7. 3; 
C.U. VI. 2. 3-4. The elements become causes only through the will 
of the Supreme who resides in them. 

Nimbarka states that the correct conclusion is indicated in this 
sutra . Independent creatorship belongs only to the Supreme Self 
and not to anything else. 


Section 8 (14) 

THE REABSORPTION OF THE ELEMENTS INTO 
BRAHMAN 

II. 3. 14. viparyayena tu kramo'ta upapadyate ca 

The order (in which the elements are resolved into Brahman) is the 
reverse of that ( i.e . the order in which they are created) and this is proved, 
viparyayena: in the reverse order; tu: indeed; kramah: order; atah: 
from that (the order of creation); upapadyate: is proved; ca: and. 

If the opponent says that the retractation of the elements is not in 
any definite order, the siitra says that it is the reverse of the order of 
creation. This is seen in ordinary life. He who ascends a stair, has to 
descend it by taking the steps in the reverse order. Each effect passes 
back into its immediately antecedent cause, until the last cause is 
resolved into Brahman, 

R. does not look upon this siitra as concerned with the order of 
dissolution. He continues the topic of the order of evolution. He 
mentions texts which designate the vital breath and the rest as 
rising directly from Brahman , in opposition to the real order of 
evolution, viz. prakrti , mahat and so on. These texts are explicable 
only on the view that everything arises directly from Brahman. 

Srlkantha begins a new section here and reads param-paryena in 
place of viparyayena . He deals with the question of the origin of 
sense-organs, mind and the like. 
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Baladeva follows R/s interpretation, though he takes this sutra as 
constituting a separate section. 


Section 9 (15) 

THE ORDER OF THE CREATION AND ABSORPTION OF 
ELEMENTAL SUBSTANCES IS NOT AFFECTED BY THE 
CREATION AND ABSORPTION OF SENSE-ORGANS, MIND 
AND THE LIKE 

II. 3. 15. antard vijhanamanasi kramena tal-lirigdd iti cen ndvisesat. 

If it be said that in between (Brahman and the elements) intellect and 
mind (are mentioned and so their creation and absorption are to be 
placed somewhere) in the order on account of the inferential indications 
(in the texts) to that effect , (we say) not so, on account of the non- 
difference (of the intellect and the mind from the elements), 
antard: in between; vijhdna-manasi: intellect and mind; kramena: 
in the order; tat-lihgdt: owing to inferential indications of that; 
iti cet: if it be said; na: not so; avisesdt: on account of non-difference. 

In Katha U. I. 3. 3-4 and M.U. II. 1. 3, mind, intellect and senses 
are mentioned as arising from the Self and so there is a variation 
from the previously stated order of creation and reabsorption. The 
sutra denies this on the ground that the organs themselves are non- 
different from the elements. See C.U. VI. 6. 5. If the organs are 
sometimes mentioned separately from them, it is only in the same 
way as the mendicant Brdhmanas (parivrdjakas) are mentioned 
separately from the Brdhmanas. Besides the M.U. gives an 
enunciation of the organs and the elements and not the order of their 
creation. So the origination of the organs does not constitute a break 
in the order of the origination of the elements. 


Section 10 (16) 

BIRTH AND DEATH REFER TO THE BODY ONLY AND 
FIGURATIVELY TO THE SOUL CONNECTED WITH THE 

BODY 

II. 3. 16. cardcaravyapd&rayas tu syat tad-vyapadeso bhaktds tad- 
bhdva-bhavitvdt 

But the mention of that (viz. the birth and death of the individual soul) 
is with regard to (the bodies) of moving and non-moving beings; it is 
secondary (figurative) if applied to the soul , on account of (the forms) 
depending on the existence of that (the body). 

caracaravyapairayah: depending on the bodies of moving and non¬ 
moving beings; tu: but; syat: may be; tat-vyapadeiah: the mention of 
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that; bhdktah: secondary, figurative; tat-bhdva-bhdvitvat: on account 
of those forms depending on the existence of that (the body). 

In ordinary usage we say that Devadatta is born or Devadatta is 
dead, and certain ceremonies are also prescribed at the birth and 
death of people. The sutra refutes such a doubt and says that the soul 
has neither birth nor death. These belong not to the soul but to the 
body with which the soul is connected. Birth and death do not belong 
to the soul but indicate only the connection and disconnection with 
the body. See C.U. VI. 11. 3; B.U. IV. 3. 8. 

R. gives two interpretations resulting from two readings bhakta and 
abhdkta. (i) The reference to moving and non-moving beings is 
figurative, secondary because of their being permeated by Brahman . 
All the words denoting moving and non-moving beings really denote 
Brahman since all objects are modes of Brahman . (ii) The forms 
denoting moving and non-moving beings are primary with regard to 
Brahman since the denotative power of all forms depends on the 
being of Brahman. 

Nimbarka follows S. 

Srikantha follows R.'s second interpretation. Baladeva, on the 
whole, follows R. 


Section 11 (17) 

THE ETERNITY OF THE INDIVIDUAL SOUL 
II. 3. 17. ndtmdsrnter nityatvac ca tdbhyah 

The soul is not (originated) on account of the statement of sruti and also 
the eternity resulting therefrom. 

na: not (originated, produced); atmd: the individual soul; asruteh: 
since it is not mentioned in the Scriptures; nityatvdt: on account of 
being eternal; ca: and; tdbhyah: from them. 

If it is urged that at the beginning there was only one Brahman 
without a second and some scriptural passages mention that living 
souls are like sparks produced from a fire and are therefore produced 
from Brahman (B.U. II. 1. 20; M.U. II. 1. 1), it is said in answer that 
the individual soul is not a product for there are no scriptural 
statements to that effect and it is said to be eternal, i.e. not-produced; 
see C.U. VI. 11. 3, VI. 3. 2, VI. 8. 7; B.U. IV. 4. 25; Kafka U . 
I. 2. 18; T.U. II. 6. We cannot argue that the soul is divided and 
therefore is a product for it only appears divided on account of 
limiting adjuncts. The passages which speak of the soul’s production, 
etc., relate to the soul’s connection with the limiting adjuncts. 

According to R., the individual soul is, no doubt, an effect of 
Brahman but has existed in Brahman from all eternity as an 
individual being and a mode, prakara , of Brahman . It is true that 
the material elements also subsist in Brahman but there is a 
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difference. The material elements exist in a subtle condition prior to 
creation and do not possess the qualities which render them objects 
of ordinary experience. They are said to originate when they pass 
into a gross condition at the time of creation. The souls, on the 
other hand, possess at all times the same essential qualities. They are 
cognising agents. Only at the time of the new creation they connect 
themselves with bodies and their intelligence undergoes a certain 
expansion or development, vikdsa, as distinct from the contracted 
state (sankoca) in which they were prior to creation. The change is not 
one of essential nature, svarupanyathabhava. 

R., Srikantha and Baladeva read sruteh instead of asruteh but give 
the same interpretation. 


Section 12 (18) 

THE SOUL AS INTELLIGENCE 

III. 3. 18. jhyota eva 

(!The soul is) intelligence , for this very reason, 
jhah: intelligence; ata eva: for this very reason. 

There are different views about the nature of the soul, whether 
its intelligence is adventitious or natural to it. The opponent 
argues that as the soul does not remain intelligent in the states of 
sleep, swoon, and as we say when we wake up from sleep that we are 
not conscious of anything, it is clear that intelligence is intermittent 
and so adventitious only. The answer to this objection is stated by 
§. Intelligence is not a product. Brahman is of the nature of intelli¬ 
gence and appears as the individual soul owing to its contact with 
the limiting adjuncts. See B.U. III. 9. 28. 7, IV. 3. 11, IV. 3. 14 

IV. 5. 13; C.U. VIII. 12. 4; T.U. II. 1. While the soul's essential 
nature is intelligence the senses serve the purpose of determining the 
special object of each sense such as smell and so on. See C.U. VIII. 
12. 4. Even in sleep persons have intelligence. For if intelligence w r ere 
non-existent in sleep, the individual could not say that he did not 
know anything in deep sleep. The absence of objects is mistaken for 
the absence of intelligence even as the light pervading space is not 
apparent owing to the absence of things to be illuminated and not to 
the absence of its own nature. The view of the Vaisesika and others 
that the soul is itself non-intelligcnt and intelligence is adventitious 
is wrong. 

R. explains jhah by jhdtr y the knower, and uses the sutra against the 
Sdthkhya and the Advaita Vedanta. He maintains that the soul is not 
pure intelligence but a knowing agent. Jhah \sjndtr and not jhdnam . 
R. is opposed both to the Vaiiesika which holds that the soul is of a 
non-conscious nature and to the Advaita Vedanta which holds that 
the soul is pure consciousness. 

Nimbarka follows R. 
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Section 13 (19-32) 

THE SIZE OF THE SOUL 
II. 3. 19. utkrdnti-gaty-dgatindm 

(The soul is not infinite in size on account of the scriptural declarations 
of) passing out, going and returning . 
utkrdnti'gati-dgatindm: passing out, going and returning. 

The question taken up for consideration is the size of the soul, 
whether it is atomic or medium-sized or of infinite size. There are 
passages which declare the soul to be of atomic size. The opponent 
maintains that its passing out and returning will be possible only if it 
is of limited size. See B.U. IV. 4. 6; K.U. III. 3,1. and 2. Movement is 
impossible in the case of an all-pervading being. If it is of limited 
size, it can only be of the atomic size since the position that it is of 
the same size as the body has already been refuted. 

II. 3. 20. svatmand cottar ay oh 

And on account of the latter (going and returning) being connected with 
their soul (the soul is of atomic size). 

svatmand: (being connected directly) with their soul; ca: and; 
uttaray oh: the latter two. 

So far as passing out is concerned, it may be said that the soul 
passes out when it ceases to be the ruler of the body, when the 
results of its former actions are exhausted. A ruler of the village may 
be said to go out when he ceases to be the ruler. But the other two 
activities are not possible in the case of a being who does not move. 
Going and returning are activities abiding in the agent. Some texts 
mention the parts of the body from which the soul starts in passing 
out. B.U. IV. 3. 11; IV. 4. 2; IV. 4. 1. So the soul is the size of the 
atom. 

II. 3. 21. ndnuratacchruter iti cen netarddhikardt 

If it be said that (the soul is) not atomic, as the Scriptures state it to be 
otherwise (i.e. all-pervading) (we say) not so on account of the other one 
(the Highest Self) being the subject-matter (of those texts), 
na: not; anuh: atomic; atat-sruteh: since the Scriptures (state it) to 
be otherwise; iti cet: if it be said; na: not so; itarddhikdrdt: owing to 
another principle being the subject-matter. 

If it be said that there are scriptural passages which hold that 
the soul is all-pervading (B.U. IV. 4. 22; T.U. II. 1), the opponent 
argues that these refer to the Highest Self and not to the 
individual soul. 

R. mentions B.U. IV. 4.13 as referring to pratibuddha dtmd and not 
to the individual soul. 
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II. 3. 22. svaiabdonmdnabhydm ca 

And also on account of direct statements and infinitesimal measure [the 
soul is atomic ). 

svasabda-unmdndbhyam: on account of direct statements (of the 
texts) and infinitesimal measure; ca: and. 

M.U. III. 19 refers to the atomic self, anur atmd. From passages 
(§.U. V. 8 and 9) that 'this living self is to be known as a part 
of the hundredth part of the point of a hair divided a hundredfold' 
the self seems to be of the size of the point of a goad. It is clear that 
the soul is of atomic size, unmana is uddhrtya mdnam , a measure 
which is distinct from all gross measures. It means an intensely 
minute measure according to Srinivasa. 

II. 3. 23. avirodhas candanavat 

[There is) no contradiction as in the case of the sandal-paste, 
avirodhah: no contradiction; candanavat: like the sandal-paste. 

If the objection is raised that if the soul is assumed to be of the 
atomic size and so to occupy only one point of the body, how can one 
feel any sensation over the whole body as one does when he is bathing 
in a river or feels hot over the whole body in summer, the answer is 
given by way of an example. Though sandal-paste is applied only to a 
particular part of the body, it gives an agreeable sensation extending 
over the whole body. The soul may occupy only one part of the body 
and yet experience pleasure and pain extending over the whole body. 
See also B.G. XIII. 33. 

II. 3 . 24. avasthiti-vaisesydd iti cen ndbhyupagamad dhrdi lii 

If it be said [that the two cases are not parallel ) on account of the special 
position [of the sandal-paste ), [we say that it is) not so on account of the 
admission [in the Scriptures of a special seat for the soul, viz.) in the 
heart alone . 

avasthiti-vaisesydt: on account of the special position; iti cet: if it be 
said; na: not so; abhyupagamdt: on account of the admission; hydi: in 
the heart; hi: alone. 

A possible objection to the atomic size of the soul is mentioned. It 
is true that the sandal-paste occupies a particular part of the body 
and yet gladdens the whole body, but we do not know that the soul 
occupies a particular place. To this the answer is given that the soul, 
according to some texts, is said to reside within the heart (B.U. 
IV. 3. 7). So it is atomic in size. 

II. 3. 25. gunad vd lokavat 

Or on account of its quality [intelligence) as in the world, 
gundt: on account of quality; vd: or; lokavat: as in the world. 

In the world we find that a light placed in one corner illumines the 
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whole room. So also the soul, though atomic and so occupying a 
particular portion of the body, may, because of the quality of 
intelligence, pervade the whole body and experience pleasure and 
pain throughout the body. 

Sandal-paste consists of parts and by the diffusion of its imper¬ 
ceptible particles may refresh the entire body but the soul as atomic 
does not possess any parts. A quality cannot extend beyond that in 
which it inheres and abide elsewhere. The whiteness of a cloth does 
not extend beyond the cloth. We cannot say that the soul is like the 
light diffused from a lamp for the light itself is admitted to be a 
substance. The reply to this objection is given in the next sutra. 

R. and others read dlokavat. 

II. 3. 26. vyatireko gandhavat 

The extending beyond is as in the case of smell. 

vyatirekah: extending beyond the object; gandhavat: like smell. 

Even as the smell extends beyond the substance which gives it off, 
so the quality of intelligence extends beyond the soul which is atomic. 

R. points out that just as smell which is a quality of earth is distinct 
from earth, so is knowledge different from the knowing subject. 

II. 3. 27. tatha ca dariayati 

Thus also (the Scripture) declares or shows, 
tatha: thus; ca: also; dariayati: shows or declares. 

Scripture declares that the atomic soul pervades the whole body on 
account of the quality of intelligence. See K.U. IV. 20; B.U. I. 4. 7. 
R. and Nimbarka treat the sutra as part of the previous one. 

II. 3. 28. pfthag upadesat 

On account of the separate teaching (about soul and intelligence), 
pythak: separate; upadesat: on account of teaching. 

There are passages (B.U. II. 1.17) which declare soul and intelligence 
to be separate. See also K.U. III. 6. 

According to $., sutras 19-28 state the purva-paksa or the prima 
facie view that the soul is atomic while the siddhdnta is stated in the 
next sutra. It is not usual to state the prima facie view at such length. 
R. mentions B.U. IV. 3. 30, III. 7. 22; T.U. II. 5. 1. 

According to R., sutra 19 states the siddhdnta that the soul is of 
minute size. Sutras 20-25 confirm this view and repudiate objections 
raised against it. Sutras 28-29 consider the question already raised 
in sutra 18 about the relation of jhdty , the knower, to jhdna, know¬ 
ledge. 

Baladeva considers the objection that intelligence is not a 
permanent attribute of the soul and holds that it is, since there is a 
separate statement in Scripture to that effect. 
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II. 3. 29. tad-guna-sdratvdt tu tad vyapadesah prdjnavat 

But that declaration (as atomic) is on account of its having for its 
essence the qualities of that (i.e. the buddhi) even as the Intelligent Self 
(which is all-pervading is said to be atomic). 

tad-guna-sdratvdt: on account of its having for its essence the 
qualities of that; tu: but; tat: that; vyapadesah: declaration (as to 
atomic size); prdjnavat: like the Intelligent Self. 

For this sutra discusses the size of the self. S. argues that 
atomicity essentially belongs to buddhi or understanding and is 
wrongly referred to the Self which is the Highest Brahman. As 
Brahman is all-pervading, the soul also is all-pervading. See B.U. 
IV. 4. 22. If the soul were of atomic size, it could not experience 
sensations extending over the whole body. It cannot be said that 
this is possible owing to the soul's connection with the sense of 
touch (the skin) for then, when we tread on a thorn we should 
experience pain over the whole body and not merely in the sole of the 
foot, which is not so. The quality of an atom cannot diffuse itself 
beyond the confines of the atom. The light emitted from a lamp is not 
a quality but a different kind of substance. Again, if the intelligence 
of the soul pervades the whole body, the soul cannot be atomic. 
Intelligence constitutes the essential nature of the soul, even as heat 
and light constitute the nature of fire. It has already been shown that 
the soul is not of the same size as the body; II. 2. 34. It can only be 
all-pervading. Its atomic nature is due to its association with mind, 
etc., in the empirical world. When S.U. V. 9 states that the soul is 
atomic and again that it is infinite, its infinity is primary or real and 
its atomicity is metaphorical. See also S.U. V. 8 and M.U. III. 1. 9. 
All statements about the soul’s abiding in the heart or passing out 
depend on the limiting adjuncts. See K.U. III. 6 , Prasna U. VI. 3. 4; 
C.U. III. 14. 2 and 3. 

According to R., this sutra belongs to the jhdnddhikarana, the 
section dealing with the self as knower. The self may be referred to as 
knowledge also, for knowledge is the self's essential characteristic. 
Brahman is described as jhdnam in the text, satyam, jhdnam , 
anantam, brahma. 

SrTkantha and Baladeva agree with R.'s view. 

II. 3. 30. ydvad dtma-bhdvitvdc ca na dosas tad darSandt 

There is no fault (for the connection of the soul with the intelligence 
lasts) as long as the soul exists, because this is observed (in the Scripture ). 
yavat: so long as; dtma-bhdvitvdt: the soul exists; ca: and; na dosah: 
there is no fault; tat-darsandt: because it is seen. 

If the objection is raised that the conjunction of the soul and the 
intellect which are different entities is bound to end sometime and 
then the soul will cease to exist altogether or at any rate cease to be 
an individual, samsdrin, the reply is given that the conjunction will 
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last as long as the soul continues to be an individual and its ignorance 
is not destroyed by the realisation of knowledge. This is evident from 
the Scriptures. See B.U. IV. 37. 

R. and Srikantha hold that because it is seen that all cows are 
hornless and so on and are called cows since they possess the generic 
character of cowness, knowledge is an attribute which is met with 
wherever a self is, there is no objection to the self being designated by 
that attribute. While §. holds that the soul may be called am or 
atomic, since it is connected with the buddhi or intellect in the 
samsdra condition, R. holds that the soul may be called vijndna or 
knowledge because the latter constitutes its essential quality as long 
as it exists. 

II. 3. 31. pumstvadivat tv asya satobhivyakti-yogdt 

As in the case of virility and so on, verily , on account of the mani¬ 
festation being possible only on its existing potentially . 
pumstvadivat: as in the case of virility, etc.; tu: verily; asya: its (of the 
connection with the intellect); satah: existing; abhivyakti-yogat: on 
account of the manifestation being possible. 

If the objection is raised that in susupti, or deep sleep, there is no 
connection with the intellect (see C.U. VI. 8. 1) and so it is wrong to 
say that the connection lasts as long as the individualised state 
exists, the answer is given in this sutra that even in the state of deep 
sleep the connection exists in a potential form. Were it not so, it 
could not have become manifest in the awakened state. See B.U. 
VI. 8. 2 and 3. Virility becomes manifest in youth because it exists in 
a potential condition in the child. 

R. holds that consciousness is always there; only in waking state 
and dream, it relates itself to object, jndtrtvam eva jivdtmanah 
svarupam. To be a knower, subject is the essential character of the 
self. When it is said that the released self has no consciousness, 
samjnd (B.U. II. 4. 12), it only means that it has no consciousness of 
birth, death and so on, which, in the state of samsdra , is caused by the 
connection of the self with the elements. 

Bhaskara agrees with §. in holding that the soul's connection with 
intellect exists potentially in the state of deep sleep, etc., and is 
manifested in the state of waking. 

II. 3. 32. nityopalabdhyanupalabdhiprasahgo’nyatara-niyamovdnyathd 

Otherwise (i.e. if no intellect existed) there would result either constant 
perception or (constant) non-perception or else the limitation of the power 
of either of the two (of the soul or the senses). 

nityopalabdhi: constant perception; anupalabdhi: (constant) non¬ 
perception; prasahgah: there would result; anyatara-niyamah: 
limitation of the power of either of the two; va: or else; anyatha: 
otherwise. 
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If the internal organ ( antah-karana ) of which the intellect is a mode 
is not accepted, then as the senses are always in contact with their 
objects, there would result the perception of everything as the 
requisites of the soul, the senses and objects are present. If this is 
denied, then there can be no knowledge and nothing would ever be 
known. The opponent will have to accept the limitation of either the 
soul or the senses. The self is changeless. The power of the senses 
which is not impeded either in the previous moment or in the 
subsequent moment cannot be limited in the middle. We have 
therefore to accept an internal organ through whose connection and 
disconnection, perception and non-perception result. We find texts 
which say: T am absent-minded. I did not hear it.’ B.U. I. 5. 3. So 
there is an internal organ of which intellect is a mode and it is the 
connection of the self with this that causes individuation in samsdra . 

R. criticises the view that the self is omnipresent and mere know¬ 
ledge, for then consciousness and non-consciousness would take place 
together permanently everywhere or else there would be definite 
permanent restriction either to permanent consciousness or non¬ 
consciousness. This would mean that there would be everywhere and 
at all times simultaneous consciousness or non-consciousness. If, on 
the other hand, it were the cause of consciousness only there would 
never and nowhere be unconsciousness; if it were the cause of non¬ 
consciousness there would never and nowhere be consciousness of 
anything. R. holds that the self abides within bodies only and 
consciousness takes place there only and nowhere else. 

R. criticises the Vaisesika view of the self also. 

Nimbarka states that on the view of an all-pervasive soul the 
perception and non-perception, the knowledge and the release of the 
soul must all become eternal. The soul will be either eternally bound 
or eternally free; thus there must be a restriction with regard to the 
one or the other. 

Srinivasa following Nimbarka holds that the individual soul is 
possessed of the attribute of being a knower, is knowledge by nature 
and atomic in size. 

S. views sutras 19-28 as the statement of the purva-paksa that the 
individual soul is atomic in size and holds sutra 29 as the statement 
of the siddhanta that the individual soul is all-pervading but is 
spoken of as atomic in some scriptural passages because the qualities 
of the internal organ which is atomic constitute the essence of the 
individual soul as long as the latter is implicated in samsdra. R. 
contends that the sutra 19 states the siddhanta view that the soul is of 
minute size, sutras 20-25 confirm this position and refute objections 
to it. According to him, sutras 26-29 consider the relation of the soul 
as knowing agent to knowledge. 
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Section 14 (33-39) 

THE SOUL AS AGENT 
II. 3. 33. kartd sdstrarthavattvat 

(The soul is) an agent , because of Scripture having a meaning. 
kartd: agent; sdstrarthavattvat: because the Scripture has a meaning. 

Scriptural injunctions like 'He is to sacrifice' 'He is to give' will 
have meaning only if the soul is an agent. If the soul were not an 
agent, these injunctions would become pointless. R. sets forth the 
opponent's view that the soul is non-active and only prakrti acts. 
See Katha U. II. 18; B.G. III. 27, XIV. 19, XIII. 20. R. refutes this 
view by declaring that the soul is an agent, not the gunas. The very 
term sdstra is derived from sas, to command, and commanding means 
impelling to action, sdsandc ca sdsiram, tdsanam ca pravartanam, 
iastrasya ca pravartakatvam bodha-janana-dvarena. Purva Mtmdmsd 
sutra III. 7. 18 declares that the fruit of the injunction belongs to the 
agent. The texts quoted in support of the opponent's view mean that 
the activity of the soul is due not to its own nature but to its 
connection with the gunas. See B.G. XIII. 21; XVIII. 16. Srinivasa 
quotes 'Only doing works here, let one desire to live a hundred 
years’. (Ha U. 2.) ‘One desiring heaven should perform sacrifices.' 
(Taittiriya Samhitd II. 5. 5.) ‘One desiring salvation should worship 
Brahman. Let one worship calmly.' (C.U. III. 14. 1.) 

S. and Bhaskara hold that the soul’s state of being an agent is not 
natural but is due to limiting adjuncts. 

II. 3. 34. vihdropadesdt 

And on account of the teaching of its moving about. 

vihdra: moving about; upadesat: on account of the teaching. 

The texts ‘The immortal one goes wherever he likes' (B.U. IV. 
3. 12); ‘He moves about, according to his pleasure, within his own 
body' (B.U. II. 1. 18), are considered here to be teaching the moving 
about of the soul. 

All commentators agree on this sutra. Only R. takes this and the 
next sutra as one by adding a ca: updddndt viharopadesac ca. 

II. 3. 35. updddndt 

On account of (its) taking (the organs), 
updddndt: on account of taking. 

B.U. II. 1. 18 says that the soul in the state of dream takes the 
organs with it. This shows that the soul is an agent. 

II. 3. 36. vyapadeidc ca kriyaydm na cen nirdeia-viparyayah 
(The soul is an agent) also because it is designated as such with regard to 
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action; if it were not such , the designation (would have been) of a 
different character. 

vyapadesdt: because of the designation; ca: also; kriydydm: with 
reference to action; na cet: if it were not so; nirdesa-viparyayah: the 
designation (would have been) of a different character. 

If the objection is raised that agency belongs to intelligence or 
buddhi from the texts Intelligence performs sacrifices and it also 
performs all acts' (T.U. II. 5), it is said in reply that intelligence refers 
to the soul as agent. See B.U. II. 1 . 17, where intelligence is said to be 
the instrument through which the self acts. 

Buddhi is the instrument of action according to R. As the word 
used is vijhdnam and not vijhanena , it refers to the soul as agent. 

II. 3. 37. upalabdhivad aniyamah 

The absence of restriction is as in the case of perception, 
upalabdhivat: as in the case of perception; aniyamah: there is no 
restriction. 

If it is argued that if the soul is the agent apart from buddhi, it 
would, being independent, bring about what is pleasant and useful 
and not the opposite, the sutra states in reply that there is no such 
restriction. As the soul perceives what is agreeable and disagreeable, 
so it can bring about what is pleasant and unpleasant. If it be said 
that in the act of perception there are causes of perception, that does 
not invalidate the view that the perceiver is the soul. In action also, 
the soul is not absolutely free since it depends on differences of 
place, time and efficient causes but the agent does not cease to be 
agent because he requires assistance. A cook remains the agent in the 
action of cooking, though he requires fuel, water and so on. 

R., Srikantha, Baladeva interpret the sutra differently. If prakrti 
were the agent and not the soul, then there would be non-restriction 
of actions as in the case of perception. Just as it is shown that, if the 
soul be all-pervading, no definite perception will be possible, so also 
if prakrti be the agent, no definite activity will be possible; for if 
prakrti be all-pervading and common to all, all activities would 
produce results in the case of all souls or produce no results in the case 
of any soul. For if each soul is held to be omnipresent, they are all of 
them in equal proximity to all parts of prakrti . We cannot say that 
the distribution of results will depend on different internal organs for 
the omnipresent souls cannot be exclusively connected with any 
particular internal organ. 

II. 3. 38. iakti viparyayat 

On account of the reversal of power. 

iakti: power; viparyayat: on account of reversal. 

If intellect or buddhi , which is an instrument, becomes the agent and 
ceases to function as an instrument, then we will have to devise 
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something else as an instrument. The dispute concerns only terms 
for we need an agent different from the instrument. 

R. points out that, if the internal organ were the agent, it would 
also be the enjoyer. Then there would no longer be any proof for the 
existence of the self but the texts teach that the person, the soul 
exists on account of the fact of enjoyment, puruso’sti bhoktf-bhdvdt. 
Sdmkhya Kdrikd 17. 

II. 3. 39. samddhyabhdvdc ca 

And on account of the impossibility of deep concentration. 

samddhi: deep concentration; abhdvdt: on account of impossibility; 

ca: and. 

We are asked to realise the Self: B.U. II. 4. 5; C.U. VIII. 7. 1; 
M.U. II. 2. 6. If the soul were not the agent, it would be incapable of 
activities like 'hearing, reflecting and meditating* which lead to 
samddhi or self-realisation. Then there would be no liberation for the 
soul. It is therefore clear that the soul alone is the agent and not the 
intellect. 

R. points out that in the final state of meditation called samddhi , 
the meditator realises his difference from prakrti of which the 
internal organ is a modification. So the self is different from the 
intellect. 


Section 15 (40) 

THE SOUL IS AN AGENT WHEN CONNECTED WITH THE 

ADJUNCTS 

II. 3. 40. yathd ca taksobhayatha 
And like a carpenter , in both ways. 

yathd: like; ca: and; taksd: carpenter; ubhayathd: in both ways. 

The soul’s agency is established in the previous sutras. The question 
is raised whether the agency represents the real nature of the Self or is 
only a superimposition. The Nyaya school holds that it is its real 
nature. The Upanisads declare that the Self is non-attached. 
B.U. IV. 3. 7, 15; Katha U. I. 3. 4. The reconciliation is effected by 
the example of the carpenter. The soul is an agent when connected 
with the instruments of action, buddhi, etc., and ceases to be so when 
dissociated from them even as a carpenter works so long as he wields 
his instruments and rests when he lays them aside. The Self is active 
in waking- and dream-states and is blissful when it ceases to be an 
agent as in deep sleep. The Self's true nature is inactive but it 
becomes active when it is connected with its upddhis or adjuncts. 

R. holds that activity is an essential attribute of the soul but from 
this it does not follow that the soul is always actually active. A 
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carpenter, for example, though furnished with the requisite instru¬ 
ments, may either work or not work as he chooses. If the internal 
organ, on the contrary, were essentially active, it would be acting 
constantly since as a non-sentient being it could not be influenced by 
particular reasons for action, such as the desire for enjoyment. 

Nimbarka holds that the soul acts or does not act according to its 
own wish. Srinivasa adds that acting or refraining from action is not 
possible on the part of buddhi which is an instrument like the axe, by 
reason of its non-sentience. On account of the constancy of its 
proximity to a sentient being and the absence of any desire on its 
part, being non-sentient, we will have either perpetual activity or 
perpetual non-activity. 

Baladeva points out that the carpenter is an individual agent when 
he acts through his instruments and a direct agent when he is 
handling the instruments. So also the soul is an indirect agent 
through its sense-organs and a direct agent in the act of controlling 
these sense-organs. 


Section 16 (41-42) 

THE SOUL'S DEPENDENCE ON THE LORD 
II. 3. 41. par at tu tac-chruteh 

But that (agency of the soul) is (derived) from the Supreme Lord* so 
Scripture (teaches). 

parat: from the Supreme Lord; tu: but; tat: that (agency); iruteh: 
Scripture (teaches). 

The texts considered are K.U. III. 8. This one, truly, indeed 
causes him whom he wishes to lead up from these worlds to perform 
good actions. This one, indeed, also causes him whom he wishes to 
lead downward, to perform bad actions.’ Satapatlia Brdhmana 
XIV. 6. 7. 30. ‘He who dwelling within the self pulls the self within', 
ya dtmani tisthann atmdnam antaro yamayatiti. 

The soul in the state of samsdra when it appears as agent and 
enjoyer is brought about through the permission of the Lord who is 
the Highest Self, the supervisor of all actions, the witness residing in 
all beings, the cause of all intelligence. We must assume therefore that 
final release is effected through knowledge caused by the grace of the 
Lord. 1 

R. supports the view by quotations from the B.G. XV. 15; XVIII. 
61. 

Nimbarka uses Taittirlya Aranyaka III. 11. 1. 2 to support the 

1 avidyavasthayam kdrya-karana-samghdto’vivekadariino jlvasydvidyatimi- 
rdndhasya satah parasmdd atmanafi karmadhyaksat sarvabhutddivasdt sdksinaS 
cetayitur ttvardt tad-anujftaya kartrtva-bhoktrtva-laksanasya sanisdrasya 
siddhis tad-anugrdha-hetukenaiva ca vijUdnena mok?a-siddhir bhavitum arhati. f>. 
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view that the individual soul is not an agent independently. His 
agency is subject to the control of the Supreme Lord. 

II. 3. 42. krta-prayatndpeksas tu vihita-pratisiddhdvaiyyarthddibhyah 

But (the Lord's making the soul act) is dependent on the efforts made (by 
it); only thus will the injunctions and prohibitions , etc., be meaningful, 
kxta-prayatna-apeksah: is dependent on the efforts made; tu: but; 
vihita-pratisiddha -avaiyyarthddibhyah: on account of the meaning¬ 
fulness of injunctions, prohibitions, etc. 

This siitra refutes the objection that the Lord must be cruel and 
whimsical since he makes some do good actions and others evil 
actions. The Lord directs the soul taking into account previous good 
and bad deeds. The Lord is a mere occasional cause, in allotting to 
the souls unequal results. The analogy of rain is used. The rain 
constitutes the common occasional cause for shrubs, bushes, corn, 
etc., which belong to different species and spring each from its 
particular seed, for the inequality of sap, flowers, fruits and leaves 
results neither when the rain is absent nor when the special seeds are 
absent; so the Lord arranges favourable or unfavourable conditions 
for the souls taking into account their previous efforts. Since 
samsara is beginningless and endless, the objection of infinite regress 
cannot be raised. 

R. cites B.G. X. 8, 10, 11; XVI. 8-19. 

While in II. 1. 33, it is shown that the Lord is not partial as a 
creator, here it is shown that he is not partial as an instigator. So the 
Lord cannot be accused of cruelty or partiality. Only thus will 
injunctions and prohibitions have a meaning. This does not take 
away from the independence of the Lord, even as a king who 
rewards or punishes his subjects according to their deeds docs not 
lose his independence. 


Section 17 (43-53) 

THE RELATION OF THE INDIVIDUAL SOUL TO 
BRAHMAN 

II. 3. 43. amso ndnd-vyapadesdd anyatha capi dasakitavaditvam 
adhiyata eke 

(The soul is) a part (of the Lord) on account of the declaration of 
difference and otherwise also; for in some (rescensions of the Vedas) (it) 
is spoken of as being (of the nature of) slaves, fishermen, etc . 
amsah: part; ndnd-vyapadeidt: on account of the declaration of 
difference; anyatha: otherwise; ca: and; api: also; ddia-kitavdditvam: 
being of the nature of slaves, fishermen, etc. 

In the previous section, it has been said that the Lord controls the 
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soul. Here the question is raised about the relation of the individual 
soul to Brahman. Is the relation between the two one of master and 
servant or fire and its sparks? This sutra suggests that the soul is a 
part of Brahman as the spark is a part of fire. As Brahman does not 
consist of parts, the soul can only be an imagined part, ‘a part as it 
were'. We do not view the Lord as identical with the soul because of 
the declaration of difference. See C.U. VIII. 7; ILU. IV. 4. 22. There 
are also passages which teach the non-difference of the Lord and the 
soul. S.U. IV. 3; Taittirlya Aranyaka III. 12 . 7. There is a certain 
passage of the Atharva Veda which asserts that ‘ Brahman are the 
fishermen, Brahman the slaves, Brahman these gamblers, etc/ 
‘brahmaddsd hrahmaddsd brahmaiveme kit avail! Since there are 
statements of difference and non-difference, the soul is said to be a 
part of the Lord. 

R. holds that the souls are in reality parts of Brahman and not 
merely in appearance as §. suggests by the phrase 'amsa iva . He 
refutes the other views of absolute difference, absolute non- 
difference and imaginary difference due to limiting adjuncts. 

Nimbarka and Srinivasa argue that the individual soul is neither 
absolutely different from the Highest Person nor absolutely non- 
different from him but is a part of the Highest Self. Part does not 
mean a portion that can be cut off for that would contradict texts 
like ‘without part’. S.U. VI. 19. The individual soul is by nature 
different from the Supreme Person predicated to be the whole and yet 
non-different from him as its existence and activity are under the 
control of the whole. 

Srxkantha says, if it is declared of the class of intelligent beings that 
it is an amsa or fragment of Brahman, as a particular mode of what 
is qualified, being of the same nature as inseparable attributes like 
light, etc., it may be true of the class of non-intclligent beings as well. 

II. 3. 45. apt ca senary ate 

And it is also stated in smrti. 

api: also; ca: and; smaryate: is stated in the smrti. 

The text here is B.G. XV. 7. ‘A fragment of my own self 
(mamaivdmsah ), having become a living soul, eternal, in the world of 
life, draws to itself the senses of which the mind is the sixth, that rest 
in nature/ 

R. omits the ca. 

II. 3. 46. prakdiddivan naivam par ah 

The Highest Lord is not {affected by pleasure and pain) like this {the 
individual soul), even as light, etc. {are not affected by the shape of the 
things they touch). 

prakdiddivat: like light, etc.; na: is not; evam: like this; parah: the 
Highest. 
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The objection that, if the soul is a part of Brahman , the imper¬ 
fections of the soul affect Brahman also is answered in this sutra. As 
the all-pervading sun looks straight or bent when it comes into 
contact with particular objects or as the ether enclosed in a jar 
seems to move when the jar is moved or as the sun appears to shake 
when the water in which it is reflected shakes but in reality none of 
these undergoes these changes, so also the Supreme is not affected by 
pleasure and pain which are experienced by the individual soul which 
is a product of ignorance and is limited by adjuncts of buddhi, etc. 

R. makes out that the individual soul is a visesana of the Highest 
Self, standing to it in the relation of part to whole. The Highest Self 
is not of the same nature as the individual soul. As the luminous body 
is of a nature different from that of its light, so the Highest Self differs 
from the individual soul which is a part of it. As the attribute and the 
substratum are not identical, the soul and Brahman are not the same. 

Srikantha develops here his distinctive visistddvaita. 

Baladeva begins here a new section dealing with the queston of the 
Lord's incarnations. Supreme (incarnations are) not so, (i.e. parts of 
the Lord as the individual souls are) as in the case of light. Though 
incarnations and individual souls are both parts of the Lord, the 
word amia has a different meaning when applied to the incarnations. 
They represent the entire Lord. 

II. 3. 47. smaranti ca 

And the smftis state . 

smaranti: the smrtis state: ca: and. 

The texts M.U. III. 1 . 1 ; Kafha U. II. 5. 11 state the difference. 
Tt is not stained by the fruits of actions any more than a lotus leaf by 
water.' na lipyate phalais capi padma-patram ivambhasd. M.B. 
XII. 13754. 

R. and Srikantha quote other texts to show that the soul is an 
attribute of the Lord. 

Baladeva uses other texts to show that incarnations are not parts 
of the Lord in the same sense in which the individual souls are. 

II. 3. 48. anujhd-pariharau deha-sambandhaj jyotiradivat 

Injunctions and prohibitions {are possible) on account of the connection 
{of the soul) with the body, as in the case of light, etc . 
anujna-pariharau: injunctions and prohibitions; deha-sambandhat: on 
account of the connection with the body; jyotir-adivat: like light, etc. 

Permissions and prohibitions are possible, because the Self, though 
one, is connected with various bodies. The connection, however, 
originates in the erroneous notion that the Self is the aggregate of the 
body and so on. When the error is removed and knowledge obtained, 
there are no obligations. Fundamentally all obligation is an erroneous 
imagination existing in the case of him only who does not see that 
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his Self is no more connected with a body than the ether is with 
jars and the like. The illustration of light is given to show that, 
though light is one only, we shun the light which shines on unholy 
places and not that which falls on pure ground. Some things con¬ 
sisting of earth are desired like diamonds and beryls; others like dead 
bodies are shunned. 

While S. develops his doctrine of adhydsa, Bhaskara speaks of his 
doctrine of upadhi. 

R. holds that though all souls are essentially of the same nature as 
parts of Brahman , permissions and exclusions are possible for the 
reason that each individual soul is joined to some particular body, 
pure or impure. 

Baladeva continues his view of the distinction between incar¬ 
nations and ordinary individuals. While the individual soul, though a 
part of the Lord, is connected with ignorance and a body and is as 
such under the control of the Lord for its activity and inactivity, 
incarnation, though a part of the Lord, is not under his control. The 
eye or the power of vision though a part of the sun depends on the 
permission and presence of the sun for its activity or otherwise, 
while a ray of the sun, though a part of the sun, is identical with it and 
does not depend on the permission of the sun. 

II. 3. 49. asantatei cdvyatikarah 

And on account of the non-extension {of the individual soul beyond its 
own body) there is no confusion [of the results of actions), 
asantateh: non-extension (beyond its own body); ca: and; avyatikarah: 
no confusion (of results of actions). 

If it is argued that on account of the unity of the Self, there would 
result a confusion of the results of actions, since everyone would get 
the results of actions of everyone else, it is said in reply that the 
individual soul is connected only with a particular body, mind, etc. 
Since the individual souls are thus different from each other there is 
no possibility of confusion. 

R. understands avyatikarah to mean absence of confusion. 

There is no mixing up of the accumulated merit and demerit of 
various souls since they are distinct, are of atomic size and reside in 
separate bodies. R. suggests that the other views of the soul being 
Brahman deluded or Brahman affected by a limiting adjunct are 
incapable of explaining how the experiences of the different selves 
are not mixed up . 1 

Nimbarka says that the individual souls are parts of the all- 
pervasive being and are themselves all-pervasive by reason of the 
attribute of knowledge, yet they, being atomic in size, are not 
all-pervasive and so there is no confusion among their actions. 

1 bhranta-brahma-jlva-vade copahita-brahma-jlva-vade ca jlvaparayor jivanath 
ca bhogavyatikaradayah sarve do$ah santi. 
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Baladeva argues that the soul is atomic and not full and perfect 
like an incarnation and so is different from him. 

Srlkantha reads avyatirekah for avyatikarah. Though the souls are 
distinct, their experiences are similar. The experiences, though 
similar, are not mixed up. 

II. 3. 50. dbhdsa eva ca 

And [the individual soul is) only a reflection (of the Supreme Lord), 
dbhdsah: a reflection; eva: only; ca: and. 

The individual soul is a mere reflection of the Highest Self 
analogous to the reflection of the sun in the water. It is neither 
directly the Highest Self nor a different thing. Even when one 
reflected image of the sun trembles, another reflected image does not 
on that account tremble also, so when one soul is connected with 
actions and results of actions, another soul is not on that account 
connected likewise. There is therefore no confusion of actions and 
results. 

£. here criticises the Sdmkhya and the Vaisesika theories of the self. 

This siitra is taken by the Advaita Vedantins as a statement of 
pratibimba-vdda, that the individual soul is but the reflection of the 
Self in buddhi as distinct from the avaccheda-vdda or the view that the 
soul is the Highest Self in so far as it is limited by its adjuncts. 

Bhaskara reads vd in place of ca and criticises S.’s view. 

R.interprets dbhdsa as hetvabhdsa, a fallacious argument, and makes 
out that the view that the soul is Brahman in so far as it is limited by 
non-real adjuncts is an erroneous argument. R. points out that the 
obscuration of the light of that which is nothing but light means 
destruction of that light, prakasaika-svarupasya prakdsa-tirodhdnam 
prakdsa-ndsa eva . If difference is due to upddhis, which are the 
products of avidya, then the spheres of experience are bound to be 
mixed up as the thing with which all the limiting adjuncts 
connect themselves is one only: avidyd-parikalpitopadhi-bhedc hi 
sarvopddhibhir-upahita-svarupasyaikatvdbhyupagamdd bhoga - 
vyatikaras tad-avastha eva. 

Srikantha follows R. in criticising the reflection theory. 

Nimbarka and Srinivasa read abhasdh and make out that the 
arguments of Sdmkhya and Vaiiesika are fallacious. 

Baladeva makes out that the equation of the individual soul with 
the incarnation is fallacious since it involves the fallacy of undistri¬ 
buted middle. Simply because soul and incarnation are both parts 
of the Lord we cannot equate the two. 

II. 3. 51. adrstdniyamat 

On account of the unseen principle being non-restrictive. 

adfsta: the unseen principle; aniyamdt: on account of being non- 

restrictive. 
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Adrsfa is the unseen principle of the nature ot religious merit or 
demerit. According to the Sdmkhya system it inheres not in the self 
but in pradhdna. As the latter is the same for all souls, it cannot 
determine the enjoyment of pleasure and pain for each individual 
self. According to the Vaisesika, the unseen principle is created by 
the conjunction of the soul with the mind and there is no reason why 
any particular adrsta should belong to any particular soul. So 
confusion of results is inescapable. 

R. holds that the attempt to explain different spheres of experience 
as traceable to beginningless adrstas which are the cause of the 
limiting adjuncts is futile as the adrstas have for their substrate 
Brahman itself and there is no reason for their definite allotment to 
particular souls and so there can be no definite separation of spheres 
of experience. The limiting adjuncts as well as the adrstas cannot by 
their connection with Brahman split up Brahman itself which is one 
in reality. 

Baladeva begins a new section here stating the mutual differences 
among the individual souls. 

II. 3. 52. abhisandhyadisv api caivam 
And it is so even with regard to resolves, etc. 

abhisandhyddisu: in regard to resolves, etc.; api: even; ca: and; 
evam: it is so. 

The same objection applies to resolves, etc., for these are formed by 
the conjunction of the soul and the mind. 

Baladeva says that the individual souls are different even with 
regard to their resolves and the rest. 

II. 3. 53. pradesdd iti cen ndntar-bhdvdt 

If it be said that (the distinction of experiences results) from (the 
difference of) place, (we say) not so, on account (of the self) being within 
all (bodies). 

pradesdt: from (difference of) place; iti cet: if it be said; na: not so; 
antar-bhavdt: on account of the Self being in all bodies. 

If it be said, as the Nydya docs, that though each soul is all- 
pervading, yet if we take its connection with the mind to take place 
in that part of it which is limited by its body, then a confusion will 
not result, this is not tenable for since every soul is all-pervading and 
therefore permeates all bodies, there is nothing to determine that a 
particular body belongs to a particular soul. Again, there cannot be 
more than one all-pervading entity. If there were, they would limit 
each other and so cease to be all-pervading or infinite. There is only 
one Self and not many. The plurality of selves is a product of 
ignorance. It is not a reality. 

R. takes up the prima facie view, that though Brahman is one 
only and cannot be split up by the several limiting adjuncts with 
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which it is connected, still the separation of the spheres of every 
enjoyment is not impossible since the places of Brahman which are 
connected with the upadhis are distinct. R. answers this objection by 
saying that as the upadhis move here and there and so all places 
enter into connection with all upadhis , the mixing up of spheres of 
enjoyment cannot be avoided. Even if upadhis were connected with 
different places, the pain connected with some particular place would 
affect the whole of Brahman which is one only. 

Nimbarka and Srinivasa commenting on this sutra hold that the 
individual soul is a part of Brahman, atomic in size, knowledge by 
nature, and is possessed of the attributes of being an agent, a knower 
and so on and is different in every body. 

For Baladeva, adrsfa or the unseen principle is the cause of the 
differences among the souls. 



Section 1 (1-4) 

THE ORIGIN OF THE SENSE-ORGANS 

II. 4. 1. tathd pranah 

Likewise the vital breaths . 

tathd: likewise; pranah: the vital breaths. 

While many scriptural passages (C.U. VI. 2. 3; T.U. II. 1) speak of 
the origin of things, it is mentioned in some texts that the vital 
breaths are not produced. Satapatha Brdhmana VI. 1.1.1 states that 
the vital breaths existed before the origin of things. There are other 
passages where we read of the origin of vital breaths: B.U. II. 1. 20; 
M.U. II. 1.3 and 8; Praina U. VI. 4. There is thus uncertainty. The 
sutra holds that the vital breaths spring from Brahman. In support of 
it are many texts: B.U. II. 1. 20; M.U. II. 1. 3. So the vital breaths 
are created. The word ‘likewise’ refers not to the immediately 
preceding topic of the last part, i.e. the plurality of souls, but to 
the creation of dkdsa, etc., spoken of earlier. In Purva Mimdmsd 

III. 4. 32 the word ‘ tadvat ', 'in the same manner’, refers not to 
the immediately preceding sections but to an earlier one, III. 4. 28. 

Srikantha takes this sutra as setting down the prima facie view 
that (as the individual soul is eternal) so are the vital breaths. 

II. 4. 2. gaunyasambhavat 

On account of the impossibility {of explaining the origination) in a 
secondary sense. 

gaunt: secondary sense; asambhavdt: on account of impossibility. 

To take the texts in a secondary sense would lead to the abandon¬ 
ment of the general assertion, ‘By the knowledge of one, everything 
else is known': M.U. 1.1.3. The reference to the existence of the vital 
breaths before creation in Satapatha Brdhmana is in regard to 
Hiranya-garbha who is not resolved in the partial dissolution of the 
world, though all other effects are resolved. In complete dissolution, 
even Hiranya-garbha is resolved. 

R. takes this and the next sutra as one and makes out that the plural 
number in the text is secondary because of impossibility, i.e. prior to 
creation Brahman alone exists. 

Srikanfha follows R., takes this and the next sutra as forming one 
and holds that it answers the prima facie view. 

II. 4. 3. tat prdk irutei ca 

And on account of that {word which indicates origin) being mentioned 

first {in connection with the vital breaths ). 

tat: that; prdk: first; iruteh: being mentioned; ca: and. 

M.U. 1. 3 says: ‘from him are born vital breaths, mind and all the 
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organs, ether, air, water, fire and earth 1 . The word 'born* occurs at the 
very beginning; if it is interpreted in the primary sense with respect 
to ether, etc., it should be so interpreted with regard to vital breath, 
mind and organs mentioned earlier. 

II. 4. 4. tat-piirvakatvad vacah 

Because the organ of speech is preceded by that (i.e. fire and the other 
elements). 

tat-pu>rvakatvdt: because of being preceded by that; vacah: of the 
organ of speech. 

C.U. VI. 5. 4 shows that the organs are the products of the 
elements, which, in their turn, arise from Brahman. So they also are 
the products of Brahman. 

R. holds that prana stands not for the sense-organs but for 
Brahman. For him the sutra is ‘Because of speech [names of objects] 
being preceded by that [the existence of the objects]’. Names of 
objects presuppose the existence of objects. But prior to creation 
there were no objects and so no speech or organs of speech. 
Srikantha and Baladeva follow R.’s interpretation. 


Section 2 (5-6) 

THE NUMBER OF THE ORGANS 
II. 4. 5. saptagater visesitatvdc ca 

(The organs arc) seven (in number) because it is so known (from the 
Scriptures). 

sapta: seven; gateh: because it is so known, viicsitatvdt: on account 
of the specification; ca: and. 

Thereare texts which declare that thereareseven organs: ‘The seven 
life-breaths spring from it’ (M.U. II. 1, 8) and the specification in the 
text ‘Seven indeed are life-breaths in the head'. (Taittiriya Samhitd 
V. 1.7. 1.) There are other texts which mention eight (B.U. III. 2. 1), 
ten (Taittiriya Samhitd V. 3. 2. 3), eleven (B.U. III. 9. 4), twelve 
(B.U. II. 4.11), thirteen ( Prasna U . IV. 8). The opponent argues that 
the number is seven and the statements of other numbers refer to 
difference of modifications. R. states the purva-paksa as mentioning 
seven organs only, the others being organs only in a metaphorical 
sense since they assist the soul. 

II. 4. 6. hastddayas tu sthite’to naivam 

But the hands , etc. (are also mentioned as sense-organs in scriptural 
texts). This being so, it is not like this (i.e. they are not merely seven in 
number). 
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hastddayah: hands, etc.; tu: but; sthitc: being so; atah: therefore; 
na: not; evam: like this. 

'But' refutes the view of the previous sutra. The number is said to 
be eleven consisting of the five organs of knowledge, the five organs of 
action and the inner organ. Manas or mind, buddhi or understanding, 
aham-kdra or self-sense and citta or consciousness are all modifications 
of the internal organ, etat sarvam mana eva. All this is mind only. They 
are not separate organs and do not raise the number beyond eleven. 

R. says that the organs are not seven only but eleven since the 
hands and the rest also contribute towards the experience and 
fruition of that which abides in the body (i.e. the soul) and have their 
separate functions, such as seizing and so on. While these are to be 
added to the seven organs, buddhi, etc., need not be added since they 
are only different names of mind when it is functioning in different 
ways. The number eleven is confirmed bv scriptural texts. B.U. 
11.4. 11; B.G. XIII. 5. 

Sthite in R. means ‘because of abiding [in the body and assisting 
the soul]’. 


Section 3 (7) 

THE ORGANS ARE MINUTE IN SIZE 

II. 4. 7. anavas ca 

And (they are) minute, 
anavah: minute; ca: and. 

The organs are minute, subtle and so are not seen. If they were 
all-pervading, then the texts which speak of going out of the body, 
etc., would become self-contradictory. Again, since we do not 
perceive through the senses what is happening throughout the 
universe, which would be the case if they were all-pervading, they 
are said to be subtle and limited in size. R. mentions B.U. I. 5. 13, 
These are all alike, all infinite', and argues that infinity refers to the 
abundance of activities of the life-breath which is to be meditated on. 


Section 4 (8) 

THE CHIEF VITAL BREATH IS PRODUCED FROM 
BRAHMAN 


II. 4. 8 . sresthas ca 

And the chief (vital breath). 

iresthah: the chief (vital breath); ca: and. 

The text considered is C.U. V. 1 . 1 . ‘The vital breath is, indeed, the 
oldest and the best.' It is the chief because we will not be able to live 

O* 
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without it. (B.U. VI. 1.13.) Rg Veda X. 129. 2 says: 'By its own law it 
was moving without air.’ This suggests the doubt that before creation 
there was the vital breath. That doubt is removed by this stitra. As 
the words 'was moving' are qualihed by 'without air', they do not 
indicate that the vital breath existed before creation. M.U. II. 1.3 
says ‘From this [the Self] is produced the vital breath'. 

R. points out that the words ‘the one was moving without air' do 
not refer to the vital breath of living creatures but intimate the 
existence of the Highest Brahman, alone by itself. 


Section 5 (9-12) 

THE CHIEF VITAL BREATH IS DIFFERENT FROM AIR 
AND THE SENSE FUNCTIONS 

II. 4. 9. na vayukriye prthag-upadesat 

(The chief vital breath) is neither air nor function (of the organs) on 
account of its being mentioned separately. 

na: not; vayu-kriye: air or function; prthak: separately; upade&dt: 
on account of being mentioned. 

The objection is raised that there is no separate principle called 
prana or vital breath. It is just air which exists in the mouth as well 
as outside. There are texts which make out that prana is vdyu . 
refers to the other view that 'the five breaths, prana, are the common 
function of the other instruments’. The reference is to the Sdmkhya 
Sutra II. 31; sdmanya-karana-vrttih. While §. understands by 
karana the eleven organs, the Sdmkhya commentator gives another 
interpretation, sddharani karanasya antah-karana-trayasya vrttih 
parinama-bheda iti . 

The sutra points out that prana is neither air nor function as many 
scriptural texts distinguish prana from air and function. See M.U. 
II. 1. 3; if it is said that as eleven birds shut up in one cage may, 
although each makes a separate effort, move the cage by the 
combination of their efforts, even so the functions which abide in 
one body may, although each has its own special function, by the 
combination of these functions produce one common function called 
prana , this argument is untenable for we see that the birds by their 
combined efforts move the cage but we do not see that the different 
functions in the body produce the function of vital breath. The 
functions of the organs are not of the same character; they are of a 
distinct nature from that of the vital breath. So it is different from 
all functions and air. 
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II. 4. 10 . caksuradivat tu tat-saha-Hstyddibhyah 

But ( 1 the life-breath is subordinate to the soul) like the eye, etc., on 
account of its being taught with them and other reasons, 
caksuradivat: like eyes, etc.; tu: but; tat-saha-sistyddibhyah: on 
account of its being taught with them and other reasons. 

In the Upanisads C.U. I. 2. 7; B.U. I. 5. 21 , the vital breath is 
mentioned along with the sense-organs. They are grouped together 
since they are all subordinate to the soul. The other reasons 
mentioned in the sutra are that they are made up of parts, are non- 
conscious, etc. The vital breath is under the control of the individual 
soul and is serviceable to it like the eyes. 

II. 4. 11 . akaranatvdc ca na dosas tatha hi darsayati 

And on account of its not being an instrument, the objection is not 
{valid); for thus ( Scripture) shows. 

akaranatvdt: on account of not being an instrument; ca: and; na: not; 
dosah: fault or objection; tatha hi: because thus; darsayati: (sruti) 
shows. 

If the vital breath is an instrument of the soul like the eye and 
other organs, then there must be some special form of activity by 
which it assists the soul but no such activity is perceived. To this 
objection, the present sutra gives an answer. It is not an instrument 
or organ like the eye, for which a separate sense-object is necessary; 
yet it has a function in the body, viz. the maintenance of the body, 
sarira-raksd. See B.U. IV. 3. 12, I. 3. 18, 19; Prasna U. II. 3. 

K. quotes C.U. V. 1 . 7ff. where, on the successive departure of 
speech and so on, the body and the other organs maintain their 
strength, while on the departure of the vital breath the body and all 
the organs become weak and powerless. So the vital breath serves the 
purpose of the individual soul. 

II. 4. 12. pancavfttir manovad vyapadisyate 

It is taught as having a fivefold function like the mind . 
paflcavrUih: (having) fivefold function; manovat: like the mind; 
vyapadisyate: is taught. 

It has five functions, prana, apdna, vydna, uddna, samdna : 
breathing in, breathing out, holding in so as to aid works requiring 
strength, the ascending when the soul passes out of the body, and 
the function which carries the nutriment through all the limbs of the 
body. 

R. mentions B.U. I. 5. 3, for the five functions of the air. 
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Section 6 (13) 

THE MINUTENESS OF THE VITAL BREATH 

II. 4. 13. anus ca 

And (it is) minute (or atomic). 

anuh: minute; ca: and. 

It is minute, limited and subtle like the senses. If the objection is 
raised that in B.U. I. 3. 22, it is said to be all-pervading, the answer 
is given that the reference there is to Hiranya-garbha, the cosmic 
soul. So far as the individual soul is concerned, it is limited. 
Srinivasa mentions Prasna U. II. 6. 


Section 7 (14-16) 

II. 4. 14. jyotirddy adhisthdnam tu tad-dmananat 

But the guidance by fire, etc., on account of the declaration of that, 
jyotir-ddi-adhisthdnam: guidance (or control) by fire and the rest; 
tu: but; tat-amananat: on account of the declaration of that. 

The question is raised about the dependence or independence of 
the vital breath and the other organs. They are said to be controlled 
by gods like fire, etc. Sec Aitareya Aranyaka II. 4. 2. 4. Fire, having 
become speech, entered the mouth, agnir vag bhutvd mukham 
prdvisat. They cannot move of themselves and are dependent on 
presiding deities. See also C.U. IV. 18. 3; B.U. I. 3. 12. 

R. and Srikantha read this and the next sutra as one and argue that 
the fire god and the rest as well as the individual soul rule over the 
sense-organs but their rule depends on the mind and will of the Lord. 

R. quotes B.U. II. 1. 18, III. 7. 8. 9; T.U. II. 8 and argues that the 
sense-organs together with their guiding divinities and the individual 
soul depend in all their doings on the thought of the Highest Person. 
indriydndnt sdbhimdni-devatdnam jivdtmanai ca sva-kdryesu parama - 
purusa-manandyattatva-sdstrat. 

Baladeva makes out that the Lord is the primary initiator of the 
sense-organs while the fire god and the rest as well as the individual 
soul are secondary initiators. 

II. 4. 15. pranavata sabddt 

(It is not so since the breaths are connected) with the possessor of the 
vital breath (viz. the individual soul as we know) from the Scripture, 
pranavata: one possessing the breaths (the organs); sabddt: from the 
Scripture. 

The gods are not the enjoyers. The soul is the enjoyer in the body. 
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The Scriptures declare that the relation between the soul and the 
organs is that of master and servant. See C.U. VIII. 12. 4. Though 
there are many gods in the body each presiding over a particular 
organ, there is only one enjoyer. Otherwise we will not be able to 
account for the memory of the past. Ratnaprabhd says, kincayo’ham 
rufam adrdksarh sa evdham synomlti pratisandhdndd okas sdrira eva 
bhokta na bahavo dev ah. 

II. 4. 16. tasya ca nityatvdt 

And on account of the permanence of that (i.e. the embodied soul), 
tasya: of that; ca: and; nityatvdt: on account of permanence. 

The soul abides permanently in the body as the experienccr of 
pleasure and pain and the results of good and evil actions. It is not 
reasonable to suggest that in the body which is the result of the soul’s 
actions, others like gods enjoy. See B.U. 1. 5. 20 where it is said that 
evil does not approach the gods. The soul is the enjoyer. See B.U. 
IV. 4. 2. 

R. says that as the quality inhering in all things, of being ruled by 
the Highest Self, is eternal, it follows that the rule of the soul and the 
divinities over the organs depends on the will of the Highest Self. 
See T.U. II. 6. ‘Having created it, into it, indeed, he entered.’ The 
Highest Person has entered into all things to be their ruler. See also 
B.G. X. 42. 

Baladeva makes out that the relationship between the Highest 
Lord and the divinities is eternal, so the divinities rule the sense- 
organs through the mere will of the Lord. 


Section 8 (17-19) 

THE ORGANS ARE INDEPENDENT PRINCIPLES AND NOT 
MODIFICATIONS OF THE CHIEF BREATH 

II. 4. 17. ta indriydni tad-vyapadeidd anyatra sresthat 

They {the breaths) are senses on account of their being so designated 

except the chief. 

te: they; indriydni: organs; tad-vyapadesdt: on account of being so 
designated; anyatra: except; sresthat: the chief. 

The opponent quotes B.U. I. 5. 21 and argues that the different 
organs are modes of the vital breath. The sutra says that they are 
independent since they are separately mentioned. M.U. II. 1.3. The 
life-breath is not generally treated as a sense-organ. This difference of 
designation is appropriate only if there is a difference of being. If 
there were unity of being, it would be contradictory that the life 
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principle should sometimes be designated as sense-organ and some¬ 
times not. So the other life-breaths are different in being from the 
chief vital breath. 

R. quotes B.G. XIII. 5 and argues that the chief vital breath is not 
designated as an organ. 

Srinivasa points out that B. U.1.5. 21, ‘Let us all assume his form', 
means that the activities of the sense-organs are under the control of 
the vital breath and so are said to be vital breaths; even as C.U. 
III. 14.1, ‘All this is, verily, Brahman’ , means that all this is under the 
control of the Supreme. 

II. 4. 18. hheda sruteh 

On account of scriptural texts regarding difference, 
hheda: difference; sruteh: on account of scriptural texts. 

In B.U. 1.3. 2 and I. 5.3 the organs are treated in one section and 
the vital breath in another. This shows that they do not belong to the 
same class. The organs are independent principles and not modes of 
the vital breath. 

R. and Nimbarka treat this and the next siitra as one. 

R. says that M.U. II. 1. 3 mentions the vital breath separately 
from the organs and so it is not one of the organs. We also observe 
that it is different from the organs of sight, etc. In the state of deep 
sleep, the activity of breath is noticed while that of sight, etc., is not. 
While the organs serve as instruments of cognition and action, the 
work of breath serves to maintain the body and the organs. Since the 
subsistence of the organs depends on breath, the organs themselves 
are said to be forms of breath. See B.U. I. 5. 21. When it is said that 
they become its form it means that they become its body, and that 
their activity depends on it. 

II. 4. 19. vailaksanyac ca 

And on account of characteristic differences. 

vailaksanyat: on account of characteristic differences; ca: and. 

S. points out certain differences. The organs do not function in deep 
sleep while the vital breath does. The organs get tired but not the 
vital breath. The loss of organs does not affect life but the passing out 
of the vital breath ends in the death of the body. The passage that 
the organs assumed the form of the vital breath means that the 
organs depend on the vital breath even as the servants on the master. 
The vital breath is the leader of the organs. 
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Section 9 (20-22) 

THE EVOLUTION OF NAMES AND FORMS IS THE WORK 
OF THE SUPREME LORD, AND NOT OF THE INDIVIDUAL 

SOUL 

II. 4. 20. samjnd-murti-klptis tu trivft-kurvata upadeidt 

But the fashioning of name and shape (is the function) of him who 
renders tripartite, on account of the teaching. 

sarhjhd-murti-klptih: the fashioning of name and shape; tu: but; 
trivft-kurvatah: of him who renders tripartite; upadesdt: on account 
of the teaching. 

The question is raised whether the individual soul or the Supreme 
Lord fashions names and shapes after the three elements have been 
made by the Lord. C.U. VI. 2 refers to the making of the elements. 
C.U. VI. 3. 2 says: That Divinity thought: well, let me enter into 
these three divinities by means of this living self and let me then 
develop names and forms.’ So the doubt arises whether the shaping of 
the gross world after the elements have been made belongs to the 
individual soul or the Supreme Lord. This sutra makes out that the 
individual soul has not the power to make the gross world. The next 
passage, VI. 3.3, declares that the Supreme Lord alone fashions names 
and shapes and produces the gross elements and this world. Even 
when a potter produces pots the Lord is the inner director. He resides 
in everything and directs the whole creation. 

R. makes out that the rendering tripartite cannot belong to 
Brahma (Hiranya-garbha) who abides within the Brahma-egg for the 
egg itself is produced from fire, water and earth after these elements 
have been made tripartite. Manu says tasminn ande hhavad brahma 
sarva-loka-pitdmdhah (119). In that egg originated Brahma , the 
grandfather of all the worlds. The living self in the passage denotes 
the Highest Brahman as having the soul for its body, jlva-iarlrakam 
pararh brahmaiva jiva-iabdendbhidhlyate. So the work of differen¬ 
tiating names and shapes belongs to the Highest Brahman which has 
for its body, Hiranya-garbha, who represents the soul in its aggregate 
form. 

For Nimbarka and Srinivasa, the Supreme Brahman alone who 
renders tripartite is designated as the creator of names and shapes and 
the individual soul is incapable of creating them. 

II. 4. 21. matnsddi bhaumam yathd-iabdam itarayoi ca 

Flesh and the rest are of an earthly nature in accordance with the 
scriptural text, and of the other too . 

mamsadi: flesh and the rest; bhaumam: (are) of an earthly nature; 
yathd-iabdam: according to the Scripture; itarayoh: of the other 
(two); ca: too, also. 
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Earth when assimilated by man becomes flesh. See C.U. VI. 5. 1. 
We have to understand the effects of the other two elements also 
according to the Scriptures. Water produces blood, vital breath, etc., 
and tire, bone, marrow and the organ of speech. 

R. makes out that the earth when eaten is disposed of in three 
ways, faeces, flesh and mind; water when drunk becomes urine, 
blood and breath; lire becomes bones, marrow and speech. 

II. 4. 22. vaisesyat tu tad-vddas tad-vddah 

But on account of distinctiveness there is that designation, that 
designation. 

vaisesyat: on account of distinctiveness; tu: but; tad-vddah: that 
designation; tad-vddah: that designation. 

If all the gross elements contain the three fine elements, why do we 
have special names for earth, water and Are? The answer is given that 
as the fine elements are not found in equal proportion in each of the 
gross elements, they are named after that line element which is 
found in a preponderant degree in their composition. The repetition 
at the end is to indicate the conclusion of a chapter. 


Section 1 (1-7) 

THE SOUL WHEN PASSING OUT OF THE BODY AT THE 
TIME OF DEATH IS ENVELOPED BY SUBTLE MATERIAL 

ELEMENTS 

III. 1 . 1 . tad-antara-pratipattau ramhati sarhparisvaktah , prasna- 
nirupandhhydm 

(The soul) goes (out of the body) enveloped (by subtle material elements) 
with a view to obtaining a different (body) / (so is it known) from the 
question and explanation (in the Scripture). 

tad-antara-pratipattau: with a view to obtaining a different body; 
ramhati: goes; sarhparisvaktah: enveloped (by subtle material 
elements); prasna-nirupanabhyam: from the question and the 
explanatory answer. 

The first part of this chapter explains the significance of the 
different texts, removes doubts and attempts to produce a sense of 
dispassion for the world by disclosing its imperfections. The second 
part tries to produce a yearning for Brahman by a discussion of his 
attributes. The third part describes the different types of meditation, 
their points of agreement and difference. The fourth part considers 
the question whether the highest end of man is derived from know¬ 
ledge or action or both. 

The soul, on departing from the body, carries with it subtle 
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material elements. In C.U. V. 3. 3ff., water is called person, as the 
soul departs enveloped by water. Though the material elements are 
available everywhere, the seeds for a future body are not easily 
available. Again, the adjuncts of the individual soul such as the 
organs, etc. (B.U. IV. 4. 2), cannot accompany the soul unless there 
is a material basis which carries the impressions left by previous 
lives, purva-prajna janmdntariya-sarhskdrah. Anandagiri. If the 
scriptural text (B.U. IV. 4. 3) is cited as declaring that like a 
caterpillar the soul does not abandon the old body before it makes an 
approach to another body, it is said in reply that the example of the 
caterpillar is used to suggest not the non-abandonment of the old 
body but the lengthening out of the creative effort whose object is to 
obtain a new body which new body is presented by the barman of the 
soul. 5. repudiates the views of the Sdmkhya, the Bauddha, the 
Vaisesika and the Jaina thinkers. 

III. 1. 2. trydtmakatvdt tu bhuyastvdt 

But on account of [water) consisting of three [elements) [the soul goes 
enveloped by all these elements and not merely water though water alone 
is mentioned) on account of its preponderance. 

trydtmakatvdt: on account of (water) consisting of three elements; 
tu: but; bhuyastvdt: on account of preponderance. 

The answer is here given to the objection that the soul goes 
enveloped by water only and not the subtle parts of all elements. In 
water are found the other two elements, fire and earth. Water is 
specifically mentioned on account of its preponderance and not 
because it is the only element. ‘Water’ implies the subtle parts of all 
the elements which constitute the seed of the body. 

R. quotes C.U. VI. 3. 4 to indicate the tripartite character of all the 
elements. See also B.S. II. 4. 19-21. 

Bhaskara reads dtmakat tu but the interpretation is the same. 

III. 1.3. prana-gates ca 

And on account of the going of the vital breaths. 

prdna-gateh: on account of the going of the life-breaths; ca: and. 

B.U. IV. 4. 2 mentions that when the vital breath departs all 
organs depart. When they leave they must have a material base. So 
it is inferred that water and the other elements follow the soul and 
these form a basis for the organs. For the life-breaths cannot either 
move or abide anywhere without such a base, na hi nirdsraydh 
pranah kvacid gacchanti tisfhanti vd. S. 

R. quotes B.G. XV. 7-^8. 

III. 1. 4. agnyadi-gatisruter iti cen na bhdktatvdt 

If it be said [that the life-breaths and organs do not accompany the soul) 
on account of the scriptural statements as to entering into fire , etc. [we say 
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that it is) not so on account of the metaphorical nature (of those state - 
ments). 

agnyddi-gatih: entering into fire, etc.; Sruteh: from the Scriptures; 
iti cet: if it be said; na: not so; bhdktaivdt: on account of metaphorical 
nature. 

B.U. III. 2. 13 says that at the time of death the organs are 
resolved into their presiding deities. How then can they accompany 
the soul? The answer is given in the sictra that there are many texts 
which declare that they accompany the soul. B.U. IV. 4. 2. The texts 
cited should be interpreted in a secondary sense even as the passage 
(B.U. III. 12. 13.) 'His body hairs to the medicinal herbs, his hairs on 
the head to the trees' is to be interpreted in a secondary sense for it is 
not found that the body hairs and the rest of a dead man dissolve 
into the medicinal herbs, etc. 

III. 1. 5. prathame 'sravandd iti cen na td eva hy upapatteh 

If it be said on account of non-mention (of water) in the first (fire), (we 
reply) it alone, on account of fitness. 

prathame: in the first (of the offerings); asravanat: on account of 
non-mention; iti cet: if it be said; na: not so; tah: that; eva: only; 
hi: because; upapatteh: on account of fitness. 

If it be objected that in C.U. V. 4. 2, sraddha is mentioned and not 
water, it is said in answer that Sraddha means water. 

Otherwise the answer to the question will not be relevant. Cp. 
Anandagiri: upasamhardlocandyam api sraddha-sabda-tvam apam 
evety aha tv iti. To take sraddha as water is the only coherent 
interpretation. Cp. Taittiriya Samhita I. 6. 8. 1. Sraddha, indeed, is 
water, as it produces in the person a will for holy works, dpo hdsmai 
sraddhdm san-namantepunyaya karmane. Again, water, when forming 
the seed of the body, becomes thin and subtle and thus resembles 
faith. A man who is as strong as a lion is sometimes called a lion. 
Sraddha may be applied to water since water is intimately connected 
with religious works which depend on faith even as the word 
'platform' is applied to men on the platform. 

III. 1 . 6 . airutatvdd iti cen nestadikarindm pratiteh 

If it be said on account of the non-mention (of water) in the Scripture 
(the souls also do not depart enveloped by water ), (we say) not so because 
it is understood (from the Scriptures) that the souls who perform 
sacrifices , etc., (alone go to heaven ). 

asrutatvdt: on account of non-mention in the Sruti; iti cet: if it be 
said; na: not so; istddikarindm: the performers of sacrifices, etc.; 
pratiteh: being understood. 

In C.U. V. 3. 3, there is mention of water only but no reference to 
the soul. How can we infer that the soul departs enveloped by water 
and is born again as man? C.U. V. 10. 3-4 state that those who 
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perform sacrifices, etc., go to heaven enveloped by water which is 
supplied by the materials like curds and the rest which arc offered as 
oblations in sacrifices. These assume a subtle form called apurva and 
attach themselves to the sacrificer. S. says tah sraddhd-purvaka- 
karma-samavdyinyah dhutimayya apopurva-rupds satyas tan istddi- 
kdrino jtvdn parivesfyamum lokam phaladdndya nayanti. 

R. refers to those who, while devoid of the knowledge of Brahman , 
practise useful works, reach the heavenly world and become there of 
the nature of the moon, soma-raj anah. When the results of their 
good works are exhausted, they return again and enter on a new 
state, punya-karmavasane ca punar agatya garbham prapnuvanti. R. 
See C.U. V. 10. It is the soul which moves enveloped by water and the 
other subtle elements. 

III. 1. 7. bhdktam va ndtmavittvat tathd hi darsayati 

Or (the soul's being the food of the gods is) metaphorical on account of 
their not knowing the Self; for thus Scripture shows, 
bhdktam: in a metaphorical or secondary sense; va: or; andtmavittvdt: 
on account of not knowing the Self; tathd: thus; hi: for; darsayati: 
(sruti or Scripture) shows. 

C.U. V. 10. 4 says: That is the food of the gods. That the gods eat.' 
See also B.U. VI. 2. 16. How then can the souls enjoy thefruitof their 
deeds? The sutra says that these statements are not to be taken in a 
literal sense. The gods, it is said, do not eat or drink. C.U. III. 6. 1. 
To say that the gods ‘eat' means that they rejoice with the performers 
of sacrifices. Since they do not know the Self they perform the 
sacrifices which the gods enjoy. See B.U. I. 4. 10. The conclusion is 
that the soul goes into other spheres enveloped by the subtle 
elements for experiencing the results of its past deeds. 

R. quotes B.G. VII. 23 and says that while those who know the 
Self attain to Brahman , those who do not know are means for 
enjoyment by the gods. 

Bhaskara reads ca for va. 


Section 2 (8—11) 

WHEN THE SOULS DESCEND TO THE EARTH FOR A NEW 
EMBODIMENT A RESIDUAL KARMA CLINGS TO THEM 
AND DETERMINES THE NATURE OF THE NEW BIRTH 

III. 1. 8. kftdtyaye ' nuiayavan dfsta-smrtibhydm yathetam anevam ca 

On the exhaustion of the works (the soul descends) with a remainder 
according to iruti and smrti along the path (it) went by (from here) and 
differently too. 

krtdtyaye : on the exhaustion of works; anuiayavdn: with a remainder 
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or residual karma; drsta-smrtibhydm: (as is known) from the sruti 
and the smrti; yathah itam: as it went (from here); anevam: 
differently; ca: and. 

The objector quotes C.U. V. 10. 5 and suggests that all the karma 
is exhausted and there is no residual karma left. Besides, it is 
reasonable to think that karma earned in one life as man is exhausted 
in the next as god. The sutra refutes this suggestion and points out 
that only that karma which gave the soul birth in heaven as god is 
worked out and the remaining karma brings it back to earth. 
Otherwise, it is difficult to explain the happiness or misery of a 
newborn child. Nor is it possible to work out in one life the entire 
karma of the previous life. The soul is born with residual karma. It 
descends by the same path by which it ascended and with a difference 
too. See C.U. V. 10. 5; V. 10. 3; V. 10. 6. 

R. quotes Gautama Dharma Sutra (XI. 29) which refers to a 
remnant with which souls are born again, after enjoying after death 
the results of their works, varnasramas ca sva-karma-nisthdh pretya- 
karma-phalamanubhuya tatah sesena visista-desa-jdti-kula-rupdyuh 
sruta-vitta-vrtta-sukha-medhaso janma pratipadyante . R. also refers to 
Apastamba Dharma Sutra II. 1. 2, 3. 

Bhaskara leaves out 'ca. 

Baladeva breaks the sutra into two, beginning with kytdtyaye and 
yathetam , respectively. 

III. 1. 9. caranad iti cen nopalaksandrtheti kdrsndjinih 

If it be said that on account of conduct [the assumption of a residual 
karma is not necessary ), {we say that) it is not so (for the word conduct is 
used) to denote indirectly (the residual karma). So (thinks) Kdrsndjini . 
carandt: on account of conduct; iti cet: if it be said; na: not so; 
upa-laksandrtha: to denote indirectly; iti: thus; kdrsndjinih: (the 
sage) Kdrsndjini (thinks). 

If it be said that conduct and not residual karma determines the 
new birth (and the two are different: see B.U. IV. 4. 5), the sutra 
denies this view. The word conduct is used in the sense of residual 
karma. 

R. reads tad before upalaksandrthe. He says that mere conduct does 
not lead to the experiences of pleasure and pain; pleasure and pain 
are the results of works in the limited sense, kevaldcdrdt sukha- 
duhkha-prdpty asambhavdt; sukha-duhkhe hi punya-papa-rupa- 
karma-phale. 

III. 1. 10. dnarthakyam iti cen na tad-apeksatvdt 

If it be said that purposelessness (of conduct would result therefrom), (we 
say) it is not so on account of the dependence (of work) on that (conduct), 
dnarthakyam: purposelessness; iti cet: if it be said; na: not so; 
tad-apeksatvdt: on account of dependence on that. 
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Good conduct determines karma and is therefore not purposeless. 
The Vedas do not purify one who is devoid of good conduct. 
dedrahinam na punanti veddh . Va sistha Smrti VI. 3. As work is the 
cause of new births, we need not assume that conduct is the cause. 
If a man is able to run away by means of his feet, he will surely not 
creep on his knees, na hipadbhydmpaldyitumpdrayamdnojdnubhydim 
ramhitum arhati. S. 

III. 1 . 11. sukrta-duskrte eveti tu hddarih 

But {conduct means) only good and evil works, thus Badari thinks, 
sukrta-duskrte: good and evil works; eva: only; iti: thus; tu: but; 
hddarih: Badari (thinks). 

This sutra makes out that there is no real difference between 
conduct or carana and karma. So residual karma is the determining 
cause of a new birth on earth. 

Bhaskara omits iti in the sutra. 


Section 3 (12-21) 

THE FUTURE OF THOSE SOULS WHOSE WORKS DO NOT 
ENTITLE THEM TO GO TO THE LUNAR WORLD 

III. 1 . 12 . anistddikdrindm api ca srutam 

Even of those also who do not perform sacrifices {the ascent to the moon) 
is stated by Scripture. 

anistddikdrindm: of those who do not perform sacrifices; api: even; 
ca: also; srutam: is stated by Scripture. 

The opponent holds that even those who do not perform sacrifices 
go to heaven though they may not enjoy there like the performers of 
sacrifices, because they too require the fifth oblation for a new birth 
and the Scripture declares that ‘those who depart from this world 
they all, in truth, go to the moon'. K.U. I. 2 . 

This, for R., implies that all whether they do good works or evil 
works go to the moon. Srinivasa means by anista, forbidden deeds; 
and the word adi means the giving up of what is enjoined. 

III. 1 . 13. samyamane tv anubhuyetaresdm drohdvarohau tad-gati- 
darsandt 

But of others {i.e. those who have not performed sacrifices) after having 
experienced the fruits of their actions in the abode of Yama, ascent 
and descent take place , as such a course is declared {by the Scripture ). 
samyamane: in the abode of Yama; tu: but; anubhuya: having 
experienced; itaresdm: of others; drohdvarohau: ascent and descent 
(take place); tad-gati-darsandt: since such a course is declared (in the 
Scripture). 
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samyamanarh yamalayam. &. The abode of Yama is said to be the 
gathering place of men, sangamanam janandm. Rg Veda X. 14. 1. 

This sutra negatives the suggestion made in the previous sutra. 
Evildoers do not go to heaven; they go to the world of Yama where 
they experience the results of their actions and then descend again to 
earth. Katha U . I. 2. 6 . The ascent to the moon is only for the 
enjoyment of the results of good works and not for any other purpose. 
So evil-doers do not go there. 

Nimbarka and Srinivasa take this sutra as the continuation of the 
prima facie view, the purva-paksa. Even those who do not perform 
sacrifices after having experienced the results of their actions in the 
abode of Yama ascend to the world of moon and re-descend. While 
Nimbarka takes this and the next three siitras as stating the prima 
facie view, others hold that they state the correct conclusion. 
Srikantha adopts S.'s interpretation. 

III. 1 . 14. smaranti ca 

The smrtis also declare (this), 
smaranti: smrtis declare; ca: also. 

That evil works are requited in Yama s world is declared by Manu, 
Vyasa, etc. 

R. quotes Visnu Pur ana: sarve caite vasath ydnti yamasya bhagavan 
kila. III. 7. 5. ‘And all these pass under the control of Yama 

III. 1 . 15. api ca sapta 

Moreover there are seven (hells), 
api ca: moreover; sapta: seven. 

There are seven hells mentioned in the Pur anas to which the evil¬ 
doers go to experience the results of their evil deeds. 

R. and Nimbarka omit ca in the sutra. 

III. 1 . 16. tatrapi ca tad-vydpdrdd avirodhah 

And on account of this activity there also , (there is) no contradiction, 
tatra: there; api: also; ca: and; tat-vydpdrat: on account of his 
activity; avirodhah: (there is) no contradiction. 

To the objection that in the different hells, different persons like 
Citragupta are in control, the answer is given that the different hells 
and their controllers are directed by Yama. 

III. 1 . 17. vidyd-kar manor iti tu prakrtatvat 

But (the reference is to the two roads) of knowledge and work, thus (we 
understand) on account of their being the subject under discussion, 
vidyd-karmanoh: of knowledge and work; iti: thus; tu: but; 
prakrtatvat: on account of their being the subject under discussion. 
C.U. V. 10 . 8 says that those who do not go along the ways of 
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knowledge which take us to the path of the gods and of works which 
take us to the path of the fathers go to a third place, where they are 
born and die and so that place is not full. The evildoers who form a 
separate group go to this third place. The Kausitaki text that all go 
to the sphere of the moon refers only to those who have performed 
good deeds and not to evil-doers. 

Nimbarka and Srinivasa take this sutra as stating the correct 
conclusion. 

III. 1. 18. na tftiye tathopdlabdheh 

Not in the case of the third place , {for) so it is seen . 

na: not; trtlye: in the case of the third place; tathd: so; upalabdheh: 

it being seen. 

If it be said that all must go to the moon for the purpose of 
obtaining a new body, to complete the five oblations that cause the 
new birth, the sutra says that this specification does not apply in the 
case of evil-doers, who are born irrespective of the oblations. 

III. 1. 19. smaryate pi ca loke 

And {it is), moreover , declared by smrti in ordinary life . 
smaryate: (it is) declared by smrti; api: moreover; ca: and; loke: in 
the world, in ordinary life. 

Cases of birth without the completion of the five oblations are 
recorded. The bodies of some specially meritorious persons like 
Draupadi, Drstadyumna, Slta, are formed independently of the fifth 
oblation (i.e. sexual union). Such are cases of immaculate conception. 

III. 1. 20. dartanac ca 

Also on account of observation . 

darianat: on account of observation; ca: and. 

The rule about five oblations is not universal; for of the four forms 
of life viviparous, oviparous, life springing from moisture and plant 
life, the last two are born without any mating and there is not the 
fifth oblation in their case. 

III. 1. 21. trtiya-sabdavarodhah sarhsokajasya 

The third term {plant life) includes that which springs from moisture . 
trtiya-iabda-avarodhah: inclusion in the third term; sarhsokajasya: of 
that which springs from moisture. 

C.U. VI. 3. 1 speaks only of three modes of origin, andajam , 
jivajam , udbhijjam . How then can it be maintained that there are 
four forms of life? The answer is that that which springs from 
moisture is included in plant life, since they both germinate, one 
from the earth and the other from water, etc. 

It is clear that the evil-doers do not go to the moon. 
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Section 4 (22) 

THE SOUL DESCENDINCx FROM THE MOON THROUCxH 
THE ETHER, ETC., DOES NOT BECOME IDENTICAL WITH 
THEM BUT ATTAINS SIMILARITY OF NATURE 

III. 1 . 22 . sdbhdvydpattir npapatteh 

(The soul when descending from the moon) attains similarity of nature 
with them (i.e. ether, air and the rest) (that alone) being reasonable, 
sdbhdvya-apattih: attainment of a similarity of nature with them; 
npapatteh: being reasonable. 

C.U. V. 10 . 5 says that the souls return through the ether, air and 
the rest. The question is raised whether they attain identity of 
nature or likeness or similarity of nature. Not the former; a thing 
cannot become another of a different nature. All that the passage 
means is that the souls attain similarity of nature. If the souls 
become identified with ether, they could no longer descend through 
air, etc. 

R. and Nimbarka read svdbhdvya for sdbhdvya. 


Section 5 (23) 

THE ENTIRE DESCENT OCCUPIES A SHORT TIME 
III. 1 . 23. ndticirena visesdt 

(The soul passes through the stages of descent) in a not very long time; 
on account of the special statement. 

na: not; aticirena: in a very long time; visesdt: on account of the 
special statement. 

The descent through different stages takes place quickly. See 
C.U. V. 10. 6 . 

Srinivasa says that there is no point in the soul's remaining in a 
state of likeness to ether, etc., for a long time. 


Section 6 (24-21) 

WHEN THE SOULS ENTER INTO PLANTS AND THE REST 
THEY ARE ONLY IN CONTACT WITH THEM BUT DO NOT 
PARTICIPATE IN THEIR LIFE 

III. 1 . 24. anyddhisfhitesu purvavad abhildpat 

(The descending souls enter) into (plants, etc.), occupied by other 
(souls) as in the previous cases, on account of (scriptural) declaration . 
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anya-adhisthitesu: in what is occupied by another; purvavat: as in the 
previous cases; abhildpdt: on account of (scriptural) declaration. 

If it be said that C.U. V. 10. 6 states ‘they are bom here as rice and 
barley, etc.' and so the word ‘born' should be taken literally,the 
sutra says that the word ‘born' implies mere connection with rice and 
barley which are animated by other souls. They enter these plants, 
etc., independently of their karma and while there they do not 
experience the results of their actions. The next passage, V. 10. 7, says 
that 'those whose conduct here has been good will quickly attain a 
good birth, but those whose conduct here has been evil, will quickly 
attain an evil birth' which makes it clear that the souls dwell, as it 
were, in plants, etc., till they get the opportunity for a new birth. 
If we take the passage to mean that the souls are born in plants, then 
when they are cooked and eaten, the souls will have to leave them. 
The state of plant existence may be a place for experience but not for 
those souls which descend from the moon with an unrequited re¬ 
mainder of works. 


III. 1. 25. asuddham iti cen na sabddt 

If it be said that (sacrificial work is) impure, (we say it is) not so, on 
account of scriptural authority. 

asuddham : impure; iti cet: if it be said; na: not so; sabddt: on account 
of scriptural authority. 

If it be said that scriptural works are impure because they involve 
injury to animals and so souls who have committed such evil deeds 
may be born as herbs, etc., the sutra refutes this view on the ground 
that Scripture is our authority for determining what is right and what 
is wrong. If it be said that the Scripture also states that we should 
not hurt any creature, it is said in answer that it is a general rule and 
other scriptural injunctions give the exceptions. So the souls 
descending from the moon are not born in plants but are only 
enclosed in them. 

tdstra-hetutvdd dharmddharma-vijhdnasya. £. The same line of 
conduct may be right in one set of circumstances and wrong in 
another, yasmin dese kale nimitte ca yodharmo*nusfhiyate sa eva 
deia-kdla-nimittantaresv adharmo bhavati. So asks us to accept the 
sdstras as our sole guide, tena na idstradrte dharmddharma-visayam 
vijndnam kasyacid asti. 

R. makes out that an action which is the means of supreme 
exaltation is not of the nature of violence, even if it involves some 
little pain; it rather is of beneficial nature, atiiayitdbhyudaya - 
sddhana-bhuto vyaparo’lpa-duhkho’pi na himsd pratyuta raksanam 
eva. R. Whether the infliction of pain is right or wrong depends on the 
motive. An act which is healing though it may cause transitory pain, 
men of insight declare to be preservative and beneficial cikitsakam 
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ca tddatvikdlpa-duhkha-kdrinam api raksakam eva vadanti pujayanti 
ca tajjhdh. R. See also Taittirlya Brahmana III. 7. 7. 14. 

Thus the commentators allow exceptional circumstances in which 
we may inflict pain; only the motive should be the welfare of the 
being who suffers pain. The spirit should be one of love or negatively 
vaira-tyaga, renunciation of hatred. 

III. 1. 26. retah-sig-yogo'tha 

After that the connection with him who performs the act of generation . 
retah-sik-yogo: connection with him who performs the act of 
generation; atha: then, after that. 

C.U. V. 10.6 says that the soul becomes one with him. It means the 
soul gets connected with him. This also shows that the soul’s 
becoming plants, etc., is mere connection with them and not actual 
birth. 

III. 1. 27. yon eh iariram 
From the womb the (new) body, 
yoneh: from the womb; sariram: body. 

Till now it was only conjunction with successive stages but now 
through its connection with a person, the soul enters the woman, 
there acquires a new body fit for experiencing the results of the past 
residual karma. 

The commentators are at pains to show that connection with 
plants and animals is metaphorical and real rebirth is as human 
beings. 


Section 1 (1-6) 

THE SOUL IN THE DREAM STATE 
III. 2. 1 . safidhye srstir aha hi 

In the intermediate state (between waking and deep sleep) (there is a real) 
creation because (the Scripture) says so. 

sandhye: in the intermediate state (between waking and deep sleep, 
i.e. the dream state); srstih: creation; aha: (Scripture) says so; hi: 
because. 

The opponent’s view is stated that the dream state is just as real 
as the waking state. B.U. IV. 3. 9 says there is a third intermediate 
state, the state of dreams, sandhyarh trtiyam svapna-sthdnam. Here 
the two states of waking and deep sleep join. B.U. IV. 3.10 says: ’He 
creates tanks, lotus-pools and rivers. He, indeed, is the agent [maker 
or creator].’ Besides, we do not feel any difference between the 
experience of the waking state and that of the dream state. A meal 
taken in dream has the effect of giving satisfaction as one taken in 
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the waking state. Therefore the creation in the dream state is real 
and the creator is the Lord himself. 

R. raises the doubt whether the creation is accomplished by the 
individual soul or by the Lord. The opponent states that the creator 
is the dreaming soul. 

For R., Nimbarka and Srinivasa the problem is whether the dream 
creation is due to the individual soul or the Lord, while for S. and 
Bhaskara it is whether the dream creation is real or unreal. 

Baladeva holds that this sutra does not express a prima facie view 
but the correct conclusion that the creation in the dream state is due 
to the Lord and not to the individual soul. 

III. 2. 2. nirmataram caike putradayai ca 

And some (schools state the self to be) the shaper; sons and so on (being 
the objects of desire which he shapes). 

nirmataram: shaper, creator; ca: and; eke: some; putradayah: sons 
and so on; ca : and. 

The creation even in dreams is by the Lord himself as Katha U. 

II. 2. 8 says: That person who is awake in those that sleep, shaping 
desire after desire, that, indeed, is the pure. That is Brahman.’ So as 
in the case of the waking state, even in dreams the Lord is the creator. 
So the world of dreams is real like the empirical world, tathya- 
rilpaiva sandhye srstih. £. 

For R., this sutra states the purva-paksa that the individual soul is 
the shaper of dream objects. 

For Baladeva this sutra states the correct conclusion that the Lord 
is the maker of dream objects. 

III. 2. 3. mdyamdtram tu kdrtsnyendnabhivyakta-svarupatvat 

But (the dream world) is mere appearance on account of its nature not 
being manifest with the totality (of attributes of the waking state), 
mdyamdtram: mere appearance; tu: but; kartsnyena: with the totality; 
anabhivyakta-svarupatvat: on account of its nature not being 
manifest. 

For kartsnyena , some read sdkalyena. 

S. argues that the dream world does not agree with the waking 
world in respect of time, place, cause and non-contradiction and so 
it is not real like the waking world, na hi paramdrtha-vastu-visaydni 
deia-kdla-nimittdny abddhai ca svapne sambhdvyante. 

Dream states are not bound by the rules of space time, cause and 
non-contradiction. We cannot find space for chariots and the like in 
the limited confines of the body. The dreamer sees things at long 
distances. He cannot go out and return in a moment. B.U. (II. 1.18) 
says that ‘the dreamer moves about in his own body as he pleases'. 
So ideas of going out of the body, etc., are a mere deception. 
Conditions of time are not observed. Lying asleep at night he dreams 



The Brahma Sutra 


444 

that it is day. Besides, how can he without materials make chariots 
and the like? Within the dream itself there is self-contradiction. A 
chariot becomes a man and man a tree. Objects appear to exist in 
dreams as silver does in a mother-of-pearl. What we see in dreams is 
only an appearance, mayd-matram svapna-darsanam. §. says that the 
individual soul creates in dreams and not the Lord. 

It is obvious from S.’s insistence on the difference between dream 
states and the waking world that the latter is not an appearance. 

Bhaskara criticises the interpretation usually ascribed to S. by 
pointing out that those who hold that objects in the waking state too 
are may a like the dream states, misinterpret the author of the sutra 
and delude people, ye punar jagaritavasthapi mdydmdtram ity 
dghosayanti te sutra-kdrabhiprdyam ndsayantah srotriyajanam 
mohayanti. Bhaskara obviously rebukes those who cannot see the 
distinction between waking and dream states and reduce the former 
to the latter. 

Bhaskara holds that dream objects are may a as they are created 
by the mysterious will of the Lord and their nature is not fully 
manifest, since they are not objects of perception as gross material 
objects are. All this proves that the dream objects are created by the 
Lord alone and not by the individual soul. 

For R., the things appearing in dreams are absolute may a in the 
sense that they are wonderful, mdyd-sabdo hy dscaryavdci . He quotes 
Valmiki's Rdmdyana I. 27, janakasya kule jdtd devamdyeva nirmiid . 
She was born in the family of Janaka appearing like the wonderful 
power of the divine Being in bodily shape. When it is said ‘there are 
no chariots', etc., it means that they are not perceived by any other 
person except the dreaming one. They belong to the private world of 
the individual and not to the public world. The Supreme Person 
creates these objects to be perceived by the individual though they 
endure for a short time only, atha rathdn ratha-yogdn pathah srjate 
svapnadrg-anubhdvyalayd tat-kdla-matravasandn srjata ity ascarya - 
rupatvam evaha. The creation of these dream objects is possible only 
for the Supreme Person who can immediately realise all his wishes 
but not for the individual soul. 

III. 2. 4. sucakas ca hi iruter dcaksate ca tad-vidah 

For (though the dream is an illusion) yet it is indicative (of the future) 
according to iruti ; those who are versed in that (the reading of dreams) 
also declare it . 

sucakah: indication of the future; ca: yet; hi: for; &ruteh: (we find) in 
the iruti; dcaksate: declare; ca: also; tad-vidah: those who are versed 
in that (in the reading of dreams). 

Though the dreams themselves are illusory, their indications about 
the future may be real, even as the appearance of silver in mother- 
of-pearl is false and yet produces joy in us. See C.U. V. 2. 8. S. 
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elaborates his view in regard to the metaphysical, the empirical and 
the apparent reality, if such a term be permitted. The world is not real 
in the same sense as the world consisting of ether and so on is real. 
The empirical world which is not to be confused with the dream 
world is not absolutely real. For in one sense the entire expanse of 
things is mere appearance.The world consisting of ether, etc., remains 
fixed and distinct up to the moment that the soul cognises that 
Brahman is the self of all. The world of dreams, on the other hand, is 
daily sublated by the waking state. That the latter is mere appear¬ 
ance has to be understood with a distinction. 

pratipdditam hi, tad-ananyatvam drambhana-sabdadibhyah (II. 1. 14), 
ity atra samastasya prapaheasya mdyd-matralvam. prdk tu brahmdtma - 
darsandt viyadddi-prapahco vyavasthita-rupo bhavati, sandhydsrayas 
tu prapaheah prati-dinam bddhyata ity ato vaiiesikam idam sandhya- 
sya mdydi-mdtratvam uditam . &. 

Bhaskara says that it is unreasonable to suppose that what is 
created by the Intelligent Being can be subject to pleasure and pain. 
So the dream objects cannot be due to the Lord, though he is the 
cause here, too, as he is the controller of all. na hi prajhajasya sukha- 
duhkha-yogyatdi vakalpate parasydpi hetu-kartrtvam niyantytvod. 
nirmdtdram iti edviruddham jlv a-paray or abheddt. 

For R. t this sutra is the sixth. Since dreams are indicative of future 
good or ill, they cannot be due to the individual soul for he would 
create for himself only such dreams as would indicate good fortune. 
So the creation which takes place in dreams is the work of the Lord 
only. 

Though S. does not deny altogether that the Supreme Self, as the 
controller of the soul at all times and in all states, is also active in the 
dream states, yet he affirms that the dream objects are created by 
the individual soul itself and not the Supreme Soul. His view thus 
differs from that of R. and Nimbarka. 

Baiadeva begins a new section here ending with the next sutra and 
declares that the dream objects are real. 


III. 2. 5. pardbhidhydndt tu tirohitam tato hy asya bandha-viparyayau 

But by meditation on the Highest, that which is hidden [viz. the 
similarity of the Lord and the soul becomes manifest), for from him {the 
Lord) are its [the soul's) bondage and freedom. 

pardbhidhydndt: from meditation on the Highest Self; tu: but; 
tirohitam: that which is hidden (by ignorance); tatah: from him (the 
Lord); hi: for; asya: of the soul; bandha-viparyayau: bondage and its 
opposite, i.e. freedom. 

If it be said that the individual soul is a part of the Supreme Self 
and so shares its power of knowledge and rulership, even as a spark 
and fire have alike the power of burning and should therefore be able 
to create at will like the Lord, this siltra says that this rulership is 
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Section 2 (7-8) 

THE SOUL IN DREAMLESS SLEEP 

III. 2. 7 . tad-abhdvo nadisu tac-chruter atmani ca 

The absence of that ( i.e. of dreams, i.e. dreamless sleep) takes place in 
the nddis and in the self; according to Scripture, 
tat-abhdvah: the absence of that; nadisu: in the nerves; atmani: in the 
self; ca: and; tat-sruteh: as it is known from the iruti or Scripture. 

The self in sleep is said variously to reside in the arteries ( nadis) 
pericardium (puritat) and in Brahman. The question is whether these 
are mutually exclusive or not. The former view is urged on the ground 
that the statements have all one purpose, viz. the description of the 
self in deep sleep. When this purpose is served by one statement, the 
others should be excluded. Where rice and barley are prescribed for 
one purpose, only one of them is to be used and not both. 

In the setting out of this position, with reference to a single 
purpose, in the disjunctive reading, in the illustration of rice and 
barley, there is considerable similarity between S. and Srikantha. 

The sutra holds that the places enumerated are not alternatives 
but stand in mutual relation and refer to one place only. If we allow 
option between arteries (C.U. VIII. 6. 3 ; B.U. II. 1. 19 ) and the self 
(B.U. II. 1 . 17 ) the Vedic authority is compromised for the acceptance 
of one authority will mean the denial of the other. If there are 
two statements to the effect ‘he sleeps in the palace’, ‘he sleeps on a 
couch’, we have to combine the two and say 'he sleeps on a 
couch in the palace'. Similarly here we should mean that the soul 
goes through the nerves to the region of the heart and there rests in 
Brahman. If it is asked as to why in deep sleep the soul does not 
experience the relation of supporter and that which is supported, 
ddhdrddheya-bheda, it is possible that the individual soul concerned 
with ignorance is lost in Brahman. ‘When a person sleeps... he has 
reached pure being. He has gone to his own' (C.U. VI. 8. 1). K.U. 
(IV. 20 ) suggests that he becomes one with the Self. So Self is the 
soul’s place of rest in deep sleep, atmaiva susupti-sthanam. 

R. says that the arteries and the pericardium answer to a palace 
and a couch within the palace while Brahman is the bed, as it were. So 
Brahman alone is the immediate resting place of the sleeping soul. 
For a man sleeping on a bed is at the same time sleeping on a couch 
and in the house. 
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Section 3 (9) 

THE SAME SOUL RETURNS FROM DEEP SLEEP 

III. 2. 9. sa eva tu karmdnusmrii-sabda-vidhibhyah 

But the same soul (returns from Brahman of the deep sleep) on account 
of work , remembrance , scriptural authority and injunction, 
sa eva: the same soul; tu: but; karma-anusmrti-sabda-vidhibhyah: on 
account of work, remembrance, scriptural authority and injunction. 

A doubt is raised that we cannot be sure that the same soul 
returns from Brahman of the deep sleep, even as we cannot be sure 
that the same drop of water comes back after it is once merged in 
water. The sutra answers this doubt. The same soul comes back for 
(i) it takes up the work on return from sleep which was left unfinished 
before falling into sleep; (ii) there is continuity of experience before 
and after sleep and there is remembrance of past events, dtmdnu- 
smarana that he is the same as he was before; (iii) there is scriptural 
authority also. See C.U. VI. 9.3 (4). If the person who rises after sleep 
is different from the person who goes to sleep, then injunctions with 
regard to work or knowledge would be meaningless. If a person 
attains oneness with Brahman by falling into sleep, then sleep will be 
one with liberation and scriptural instruction to attain liberation 
would be pointless. The analogy of a drop of water and the ocean is 
not correct, since the drop merges in the ocean without any adjuncts 
whereas the soul merges in Brahman with adjuncts. The same soul 
rises again from Brahman , with its work and ignorance as these are 
not lost in Brahman completely. The individuality of each soul 
continues through the states of sleep and waking; in the former it is 
like the seed; in the latter like the fully developed plant. 

R. quotes C.U. VIII. 2. 1; VIII. 12. 3; VII. 25. 2; VII. 26. 2 which 
imply the distinctiveness of the released soul. The soul in samsdra 
puts off his instruments of knowledge and action in deep sleep, 
repairs to the place of complete rest and having refreshed himself 
there rises to a new enjoyment of action. 

Nimbarka takes karmdnusmrti as one, remembrance of work, 
while Srinivasa takes it as two, as work and remembrance, and thus 
follows £. and others. 


Section 4 (10) 

THE NATURE OF SWOON 
III. 2. 10. mugdhe’rdha-sampattih pariiesdt 

In the swooning person , there is half-attainment, this being the re¬ 
maining. 

mugdhe: in a swooning person; ardha-sampattih: half-attainment; 
pariiesdt: this being the remaining (hypothesis). 
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The doubt is raised whether the state of swoon is not to be 
affiliated to one of the four states, waking, dream, sleep and death, as 
a fifth state is not known from Scripture. The person in swoon is not 
conscious of objects as a waking person. We cannot say that on 
account of concentration on one object he is unaware of other 
objects. For the swooning person is not conscious of anything. lie 
who is concentrating 011 an object keeps his body straight while he 
who is in swoon falls prostrate on the ground. He is not dreaming for 
he is altogether unconscious. He is not dead for he continues to 
breathe and feel warm. He rises again to conscious life. He is not in 
deep sleep when one is peaceful, breathing at regular intervals. The 
man in a swoon breathes irregularly; his body trembles; his face has a 
frightful expression. His eyes are staring wide open. A sleeping 
person may be roused to waking consciousness by a gentle stroke witli 
the hand, the person in a swoon not even by a blow with a club. The 
state of swoon has some qualities in common with sleep and some 
with death. It belongs to death in so far as it is the door to death. It 
is not considered to be a separate fifth state as it is compounded of 
several states. 

For R., swoon is a half-way approach to death, marandydrdha- 
sampattir murchd . 

For Nimbarka, swoon is half-attainment of death. 


Section 5 (11-21) 

THE NATURE OF THE SUPREME BRAHMAN 

III. 2. 11. na sthdnato’pi parasynbhaya-/ihgam sarvatra hi 

Not on account of (<difference of) place also, twofold characteristics can 
belong to the Highest for everywhere [Scripture teaches it to be without 
any difference). 

na: not; sthdnalali: from (difference of) place; api: also; parasya: of 
the Supreme [Brahman ); ubhaya-iihgani: twofold characteristics; 
sarvatra: everywhere; hi: for. 

For 5., this sutra declares that the twofold characteristic of the 
presence of qualities, sa-visesatva , and absence of qualities, nir- 
vUesatva , cannot belong to the Highest Brahman for all passages 
which aim at setting forth the nature of Brahman declare it to be 
devoid of all distinctive qualities. 

In the texts we find passages referring to the qualified Brahman 
(C.U. III. 14. 2) and unqualified Brahman (B.U. III. 8. 8). The sutra 
says that both these cannot be predicated of one and the same reality 
which cannot have two contradictory natures at the same time as it is 
opposed to experience. The mere connection of a thing with another 
P 
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cannot change its nature even as the redness of a flower reflected in a 
crystal does not change the nature of the crystal which is colourless. 
The imputation of redness is due to ignorance and is not real. A thing 
cannot change its real nature which means its destruction. So of the 
two aspects of Brahman we have to accept that which is non- 
determinate as its true nature (Kafka U. I. 3. 15). It is described as 
a-sabdam, a-sparsarn, a-rupam, a-vyayam. The other description of 
Brahman is only for the sake of tipdsand or worship and it is not its 
real nature. 

Bhaskara argues that though Brahman has two forms, nirdkdra 
and sdkdra , without form and with form, he is to be meditated on in 
his formless aspect, for he retains this nature even when he happens to 
have a connection with the world and the rest. 

R. makes this section consist of siitras 11 to 25. In the previous 
siitras, the different states of the soul are described and the objection 
is raised, since Brahman is the antarydmin of jlva, Brahman also will 
be contaminated by the faults attaching to the jlva in its different 
states. This section shows that Brahman is free from faults. 

R. holds that the sutra makes out that Brahman is everywhere 
described as having a twofold character ‘Not on account of place even 
[is there any imperfection] in the Highest; for everywhere [it is 
described] as having twofold characteristics’. The prima facie view 
for R. is, though Brahman is the cause of the world and a treasure- 
house of all auspicious qualities yet it is affected by imperfection 
since it is connected with matter, bodies and their parts. The answer 
is stated in this sutra that Brahman lias a twofold nature, freedom 
from imperfections and possession of all auspicious qualities. C.U. 
VIII. 1. 5; Visnu Parana VI. 5. 84- 5, I. 22. 51. 

Nimbarka accepts R.’s interpretation. Kesava Kasmlrin follows 
the same view. 

While £. contends that Brahman cannot be qualified by the 
limiting adjuncts which do not change its real nature but only 
conceal it for the finite being, R. and Nimbarka hold that the two¬ 
fold nature, viz. negative freedom from all imperfections and the 
positive possession of all auspicious qualities, applies to Brahman. 

Vallabha thinks that siitras 11-13 constitute one section, 14-18 
another and 19-22 a third. 

Baladeva urges that though the Lord manifests himself in various 
places, he himself undergoes no change, by reason of his mysterious 
power. 

III. 2. 12. na bhcddd iti cen na pratyekam atad-vacandt 

If it be said (that it is) not so on account of difference (taught in the 
Scripture ), (we reply) not so, because with respect to each (such form) the 
Scripture declares the opposite of that. 

na: not so; bheddt: on account of difference (being taught in the 
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Scripture); iti cet: if it be said; na: not so; pratyekam: with respect to 
each; a-tad-vacandt: because of the declaration of the opposite of 
that. 

If the Scripture declares Brahman to have different forms (see 
B.U. III. 18. 1; Prasna U. 2. VI. 1; C.U. V. 3; B.U. I. 3. 22; C.U. V. 
11 .2), every such form is denied of Brahman in other texts. See B.U. 
II. 5. 1. There is only one non-differenced Brahman. With regard to 
various forms the sruti explains that the forms are not true and there 
is only one formless principle. See B.U. 11. 5. 1. 

R. omits na at the beginning and reads: ‘If it be said “on account of 
difference'" [we say it is] not so, because with reference to each the 
text says what is not that.’ If it be said that the individual soul has 
the same twofold attribute, freedom from evil, etc. (C.U. VIII. 7), 
and yet is affected with imperfections owing to the fact that it is 
connected with bodies, etc., so the inner ruler may be inferred to be 
affected by imperfections since it undergoes a variety of conditions on 
account of its connection with different bodies, the suira sets aside 
this objection on the ground that the texts declare the inner ruler 
to be immortal and denies of him any imperfections due to his 
connection with the bodies which he voluntarily enters in order to 
rule them. The perfect nature of the individual soul is obscured as 
long as it is connected with a body. See III. 2. 5. If it is objected that 
even the Highest Self, when it enters voluntarily into bodies, cannot 
escape connection with the imperfections which depend on the 
essential nature of those bodies, it is said in reply that even non- 
sentient things are not essentially or intrinsically bad. They cause pain 
or pleasure to men according to the nature of their past deeds. If the 
effects of things depended only on their own nature, they would be 
productive for all beings either of pleasure or of pain. This is not 
observed to be the case. So to the individual soul subject to karman , 
connection with different things is the source of imperfection and 
suffering in agreement with the nature of its deeds; with reference to 
the Highest Brahman which is subject to itself only, the same 
connection is the source of playful activity, in so far as it guides and 
rules these things in various ways, parasya tu brahmanah svddhinasya 
sa eva sambandhas tat-tad-vicitra-niyamana-rupa-Uld-rasdyaiva sydt. 
R. 

Nimbarka and Srinivasa adopt R.'s interpretation. Srinivasa says 
that the imperfections pertain to the individual soul, which, though 
endowed with the attributes of freedom from evil and the rest, has 
yet its real nature obscured through the will of the Highest, in 
accordance with its past karma; but the imperfections do not pertain 
to the Highest who has his real nature ever manifest. There are 
texts establishing the imperfections of the individual soul in waking 
state (C.U. V. 10. 7), but none referring to the imperfections of the 
Highest. In the dream state, in sleep, death, etc., the soul is said 
to be imperfect. Aitareya Aranyaka III. 2. 4; C.U. VIII. 3. 2. 
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Bhaskara continues the topic of the worship of the formless 
Brahman. 

Baladeva reads the sutra with a na at the beginning and argues 
that Scripture points out that the Supreme is one, with regard 
to each of his manifestations. 

III. 2. 13. api caivam eke 

Some also {teach) thus. 

api ca: also; evatn: thus; eke: some. 

S. means by this sutra that some sdkhds or rescensions of the 
Vedas teach that the manifoldness is not true for they condemn 
those who see difference. Katha U. I. 4. 11; B.U. IV. 4. 19. Wherever 
bheda or difference is mentioned and Brahman is said to be possessed 
of different forms, the difference is mentioned for the sake of 
worship and ultimately difference is denied, na bhinndkdra-yogo 
brahmanah sdstriya iti sakyate vaktum , bhedasyopdsandrthatvdd 
abhede tdtparyam. 

Bhaskara holds that Scripture teaches the essential non-difference 
of Brahman. 

R. takes this sutra to state the objection. The connection with one 
and the same body is for the individual soul a source of disadvantage 
while for the Highest Brahman it is an accession of glory in so far as it 
manifests him as a Lord and ruler. M.U. III. 1.1. C.U. VI. 3. 2 says: 
'Having entered by means of tha tjlva self, I will differentiate names 
and forms/ This means that the differentiation of names and forms 
depends on the entering into the elements of the jlva whose self is 
Brahman. As the individual self has definite shapes, Brahman also 
falls within the sphere of beings to whom injunctions and pro¬ 
hibitions are addressed. 

Baladeva quotes from M.U. 7 to show that the Lord is one though 
appearing as many. 

III. 2. 14. arupavad eva hi tat-pradhdnatvdt 

For (Brahman) is merely devoid of form , on account of this being the 
main purport of Scripture. 

arupavat: formless; eva: only; hi: for; tat-pradhdnatvdt: on account of 
this being the main purport. 

Since some texts represent Brahman as having a form and others as 
without form, how can we assert that Brahman is without form? The 
sutra gives the answer. Brahman is formless. For if it had form the 
texts which teach it as being without form would become purport¬ 
less. Those which deal with Brahman as having form are meant for 
meditation; upasand-vidhi-pradhdndni. 

Bhaskara has an additional sutra here which reads: asthulam 
ananv ahrasvam, adirgham , asabdam, asparsam, ariipam, avyayam, 
(.Brahman is) non-gross, non-fine, non-short, non-long, without sound, 
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without touch, without form, immutable. Brahman without form is 
to be worshipped, according to Bhaskara. 

R. points out that though Brahman enters into bodies, human 
and divine, it is itself without form and is therefore not subject to 
Karman, which, in the case of the individual soul, is due to its 
embodiedness. C.U. VIII. 14. 1 teaches that though Brahman enters 
into all beings, it is not affected by name and form, though it brings 
about name and form. If it is asked how Brahman who is the inner 
ruler of beings in so far as he has them for his body, can be said to be 
without form, the answer is that while the individual soul partici¬ 
pates in the pleasures and pains to which the body gives rise, 
Brahman does not share the pleasures and pains. Scriptural 
injunctions apply only to those who are under the power of Karman. 

Nimbarka makes out that Brahman is formless, i.e. he is not an 
enjover since he is only the principal agent with regard to the 
creation of names and forms but he is not the enjoyer of names and 
forms to be created by himself and is therefore without form and 
untouched by imperfection. 

Bakuleva begins a new section here, with four sutras about the 
form of Brahman. He holds that Brahman is formless in the sense 
that he has no form but is form itself, since the body of Brahmayi is 
identical with Brahmayi himself. 


III. 2. 15. prakdsavac edvaiyarthdt 

And as light (assumes forms by its contact with objects haviyig forms, so 
does Brahmayi) because (the texts ascribiyig form to Brahynan) are yiot 
without meaning . 

prakdsavat: like light; ca: and; avaiyarthdt: because of not being 
meaningless. 

Bhaskara substitutes vd for ca. 

Passages which attribute form to Brahman are not without a 
purpose. The worship of Brahman with form helps us to attain 
brahma-loha. All parts of the Veda are equally authoritative and 
should be assumed to have a meaning, na hi veda-vdkydndm kasyacid 
arthavaitvam kasyacid anarthavatvam iti yuktam. The forms, however, 
are not absolutely real. 

R. explains that light (intelligence) constitutes the essential nature 
of Brahman. Brahman possesses twofold characteristics for other¬ 
wise the texts declaring Brahman to be free from imperfection, 
all-knowing, the cause of the world and so on would become 
meaningless. 

R. and Nimbarka interpret this sutra as Brahmayi consists of light. 
They cite Vdjasaneyi Samhitd XXXI; Taittiriya Aranvaka 111. 13. 1; 
S.U. III. 8; B.G. VIII. 9. 

Baladeva points out that as the Sun who is pure light is conceived 
as having a definite form for the purpose of meditation, so the Lord, 
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though pure light of knowledge and bliss, is conceived to have a form 
for the purpose of meditation. 


III. 2. 16. aha ca tanmdtram 

And (the Scripture) declares (Brahman to consist of) that (intelligence) 
only. 

aha: declares; ca: and; tat-matram: that only. 

S. quotes B.U. IV. 5. 13 and holds that Brahman is mere intelli¬ 
gence, caitanyam eva tu nirantaram asya svarupam. S. 

R. interprets this siitra to mean that the text says ‘so much only’ 
that Brahman has light for its essential nature. This does not 
negative the other attributes of Brahman , as omniscience, being the 
cause of the world, etc. 

Srikantha follows R/s view. 

Nimbarka says that when a text states that only, its meaning only, 
then it is not meaningless. 

Raladeva reaffirms his view that the form which the Lord possesses 
is not different from him but is his very essence. 


III. 2. 17. darsayati cdtho api senary ate 

(This Scripture) also shows and thus (it is) also stated in the smrtis. 

£. argues that the non-differenced Brahman is mentioned in 
scriptural texts: B.U. II. 3. 6; Kena U. I. 4; T.U. II. 9. S. relates how 
Bahva, questioned about Brahman by Vaskalin, explained it to him 
by silence. ‘He said to him, learn Brahman , 0 friend' and became 
silent. Then on a second and a third question he replied, ‘I am 
teaching you, indeed, but you do not understand. Silent is the self/ 
hrumah khalu tvarn tu na vijdndsi , upasanto’yam dtmd. See B.G. 
XIII. 12, also III. 25. 5. quotes a smyti text where Narayana instructs 
Narada: ‘The cause, 0 Narada, of your seeing me endowed with the 
qualities of all beings is the may a created by me, do not cognise me as 
being such [in reality]/ 

mdyd hy esd mayd systa yan mam pasyasi narada 
sarva-bhuta-gunair-yuktam naivam mam jnatum arhasi. 

Bhaskara uses S.U. VI. 13 and B.G. VIII. 9 to show that Brahman 
is self-manifest by nature. 

R. supports his view that Brahman is the abode of all auspicious 
qualities and free from imperfections by a number of texts: S.U. 
VI. 7-9, 19; M.U. I. 1. 9; T.U. II. 8 and 9; B.G. X. 3, 42, IX. 10, 
XV. 17; Visnu Pur ana V. 1. 46-8. 

Nimbarka and Srinivasa use C.U. VIII. 7. 1,3; S.U. IV. 19; B.G. 
XV. 18 in addition to others mentioned by S. and R. 

Baladeva quotes from Gopdla-purva-tdpani U . and Brahma - 
samhitd to show that the body of the Lord is identical with the Lord 
himself. 



455 


Text , Translation and Notes 

III. 2. 18. ata eva copamd suryakddivat 

For this very reason also (there are applied to Brahman) comparisons 
such as the images of the sun and the like. 

ata eva: for this very reason; ca: also; upamd: comparisons; surya- 
kddivat: like the images of the sun and the like. 

S. points out that the different forms of Brahman who is free from 
all differentiation are comparable to the images of the sun reflected 
in the water and the like. He gives two passages in support of this 
view. As the one luminous sun when entering into relation to many 
different waters is himself rendered multiform by his limiting 
adjuncts, so also the one divine unborn self: yathd hy ayam jyotir 
atnui vivasvdn apo bhinndh hahudhaiko'nugacchan , up dd hind kriyate 
hheda-rilpo devah ksetresv evam ajo ayam dhnd . Again: The one Self of 
all beings separately abides in all the individual beings; hence it 
appears as one and many at the same time, j ust as the one moon is 
multiplied by its reflections in the water.' 

eka eva tu bhutdtmd bhute bhute vyavasthitah 
ekadhd bahtidhd caiva drsyate jala-candravat. 

Ydjhavalkya Smyti III. 143. 4. 
R. uses these comparisons to point out that Brahman does not 
share the imperfections due to the places with which he is connected 
even as the sun reflected in water, mirrors, etc., is not affected by the 
inpurities of the latter. He quotes Ydjhavalkya Smrti : As the one 
ether is rendered manifold by jars and the like or as the one sun 
becomes manifold in several sheets of water, thus the one Self is 
rendered manifold by being in many places. 

dkdsam ckam hi yathd ghatddisu pythag bhavet 
tathdtmaiko hy anekastho jalddhdresv ivdmsumdn. 

III. 144. 

Baladeva begins a new section here to show that the worshipper, 
the individual soul, is different from the object worshipped, the Lord. 
As the sun (bimba) is different from the image (prati-bimba) so the 
Lord is different from the soul. 

III. 2. 9. ambuvad agrahandt tu na tathdtvam 

But there is no similarity (of the things compared ), since (in the case of 
Brahman) there is not apprehension of any (separate substance like 
ivater ). 

ambuvat: like water; agrahandt: on account of non-apprehension; 
tu: but; na: no; tdthdtmyam: similarity. 

In the case of the sun and the other luminous bodies, there is a 
separate material substance occupying a different place, viz. water. 
So the light of the sun is reflected. The Self, on the other hand, is not 
a material being. It is present everywhere and there is nothing 
different from it. So there is no similarity between the two. 

R. says that the imperfections caused by water and mirrors do not 
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attach themselves to the sun or a face because the sun and the face do 
not really abide in the water and the mirror. 

Nimbarka and Srinivasa argue that the example cited is not to the 
point. The sentient and the non-sentient beings are not apprehended, 
as in the case of water, to be remote from Brahman . There is no 
parallelism between the Supreme Person and the reflected sun. 

Srinivasa quotes B.U. III. 7. 3, 4; Satapatha Brdhmana XIV. 6. 7. 
30; Kafka V . V. 8, VI. 1 and also B.G. XVIII. 61, VII. 7. 

III. 2. 20. vrddhi-hrdsa-bhdiktvam antar-bhdvdd 11 bhaya-sdmanjasydd 
cram 

Since the Highest Brahman is inside (of the limiting manifestations) it 
participates in their increase and decrease; owing to the appropriateness 
of the two cases, it is thus (the comparison is not defective), 
vrddhi-hrdsa-bhdktvam: participation in the increase and decrease; 
antarbhdvdt: on account of its being inside; nbhaya-sdmanjasydt: on 
account of the similarity in the two cases; evam: thus. 

Whenever two things are compared, they are so only with reference 
to some particular point they have in common. Entire equality of the 
two can never be demonstrated; indeed if it could be demonstrated, 
there would be an end of that particular relation which gives rise to 
the comparison. The feature on which the comparison rests is partici¬ 
pation in increase and decrease. The image of the sun dilates when the 
surface of the water expands and contracts when the water shrinks. It 
trembles when the water is agitated; it divides itself when the water is 
divided. It thus participates in all the attributes and conditions of 
water while the real sun remains all the time the same. So also §. says 
that the unchanging Brahman participates, as it were, in the 
attributes and states of the body and the other limiting adjuncts 
within which it abides. So there is some similarity in the comparison. 

R. and Srikantha take this and the next sutra as one. R. takes 
together the two comparisons of the ether which becomes manifold 
through jars and so on and the sun which becomes multiplied 
through the sheets of water in which it is reflected. Like them the 
Highest Self while abiding within variously shaped things remains 
unaffected by their imperfections. 

Nimbarka and Srinivasa hold that the Supreme dwells in objects 
as their inner controller and does not participate in their increase 
and decrease. 

III. 2. 21. darsandc ca 

And on account of the declaration (of Scripture), 
darsandt: on account of scriptural declaration; ca: and. 

The texts considered here are B.U. II. 5. 18; C.U. VI. 3. 2 which 
declare that Brahman enters within the body. 

Nimbarka points out that when a comparison is made and we say 
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he is a lionlike boy, we do not mean that he has all the qualities of a 
lion; we mean only that he is as brave as a lion. 


Section 6 (22, 24-30) 

THE CLAUSE ‘NOT THIS, NOT THIS' NEGATIVES THE 
TWO FORMS OF BRAHMAN ANT) NOT BRAHMAN ITSELF 

III. 2. 22. prakrtaitavattvam hi prediscdhati tato hravlti ca hhuyah 

What has been mentioned up to this {the clause not this, not this), 
{denies) and {the sruti) says something more than that, 
prakrta-etdvattvum: what lias been mentioned up to this; pratisedhati: 
denies; iatah: than that; hhuyah: something more; bravxti: says; 
ca: and. 

The two forms of Brahman , limited and unlimited, sat: defined and 
tyat: undefined (B.U. II. 3. 1) are denied by the words ‘not this, not 
this’. The words ‘satyasya satyani , the Truth of truth, indicate that 
Brahman alone is the reality that exists and is the substratum of the 
world. We experience the world and its reality to perception is not 
denied; only its transcendental reality is not accepted. The cosmic 
plurality is not absolutely real. 

Bhaskara does not begin a new section here but continues the 
topic of meditation on Brahman in his aspect of non-difference, as 
pure being and consciousness. He holds that the first ‘not this' denies 
the corporeal and the non-corporeal forms; the second ‘not this’ denies 
his vdsand-maya form as the individual soul. The text designates the 
pure non-differenccd form of Brahman but does not indicate the 
non-existence of the world. 

R. does not take this sutra as the beginning of a new section. He 
holds that it continues the discussion started in sutra 13. He asks 
whether the clause ‘not this, not this' denies of Brahman all the 
previously mentioned prakdras, so that it can only be called san- 
mdtra. The sutra makes out that Brahman's nature cannot be 
confined to the attributes stated. 

Srinivasa says that Brahman is not limited by the corporeal and 
incorporeal forms. Brahman is higher than these. He quotes Katha 
U. V. 13, S.U. ‘the eternal among the eternal, the conscious among 
the conscious'. 

Vallabha says that, according to sruti , the qualities of ordinary 
things are not to be found in Brahman. But Brahman has qualities 
like bliss, etc. 

III. 2. 24. api ca samrddhane pratyaksdnumdndbhyam 

And {Brahman is apprehended) in perfect meditation also , according to 
perception {sruti) and inference {smrti ). 

P * 
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api: also; ca: and; samrddhane: in perfect meditation; pratyaksa- 
anumdndbhydm: from perception and inference. 

Brahman , though not apprehended by the senses, is realised in the 
state of meditation. Katha U. II. 4. 1; M.U. III. 1.8. By samrddhana 
is meant the presentation before the mind (of Brahman) which is 
effected through meditation and devotion, bhakti-dhydna-pranidhdndt 
anusthdnam. S. He also quotes from smrti. 

yam vinidrd jitasvdsds santustds samyatendriydh 
jyotih pasyanti yunjdnds tasmai yogatmane namah. 

He who is seen as light by the yogi ns meditating on him, slecp- 
lessly with controlled breaths, with contented minds, with subdued 
senses, reverence to him. M.B. XII. 1642. Again, 

yog in as tarn prapasyanti bhagavantam sandtanam . 

The vagi ns see him the August, the Eternal One. 

R. quotes Katha U. 2. 23; M.U. III. 1. 9; B.G. XI. 53-4. 

Vallabha says that the objector is a fool to argue that Brahman is 

not perceived for in contemplation Brahman is perceived. Brahman 
is possessed of form and full of infinite qualities and is not non¬ 
manifest. 

Raladeva takes this siitra as an independent section. 

Only in S. is ca found after api. 

The Absolute, though it is not perceived by the senses or known 
by inference, is apprehended in devotion according to sruti and 
smrti. 

The ultimate datum is consciousness which is above reason. 
Western thought stresses reason as the capacity by which ultimate 
reality can be known and expressed in a clear, intelligible form. 
Conceptual thought which posits the object over against the subject 
becomes the dominant feature. While the stress is on dualism in 
Western thought non-dualism is the prominent feature in Eastern 
philosophy. 

III. 2. 25. prakdsddivac edvaisesyamprakdsas ca karmany abhydsdt 

And as in the case of light and the like, there is the non-distinction (of 
the two Selves), the light (being divided) by its activity; on account of 
repeated declarations (in the Scripture). 

prakdsddivat: as in the case of light and the like; ca: and; avaisesyam: 
non-distinction; prakdsah: the light (of Brahman ); ca: and; karmani: 
in activity; abhydsdt: on account of repeated declarations (in the 
Scripture). 

If it is said that Brahman as the object of meditation and the 
individual as the meditator are different, the reply is that Brahman 
is manifested as different on account of the adjuncts of activity. In 
reality the two are one as the texts declare, 'that art thou, I am 
Brahman\ 

S. is at pains to make out that the difference is due to association 
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with unreal adjuncts. Anandagiri says: dtma-prakaia-sabdito’jndna- 
tat-kdrye karmani upddhau sa-visesah. 

Bhaskara holds that there is non-distinction between Brahman 
and the individual soul which is effected from the repetition (of 
meditation) with regard to the object to be worshipped or from 
repetition with regard to the act of meditation. 

R. makes out that light is intuited as constituting Brahman s 
essential nature by repetition of the practice of meditation. For R., 
Brahman has all material and immaterial objects for its distin¬ 
guishing modes. 

Srlkantha says that there is no difference between their attaining 
knowledge, bliss and the rest like the Supreme and attaining 
lordship and so on like him. 

Nimbarka makes out that the direct intuition of Brahman results 
from the incessant practice of the sddhanas consisting in perfect 
meditation. 

Srinivasa tells us that though Brahman is accessible to all he 
manifests himself to those alone who are desirous of salvation and 
meditate on him incessantly. 

Baladeva breaks this sutra into two, prakdsddivac ca vaiscsydt and 
prakdsas ca karmany-abhydsdt. 

In the former sutra , he adds a na and says that the Lord has not 
two states, subtle and gross like fire. His manifestation depends on 
the love of the devotee. The manifestation is brought about through 
repeated meditation. Mere love is not enough; repeated acts of 
meditation are also necessary. 


III. 2. 26. ato’nantcna tathd hi lihgani 

Therefore {the individual sold enters into unity) with the infinite (i.e. 
the Highest Self); for thus {is the scriptural) indication, 
atah: therefore; anantena: with the infinite; tathd: thus; hi: for; 
lingam: (the Scripture is) indication. 

The individual soul is able to attain unity with the Highest Self 
because the ignorance which is destroyed by knowledge is unreal. 
See M.U. III. 2. 9; B.U. IV. 4. 6. If the individuality of the soul were 
real, then it cannot be destroyed and unity with the Highest Self is 
not possible. 

R. makes out that Brahman is distinguished by an infinite number 
of auspicious qualities. So, for him, Brahman possesses twofold 
characteristics. R completes a section here. 

Srlkantha follows R.'s interpretation. 

Nimbarka holds that the individual soul attains similarity with 
the Infinite, when it intuits the Highest. See M.U. III. 1. 3. 

Baladeva points out that the direct vision of the Lord is possible 
through the grace of the Infinite. The Supreme, though invisible, 
makes himself visible to his devotees, through his power or grace. 
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III. 2. 27. ubhaya-vyapadesat tu ahi-kundalavat 

But on account of the twofold teaching, (the relation of the Highest Self 

to the individual soul is to be viewed) as that between a serpent and its 

coils, 

ubhaya-vyapadesat: on account of twofold teaching; tu: but; 
ahi-kundalavat: as that between a serpent and its coils. 

There are texts which suggest a difference between the individual 
soul and the Highest Brahman: IV1.U. III. 1. 1, see also III. 2. 8; 
B.U. III. 7. 15. There are passages like C.U. VI. 8. 7: That art thou'; 
B.U. I. 4. 10: T am Brahman ; III. 4. 1: This is thy Self who is 
within all’; III. 7. 15: ‘He is thy self, the ruler within, the immortal/ 
This means that, prior to liberation, the difference between the two 
is real, though it is one of identity after liberation. The relation is one 
of difference and non-difference as that between a serpent and its 
coils. As a serpent it is one; but if we look at the coils, hood, etc., 
there is difference. Similarly there is both difference and non¬ 
difference between the individual soul and the Highest Self. This is 
the prima facie view for S. 

Bhaskara: The snake is one as a whole, yet is different as having 
different postures, coil, erect hood and so on. Similarly, Brahman is 
one but is different as soul, matter and so on. 

R. argues that it lias been shown that the entire non-sentient 
universe is the outward form of Brahman, The question is raised 
about the way in which the world constitutes the outward form of 
Brahman. Is the relation like that of the serpent and its coils? Or is it 
like that of light and the luminous body? Or does the soul form a 
distinguishing attribute and so a part, amsa, of Brahman ? The first 
alternative is stated here that the non-sentient things are special 
forms or arrangements of Brahman as the coils are of a coiled up 
snake, samsthdna-visesa , as the coil is of the serpent. Srlkantha 
follows R/s view. 

For Nimbarka, the universe consisting of the corporeal and the 
incorporeal abides in its own cause, i.e. Brahman, in a relation of 
difference-non-diffcrence on account of the twofold teaching like 
the case of the serpent and the coils. 

Srinivasa holds that Brahman is the one non-different material 
and efficient cause of the world. The coil is the effect dependent on 
the serpent which is the cause. The universe is the effect of Brahman . 
See Rg Veda I. 164. 20; M.U. III. 1. 1; S.U. IV. 6,1.6; C.U. III. 14. 1, 
VI. 8. 6, VII. 26. 1. 

Vallabha says that the sruti speaks of Param-atman as both 
without and with qualities. Even as a serpent assumes a crooked 
or straight form, so Brahman assumes all contradictory forms. 

Baladeva begins a new section here devoted to the discussion of the 
identity of the Lord and his attributes. The Lord is essentially 
intelligence and bliss and yet possesses them as his attributes, even as 
the serpent is nothing but the coil, yet possesses it as its attribute. 
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III. 2. 28. prakdsdsrayavad vd tejaslvat 

Or else like that of light, to its substratum , fimig luminous, 
prakdsa-asrayavat: like light and its substratum; vd: or; tejastvdt: on 
account of being luminous. 

Both being luminous, 5. says that they are non-different; on 
account of their varying extensity they are spoken of as different. 
Even so is the relation between the individual soul and Brahman / the 
former is limited while the latter is all-pervading. This is also the 
prima facie view. 

For E., the two are different but at the same time they are identical 
since they both are luminous. In the same way, the non-sentient 
world constitutes the form of Brahman. This is also the prima facie 
view which criticises the preceding prima facie view by pointing out 
that if the non-sentient would be a state of Brahman , as the coil is of 
the snake, then it will become identical with him seeing that the coil 
is only the snake. The correct view is that the soul is related to 
Brahman as the ray is to the sun, i.e. is his form and is different 
from him. 

Srikantha follows R. 

For Nimbarka, there is no absolute non-difference between the 
two. 

Baladeva argues that even as the sun is essentially light and is the 
substratum of light, so Brahman is essentially knowledge and also 
the substratum of knowledge. 


II. 2. 29. purvavad vd 

Or (the relation of the two is to be conceived) in the manner stated 
previously. 

purvavat: as stated previously; vd\ or. 

This sutra for S. refutes the view of difference-non-difference and 
establishes what is given in sutra 25, that the non-difference is the 
reality and difference is unreal. For if the difference were real, it could 
never cease to be. If separateness were real there could be no 
liberation. 

R. points out that non-sentient matter stands to Brahman in the 
same relation as the individual soul does. It is an attribute incapable 
of being realised apart from Brahman and hence is a part,awsa,of the 
latter. Those texts which refer to the two as different should be 
taken in their primary sense, that the distinguishing attribute and 
that to which the attribute belongs are essentially different. 


III. 2. 30. pratisedhde ca 

And on account of the denial. 

pratisedhut: on account of the denial; ca: and. 

Passages like ‘there is no other witness but he' (B.U. III. 7. 23), 
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'not this, not this' (B.U. II. 3. 6), show that there is no other reality 
than Brahman . £. 

For R. f the relation of the two can only be that of distinguishing 
attribute and the thing distinguished. Brahman distinguished by 
sentient and non-sentient beings in their subtle state is the cause; 
distinguished by the same beings in their gross state is the effect. The 
effect is non-different from the cause and by the knowledge of the 
causal Brahman the effect is known. Brahman is free from defects 
and is the abode of all auspicious qualities. 

Nimbarka says that Brahman does not possess any imperfection. 
See Kapha U. 

Srinivasa quotes Katlia U. V. 10. 11. 


Section 7 (31-37) 

BRAHMAN IS ONE WITHOUT A SECOND 

III. 2. 31. param atah setun-nlana-sambandha-bheda-vyapadeiebhyah 

Beyond this (.Brahman there is something further) on account of the 
designations of bridge , measure, connection and separation . 
param: beyond; atah: this; setu-immdna-sanibandha-bheda- 

vyapadesdt: on account of the designations of bridge, measure, 
connection and separation. 

£. points out that the objection is raised that on account of texts 
mentioning bridge which separates things other than itself, 'Now the 
Self is the bridge, the [separating] boundary for keeping these 
worlds apart' (C.U. VIII. 4. 1), the self has size and is limited. 
C.U. III. 18. 2 says Brahman has four feet; whatever is limited is 
limited by some other object. Again, B.U. IV. 3. 21 says that 'the 
person in the embrace of the intelligent self knows nothing without 
or within'. This shows that there is something other than Brahman . 
All these suggest that Brahman is not one without a second. It has 
something different, anya-tattvam. 

For R., the sutra states the purva-paksa that there is a being 
higher even than the Highest Brahman, the supreme cause material 
as well as operative of the entire world. 

Baladeva makes out that the bliss of the Lord is the highest. It is 
higher than the worldly bliss on account of the designation of bridge, 
measure, connection and difference. The bliss of Brahman is the 
support of the entire world. C.U. VIII. 4. 1; T.U. II. 4. Human bliss 
compares to the bliss of the Lord as one to infinity. B.U. IV. 3. 22. 

III. 2. 32. sdmdnydt tu 

But (.Brahman is called a bridge ) on account of similarity. 
sdmdnydt: on account of similarity; tu: but. 
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For S., there is nothing different from Brahman. It is called a 
bridge not because there is something beyond it but because like a 
bridge which keeps back water and marks the boundary of adjacent 
fields. Brahman maintains the world and its boundaries. When 
C.U. VIII. 4. 2 says ‘having passed the bridge’, it means ‘having 
attained Brahman fully even as we say he has passed in grammar, 
when we mean that he has mastered it fully', yathd vydkaranam 
tuna iti prdpta ucyate ndtihrdntas tad-vat. 

For R., Brahman is said to be a bridge in so far as it binds to itself 
(setu being derived from si: to bind) the whole aggregate of sentient 
and non-sentient things without any confusion. Again, passing 
beyond means reaching, as we say he has passed beyond the Vedanta 
meaning that he has mastered it: iaratis ca prdpti-vacano yathd 
veddntam taratlti. 

For Nimbarka, Brahman is similar to a bridge in a certain respect 
for he keeps the worlds apart. C.U. VIII. 4. 1. 

For Raladeva, the word 'bliss' is applied to human bliss on account 
of similarity even as the term ‘jar’ is applied to all jars irrespective of 
their individual differences. 

III. 2. 33. huddhyarlhah pddavat 

(The statement that Brahman has size is) for the sake of (easy) compre¬ 
hension : just like (four) feet. 

huddhyarthah: for the sake of comprehension; pddavat: like feet. 

Since it is difficult to comprehend Brahman, infinite and all- 
pervading, for the sake of easy comprehension and meditation 
Brahman is imagined to have size, etc. C.U. III. 18. This is S.'s view. 

R. quotes C.U. III. 12. 6 and holds that for the purpose of thought, 
meditation, the Supreme is said to have measure, etc. 

III. 2. 34. sthdna-visesdt prakdiddivat 

(The statements in regard to connection and difference) are due to 
difference of place; as in the case of light, etc . 

sthdna-visesdt: on account of difference of place; prakasddivat as in 
the case of light, etc. 

£. says that differences are made with reference to limiting adjuncts. 
They do not indicate any difference in the nature of Brahman. Light 
inside the room is distinguished from the light outside, though all 
light is one. The sense of difference is produced by the connection of 
the Self with different adjuncts; when these adjuncts are removed, 
union is effected. 

Bhaskara does not mention this sutra. 

Srinivasa says that if the objection is raised that the Unlimited can 
never become limited even for purposes of meditation, the siitra says 
that though Brahman is unlimited, he becomes limited on account of 
the speciality of place. 
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Baladeva starts a new section here, showing that the Lord has a 
variety of manifestations. The Lord, though one, manifests himself 
in different forms to his devotees in accordance with their different 
devotions. Those who worship him as the Master see him as the 
Majestic; those who worship him as the Beloved, see him as the Sweet. 


III. 2. 35. upapattes ca 

And from reasoning. 

upapatteh: from reasoning; ca: and. 

The difference between the soul and Brahman is for §. not real 
but is due to ignorance. See C.U. VI. 8. 1 where the connection of the 
soul with Brahman is said to be of essential nature. See also C.U. 
III. 12. 7ff. 

R. quotes the text M.U. II. 2. 5, amrtasyaisa setuh , he is the bridge 
of the Immortal, and says that it does not mean a distinction between 
that which causes to reach and the object reached. The Highest Self 
is the means as well as the end. See liatha V. I. 2. 23. 

Baladeva quotes the text: ‘as you meditate, so you become', and 
holds that the devotees realised the Lord differently in accordance 
with the different modes of worshipping him. 


III. 2. 36. tathdnya-pratisedhdt 

Similarly , on account of the denial of other (existences). 

tathd: similarly; anya-pratisedlicit: on account of the denial of other 

(existences). 

$. says that many texts deny the existence of anything other 
than Brahman. C.U. VII. 25. 1 and 2; M.U. II. 2. 11; B.U. II. 4. 6, 

IV. 4. 19, II. 5. 19; S.U. III. 9. 

R. holds that there is nothing higher than the Highest and 
interprets the text tato yad uttara-taram in accordance with the 
previous verses that that which is the Highest is without form, etc. 
Again, in M.U. III. 2. 8, the text, ‘the knower freed from name and 
shape, attains to the divine Person higher than the high', the high 
here means the aggregate soul, samasti-purusa , and the higher refers 
to the Supreme Person with all his transcendent qualities, who is 
superior to the aggregate soul. 

Srikantha begins a new section here dealing with the question 
whether there is anything equal to the Lord, as the doubt whether 
there is anything superior to the Lord has been disposed of in the 
previous section. This section says that there is none equal to the 
Lord. 

Baladeva makes this an independent section proving that the 
Lord is the Highest for if he were not, there could be no love and 
devotion for him. 
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III. 2. 37. anena sarva-gatatvam dydma-sabdddibhyah 

By this , the all-pervadingness (of Brahman is established) in accordance 
unth the statements about (Brahman s) extent. 

anena: by this; sarva-gatatvam: all-pervadingness; dydma- 
sabdddibhyah: in accordance with (scriptural) statements about 
(Brahman's) extent. 

For texts describing Brahman as bank, etc., are not to be taken 
literally, for then Brahman would be limited. Texts denying plurality 
should be accepted as valid. There are texts which declare the 
all-pervadingness of Brahman : C.U. VIII. 1.3; Satapatha Brdhmana 
X. 6. 3. 2; B.G. II. 24. 

R. quotes S.U. III. 9; M.U. I. 1. 6; and Mahdndrdyana U. XI. 6. 
‘Whatever is seen or heard in this world, is pervaded inside and 
outside by N dray ana 

yacca kincij jagaty asmin drsyate sruyatc'pi vd 
an tar bahis ca tat sarvani vydpya ndrdyanah sthitah. 
Srikantha points out that the Lord Siva pervades the entire 
universe through Ndrdyana, the material cause who is but a part of 
himself. So it is known that the Lord himself is all-pervasive. 

Nimbarka argues that the all-pervadingness is established on 
account of the scriptural texts about expansion and so on. While 
Nimbarka points out that there is nothing higher than Brahman, £. 
and Bhaskara take the sutra as establishing that there is nothing 
besides Brahman. 

Baladeva makes this an independent section. If it be objected that 
the Lord is not all-pervasive, but of an intermediate size, i.e. of the 
size of the body or form in which he appears before his devotees, it is 
said that even the intermediate form of the Lord is all-pervasive for 
Scripture declares so. 


Section 8 (38-41) 

THE REWARD OF WORKS IS ALLOTTED BY THE LORD 

III. 2. 38. phalam ata upapatteh 
From him the fruit , for that is reasonable. 

phalam: fruit (of action); atah: from him; upapatteh: for that is 
reasonable. 

The question is whether the fruits of actions spring from the 
actions themselves or from the Lord. Actions which pass away as 
soon as they are performed have no power of bringing about results 
at some future time since nothing can spring from nothing. Nor can 
it be argued that an action passes away only after having produced 
some result according to its nature and the agent will at some future 
time enjoy the fruit of that action. The fruit of an action is the fruit 
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only at the time of its enjoyment by the doer. We cannot say that the 
fruit will spring from some supersensuous principle, apurva, which 
itself is said to be a direct result of the deed. For apurva is of a non- 
intelligent nature and cannot act unless moved by some intelligent 
being. Nor is there any proof for the existence of apurva . The fact 
that the deeds are actually requited is accounted for by the action of 
the Lord. 

R. makes out that the meditating devotee receives the reward of 
meditation, i.e. release, which consists in attaining to the Highest 
Person, only from that Highest Person, for action which is non- 
intelligent and transitory is incapable of bringing about a result 
connected with a future time. 

For Nimbarka, the Highest Person is the giver of fruits. 


III. 2. 39. srutatvdc ca 

And because the Scripture so teaches, 
srutatvdt: because the Scripture so teaches; ca: and. 
S. quotes B.U. IV. 4. 20. 

R. quotes in addition T.U. II. 7. 


III. 2. 40. dharmam jaiminir ata eva 

Jaimini ( thinks ) that for the same reasons , religious merit (is what 
brings about the fruits of actions ). 

dharmam: religious merit; jaiminih: (the sage) Jaimini; ata eva: for 
the same reasons. 

Jaimini holds a different view. Scripture says, ‘He who is desirous 
of the heavenly world is to sacrifice', svarga-kdmo yajeta. If such 
injunctions are to be meaningful, the sacrifice itself must bring about 
the result but a deed cannot effect a result at some future time, 
unless before passing away, it gives birth to some unseen result. This 
afurva may be an imperceptible after-state of the deed or an 
imperceptible antecedent state of the result. We need not think that 
the Lord effects the results of all actions, for one uniform cause 
cannot account for a variety of effects. Again, the Lord will be 
charged with partiality and cruelty; besides, if the deed itself did not 
bring about its own fruit, it would be useless to perform it at all. For 
all these reasons the result springs from the deed only, whether 
meritorious or non-meritorious. 

According to the Purva Mimdmsd, the results of sacrifices, etc., 
are due neither to a Supreme Deity, which it does not admit, nor 
to the particular deities to whom the offerings are made, but to the 
unseen potency generated by the very performance of the sacrifices, 
etc. Purva Mimdmsa Sutra: II. 1. 5. This pUrva-paksa is refuted in 
the next sutra. 
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III. 2. 41. pUrvam tu badardyano hetu-vyapadesat 
Bddardyana, however, thinks the former (i.e. the Lord) [to be the cause 
of the fruits of action) since he is designated as the cause {of the actions 
themselves). 

purvam: the former; tu: but; bddardyanah: (the sage) Radarayana; 
hetu-vyapadeidt: on account of his being declared to be the cause (of 
the actions even). 
tu: but, refutes Jaimini’s view. 

According to Radarayana, Brahman is the dispenser of rewards. 
The scriptural text declares that Brahman is the cause, and not 
karma either by itself or through some other mysterious factor called 
apiirva. According to S., the reference is directly to Brahman as the 
dispenser. He quotes a passage from the K.U. III. 8: 'This one, 
indeed, causes him whom he wishes to lead up from these worlds to 
perform good actions. This one, indeed, also causes him whom he 
wishes to lead downward, to perform bad actions.’ See also B.G. VII. 
21-22. Since the Lord has regard to the merit and demerit of the 
souls, the objection that a uniform cause is incapable of producing 
various effects does not stand. 

R. considers texts which ascribe potency to the various deities and 
proves the identity of these deities with Brahman by means of the 
antarydmi Brahmana . 

Srikantha assumes from the start the identity of the deities with 
the Supreme Lord, paramesvardtmakatayd vdyvddtndm. 

According to Suka, Ndrdyana grants fruits to the individual souls 
in keeping with their past actions, ndrdyandt tat-tat-jlvdndm tat-tat- 
purvanugunyena phalam bhavatiti niscetavyam. 



Section 1 (1-4) 

THE DIFFERENT MEDITATIONS ARE ONE 


III. 3. 1 . sarva-veddnta-prafyayam codanddy avisesdt 
(The forms of meditation ) described in all the Vedanta texts (are not 
different) on account of the non-difference of injunction and so on. 
sarva-veddnta-pratyayam: described in all the Vedanta texts; 
codanddy-avisesdt: on account of non-difference as regards injunction 
and so on. 

This part describes how the individual can by meditation on 
Brahman obtain final release. In different branches of Vedic learning 
the same meditations are described with slight or major modifi¬ 
cations. But there is unity on the nature of Brahman and the 
relation to it of the human soul. In the present part attempts are 
made to remove the contradictions in the sacred texts and achieve 
reconciliation of the different Vedanta texts on this matter. 

The meditation on prana is described in one way in B.U. VI. 1. I 
and in a different way in C.U. V. 1. 1. They are non-different 
because of the similarity as regards injunction, connection, name and 
form. There is non-difference even as regards the fruit or the result of 
meditation. This is true not only of prdna-vidyd but dahara-vidyd , 
Vaisvdnara-updsand, $dndilya-vidyd , etc. S. believes that all these 
vidyas are concerned with Saguna Brahman and not Nirguna 
Brahman. Some of them lead to the attainment of results on eartli 
while others lead on gradually to salvation, by way of producing 
knowledge. 

Baladeva interprets the sutra as stating the settled conclusion 
anta-pratyayam of ail the Vedas. All the Vedas seek to teach 
Brahman, since all of them enjoin meditation on Brahman. 

III. 3. 2. bhedan ncti cen naikasydm a pi 

If it be said (that the meditations are) not (one) on account of difference 
(in minor points) (we reply) not so, since even in one and the same 
(vidyd there might he minor differences). 

bheclat: on account of difference; na: not; iti cet: if it be said; na: not 
so; ekasydm api: even in the same (vidyd). 

In spite of secondary differences, it is reasonable to assume that 
the meditations of the same class are one and not different. S. and 
Bhaskara hold that differences in details are permissible even in the 
case of one and the same vidyd. If the two vidyas agree in essential 
points, differences in details do not make them separate vidyas. 

Baladeva says that if the objection is raised that Brahman is 
designated differently in different IJpanisads—in one he is said to be 
knowledge and bliss, B.U. III. 9. 28; in another omniscient and 
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all-knowing, M.U. 1.1.9—the replyis that even in the same Upanisad , 
Brahman is designated as knowledge, bliss as well as omniscient. So 
all branches speak of the same Brahman. 

III. 3. 3. svddhydyasya tatlidtvena hi samdcdrc dhikdrdc ca savavac 
ca tan-niyamah 

(The rite of carrying fire on the head is connected) with the study of the 
Veda because [it is described) as such in the samdedra; (this also 
follows) from its being a qualification (for the students of the Atharva 
Veda) as is the case with the (seven) oblations. 

svddhydyasya: of the study of the Vedas ; tathdtvena: as being such; 
hi: because; samdedre: in samdedra (a book of that name); adhikdrdt: 
on account of the qualification (for the students of the Atharva Veda) ; 
ca: and; scivavat: like that of the (seven) oblations; ca: and; tan - 
niyamah: that rule. 

If the objection is raised that in the M.U. which deals with the 
knowledge of Brahman, the carrying of the fire on the head is 
mentioned, so this vidyd of the Atharvanikas is different from all 
others, the sutra according to $. refutes the objection by holding 
that the rite of carrying fire on the head is not an attribute of the 
vidyd but of the study of the Vedas of the Atharvanikas. Samdedra is a 
book which deals with Vedic observances. 

Bhaskara reads salila-vac ca in place of sava-vac ca. Interpretation 
is the same. 

R. contends that the ceremony is not a part of the vidyd ; it is a 
peculiarity of the study of the Veda. 

Baladeva breaks the siltra into two independent parts. 
svddhydyasya . . . adhikdrac ca (3). 
sava-vac ca tan-niyama (4). 

(3) means: For the injunction of the study of the Veda being such, 
(i.e. of a general import) and because of the eligibility (of all) to the 
sacred duties (mentioned in the Veda), (the entire Veda must be 
studied). The followers of one branch are eligible for the duties 
enjoined by all the branches. Brahman may be realised by all the 
religious practices taught in all the Vedas . (4) means that while the 
libations are open to the followers of the Atharva Veda only and 
cannot be offered by the followers of the other Vedas , the worship of 
Brahman is universal and may be performed by all. 

III. 3. 4. darsayati ca 

(Scripture) also declares thus. 
darsayati: declares; ca: also. 

Katha U. I. 2. 15 refers to That which all the Vedas declare'. 

S. says that it is the Nirguna Brahman which is the purport of all 
Vedanta texts: All vidyds relating to it are one. So also the meditation 
on Saguna Brahman as Vaiivanara who is represented as extending 
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from heaven to earth (see also C.U. V. 18. 1) is one, and not many. 
The unity of all meditations is indicated here. 


Section 2 (5) 

PARTICULARS OF IDENTICAL VIDYAS MENTIONED IN 
DIFFERENT SAKHAS OR BRANCHES SHOULD BE 
COMBINED IN ONE MEDITATION 

III. 3. 5. upasamhdro rthdbheddd vidhisesavat samdne ca 

In the case of (a meditation) common [to several sakhds or branches) a 
combination [of particulars mentioned in each is to be made) since 
there is no difference of essential matter, even as in the case of what is 
subsidiary to the main sacrifice . 

upasamlidrah: combination; arthdbheddt: since there is no difference 
in the object of meditation; vidhi-sesavat: as in the case of the 
subsidiary rites to the main sacrifice; samdne: common; ca: and. 

The object of meditation is one only comprehending all the 
attributes mentioned in the different texts. 

The meditations are identical and their meaning is the same and so 
their special features are to be combined even as the subsidiary 
rites are combined in the performance of sacrifices like agni-hotra 
and the like. 

Baladeva begins a new section here and asks whether Brahman 
described as Krsna, Rama and Nrsimha to denote sweetness, 
heroism, terrific character is one or different and answers that all the 
attributes are to be combined. 


Section 3 (6-8) 

SOME VIDYAS ARE REALLY SEPARATE, THOUGH 
APPARENTLY IDENTICAL 

III. 3. 6. anyathdtvam iabddd iti cen navisesat 

If it be said that (the udgitha vidyd of the B.U. I. 3. 7 and that of the 
C.U. I. 2. 7) are separate on account of [the difference of) texts , [we say), 
not so, on account of the non-difference [as regards essentials ). 
anyathdtvam: separateness; sabddt: on account of (difference of) 
texts; iti cet: if it be said; na: not so; avisesdt: on account of non¬ 
difference (as regards essentials). 

The opponent states that the vidyds are one because in spite of 
differences of texts, there is unity in essentials. Both texts state that 
the devas and the asuras are fighting; both at first glorify speech and 
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the other vital airs in their relation to the udgltha and then find fault 
with them and pass on to the chief vital air; both relate that through 
the strength of the latter, the asuras are scattered as a ball of eartli 
is scattered when hitting a solid stone. So it is argued that the two 
texts constitute one vidyd only. 

Baladeva does not begin a new section here but continues the 
topic of the coalescence of the different attributes of the Lord. 

III. 3. 7. na vd prakarana-bheddt parovanyastvddivat 

Or rather there is no (unity of the vidyds) owing to the difference of subject 
matter , even as (the meditation on the udgltha) the highest and greatest 
(is different). 

na vd: rather not; prakarana-bheddt: owing to the difference of 
subject matter; parovanyastvddivat: even as (the meditation on the 
udgltha as) the highest and greatest (is different from the meditation 
on the udgltha as abiding in the eye, etc.). 

The two vidyds are different on account of differences in subject 
matter. In C.U. I. 1 . 1 only a part of the udgltha , the syllable aum, is 
meditated upon as the prana ; in B.U. I. 3. 2, the whole udgltha hymn 
is meditated on as prana. So the two vidyds cannot be one. The case 
is similar to the meditation on udgltha enjoined in the passage, This 
is, indeed, the highest and greatest udgltha (C.U. I. 9. 2), which is 
different from the one enjoined in C.U. 1. 6 , where the udgltha is 
meditated on as abiding in the eye and the sun. 

R. agrees that the meditations are separate since they have 
different objects of meditation. 

Nimbarka follows R/s interpretation. 

Baladeva begins a new section here, with two sutras. While in the 
previous section all the attributes are said to be combined while 
meditating on the Lord, here it is pointed out that this is the case 
only with the svanisfha devotees, but in the case of ehdntin devotees 
there is no such combination. He interprets prakarana to mean 
prakrsta karanam, excellent act (of devotion). For Baladeva, the 
sutra reads: or (there is) no combination of attributes (in the case of 
the ekdntins) on account of the difference of devotion (i.e. because 
the devotion of the ekdntins) is one-pointed, while that of the 
svanistha is universal as in the case of being higher than the high, 
(i.e. just as the ekantin worshipper of the golden Person in the sun 
does not combine the qualities of being higher than the high and 
so on). 

III. 3. 8 . samjndtas cet tad uktam asti tu tad api 

If it be said (that they are one) on account of name (being the same) it has 
already been said (answered) but even that (identity of name in different 
vidyds) exists . 

savhjMtah: on account of name (being same); cet: if it be said; tat: it; 
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uktam: has already been said; asti: exists; tu: but; tat: that; apt: 
even. 

We have already said that identity of name does not mean unity 
of the vidyas. 

Terms like agnihotra , udgitha are given to many different acts, 
says R. 

Baladeva holds that even while the same name is given, the 
attributes of the one need not be combined in the other. 


Section 4 (9) 

AVM IS COMMON TO ALL THE VEDAS 
III. 3. 9. vydptes ca samanjasam 

And because (< aunt) extends (to all the Vedas), to specialise it (by the 
term udgitha ) is appropriate. 

vydpteh: owing to extension (to all the Vedas ); ca: and; samanjasam: 
is appropriate. 

In C.U. I. L 1 the aumkdra and the udgitha stand in the relation 
of one specifying the other. They stand in the relation of sdmdnddhi- 
karanya, abiding in a common substratum. 

According to R., the object of meditation is constituted by the 
pranava ; this is termed the udgitha, viewed under the form of prana 
in the C.U. In the B.U. the term udgitha denotes the whole udgitha 
and the object of meditation is lie who produces the udgitha , i.e. the 
udgdtri, viewed under the form of prana. So the two vidyas are 
separate. 

Srikantha holds that the udgitha qualifies aumkdra and so the 
aumkdra is the object to be meditated on. 

Baladeva asks whether the qualities of infancy, etc., are to be 
included in the meditation on the Supreme and answers that they 
are to be included as they are not inconsistent with the all-pervading- 
ness of the Supreme. 


Section 5 (10) 

THE UNITY OF THE PRANA-VIDYAS 
III. 3. 10. sarvdbhedad anyatreme 

Since (the vidyas) are non-different everywhere, those (qualities which 
are found in some arc to he inserted) in the other places (also ). 
sarvdbheddt: on account of non-difference everywhere; anyatra: in 
the other places; ime: these qualities (are to be inserted). 

Prana is mentioned in C.U. VI; B.U. VI. 1 not only as the eldest 
and the best but also as the richest and so on. In the text of the K.U. 
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only the former are mentioned. The question is whether the other 
attributes are to be imported into it also. The prima facie view is 
against such importation for each meditation is enjoined in a par¬ 
ticular form and for each a special result is prescribed. So a mixing 
up of the meditations should be avoided. The answer is that, as the 
meditations relate to one entity, prana , the qualities mentioned in 
one context are likely to occur to our minds even in another and so 
are included in the significance of the particular form of meditation 
presented. 

Srlkantha agrees with this view. 

Baladeva has a different interpretation and takes the sutra as 
dealing with the acts of the Lord which arc eternal on account of the 
non-difference of all, viz. the Lord and his companions and they 
manifest themselves elsewhere. The acts of the Lord which he 
performs through cit-sakti are eternal, while those which he performs 
through matter are non-eternal. 


Section 6 (11-13) 

IN ALL MEDITATIONS ON BRAHMAN . ESSENTIAL AND 
UNALTERABLE QUALITIES LIKE BLISS AND KNOW¬ 
LEDGE ARE TO BE INCLUDED EVERYWHERE BUT NOT 

OTHERS 

III. 3. 11. dnandadayah pradhanasya 

Bliss and other qualities as belonging to the subject of the qualities {have 
to be attributed to Brahman everywhere ). 

dnandadayah: bliss and other qualities; pradhanasya: of the subject, 
(i.e. Brahman). 

The question is raised whether in each place where Brahman is 
mentioned, we have to understand only the qualities mentioned there 
or all the qualities, the answer is, since Brahman to which the qualities 
belong is one and non-different, the qualities should also be the 
same. 

Nimbarka says that as the substratum of the qualities, Brahman is 
the same, the attributes are to be inserted in all the meditations of 
the Highest. 

III. 3. 12. priyasirastvddyaprdpti upacaydpacayau hi bhede 

(Such qualities as) joy being its head and so on have no force (for other 
passages); for increase and decrease (are possible only) if there is 
difference (and not in Brahman in which there is non-dtfference ). 
priyasirastvddi: (qualities like) joy being its head, etc.; aprdptih: are 
not to be taken everywhere; upacarydpacayau: increase and decrease; 
hi: because; bhede: (are possible) in difference. 
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Attributes like joy, satisfaction, great satisfaction, bliss are 
qualities with lower and higher degrees. These degrees are possible 
only where there is plurality and Brahman is devoid of plurality. 
They are attributed to the Highest Brahman merely as a means of 
fixing one's mind on it and not because they are themselves objects 
of contemplation. These qualities belong to the Saguna Brahman 
only and not to the Highest Brahman above all qualifications. This 
is the view of S. 

R. holds that these qualities are not those of Brahman but are 
elements in a figurative representation of Brahman under the form of 
an animal body. 

III. 3. 13. itare tit artka-sdmdnydt 

But other {attributes are valid for all passages relative to Brahman) on 
account of identity of purport. 

itare: other (attributes); tu: but; artha-sdmdnyat: on account of 
identity of purport. 

Attributes like bliss, knowledge, all-pervadingness which describe 
the nature of Brahman are to be combined since their purport is one 
and indivisible Brahman. 

R. and Srlkantha interpret artha-sdnuinyat differently. ‘On account 
of their equality with the object itself.' The qualities of bliss and the 
rest determine the very nature of the thing {Brahman) and are 
therefore similar to the thing itself and so arc included in all 
meditations just like the thing itself. 

Baladeva argues that the meditation on Brahman as possessed of 
the attributes of all-pervadingness and the rest mentioned in T.U. 
leads to the attainment of Brahman , even as the meditation on him 
as possessed of other attributes mentioned in other texts. 


Section 7 (14-15) 

THE HIGHEST SELF IS HIGHER THAN 
EVERYTHING ELSE 

III. 3. 14. ddhyandya prayojanabhdvdt 

{The passage Katha U. 1.3. 10 gives information) for the purpose of 
meditation since there is no use {of the knowledge of the objects being 
higher than the senses and so on). 

ddhyandya: for the purpose of meditation; prayojanabhdvdt: since 
there is no use. 

Kafha U. says that beyond the senses are the objects, beyond the 
objects is the mind; beyond the mind is the understanding; and 
beyond the understanding is the great self; beyond the great self is 
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the unmanifest; beyond the unmanifest is the spirit; beyond the 
spirit there is nothing. The question is raised whether the aim of the 
passage is to say that each of the things successively enumerated is 
higher than the preceding one or only that spirit is higher than all of 
them. While the opponent splits up the sentence into many and holds 
that the aim of the passage is to indicate the superiority of one 
thing over its preceding, the sutra holds that the purport of the 
passage is that the spirit is higher than everything for it has a 
purpose, viz. to accomplish final release. Sec Katha U.l. 3.15: ‘one is 
freed from the mouth of death'. 

R. refers to the text T.U. II. 5 which represents Brahman as having 
joy for its head and so on and holds that it is intended for the 
purpose of meditation. This interpretation is followed by Nimbarka. 

Srikantha begins a new section here of four sutras which deals with 
the question whether the self consisting of food and the rest (T.U. 

II. 2ff.) is to be meditated on constantly as the self consisting of 
bliss is. The answer is ‘[they are not to be meditated on constantly] 
on account of the absence of purpose [for such meditation]’. 
Meditation on the self consisting of food and the rest has a purpose 
only so long as the self consisting of bliss is not reached. When it is 
reached the others become meaningless. So such meditations are not 
to be practised perpetually. 

Srikantha establishes the non-difference of cil-sakti from Brahman. 

III. 3. 15. dtma-iahdac ca 

And on account of the word Self. 

dtma-sabddt: on account of the word Self; ca: and. 

The subject of discussion is called the Self. Katha U. I. 3.12. The 
enumeration is not useless since it helps to turn the mind, which is 
outgoing gradually towards the Self. 

R. says that since the Self cannot really possess a head, wings and 
tail, its having joy for its head, etc., can only be meant figuratively, 
for the sake of easy comprehension. 

Nimbarka follows R. 

Srikantha continues the topic whether the selves consisting of 
food, vital breath, etc., are to be meditated on perpetually or not and 
gives another reason why they are not to be so meditated. The form 
'self' applied to each of the selves of food, etc., denotes the presiding 
deities. Brahman alone is to be meditated on and no other deity. 
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Section 8 (16-17) 

THE SELF SPOKEN OF IN A1TAREYA ARANYAKA 
II. 4. 1. 1 IS THE HIGHEST SELF 

III. 3. 16. dtma-grlntir itaravad uttardt 

The Highest Self is meant (in the Ailarcya Arany aha II. 4. 1 . 1 ) as in 
other texts (dealing with creation) on account of the subsequent qualifi¬ 
cation. 

dtma-grluti: the Supreme Self is meant; itaravat: as in other texts 
(dealing with creation); uttardt: on account of the subsequent 
qualification. 

The text considered is: The Self, verily, was all this; one only in 
the beginning. Nothing else whatsoever winked. He thought, “let me 
now create the worlds’V The question is whether the Self refers to 
the Supreme Self or Hiranya-garbha . It refers to the Supreme Self as 
in other texts T.U. II. L ‘He thought/ The thinking Self is the 
Supreme. 

R. thinks that the reference is to the Self of bliss because of the 
passage: ‘He desired, may I be many/ 

Srlkantha continues the topic whether the selves consisting of 
food and so on are to be meditated on or not and says that only the 
Supreme Brahman is to be meditated on and not other selves. 

III. 3. 17. anvaydd Hi cet sydd avadhdrandt 

If it be said that on account of the context (the. Highest Self is not meant) 
(ice say that) it is so on account of the statement (that the Self alone 
existed at the beginning). 

anvaydi: on account of the context; iti cet: if it be said; sydt: it might 
be so; avadhdrandt: on account of the statement. 

The Highest Self is meant and not Hiranya-garbha . S. explains 
this position with reference to other texts. B.U. IV. 3. 7. 

R. takes siitras 11-17 as one section. 

R. holds that the Self is connected with things which are not self, 
because the Highest Self is, as it were, viewed in them. 

Srlkantha concludes the discussion of the question whether the 
selves consisting of food and the rest are to be meditated on or not 
with the view that there must be meditation on the Self consisting of 
bliss alone, on account of definite statement. 


Section 9 (18) 

WATER AS THE DRESS OF PRANA 
III. 3. 18. kdrydkhydndd apiirvam 

Since (the rinsing of the mouth with water) is a restatement of an act 
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( 1 already enjoined by smrti) what has not been so enjoined elsewhere (is 
here intended). 

kdrydkhydndt: on account of being a restatement of an act; apurvam: 
what has not been so enjoined elsewhere. 

In C.U. V. 2. 2 and B.U. VI. 1. 14 we find a reference to the 
rinsing of the mouth with water before and after a meal. The question 
is whether the sruti enjoins both or only the latter. The answer is 
stated in the siitra. Since the act of rinsing is enjoined on everyone by 
the smrti, the latter act of meditation on the water as the dress of 
prdna is alone enjoined by the sruti. 

R. and Nimbarka agree with this view. 

Baladeva takes this siitra as an independent section dealing with 
the designation of the Lord as Father. He means by apurva , similar 
to what precedes (purva). The attributes of fatherhood and the like 
are similar to the preceding ones, bliss and so on. 


Section 10 (19) 

vidyAs in the same Sakha which are identical 
OR similar have to be combined for they are one 

III. 3. 19. samdna evam cdbheddt 

hi the same (sdkhd) also it is thus , (there is unity of vidyd) on account 
of non-difference (of the object of meditation). 

samdne: in the same also; evam: it is thus; ca: also; abheddt: on 
account of non-difference (of the object of meditation). 

Passages in different texts of the same sdkhd form one vidyd as the 
object of meditation is the same in them. Sandilya-vidya is the same 
in Agni-rahasya, Satapatha Brdhmana X. 6. 3. 1. 

Baladeva takes this siitra as dealing with the problem wdiether the 
Lord is to be meditated on as a pure soul or as possessed of a body. 
The answer is ‘Even [in the meditation on the form of the Lord] 
the sentiment is the same [samdna], on account of the non¬ 
difference [of the Lord’s different limbs such as eyes and so on with 
his very Self]’. Even as a golden image is gold throughout and by 
looking at different parts of the image, viz. the eyes and so on, one 
does not get different ideas but only one idea, viz. that of gold, so 
the different parts of the Lord are identical with the Lord himself and 
so they do not give rise to different ideas but to one idea of the Lord. 
Therefore the meditation on the Lord as having a form does, indeed, 
lead to release, evam api caksurddindm vailaksanyena bhdnepi 
samanaika-rasah sa eva hiranya-pratimddivat bhagavdn vodhyak. 
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Section 11 (20-22) 

THE NAMES GIVEN IN B.U. V. 5. 1-2 CANNOT BE 
COMBINED AS THEY ARE TWO SEPARATE VIDYAS 

III. 3. 20. sambandlidd evam anyatrdpi 

In other cases also , on account of the connection (i.e. the object of 
meditation is the same Brahman , we have to combine particulars) like 
this (i.e. as in the $dndilya-vidyd). 

sambandhdt: on account of the connection; evam: like this; anyatra: 
in other cases; api: also. 

In B.U. V. 5. 1-2 it is said; The person who is there in that orb and 
the person who is here in the right eye, these two rest on each other/ 
On the analogy of the $ dndilya-vidyd, these two require to be 
combined. 

R. says that the text mentions two secret names of Brahman, aham 
and ahar (B.U. V. 5. 3 and 4), and so the opponent argues that both 
these names are to be comprehended in each of the two meditations. 

Baladeva begins a new section here dealing with the worship of the 
dvesdvataras or God-possessed souls like Narada and so on. The 
question is whether they are to be meditated on as possessed of the 
attributes of the Lord himself. The prima facie view holds that they 
are to be meditated on as possessed of the attributes of the Lord. 

III. 3. 21. navd visesdt 

Rather not , on account of difference (of abode). 

na i hi: rather not; visesdt: on account of difference (of abode). 

Though the vidyd is one, still owing to difference in abodes the 
object of meditation becomes different, according to 
R. says that as Brahman is to be meditated on in two different 
abodes the meditations are separate. On the other hand in both forms 
of Sdndilya-vidya, Brahman is to be meditated on as abiding within 
the heart. 

Baladeva reads avisesat for visesdt. God-possessed souls are not to 
be worshipped as possessed of all God-like attributes, on account of 
their non-difference from other souls. God-possessed souls are like 
other individuals and they are to be highly venerated but not 
worshipped like the Lord himself. 

III. 3. 22. darsayati ca 

(The Scripture) also declares (that), 
darsayati: declares; ca: also. 

The Scripture distinctly states that the attributes are to be kept 
separate and not combined. It compares the two persons which are 
distinct. S mentions C.U. I. 8. 5. 
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Srikantha takes this as a new section dealing witli mandala-vidya 
(C.U. I. 6. 6 and the Mahd-narayana U.) and concludes that the two 
vidyas are identical since Scripture shows their identity. 

Baladeva gives an additional reason why the God-possessed souls 
are not to be meditated on as possessed of the attributes of the Lord 
himself. Scripture (C.U. VII. 1. 1) shows this. Narada, a god-possessed 
soul, approaches Sanat-kumara with a view to learning about the 
Supreme Self from him. This shows that god-possessed souls are not 
perfect like the Lord. They cannot be worshipped as possessed of his 
attributes. 


Section 12 (23) 

ATTRIBUTES OF BRAHMAN MENTIONED IN 
R A N AY A NIY A KHILA FORM AN INDEPENDENT V1DYA 

III. 3. 23. sambhrli dyu-vydptyapi cat ah 

For the same reason, the supporting {of the universe) and the pervading 
of the sky {attributed to Brahman) also {arc not to be included in other 
meditations of Brahman ). 

sambhfti: supporting (the universe); dyu-vydplih: the pervading of 
the sky; api: also; ca: and; at ah: for the same reason (as in the 
previous sutra). 

The text considered is ‘brahma jyesthd viryd sambhytdni brahmdgre 
jyestham divarn dtatdni’. *Brahman is the best among the powers 
which are held together. The pre-existent Brahman in the beginning 
pervaded the whole sky.' These two qualities are not to be included 
in other places treating of brahma-vidyd on account of difference of 
abode. These qualities and those mentioned in other vidyas like the 
£ aridity a-vidyd are of such a nature as to exclude each other. The 
mere fact that certain vidyas relate to Brahman docs not constitute 
their unity. Brahman, though one, is meditated on in manifold ways, 
on account of its different aspects, ekam api' brahma vihhuti-bhedair 
anekair anekadhopdsyata Hi sthitih. S. So the meditation referred to in 
this sutra is an independent vidyd standing by itself. 

Baladeva says that the attributes of holding together and 
pervading the sky are not to be combined in the meditation on God- 
possessed souls because they are not equal to the Lord. 


Section 13 (24) 

THE TWO VIDYAS ARE TO BE HELD APART 


III. 3. 24. purusa-vidydyam iva cetaresdm andmndndt 

And {since the qualities) as {mentioned in the purusa-vidyd of C.U. 

are not mentioned in that of the others, {the two are not one.) 
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purusa-vtdyavam tra: as in the purusa-vulya (of the C.U.); ca: and; 
itaresam: of the others; anamnanal: on account of non-mention. 

The question relates to the two vidyds (C.U. III. 16. 1; Taittirlya 
Aranyaka X 64) which compare the sacrifice with life, fiurnsa- 
yajha. The details and the purpose in the two are different and the 
similarities are unimportant. So the purusa-vidyd of the C.U. cannot 
be combined with that in the Taitliriya text. 

R. reads: ‘ purusa-vidydydm apt while S. reads: f purusa-vidyayiim 
iva* , though both reach the same conclusion. 

Baladeva concludes his discussion of the worship of God-possessed 
souls. Since they are not equal to the Lord, they are not to be wor¬ 
shipped as possessed of his attributes. 


Section 14 (25) 

CERTAIN PASSAGES RELATING TO SACRIFICES AT THE 
BEGINNING OF SOME UP AXIS A DS DO NOT FORM PART 
OF BRAHMA-VIDYA 

III. 3. 25. vedhddy artha-bheddt 

(i Certain mantras relating to) piercing, etc., (arc not part of the brahma- 
vidyd) since they have a different meaning. 

vedhddi: piercing and so on; artha-bheddt : because of difference of 
meaning. 

Certain passages met with in the beginning of some Upanisads do 
not belong to the main teaching of the Upanisads, viz. brahma-vidyd, 
since they are obviously connected with sacriticial acts; their textual 
collation does not make them parts of brahma-vidyd . 

Baladeva takes this as a separate section dealing with the question 
whether one should meditate on the Lord not only as possessing the 
sweet and the majestic attributes like bliss and omnipotence but also 
of destructive and fearful attributes such as piercing and so on. Pie 
answers that we should not: ‘One who is desirous of release should 
not meditate on the Lord as possessed of the attributes of piercing 
and so on, on account of the difference of result [of such a meditation] 
which does not lead to release as the meditation on the Lord as sweet 
and majestic does/ 
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Section 15 (26) 

THE STATEMENT THAT THE GOOD AND EVIL DEEDS OF 
A PERSON WHO.HAS ATTAINED KNOWLEDGE GO TO HIS 
FRIENDS AND ENEMIES RESPECTIVELY, IS VALID FOR 
ALL TEXTS WHICH SPEAK OF THE DISCARDING OF 
GOOD AND EVIL DEEDS BY SUCH A PERSON 

III. 3. 26. hdnau tup dy an a - sa hd a-sesalvdt kusdc chandah stuty- 
upagdnavat tad uktarn 

Where the discarding [of good and evil) is mentioned {the obtaining of 
this good and evil by others has to be included) on account of this word 
‘receiving being supplementary {to the statement about discarding) as in 
the case of Kusas, the metres, the praise and the recitation. This has been 
stated {in the Purva Mimdmsd ). 

hdnau: where (only) the discarding (of good and evil is mentioned); 
tu: but; upayana-sabda-scsatvdt: on account of the word 'receiving' 
being supplementary (to the word discarding); kusa-cliandah-stuti- 
upaganavat: as in the case of Kusas (which are used for keeping 
count of hymns, metres, praise and recitation); tat: that; uktarn: has 
been stated (in the Purva Mimdmsd ). 

Jaimini says that while some texts mention only Kusas and others 
state that they should be made of udumbara, tree, the first will have 
to be completed in the light of the other. {Purva Mimdmsd X. 8-15.) 
So also if one text mentions the discarding of good and evil by a 
person attaining knowledge (C.U. VIII. 13; see also M.U. III. 1.3), 
and another says that good and evil are obtained by his friends and 
enemies respectively (K.U. 1.4), the two have to be taken together. 

£. discusses another possible interpretation from the word dhu to 
tremble, shake and not discard. This would mean that good and evil 
still cling to a person who attains knowledge though their effects are 
retarded owing to the knowledge. £. argues against this view as the 
subsequent discussion in K.U. shows that others receive this good 
and evil which is not possible unless the person who attains know¬ 
ledge has discarded them. 

Baladeva raises a different question here whether the meditation 
on the Lord is obligatory or optional for freed souls. He reads 
dchanda for chanda meaning option. For him the sutra means: 'But 
on the destruction [of bondage, the released souls are under no 
obligation to practise meditation because they have obtained] 
nearness [updyana to the Lord] and because scriptural texts are 
supplementary [to this, i.e. are meant for leading the soul to this 
stage, viz. release], just as the singing of hymns with Kusa [in hand] 
is optional [dchanda for a student who has finished his daily duties], 
it is declared [by Scripture].' The aim of all texts is to teach men 

Q 
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meditation so that they may attain salvation. Wien the end is 
reached, when men are freed and approach the Lord, it is no longer 
necessary for them to go on with meditation. 


Section 16 (27-28) 


ONE SHAKES OFF GOOD AND EVIL DEEDS, NOT ON THE 
ROAD TO BRAHMA-LOKA BUT AT THE MOMENT OF THE 
SOUL’S DEPARTURE FROM THE BODY 

III. 3. 27. sdmparaye tartavydblidvdt tathd hy anyc 

At the (i time of) departure , {he frees himselffrom the effects of his works), 
there being nothing to be reached (by him on the way to brahma-loka 
through these works ); for thus others (declare). 

sdmparaye: at the time of departure; tartavya-abhdvdt: there being 
nothing to be reached; tathd: thus; hi: for; anye: others. 

K.U. (I. 4) says: ‘He comes to the river vijard (the Ageless) . . . 
there he shakes off his good deeds and evil deeds.* The discarding 
takes place, according to the opponent, on the way to brahma-loka 
and not at the time of death. The sutra says that the man of reali¬ 
sation gets rid of the results of his deeds at the time of death. The man 
possessing knowledge is about to reach Brahman and there is nothing 
to be reached by him on the way through his good and evil works. 
This is affirmed by other passages also. C.U. VIII. 13. 1; VI. 14. 2. 

R. says that there are no further pleasures and pains to be enjoyed 
as the result of good and evil deeds, different from the obtaining of 
Brahman, which is the fruit of knowledge. 

Srikantha takes 27, 28, 29 as the statement of the prima facie 
view. 

Baladeva interprets the word sdmpardya as ‘love of the Lord', 
Sampardya means one in whom all the truths meet, samparayati 
tattvdni yasmin. Love of sampardya is sdmpardya. So Baladeva 
interprets the sutra : When the love of the Lord (has arisen) (it is 
no longer obligatory for one to practise meditation) on account of 
there being nothing to be crossed (there is no bondage any more) for 
thus others declare. 

III. 3. 28. chandata ubhaydvirodhdt 

According to his liking (he gets rid of good and evil while living) since 
there is no contradiction between the two . 

chandatah: according to his liking; ubhaya-avirodhdt: on account of 
non-contradiction between the two. 

When the body is left behind, man can no longer accomplish 
according to his liking, that effort which consists in self-restraint and 
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pursuit of knowledge and which is the cause of the obliteration of all 
his good and evil deeds. So obliteration cannot take place, and we 
must assume that the requisite effort is made and the result earned at 
an earlier moment. A disembodied soul cannot undergo the discipline 
for attaining knowledge, which only an embodied being can do 
according to its liking. So if the works of a knower persist after the 
fall of the body, it will not be possible for him to get rid of them 
seeing that there is no possibility for acquiring further knowledge. 
If knowledge be the cause of the destruction of works, the moment 
one acquires knowledge, the works must decay. This view agrees with 
all the texts. 

The attainment of brahma-loka is not possible so long as there is a 
body but there is no such difficulty about shaking off of good and evil 
results. This view avoids a contradiction. It makes knowledge the 
direct cause of the destruction of works and does not contradict 
Scripture. 

R. explains K.U. 1.4 which seems to go against the view that the 
soul leaves all its works at the time of leaving the body. ‘[The 
different parts of the text are to be arranged] at will, on account of 
the non-contradiction of both [reason and Scripture]/ We must put 
'he then discards good and evil deeds’ before the other, 'having 
attained the path of the gods, he comes to the world of fire’. 

Srikantha is of the view that the sutra states the opponent’s view. 

Baladeva begins a new section dealing with two ways of meditating 
on the Lord. We may meditate on him as the sweet or the majestic 
as both lead to salvation through the will of the Lord since there is 
no conflict between the two. The word ‘no’ is taken from III. 3. 22. 


Section 17 (29-30) 

HE WHOSE KNOWLEDGE IS LIMITED TO THE 
MANIFESTED ABSOLUTE GOES ON THE PATH OF THE 
GODS WHILE THE SOUL OF HIM WHO KNOWS THE 
UNMANIFESTED BRAHMAN BECOMES ONE WITH IT 
WITHOUT GOING TO ANY OTHER PLACE 

III. 3. 29. gater arthavattvam ubhayathanyathd hi virodhah 

A meaning has to be given to the going (on the path of the gods ) in a 
twofold manner; for otherwise (there would result) a contradiction, 
gateh: of the journey (of the soul along the path of the gods) 
arthavattvam: meaningfulness; ubhayathd: in a twofold manner; 
anyathd: otherwise; hi: for; virodhah: a contradiction. 

S.says that the journey along the path of the gods is true only of the 
worshippers of Saguna Brahman ; it has no meaning for the devotees 
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of Nirguna Brahman whose ignorance is destroyed by knowledge. If 
the journey applies to him also, texts like M.U. III. 1. 3 where the 
knower ‘shaking off good and evil and free from stain’ is said to 
‘obtain supreme equality with the Highest’ become meaningless. How 
can one who has become Brahman go to another place? 

For R., this siitra states the prima facie view. Only on the view that 
a part of the good and evil works is left behind at the time of the 
soul’s departure from the body and another part later on, a meaning 
can be found for the scriptural declaration of the soul proceeding on 
the path of the gods. For otherwise there would be a contradiction. 
For if all the works perished at the time of the soul’s departure from 
the body, the subtle body would also perish and there can be no 
going on the part of the self. So it cannot be that at the time of the 
soul’s departure from the body, all works should perish without any 
remainder. 

Nimbarka follows R.’s interpretation. 

Srikantha reverses the order of the sutras 29 and 30, makes 30 the 
prima facie view and 29 the correct conclusion. There is meaning for 
the journey on two ways only if the soul discards a part of its karma 
at the time of its departure from the body and the rest after crossing 
the river vijara, for otherwise there is contradiction. If all the 
karmas of the soul are destroyed completely at the time of its 
departure from the body it will become freed immediately and it 
would not be necessary for it to travel along the path of the gods, 
attain Brahman and then be freed. Thus there will be contradiction 
between passages which speak of travelling along the path of the 
gods to attain Brahman and release. Again, if the soul becomes freed 
as soon as it leaves the body, the texts which designate that the soul 
attains its real form on approaching Brahman will also be contra¬ 
dicted. To avoid these twofold contradictions, wc must say that all 
the karmas of the soul do not decay completely as soon as it leaves 
the bod} 7 . Though the vidya of the soul leads it to travel along the 
path of the gods, yet as actual release is not attained until one 
directly approaches Brahman, some part of karma still clings to the 
soul until it crosses the sphere of matter and actually attains the 
Lord. 

Baladeva observes that both the paths, meditation on God as the 
sweet and meditation on God as the majestic, lead to the Lord. 


III. 3. 30. upapannas tal-laksanarthopalabdher lokavat 

(The twofold view adopted above) is reasonable for we observe a purpose 
characterised thereby ( i.e . a purpose for going); as in the world, 
upapannah: is reasonable; tat-laksandrtha-upalabdheh: for a purpose 
characterised thereby is observed; lokavat: as in the world. 

The texts mention certain results which can be obtained by the 
worshipper, only by going to different places, such as mounting the 
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couch and holding conversation with Brahma. But a journey is 
meaningless for one whose ignorance is destroyed. This is seen in the 
world. To reach a village we have to go by the path which leads to it; 
to get rid of one’s illness no such journey is required, yaihd lake 
grama-praptan desdntara-prapanah panthd apeksyate n dr ogya-pr apian . 

R. holds that there is the complete decay of all works at the time of 
the soul’s separation from the body, on account of finding things 
which are marks of that (the soul’s connection with the body) as in 
the world. A pond dug for the purpose of irrigation continues to 
exist and may be used for other purposes such as supplying drinking 
water, even when its original purpose has been served, so the subtle 
body continues to exist for serving a purpose, viz. attainment of 
Brahman, though its original purpose, viz. the undergoing of karma, 
is absent. 

Bhaskara says that in the K.U. (I. 5-6) we find that the soul 
enters into conversation with K dry a -Bra Jim d and this is not possible 
unless it travels through the path of light and so on. This shows that 
it is accompanied by the subtle body since in ordinary experience we 
find that only those who are endowed with sense-organs can enter 
into conversation. The subtle body disappears only when the soul 
attains the Supreme Brahman through the K dry a - Brahma. 

Baladeva asks which of the two paths of meditation, God the 
Sweet or God the Majestic, is the higher. The devotee who meditates 
on the Lord as the sweet wins his favour. 

What is the stage when the accumulated merit and demerit of an 
enlightened person leave him? Is it at death or later? The prima 
facie view is that there is no object in its continuance after death, as 
there is no further use for karma. When the death of the body occurs, 
karma ceases for the enlightened person. Bhaskara, R., Nimbarka 
and Vijnana-bhiksu accept this position. R., Srikantha and Nimbarka 
believe that even the enlightened one has to proceed along the path of 
light, arcirddi-mdrga,beiore attaining Brahman. The gross body being 
destroyed at death and there being no karma left to form a subtle 
body, how can there be departure along a path? Srileant ha argues 
that the cessation of karma should be understood to take place in two 
instalments, at death and at a later stage on the crossing of the river 
viraja. As long as departure along a path is admitted the continuance 
of bondage is also admitted. Only with the final attainment of 
Brahman the intellect expands and the self manifests its full stature. 
Prior to that the intellect is in a state of contraction (samkucita) 
which is the characteristic of souls in samsdra. Samsdra does not 
exist in the absence oi karma. Till the river Viraja is crossed, we must 
admit residual karma. Beyond the river is the abode of final release. 

R. and Nimbarka do not accept this position. They think that, 
though karma ceases, a subtle body may yet continue by the 
potency of the meditation on Brahman. Though the subtle body may 
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require karma for its creation, it may be kept on independently of it, 
even as a tank dug for irrigation purposes may continue to exist 
(when that purpose has been otherwise fulfilled) and serve as a source 
of drinking water. 

While S. and Vijnana-bhiksu deny departure in the case of the 
enlightened one, Bhaskara upholds the doctrine of departure. He 
believes that the destruction of good and evil deeds is essential to 
departure on the path of light. If bad deeds are not destroyed, there 
will be no upward departure at all; if good deeds are not destroyed 
the departure will be followed by return to the world of samsara and 
this is inconsistent with enlightenment. 


Section 18 (31-32) 

III. 3. 31. aniyamah sarvdsam avirodhah sabddnumdndbhyam 

There is no restriction (as to the going on the path of the gods as it 
applies) to all (vidyas of the Saguna Brahman). There is no contra¬ 
diction as is seen from the sruti and the smyti. 

aniyamah: (there is) no restriction; sarvdsam: (the path applies) to 
all; avirodhah: (there is) no contradiction; iabda-anwndndbhydm: (as 
is evident) from the sruti and the smyti. 

S. argues that going on the path of the gods is connected equally 
with all those vidyas which have prosperity for their aim. Scripture 
declares that not only those who know the pahcdgni-vidyd (C.U. 
V. 10. 1) but also those who understand other vidyas and those w r ho 
in the forest follow faith and austerities proceed on the path of the 
gods. See also B.G. VIII. 26. 

R. holds that all those who meditate on Brahman, irrespective of 
the distinction between saguna and nirguna , proceed after death on 
the path of the gods. R. reads sarvesdm, all worshippers, and not 
sarvdsam , all saguna-vidyds. This is sutra 32 in R. 

Baladeva reads avirodhdt for avirodhah. There is no rule [that 
meditation, prayers, singing the name of the Lord and the rest are to 
be performed conjointly always as a means to salvation, since any 
one of them may singly lead to salvation] because there is no 
contradiction of all [texts] on account of verbal testimony and 
inference/ 

III. 3. 32. yavad-adhikaram avasthitir adhikdrikandm 

Of those who have an office to fulfil , there is subsistence (of the body) as 
long as the office lasts. 

yavat-adhikdram: so long as the office lasts; avasthitih: subsistence 
(corporeal existence); adhikdrikandm: of those who have an office to 
fulfil. 
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says that the bliss of Brahman is enjoyed here and now by virtue 
of the knowledge of Brahman and there is no question of taking it on 
trust like the attainment of paradise, svarga, after death. 

This sutra says that ordinarily a person after attaining knowledge 
is not reborn. But the case is different with those who have a mission 
to fulfil. Those perfected sages take one or more births until their 
mission is fulfilled; after which they are not born again. Though they 
are reborn, they are not subject to ignorance. Their cases are 
analogous to those of jlvan-muktas, who, even after attaining 
knowledge, continue their corporeal existence so long as their 
prdrabdha karma lasts. The divine mission of these people is com¬ 
parable to the prdrabdha karma . 

§. admits that some persons although knowing Brahman attained 
new bodies, brahmavidam api kcsdmcid itihdsa-purdnayar dehdntarot - 
patti-darsandt. Apantaratamas, Vasistha, Bhrgu, Sanat-kumara, 
Daksa, Narada assumed new bodies, after attaining knowledge of 
Brahman. Those to whom the Highest Lord has entrusted certain 
offices, though they possess complete knowledge which is the cause 
of release, last as long as their office lasts, their works not yet being 
exhausted. They obtain release only when their office comes to an 
end. tesdm apdntaratamahprabhrtindm veda-pravartanddisu loka- 
sthiti-hetusv adhikdresn niynktdndm adhikdra-tantratvdt. sthiteh 
yathdisau bhagavdn savitd sahasra-yuga-paryantam jagato'dhikdram 
carilvd tad-avasane 1 idaydstamaya-varjitah kaivalyam anubhavati (see 
C.U. III. 11 . 1 ). evam apdntaratamah-prabhrtayo’pisvardh parames- 
varena tesu tesvadhikdresu niyuktas santah satyapi samyagdarsane 
kaivalya-hetdv aksina-karmdno ydvad-adhikdram avatisthante tad- 
avasdne cdpavrjyanta ity aviruddham . 

As long as there is adhikdra, they are subject to prdrabdha karma. 
They however pass, according to their free will, from one body to 
another, preserving all the time the memory of their identity. 

R. points out that in the case of the persons who hold office, the 
effects of the works which gave rise to the offices continue to exist 
as long as the office itself does and so they do not after death enter on 
the path beginning with light. 


Section 20 (33) 

NEGATIVE DESCRIPTIONS ARE TO BE COMBINED 

III. 3.33. aksaradhiydm tv avarodhah sdmdnya-tadbhdvdbhydm 
upasadvat tad uktam 

But the ( 1 negative) conceptions concerning the Immutable are to be 
comprehended (in all meditations on the Immutable) on account of the 
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similarity and of the object being the same as in the case of the upasad 
(the offerings). This has been said (in the Purva Mimdmsd Ill. 3. 9). 

aksaradhiydm: of the (negative) conceptions of the Immutable; tu: 
but; avarodhah: comprehension; sdmdnya-tadbhdvdbhydm : on account 
of the similarity (of negative descriptions) and the object (the 
immutable Brahman) being the same; upasadvat: as in the case of 
the upasad (offering); tad: this; nktam: has been said. 

In 13.U. III. 8. 8-9 and M.U. I. 1. 5-6, we have negative 
descriptions of the Immutable. Are they to be treated as two 
separate vidyds or one vidyd ? The opponent says that these des¬ 
criptions do not directly specify the nature of Brahman as the 
positive characterisations as bliss, truth, etc., do; so the denial is valid 
only for the text in which it occurs and not for others. The sutra 
refutes this objection according to and argues that such denials are 
to be comprehended since the method of teaching Brahman through 
denial is the same and the object of the instruction is also the same, 
viz. the Immutable Brahman. The case is analogous to the upasad 
offerings. Though the mantras are found only in the Santa Veda the 
priests of the Yajur Veda also use them. 

For R., he who thinks of Brahman must think of it as having for 
its essential nature bliss, knowledge, etc., in so far as distinguished by 
the absence of grossness and the like. These qualities are no less 
essential than bliss and must therefore be included in all meditations 
on Brahman. 


Section 21 (34) 

M.U. III. 1. 1; KATHA U. 3. 1 FORM ONE VIDYA 

III. 3. 34. iyad-dmanandt 
On account of the same being described. 

iyat: this much, the same; dmananat: on account of being described. 

In the two texts, M.U. III. 1 . 1; Katha U. I. 3. 1 , according to £., 
the opponent says that in the former one eats the fruit while the 
other does not, in the latter both of them enjoy the results of their 
good actions and therefore the object of meditation is not identical. 
The sutra contends that they form one vidyd , for both describe the 
same Lord as existing in the form of the individual. The object is to 
teach about the Supreme Brahman and show the identity of the 
Supreme and the individual. Since the object of meditation is one, the 
vidyds are also one. 

According to R., the sutra contains a reply to an objection raised 
against the conclusion reached in the previous sutra. 

Bhaskara reads isat. In both the texts the Lord and the individual 
soul are designated as the objects to be known. So they both 
constitute the same vidyd. 

Baladeva means by dmananat : on account of scriptural declaration. 
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Section 22 (35-36) 

B.U. III. 4. 1 AND III. 5. 1 CONSTITUTE ONE VIDYA 
III. 3. 35. antara bhuta-grdmavat svdtmanah 

(There is the same teaching) as the Self is within all, as in the case of the 
aggregate of the elements . 

antara: as being within all; bhuta-grdmavat: as in the case of the 
aggregate of elements; svdtmanah: (teaching) of the same self. 

To the objection that the two passages B.U. III. 4. 1 ; III. 5. 1 
refer to two separate teachings, and two separate objects, the 
answer is given that the Supreme Self is the object in both cases 
since two different selves cannot be simultaneously the innermost of 
all in the same body, even as none of the elements constituting the 
body can be the innermost of all in the true sense of the term though, 
relatively speaking, one clement may be said to be inside another. 
The same Self is taught in both the texts. &. gives S.tJ. VI. 11 as a 
possible scriptural text intended by the author: The one God 
hidden in all beings . . . the witness, the knower; the only one devoid 
of qualities/ The object of knowledge is one and therefore the 
teaching is one. 

Baladeva begins a new section here with three sutras dealing with 
the topic of the identity of the Lord and his city. In the City of the 
Lord, every thing being a manifestation of the Lord is but the Lord 
himself though they look like material objects to the devotees. He 
interprets the next sutra as declaring that the Lord is both the 
dweller and the residence. He is identical with the city and yet dwells 
within the city. Everything is possible in the case of the Supreme. 

Bhaskara holds that, as there are different teachings, the objects 
taught are also different. 

R. argues that the repetition of question and answer serves the 
purpose of showing that the same Brahman is the cause of breathing, 
etc. (B.U. III. 4. 1 ), and is beyond all hunger, thirst and so on 
(B.U. III. 5. 1 ). 

Nimbarka agrees with this view and holds that in C.U. VI. we have 
the same kind of repetition to demonstrate the attributes of Brahman. 

III. 3. 36. anyathd bheddnupapattir iti cen nopadesdntaravat 

If it be said that otherwise the separation (of the teachings) cannot be 
accounted for; (we say) not so; (it is) like (the repetition in) another 
teaching . 

anyathd: otherwise; bhedanupapattih: the separation cannot be 
accounted for; iti cet: if it be said; na: not so; upadesdntaravat: like 
another teaching. 

The reference is to C.U. VI. where there is repetition intended to 
make the student understand the subject convincingly. 

0* 
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Section 23 (37) 

AITAREYA ARANYAKA IT. 2. 4. 6 CONSTITUTES TWO 
MEDITATIONS 

III. 3. 37. vyatiharo visimsanti hltaravat 

(There is) reciprocity (of meditations for the Scriptures) prescribe (this) 
as in other cases. 

vyatihdrah: reciprocity (of meditations); visimsanti: (the Scriptures) 
prescribe (or distinguish); hi: for; itaravat: as in other cases. 

The Aitareya Aranyaka text II. 2. 4. 6 reads: ‘What I am that he 
is; what he is that ajn I’ tad y o'ham so’sau, ydsau so'ham. The 
question is raised whether the meditation is to be of a reciprocal 
nature, i.e. identifying the worshipper with the being in the sun and 
inversely identifying the being in the sun with the worshipper or 
only in the first suggested way. The answer is given that he is to be 
meditated in both ways for Brahman who has no form can be 
worshipped even as possessing a form. 


Section 24 (38) 

B.U. V. 4. 1 and V. 5. 2 TREAT OF ONE TEACHING 
III. 3. 38. saiva hi satyadayah 

The same (satya-vidya is taught in both places) for (attributes like) 
satya and others (are found in both places). 

sa eva: the same (satya-vidya); hi: for; satyadayah: (attributes like) 
satya, etc. 

The two texts speak of one meditation and the results are the same. 

Some commentators think that the reference in the sutra is not to 
passages in B.U. V. 4 and V. 5 but to the C.U. (I. 6. 1,8; I. 7. 7). S. 
thinks that this is not so for there is nothing in the B.U. text to 
connect the meditation with sacrificial acts. The subject-matter is 
different, the teachings are separate and the details of the two should 
be held apart. 

According to R., sutras 35-38 constitute one section only and the 
subject-matter is the same as that of section 22 above. 

Baladeva reads sd, the Pard-takti of the Lord alone is truth and the 
rest. In other words the attributes of the Lord like truth, omniscience, 
etc., are modifications of the Pard-sakti of the Lord. They are real 
and constitute the essential nature, svarfipa, of the Lord. They are not 
illusory. 
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Section 25 (39) 

C.U. VIII. 1 AND B.U. IV. 4. 22 ARE ONE TEACHING 

III. 3. 39. kdmddUaratra tatra cdyatanddibhyah 

( 1 Qualities like true) desire , etc. [mentioned in C.U. VIII. 1 A are to be 
inserted) in the other and here on account of the abode and so on. 
kdmddi: desire, etc.; itaratra: in the other; tatra: (those mentioned) 
in the other; ca: and; dyatanddibhyah: on account of the abode and 
so on. 

The sutra says that the two passages form one teaching, and the 
qualities mentioned in each passage are to be combined in the other 
for many points are common to both. There is the same abode, the 
same Lord who is the object of meditation and so on. There is, 
however, one difference. The C.U. passage treats of Brahman with 
qualities and the B.U. passage of Brahman without qualities. But 
then the determinate Brahman is one with the indeterminate. This 
sutra prescribes a combination of qualities for glorifying Brahman and 
not for the purpose of worship, gunavatas tu brahmana ekatvdd 
vibhuti pradarsandy diy am gunopasamhdras sutrito nopdsanayeti 
drastavyam. S. 

Srikantha mentions Malid-ndrdvana U. X. 7 in addition to the 
C.U. and B.U. texts. 

Baladeva takes the words sd eva from the preceding sutra and 
makes out that the Pard-sakti of the Lord creates all objects of 
desire elsewhere and here for he is all-pervading, dyatana . 


Section 26 (40-41) 

THE QUESTION ABOUT PRAnAGNTHOTRA 
III. 3. 40. ddardd alopah 

On account of respect shown there is non-omission. 

adar at: on account of respect shown; alopah: no omission. 

The sUtra gives the opponent’s view that prdndgnihoira, which 
enjoins the offering of food to the priests, should be observed even 
in the days of fasting. There should be no omission of it. See C.U. 
V. 19. 1; V. 24. 2, 4. 

R. takes sutras 39-41 as one section. This one and the next sutra 
discuss meditations on Brahman. To the objection that the qualities 
of control and truthful wishes cannot be regarded as real, pdram- 
drthika, as other passages describe Brahman as free from all 
qualities, this sHtra gives the answer which, according to R., is that 
these qualities are not to be omitted as they are stated with emphasis. 
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Srikantha takes it as a separate section. He argues that the 
attributes of physical form, etc., of Siva are true and eternal and not 
fictitious and impermanent. 

For Baladeva, this siitra raises the question that if Sri is identical 
with the Pard-sakli of the Lord, she must be identical with the Lord 
himself and so cannot be devoted to the Lord, who is her own self 
and gives the answer: 'On account of her great regard for the Lord 
there is non-cessation of her devotion to him/ Though one w r ith the 
Lord Sri cannot but love and be devoted to him who is her very 
existence even as a branch cannot but love the tree or the ray the 
moon. 

III. 3. 41. ufiasthitc'tas tad-vac andt 

When food is served, from that ( 1 the offering is to he made) for so the text 
declares. 

upasthite: when food is served; atah: from that; tat-vacandt: for so the 
text declares. 

Only on the days when the food is taken, the first portion is to be 
offered to the pranas and not on fasting days. 

R. holds that even those who are desirous of release may meditate 
on the Supreme as possessed of qualities. The possession of the 
qualities forms part of the experience of the released soul itself. 

For Srikantha, attainment of equality with Siva is Supreme 
release. 


Section 27 (42) 

MEDITATIONS CONNECTED WITH CERTAIN SACRIFICIAL 
ACTS ARE NOT PARTS OF THE LATTER 

III. 3. 42. tan-nirdhdrandniyamas tad-dysfeh prthag hy apratibandhah 
phalam 

(There is) non-restriction of the assertions concerning them (sacrificial 
acts) because this is seen (in Scripture); a separate result, viz. non- 
obstruction (of the success of the sacrifice ), (belongs to them), 
tat-nirdhdrana-aniyamah: (there is) non-restriction of the assertions 
concerning them; tat-dysleh: that is seen; pythak: separate; hi: for; 
apratibandhah: non-obstruction; phalam: result. 

Certain meditations are mentioned in connection with some 
sacrifices. The siitra says that these meditations are not a part of the 
sacrifices. C.U. I. 1. 10; I. 10. 9, make out that there is no insepara¬ 
bility between the two. Besides, meditations and sacrifices have 
separate results. The meditation does not interfere with the result of 
the sacrifice. The result of the sacrifice may be delayed owing to the 
interference of the karma of the sacrificer but the meditation 
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destroys the effects of that and the results are attained earlier. But 
the sacrifice does not depend on the meditation for its results. 
Meditation is not a part of the sacrifice and it is therefore optional. 

Nimbarka and Srinivasa use this sutra to show the superiority of 
meditation to work. 

Baladeva takes this as a separate section and raises an altogether 
different question, whether the Lord is to be meditated on as Krsna 
alone and holds there is no such restriction. While the meditation on 
Krsna is the direct (unobstructed) means to salvation, the worship of 
other deities is the indirect means. 


Section 28 (43) 

MEDITATION ON AIR AND LIFE ARE TO BE 
HELD APART 

III. 3. 43. praddnavad eva tad nktam 

Even as in the case of the offerings (Vdyu and Prana must be held 
apart). This has been stated (in the Pure a Mimdmsd Sutra), 
praddnavat: as in the case of the offerings; eva: even; tat: that; 
uktam: has been stated. 

In B.U. I. 5. 21, Prana is said to be the best among the organs of 
the body and Vdyu the best among the devas. In C.U. IV. 3. 1 and 3, 
Vdyu is said to be the absorber of the devas and Prana is said to be 
the general absorber of the organs of the body. Are they to be 
treated as separate or not? The sutra says they should be treated as 
separate. The texts represent Vdyu and Prana as different. Even as 
the offerings are given separately to Indra the ruler, the monarch and 
the sovereign according to his different functions though he is one 
God, so also the meditations on Vdyu and Prana are to be kept 
separate. 

R. takes up C.U. VIII. Iff. and points out that there is first a 
meditation on the Highest Self and then separately a meditation on 
the qualities. The opponent maintains that as the two can be 
comprised in one meditation, it is not necessary to repeat the 
meditations. The sutra holds that the meditation has to be repeated 
for there is a difference between the Supreme in its essential nature 
and as possessing the qualities. Here the analogy of offerings is cited. 

Baladeva treats this sutra as a separate section dealing with the 
grace of the spiritual preceptor. This is necessary for salvation in 
addition to the knowledge of the Vedas. 
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Section 29 (44-52) 

THE FIRES MENTIONED IN DATAPATH A BRAHMAN A 
ARE NOT PARTS OF THE SACRIFICIAL ACTS BUT 
SUBJECTS OF MEDITATION 

III. 3. 44. lihgabhuyastvdt taddhi baliyas tad api 

On account of the abundance of indicatory marks, [the fires of the mind, 
speech, etc., mentioned in the Agni-Rahasya section of the B.U. are not 
parts of the sacrificial action) for [this the indicatory mark ] is stronger 
(than the general subject-matter). That also (has been stated in the 
Purve Mlmdmsd Sutra\. 

lihga-bhuyastvdt: on account of the abundance of the indicatory 
marks; tat: it (indicatory mark); hi: for; bally ah: is stronger; tat: 
that; api: also. 

In the Agni-rahasya of the Satapatha Brdhmana (X. 5. 3. 3, 12) 
certain tires named after mind, speech, etc., are mentioned. The 
question is raised whether they are parts of the sacrifice or are 
independent meditations. The siitra adopts the latter view for the 
indicatorymarks that they are subjects of meditation and are stronger 
than the context or general subject-matter. See Purva Mlmdmsd 
Sutra III. 3. 14, which states: ‘If there be combination of direct 
association, indicatory mark, syntactical connection, general subject 
matter [context], place and name, then each succeeding one is 
weaker [than each preceding one] on account of its remoteness from 
the meaning/ 

R. takes this siitra as ail independent section dealing with the 
question whether the dahara-vidyd of Mahd-ndrayana U. (XI) is the 
same as that which is mentioned in the previous section of the U. (X), 
and answers that the same object is meditated on in all brahma - 
vidyds on account of the many specific indications that Ndrdyana is 
the object to be meditated on in all brahma-vidyds . 

Srikantha deals with the matter in the same way as R.; only for 
Ndrdyana he substitutes Rudra accompanied by Uma (see 
Mahd-nardyana U. XIII). 

Nimbarka and Srinivasa follow S. 

Baladeva takes this as a separate section dealing with the grace of 
the spiritual teacher. 


III. 3. 45. piirva-vikalpah prakarandt syat kriyamanasavat 

(The fire spoken of) is a particular form of the preceding one on account 
of the subject-matter; it is a part of the sacrifice as in the case of the 
mdnasa cup . 

piirva-vikalpah: a particular form of the preceding one; prakarandt: 
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on account of the subject-matter; sydt: should be; kriyd: part of the 
sacrifice; mdnasavat: as in the case of the mdnasa cup. 

The opponent points out that in the offering to Prajd-pati where 
the earth is regarded as the cup and the sea as the soma {Tandya 
Brdhmana IV. 9; Taittirlya Sarhhitd VII. 3. 1) though it is a mental 
act only, it is treated as a part of the sacrifice, so also these fires, 
though mental, are parts of the sacrifice and not independent 
meditations on account of the subject-matter. They are alternative 
forms of the first-mentioned fire, vikalpa-visesa or, as Anandagiri 
puts it, prakdra-bheda. 

R. and Nimbarka adopt the same interpretation. 

Baladeva begins a new section here with two sutras dealing with 
the meditation on the Self as identical with the Supreme. 


III. 3. 46. atidesdc ca 

And on account of the extension {of the attributes of the first to these 
fires). 

atide&dt: on account of the extension; ca: and. 

The opponent gives another reason in support of this view. As the 
text attributes the qualities of the actual fire to the others, they are a 
part of the sacrifice. See Satapatha Brdhmana X. 3. 3. 11. 

Baladeva interprets the sutra : 'Also on account of analogies/ 

In the Gopdla-uttara-tdpanl U. the Lord is compared to a loving 
father and the devotee to his son. This shows that the individual soul 
is not identical with the Lord. So meditations like T am he’ are only 
modes of devotion and do not indicate any identity between the two. 

III. 3. 47. vidyaiva tu nirdhdrandt 

But {the fires ) arc indeed a meditation , on account of the assertion, 
vidyd: meditation; eva: indeed; tu: but; nirdhdrandt: on account of 
the assertion (of the text). 

'But' refutes the opponent’s position. The fires constitute a 
meditation, for the text says: ‘they are made of knowledge only.' ‘By 
knowledge and meditation they are made for him who thus knows.’ 
Satapatha Brdhmana X. 5. 3. 12. 

R. and Nimbarka take this and the next sutra as one. 

Baladeva begins a new section here with three sutras showing that 
devotion based on knowledge alone is the means to salvation. 

III. 3. 48. darsanac ca 

And because {indicatory marks of that) are seen {in the text), 
dariandt: because (indicatory marks are) seen; ca: and. 

The indicatory marks are those mentioned in sutra 44. 

R. makes out that there is seen in the text a performance con¬ 
sisting of thought only to which the fires stand in a subsidiary 
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relation. From this it follows that the entire performance is an act of 
meditation. (See Satapatha Brdhmana X. 5. 3. 3.) 

While S., Bhaskara and Baladeva take this as a separate siltra, R. 
and Nimbarka take this siltra along with the previous one. 

Baladeva makes out that the direct vision of the Lord is attainable 
through vidyd alone. 

III. 3. 49. srutyddi-baliyastvdc ca na bddhah 

(And the view that the fires constitute an independent meditation) 
cannot be refuted, owing to the greater force of the sruti. 
srutyddi-balJyastvdt: because of the greater force of sruti, etc.; ca: 
and; na bddhah: cannot be refuted. 

The Purva Mimdmsd tells us that scriptural statement (sruti), 
indicatory mark (lihga) and syntactical connection (vdkya) are of 
greater force than subject-matter (prakarana) and these three means 
of proof confirm the view that the fires are independent meditations. 
The text is 'they are piled up by the mind alone’ (Satapatha 
Brdhmana X. 5. 3. 12); the indicatory mark is found in the passage: 
‘All beings at all times pile up [those fires] for him w r ho knows thus, 
even while he sleeps.' (Ibid.) The syntactical connection also is 
found in the text: ‘For through knowledge alone these are piled up 
for one who know r s thus.’ (Ibid.) 

Baladeva considers the objection that karma or karma and vidyd 
are the means to salvation and holds that vidyd alone is the cause of 
salvation as the scriptural texts quoted in support of this view are of 
greater authority than the smrti texts quoted in support of the 
objection. 

III. 3. 50. anubandhddibhyah prajhdntara-prthaktva-vad dystas ca tad 
uktam 

From the connection and so on, (the fires constitute a separate 
meditation), even as other cognitions are separate. And (it is) seen (that 
in spite of the subject-matter a sacrifice is treated as independent). This 
has been stated (in the Purva Mimdmsd Sutra), 
anubandhddibhyah: from the connection and so on; prajhdntara 
prthaktva-vat: even as other cognitions are separate; dystah: (it is) 
seen; ca: and; tat: this; uktam: has been stated. 

The fires form a separate meditation even as Sdndilya-vidyd, 
Dahara-vidyd, etc., form separate meditations, though mentioned 
along with sacrificial acts. It is also seen in the sacrificial portion of 
the Vedas; the sacrifice Avesti, though mentioned along with the 
Rdjasiiya sacrifice, is treated as an independent sacrifice by Jaimini 
in the Purva Mimdmsd Siltra III. 5. 21; see also X. 4. 22. 

Baladeva breaks this satra into two parts: anubandhddibhyah and 
prajhdntara, etc. The first is taken by him as a separate section 
dealing with the worship of holy men: ‘On account of injunction and 
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so on/ Scripture expressly enjoins the worship of great and good men. 
This worship serves as an auxiliary and indirect means to salvation. 

With the next part of the sutra, Baladeva begins a new section 
concerned with showing that the devotees realise and intuit the Lord 
differently. He reads drstis ca for drstas ca. ‘And like the difference 
between prajhd and other types of knowledge, the perception [of the 
Lord too differs in the case of different devotees], that has been said/ 
In 13.U. IV. 4. 21, two types of knowledge, vijndna and prajnd , 
are mentioned. The first is intellectual knowledge, the second 
is intuitional knowledge or direct realisation. There are different 
types of intuitional knowledge also. Different devotees following 
different paths have different intuitions or visions of the Lord. 
See C.U. III. 14. 1. 

III. 3. 51. na sdmdnydd apy upalabdher mrtyuvan na hi lokdpattih 

Not in spite of similarity (can the fires constitute parts of an action), for 
it is seen (on the ground of scriptural texts that they are independent); as 
in the case of death; for the world does not become (fire because it 
resembles a fire in some points). 

na: not; sdmdnydt: on account of similarity; api: in spite of; 
upalahdlieh: for it is seen; mrtyuvat: as in the case of death; na hi 
lokdpattih: for the world does not become (fire because of certain 
resemblances). 

One thing may resemble another in certain respects; yet the two 
things are different. Death applies to fire and the being in the sun. 
Satapatha Brdhmana X. 5. 2. 3; 13.U. III. 2. 10. Fire and the being in 
the sun are not one. Again, C.U. V. 4. 1 says: ‘That world is a fire; the 
sun itself is its fuel.’ From this it does not follow that the fuel and the 
world actually become lire. 

R, and Srlkantha hold that the transference of the property of one 
thing to another does not indicate an identity between them. 

Baladeva interprets the sutra differently. The objection is raised 
that if the vision of the Lord be the cause of salvation, then everyone 
who sees an incarnation of the Lord like Rama must become freed 
immediately. Baladeva answers: ‘Even on account of the common 
perception [of the Lord as an incarnation, there is no universal 
release] like death [which is] not [the cause of] salvation but the 
attainment of [other worlds].’ Death does not lead to release but 
often to other worlds like heaven and the rest. Similarly, all visions 
of the Lord are not the cause of release. The vision of the Lord on 
earth as an incarnation leads only to heavenly regions. 

III. 3 . 52. parena ca sabdasya tddvidhyam bhuyastvdttvanubandJiah 

And from the subsequent (Brdhmana) the fact of the text being such 
(enjoining a separate meditation) (is known). The connection, however, 
(of the imaginary fires with the real one is) due to the abundance (of the 
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attributes of the latter which are imaginatively connected with the 
meditation ). 

parena: from the subsequent (Brdhmana); ca: and; sabdasya: of the 
text; iddvidhyam: the fact of being such; bhuyastvdt: on account of 
the abundance; tu: but; anubandhah: connection. 

In a subsequent Brdhmana , it is said: ‘By knowledge they ascend 
there where all wishes are attained. Those skilled in works do not go 
there.’ Satapatha Brdhmana X. 5. 2. 23. Here knowledge is praised as 
superior to work. From this we find that the fires form a meditation. 
The connection of the fires with the actual fire is not because they 
form part of the sacrifice but because many of the attributes of the 
real fire are imaginatively connected with the fire of meditation. 

Baladeva takes this sutra as a separate section dealing with the 
grace of the Lord. The objection is raised that the view that the 
direct vision of the Lord alone attainable through devotion is the 
cause of salvation, is inconsistent with M.U. III. 2. 3 where the 
vision of the Lord is said to depend on the grace of the Lord. The 
answer is given: 'On account of what follows, the being of that kind 
of the word is established, [there is] the mention [of grace in the 
passage], on the other hand, on account of preponderance, [i.e. 
because the grace of the Lord is the most important factor in the 
attainment of salvation].’ The Mundaka text implies that devotion is 
the cause of the direct vision of the Lord and the latter the cause of 
emancipation for the grace of the Lord is not arbitrary but is 
determined by the devotion of men. 


Section 30 (53-54) 

THE SELF AS SEPARATE FROM THE BODY 
III. 3. 53. eka dtmanah sartre bhdvat 

Some (maintain the non-existence ) of a (separate) self on account of the 

existence (of the self) (only) where there is a body. 

eke: some (maintain the non-existence); dtmanah: of self (apart from 

the body); sartre: when there is a body; bhdvat: on account of 

existence. 

S. thinks that this sutra gives the Cdrvdka or materialist view. The 
human being is only the body, having consciousness for its quality. 
Consciousness is produced even as the intoxicating power is produced, 
when certain materials are put together even though none of them is 
by itself intoxicating. Consciousness (caitanya), though not observed 
in earth and the other external elements, either separately or in 
combination yet appears in them when transformed into the shape of 
a body. Consciousness is seen to exist only when there is a body. It is 
nowhere experienced apart from the body. For wherever something 
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exists if some other thing exists, and does not exist if that other thing 
does not exist, we determine the former to be a mere quality of the 
latter. Light and heat, for example, are qualities of fire, yaddhi 
yastnin sati bhavaty asati ca na bhavati tat tad-dharmatve nadhyavasi- 
yate; yathdgnidharmav ausnya-prakasau , So the qualities of the self 
are qualities of the body only. Bhaskara adopts S.'s interpretation. 

R. does not deal with the question of the materialist view of self but 
raises the question of the self of the meditating devotee. His purva - 
paksa is stated thus: ‘Some [maintain that the soul of the devotee has 
in meditation only those attributes which belong to it in the embodied 
state such as jhdtrtva and the like] because the self is in the body [at 
the time of meditation].’ R. quotes here C.U. X. 8. 1. 

Nimbarka states the objection that the individual soul is to be 
meditated on in its state of bondage for only such a soul exists in the 
body. 

Baladeva makes this sutra into a separate section dealing with the 
worship of the Lord in the different parts of the body, the stomach, 
the heart, the top of the head and so on. For he exists in these places 
also and grants salvation to the devotee. 


III. 3. 54. vyatirckas tad-bhdvabhdvitvan na tupalabdhivat 

There is separation (of the self from the body) because its existence does 
not depend on the existence of that {viz. the body); but there is not 
[non-separation); as in the case of cognitive consciousness, 
vyatirekah: separation; tadbhdva-abhdvitvdt: for (consciousness) does 
not exist even where there is (the body); na: not so; tu: but; 
upalabdhivat: as in the case of cognitive consciousness. 

The answer is given to the objection raised in the previous sutra by 
pointing out that consciousness does not exist in a body after a 
person dies. So it is a quality of something different from the body 
though residing in it. The Cdrvdkas admit that the cogniser is 
different from the thing cognised. We cognise the body and the 
cogniser is different from the body. The cogniser is the self and 
consciousness is a quality of this self. If consciousness were a quality 
of the elements, it could not cognise the body. It is contradictory 
that anything should act on itself. Fire is hot but it does not burn 
itself. That consciousness is permanent follows from the uniformity 
of its character. Though connected with different states, it recognises 
itself as a conscious agent. This recognition is expressed in judgments 
such as T saw this’. It is also inferred from the fact of remembrance. 
Again, cognitive consciousness arises when there are certain auxilia¬ 
ries such as the lamp and the like and does not arise when they 
are absent. From this it does not follow that cognitive consciousness 
is an attribute of the lamp and the like. So also the fact that con¬ 
sciousness takes place when there is a body and does not take place 
where there is none, does not imply that it is a quality of the body. 
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Like lamps and so on the body may be used by the self as a mere 
auxiliary. Besides, body is not a necessary auxiliary of consciousness. 
In dreams, we have perceptions while the body is inactive. It is 
obvious that the self is something separate from the body. 

Bhaskara adopts a similar interpretation. Consciousness does not 
always exist when the body does and so it is not a quality of the body. 

R. argues that as the realisation of Brahman means the realisation 
of Brahman in his real form, so self-realisation means the realisation 
of the self in its true realised state. His reading of the siltra is: ‘But 
this is not so but different; since it is of the being of that; as in the 
case of intuition.’ When we meditate on the self, we meditate on the 
self as released. Nimbarka follows this interpretation. 

Baladeva starts a new topic here, viz. different kinds of realisations 
in accordance with different kinds of devotions. The devotees who 
meditate on the Lord as the sweet realise him as the sweet in the 
condition of release. He who meditates on him as the majestic 
realises him as such. 


Section 31 (55-56) 

MEDITATION CONNECTED WITH SACRIFICIAL ACTS SUCH 
AS THE UDGlTHA ARE VALID FOR ALL SAKHAS 

III. 3. 55. ahgdvabaddhds tu na sdkhdsu hi prativedam 

But the (,meditations) connected with members {of sacrificial ads are) 
not {restricted) to {particular) sdkhds only of each Veda because {the 
same meditation is described in all). 

ahgdvabaddhdh: (meditations) connected with members (of sacrificial 
acts); tu: but; na: not; sdkhdsu: to (particular) sdkhds; hi: because; 
prativedam: in each Veda. 

The doubt arises because the udgitha, etc., are chanted differently 
in different sdkhds; they may be considered different. The sutra says 
that the meditations are one in all the branches. 

Baladeva uses this sutra to point out that the Lord is realised 
differently by different devotees in accordance with the kind of 
devotion with which they worship him. 

III. 3. 56. manirddivad vavirodhah 

Or else , as in the case of mantras and the like , there is no contradiction . 
mantrddivat: as in the case of mantras and the like; vd: or else; 
avirodhah: there is no contradiction. 

Even in the case of mantras , acts and qualities of acts which are 
enjoined in one sdkhd are taken over by other sdkhds also. 

Baladeva concludes the section about different modes of worship 
by giving another illustration. ‘Or as in the case of sacred formulae 
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and the rest, there is no contradiction', i.e. just as some formulae are 
employed in many ceremonies, some in two, some in one only, so men 
worship the Lord in several ways or some only in one. 

While bhakti or devotion to the Lord is indicated as an essential 
means for the attainment of freedom, for the common man surrender 
or prapatti is easy. Appaya Diksita in his Naya-mayukha-mdlikd 
which summarises the ideas of R.B. says: bhakti-rupdndm daharddi- 
vidydndm nydsa-vidydyds ca iabddntarendipi bhedostiti darsayitum 
ay am purva-pakso darsitah. 

This purva-paksa is indicated in order to show that there is 
difference among the vidyds, dahara, etc., resulting from bhakti on 
the one hand and nvdsa-vidvd or surrender on the other. 


Section 32 (57) 

THE VAISVANARA MEDITATION IS ONE WHOLE 

III. 3. 57. bhumnah kratnvaj jydyaslvam tatlid hi darsayati 

Importance (is given to the meditation) on the entire form (of Vaisvdnara) 

as in the case of sacrifice; for so (Scripture) shores. 

bhumnah: on the entire form; kratuvat: as in the case of sacrifice; 

jydyastvam: importance; tatlid: so; hi: for; darsayati: (the sruti) 

shows. 

In C.U. V. 12-17, we have references to the meditation on the 
different parts of the Cosmic Self and also on the whole. V. 18. The 
question is whether the meditation is on the whole or on parts. The 
answer is given that it refers to the whole. It discourages meditation 
on parts as in the passage ‘Your head would have fallen off, if you 
had not come to me’. C.U. V. 12. 2. The object of meditation is the 
entire Self. 

Baladeva takes this as a separate section dealing with the mani¬ 
foldness of the Lord. 


Section 33 (58) 

MEDITATIONS WHICH REFER TO ONE SUBJECT BUT ARE 
DISTINGUISHED BY DIFFERENT QUALITIES ARE TO BE 
KEPT SEPARATE 

III. 3. 58. ndnd sabdddi-bheddt 

(The meditations are) different on account of the difference of words and 
the like. 

ndnd: different; sabdddi-bheddt: on account of difference of words 
and the like. 
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The different meditations, Dahara-vidya, Sdndilya-vidyd, etc., are 
to be kept separate. For they use different words. This is difference 
of acts according to Purva Mtmamsd Sutra II. 2. Iff. Though the 
Lord is the only object of meditation, each passage teaches different 
qualities of the Lord. 

And the like, for R., means repetition: abhydsa; number: samkhyd; 
quality: guna; subject-matter: prakriyd ; and name: ndmadheya. 

Baladeva makes out that the meditations are different on account 
of difference of words and so on. Meditation on Krsna is different 
from meditation on Nrsiriiha. Their forms arc different and the texts 
are also different. 


Section 34 (59) 

AMONG MEDITATIONS RELATING TO BRAHMAN ANY 
ONE COULD BE SELECTED ACCORDING TO ONE'S CHOICE 

III. 3. 59. vikalfo'visista-phalatvdt 

There is option [with respect to the several meditations ), because the 
fruit (of all meditations) is the same. 

vikalpah: option; avisisfa-phalatvdt: on account of having the same 
fruit. 

All forms of meditation have the same result. One has to select one 
form of meditation and remain intent on it, until, through the 
intuition of the object meditated on, the fruit of the meditation is 
obtained. To practise more than one meditation at a time will cause 
distraction of mind and retard one’s progress. 

R. makes out that the object of meditation in all the vidyds is the 
determinate Brahman and the vision of him is the fruit of all 
meditations. R. on I. 1. 1. 

Baladeva shows that meditation on different forms of the Lord 
such as Krsna, Rama, etc., are optional since any one of them leads to 
release. So the devotee should take one form and adhere to it. 

The fruits of all meditations are the same. 


Section 35 (60) 

MEDITATIONS FOR SPECIAL DESIRES MAY OR MAY NOT 
BE COMBINED ACCORDING TO ONE'S CHOICE 

III. 3. 60. kdmyas tu yathd-kdmam samucctyeran na vd purva-hetv- 
abhdvat 

But (meditations) connected with desires , may , according to ones 
choice, be combined or not, on account of the absence of the former reason. 
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kdmydh: (meditations) for desires; tu: but; yatha-kdmam: according 
to one’s desire (choice); samucclyeran: one may combine; na vd: or 
not; purva-hetn-abhavat: on account of the absence of the former 
reason. 

As for the meditations which are practised not for the realisation 
of Brahman but for obtaining particular desires, one can take one or 
more of these meditations according to one’s pleasure. 


Section 3G (61-66) 

MEDITATIONS CONNECTED WITH MEMBERS OF 
SACRIFICIAL ACTS MAY OR MAY NOT BE COMBINED 
ACCORDING TO ONE’S CHOICE 

III. 3. 61. angesu yathdsraya-bhdvah 

With regard to meditations connected with members [of sacrificial acts), 
it is as with their abodes. 

angesu: with regard to meditations connected with members (of 
sacrificial acts); yathd-dsraya-bhdvah: it is as with their abodes. 

Four sutras 61-64 state the objection. The same rule applies to the 
members and to the meditations connected with them, viz. that they 
may be combined. A meditation is subject to what it refers. 

Baladeva begins a section here, which continues to the end of the 
chapter dealing with the topic of the meditation on the various 
limbs of the Lord, the benevolent eyes, the smiling face, etc. 

III. 3. 62. sisfes ca 

And on account of the teaching. 

sisteh: from the teaching (of the sruti ); ca: and. 

The Vedas do not make any distinction between the members of 
the sacrificial acts and the meditations relating to them. C.U. I. 1. 1. 

Baladeva reads sistais ca : Such a meditation is performed by those 
who are taught. 

III. 3. 63. samdhdrat 
On account of combination. 

C.U. 1.1.5 says from the seat of the holy he rectifies all defective 
singing of the udgdty. The meditation on the pranava , autn, belonging 
to the Rg Veda is connected with the meditation on the udgitha of the 
Sdma Veda. All meditations on members of the sacrificial acts, in 
whatever Veda they may be mentioned, have to be combined. 

Baladeva considers the objection that C.U. I. 6. 7 mentions only 
the lotus-like eyes of the Lord but not his limbs. This sUtra 
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points out that there is no discrepancy on account of comprehen¬ 
siveness. The word 'na is to be put in at the beginning. 

III. 3. 64. guna-sadharanya-srutes ca 

And from the sruti declaring the quality [of the meditation) to be 
common {to all the Vedas). 

guna-sddhdranya-srutch: from the sruti declaring the quality (aum) as 
being common (to all the Vedas); ca: and. 

C.U. I. 1. 9 is considered here. The syllable aum is common to all 
the Vedas and the meditations in them. As the abode of all 
meditations is common, so are the meditations which abide in it. 

Baladeva reads that every limb of the Lord must be meditated on 
as possessed of the powers or attributes of the rest, on account of a 
scriptural text of the commonness of attributes. B.G. XIII. 14 shows 
that every limb of the Lord can discharge the function of every other 
limb. So ever} 7 member must be so meditated on. This is the purva- 
paksa . 

III. 3. 65. na vd tat-sailahhdi' dsrntch 

[The meditations on members of the sacrificial acts are) rather not [to be 
combined) since the sruti does not say that they go together, 
na vd: rather not; tat-sahabhdva-asruleh: their going together not 
being stated in the sruti. 

The correct conclusion is set forth in this and the next sulra. The 
meditations are not inseparable from the sacrifice. They may or may 
not be practised. See III. 3. 42. The meditations may be performed 
according to one’s liking. 

Baladeva refutes the prima facie view. 'Or not [i.e. every limb of 
the Lord is to be meditated on as possessed of its peculiar attributes 
only] because there is no scriptural text [to the effect that it is to be 
meditated on] as accompanied by [the attributes of the other limbs].’ 

III. 3. 66. darsandc ca 

And because {Scripture) shows it. 

darsandt: and because (the sruti) shows it; ca: and. 

C.U. IV. 17. 10 distinguishes Brahman priests from the rest. It 
means that all the priests do not know all of them. The meditations 
therefore may or may not be combined according to one’s taste. 

Baladeva makes out that every member of the body of the Lord is 
to be meditated on as endowed with its own attributes, the eyes with 
sight and the ears with hearing and so on. 



Section 1 (1-17) 

KNOWLEDGE OF BRAHMAN IS INDEPENDENT AND NOT 
SUBORDINATE TO ACTION 

III. 4. 1 . purusdrtho’tah sabddd iti badaravanah 

From this (the knowledge of Brahman results) the purpose of man on 
account of scriptural statement , thus (savs) Badarayana. 
pnrusdrthah: the purpose of man; atah: from this; sabddt: from the 
Scriptures; iti: thus; badaravanah: Badarayana. 

Badarayana, basing himself on the texts C.U. VII. 1. 3; M.U. 
III. 2. 9; T.U. II. 1, argues that the knowledge of Brahman leads 
to liberation and is not a part of sacrificial acts. 

R. asks whether the advantage to the meditating devotee accrues 
from the meditation directly or from works of which the meditations 
are members and says that Badarayana holds the former view. 

Baladeva means by purusdrtha not only salvation but all the four 
ends of men, righteousness, wealth, enjoyment and salvation. The 
prima facie view is that meditation brings about salvation only. The 
answer is that all the four ends and not merely salvation arise from 
meditation. 


III. 4. 2. sesatvdt purusdrthavddo yathanyesv iti jaiminih 

On account of (the self) being in a supplementary relation (to action) (the 
statements as to the fruits of the knowledge of the Self) are mere praise 
of the agent even as in other cases, thus says Jaimvni. 
sesatvdt: on account of being in a supplementary relation (to action); 
purusa-arthavddah: arc praise of the agent; yatha: even as; anyesu: 
in other cases; iti: thus; jaiminih: Jaimini (says). 

The knowledge of the self has no independent fruit of its own for it 
stands in a subordinate relation to sacrificial action. The self as the 
agent in all action stands in a subordinate relation to action. By 
knowing that the self will outlive the body, the agent becomes 
qualified for action, the fruit of which will appear only after death. 
As the knowledge of the self has no independent position, it cannot 
have an independent fruit. The passages which state such fruits are 
to be taken as arthavddas or praise. If it is said that the Upanisads 
refer to the Self which stands outside the empirical existence and 
such a Self cannot be subordinate to activity, the opponent points 
out that the transmigrating self is clearly referred to in passages of 
B.U. II. 4. 5. 

For R., the siitra means that meditations are constituents of 
sacrificial actions and are of no advantage by themselves. 
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III. 4. 3. dear a darsandt 

Because we find (from the Scriptures ) (certain lines of) conduct. 
dear a: conduct; darsandt: because of finding. 

Sec B.IJ. III. 1.1; C.U. V. 11. 5. Both Janaka and A6vapati were 
knowors of the Self. If by knowledge of the Self they had attained 
liberation there was no need for them to perform sacrifices but the 
texts quoted show that they did perform sacrifices. This proves that 
liberation is obtained through sacrificial acts alone and not through 
the knowledge of the Self. If mere knowledge could effect the 
purpose of man, why should one perform works troublesome in many 
ways. ‘If a man would find honey in the arka tree, why should he go 
to the hill?' arke cen madhu vindeta kirn artham parvatam vrajet? 

Those who know Brahman , says R., apply themselves to works 
chiefly. This shows that knowledge or meditation has no independent 
value but serves to set forth the true nature of the active self and is 
subordinate to work. 


III. 4. 4. tac chruteh 

That , the Scriptures (declare). 

tat: that; irutch: the Scriptures (declare). 

C.U. I. 1. 10 says: What a man does with knowledge, faith and the 
Upanisad is more powerful. This text directly states that knowledge 
is subordinate to work, yad eva vidyayd karoti. Vidyd or knowledge is 
directly represented as a means of work. 

Nimbarka interprets tasya snitch and not tat sruteh. 


III. 4. 5. samanvanamhhandt 

On account of the taking hold together, 
samanvanambhandt: on account of taking hold together. 

B.U. IV. 4. 2 says: Then both his knowledge and his work take 
hold of him/ The two together manifest their fruits. Knowledge 
therefore is not independent. 


III. 4. 6. tadvato vidhdndt 

And because (the Scriptures) enjoin (work) for such. 

tadvatah: for such (as know the purport of the Veda); vidhdndt: 

because (the Scriptures) enjoin (work). 

The Scriptures enjoin work for those who have a knowledge of the 
Vedas , which includes the knowledge of the Self. So knowledge does 
not produce any result independently. See C.U. VIII. 15. 

R. says that according to this sutra , the knowledge of Brahman is 
enjoined with a view to works only; it has no independent result of 
its own. 
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III. 4. 7. niyamdc ca 

And on account of prescribed rules, 
niyamdt: on account of prescribed rules; ca: and. 

Ha U. I. 2 and Satapatha Brdhmana XII. 4. 1 . 1 indicate that 
knowledge stands in a subordinate relation to work. Sutras 2-7 state 
the prima facie view. 

III. 4. 8. adhikopadesdt tu bddardyanasyaivam tad-darsandt 

But on account of (ithe scriptural) teaching {that the Supreme Self is) 
additional (to the agent), Bddardyana s (view is) correct for that is seen 
(in the Scriptures). 

adhika-upadesdt: on account of the teaching that (the Supreme Self 
is) additional to; tu: but; bddardyanasya: Badarayana’s view; evam: 
such (correct); tat-darsandt: for that is seen. 

The Vedanta texts teach as the object of knowledge something 
different from the embodied self. They teach the Supreme free from 
all empirical attributes. Knowledge of the Supreme does not only not 
promote action but cuts all action short. See M.U. I. 1 . 9; T.U. II. 8 ; 
Kafka U. II. 6 . 2; B.U. III. 8 . 9; C.U. VI. 2. 3. There are passages 
which refer to the empirical self. There is, however, no contradiction, 
as the Self of the Higher Lord is the real nature of the embodied self. 
paramesvaram eva hi sarirasya pdramdrthikam svarupam upddhi- 
krtarii tu sariratvam. $. 

R. says that Badarayana holds that knowledge has an independent 
fruit of its own. Its object is the Highest Brahman with all its 
perfections and exalted qualities, which cannot possibly be attributed 
to the individual self whether in the state of release or bondage. The 
fruit of the knowledge is eternal life which consists in attaining to 
him, parama-purusa-prdpti-rupam amrtatvam. 

Baladeva interprets the sulra thus: But on account of the teaching 
(of vidyd or knowledge as) more than (karma or action). 

III. 4. 9. tulyarh tu darsanam 

But the declarations of Scripture support both views, 
tulyam: equal; tu: but; darsanam: declaration of sruti. 

There are passages which support that knowledge is incompatible 
with work: B.U. III. 5. 1 ; IV. 5. 15. 

III. 4. 10. asdrvatriki 

(The declaration of the Scripture referred to in sutra 4) is non - 
comprehensive. 

asdrvatriki: non-comprehensive. 

The text that knowledge enhances the fruit of the sacrifice does 
not refer to all knowledge but is connected only with the udgitha 
which is discussed in the section. 
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III. 4. 11. vibhagah satavat 

(There is) division (of knowledge and work) as in the case of the hundred 
(divided between two persons). 

vibhagah: division (of knowledge and work); satavat: as in the case of 
a hundred. 

Knowledge and work (B.IJ. IV. 4. 2) arc to be taken in a distrib¬ 
utive sense. Knowledge follows one and work another. There is no 
combination of the two. Besides, the text refers not to an emanci¬ 
pated soul but to one in samsdra. See B.U. IV. 4. 6. 


III. 4. 12. adhy ay ana-matravatah 

(The Scriptures enjoin work) on him who has merely read (the Veda), 
adhyayana-mdtravatah: only on him who has merely read (the Veda). 

Those who have read the Vedas and known about works are 
entitled to perform work. For those who have knowledge of the Self 
from the Upanisads, no work is prescribed. 

R. says that reading here means nothing more than the appre¬ 
hensions of the aggregate of syllables called Veda without any insight 
into their meaning. 

Nimbarka quotes C.U. V. III. 15. 1. Srinivasa makes a difference 
between reading the Vedas and understanding the Vedanta. 

III. 4. 13. navisesdt 

There being no special mention , (the rule does) not (apply to him who 
knows ). 

na: not; avisesat: on account of the absence of any specification or 
special mention. 

Sutra 7 quotes Isa U. 2. This, however, is a general statement and 
does not specially mention the knower or jhdni. So it is not binding 
on him. 

R. says that there is no special reason to hold that the text refers to 
works as independent means of a desirable result. It may be under¬ 
stood as referring to works subordinate to knowledge. As the knower 
of the Self has to practise meditation so long as he lives, he may also 
have to practise works that are helpful to meditation for the same 
period. 

III. 4. 14. stutaye numatir va 

Or the permission is for the purpose of glorification (of knowledge), 
stutaye: for the glorification (of knowledge); anumatih: permission; 
vd: or. 

The injunction to do work Isa U. 2. may be for the glorification of 
knowledge. A knower of the Self may work all his life but on account 
of his knowledge he will not be bound by his works, ydvaj jivam 
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karma kurvatyapi puruse vidusi na karmalepdya bhavati vidyd- 
sdmarthydt. 

R. says, owing to the power of knowledge, a man although 
constantly performing works is not stained by them, vidyd-mdhdtmydt 
sarvadd karma kurvann api na lipyate karmabhih. 

Srinivasa quotes B.G. XVIII. 56; IV. 14. 

III. 4. 15. kdma-kdrena caikc 

And some according to their choice (have refrained from all work), 
kdma-kdrena: according to their choice; ca: and; eke: some. 

There is no obligation for the knowers of the Self in regard to work. 
Some may choose to work in order to set an example to others while 
others may abstain from work. 

Baladeva begins a new section here and substitutes vd in place of 
ca. Such is the glory of knowledge that one who has attained know¬ 
ledge may act just as he likes or abstain from action and yet be free 
from consequences, good or bad. 

Knowledge of Brahman and work in the world are not inconsistent 
with each other. 

III. 4. 16. upamardam ca 

And (Scripture teaches) the destruction (of the qualification for works by 
knowledge). 

upamardam: destruction; ca: and. 

Knowledge destroys all ignorance with its distinctions of agent, 
act and result. See B.U. IV. 5. 15. Knowledge of the Self is 
antagonistic to all work and so cannot be subsidiary to work. 

R. mentions that there is a text which declares that the knowledge 
of Brahman destroys work which is the root of all existence. M.U. 

II. 2. 8. This also contradicts the view that knowledge is subordinate 
to works. 

Srinivasa quotes B.G. IV. 19 and IV. 3. 7. 

Baladeva holds that even prdrabdha-karmas may be destroyed by 
knowledge. 

III. 4. 17. urdhva-retah su ca sabdc hi 

And (knowledge belongs) to those who observe chastity , (i.e. to 
samnydsins) because (this fourth stage of life is mentioned) in the 
Scripture . 

urdhva-retah su: to those who observe chastity; ca: and; sabde: in the 
Scripture; hi: because. 

To these in the stage of samnydsa there is no work prescribed 
except discrimination. See C.U. II. 23. 1-2; B.U. IV. 4. 22. See also 
M.U. I. 2. 11 and C.U. V. 10. 1. Anyone can take to this life without 
being a householder, etc., which shows the independence of know¬ 
ledge. 
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Section 2 (18-20) 

IN THE STATE OF SAMSARA , ONLY KNOWLEDGE IS 

PRESCRIBED 

III. 4. 18. paramarsam jaiminir acodana capavadati hi 

Jaimini (thinks that the passages mentioned in the previous siltra 
contain) a reference (only to samnydsa) and not injunction , for (other 
texts) condemn (samnydsa). 

paramarsam: (mere) reference; jaiminih: Jaimini; acodana: (there is) 
no injunction; ca: and; apavadati: condemn; hi: because. 

In C.U. II. 23. 1, we do not find words expressive of injunction. 
In B.U. IV. 4. 22, there is mere statement of fact and no injunction. 
The text promises steadfastness in Brahman. There are other texts 
which forbid samnydsa: T.U. I. 11; Taittiriya Brdhmana VII. 13. 12. 

Baladeva means by this siltra: ‘[There is a favourable] reference 
[to works in Scripture], according to Jaimini: there is no injunction 
[with regard to the giving up of works] because [Scripture] condemns 
[such a giving up of works]/ 

III. 4. 19. anustheyam bddardyanah sdmya-snitch 

Bddardyana (thinks that samnydsa or monastic life) is to be accom¬ 
plished for the text (cited) applies equally (to all the four stages of life), 
anustheyam: is to be accomplished; bddardyanah: Badarayana; 
sdmya-sruteh: on account of the common scriptural text. 

The text cited speaks of sacrifices, etc., in the grhastha state, i.e. 
the householder’s life, penance in vanaprastha, celibacy in brahma- 
carya , and steadfastness in Brahman for the samnydsa stage. As the 
three former are enjoined elsewhere, the last should also be taken as 
enjoined. 

Baladeva holds that a knower of Brahman may perform the 
obligatory duties partially just as he likes, but is not required to 
perform them exhaustively like ordinary men. Scripture states that 
such a partial performance by the knower is equal to a full perfor¬ 
mance by ordinary men. 

III. 4. 20. vidhir va dhdranavat 

Or rather (there is) an injunction as in the case of the carrying (of the 
sacrificial fuel), 

vidhih: injunction; va: or rather; dhdranavat: as in the case of the 
carrying (of the sacrificial fuel). 

In the passage ‘Let him approach carrying the firewood below 
[the ladle holding the offering, for above he carries it for the gods]', 
(Apastamba Srauta Siltra IX. 11. 8-9), the last clause is interpreted 
as an injunction by Jaimini, though it is not in the form of an 
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injunction. On account of its newness (a-purvatd) it is an injunction. 
In accordance with this view, C.U. II. 23. 1 is an injunction and not 
a mere reference. There are other texts which directly enjoin 
samnydsa. Jdbdla U. 4. 

Again, the condition of being grounded in Brahman is exalted and 
is said to be enjoined. This state belongs only to the wandering 
mendicant. Those belonging to the three former stages of life obtain 
the world of the blessed, while the fourth, the wandering mendicant, 
enjoys immortality. Immortality does not accrue merely by belonging 
to a stage of life. It is the result of being grounded in Brahman , 
brahmasamstha, to the exclusion of all other activity. This state is 
impossible for those belonging to the three former stages for they 
suffer loss on account of the non-performance of works enjoined on 
them. The mendicant, on the other hand, who has discarded all 
works can suffer no loss on account of non-performance. The duties 
incumbent on him such as the restraint of the senses, etc., are not 
opposed to the state of being grounded in Brahman but are helpful 
to it. Many passages declare that for him who is grounded in 
Brahman, there are no works, M.U. III. 2. 6; B.G. V. 17. 


Section 3 (21-22) 

CERTAIN SCRIPTURAL STATEMENTS AS IN C.U. I. 1. 3 
ARE NOT GLORIFICATORY BUT ENJOIN MEDITATION 

III. 4. 21. stuti-mdtram updddndt iti ccn napurvatvdt 

If it be said that (i the texts such as the one about the udgltha are) mere 
glorification, on account of their reference (to parts of sacrifices) (we say 
that it is) not so on account of the newness (of what they teach), 
stuti-mdtram: mere glorification; updddndt: because of their 
reference (to parts of sacrificial acts); iti cet: if it be said; na: not so; 
apdrvatvdt: on account of newness. 

The opponent says that C.U. I. 1. 3; I. 6. 1 simply glorify the ladle 
and so on. The sutra refutes the view and argues that glorification to 
have a purpose must be in complementary relation to an injunction. 
The Chdndogya passage where udgltha is mentioned as the essence of 
essences is in the Upanisad and cannot be taken along with the 
injunctions about the udgltha in the ritual part. On account of 
newness it is an injunction and not mere glorification. 

Baladeva uses this sutra to indicate that the view that the knower 
is at liberty to act at will is not enjoined before but is enjoined in the 
above texts. 
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III. 4. 22. bhdva-sabdac ca 

And on account of texts expressive of injunction. 

bhdva-sabdat: on account of texts expressive of injunction; ca: and. 

In C.U. I. 1. 1 'Let one meditate on aunt of the udgitha . See also 
C.U. II. 2. 1; Aitareya Ar any aka II. 1.6. All these passages enjoin 
devout meditations. 


Section 4 (23 24) 

THE STORIES IN THE UPANISADS ARE NOT MEMBERS 
OF SACRIFICIAL ACTS BUT GLORIFY THE INJUNCTIONS 
WITH WHICH THEY ARE CONNECTED 

III. 4. 23. pdriplavdriha iti cen na visesitatvdt 

If it be said (that the stories in the Upanisads are) for the purpose of 
pdriplavas, (we say it is) not so, because (only certain stories) are 
specified (for the purpose). 

pariplavarthah: for the purpose of pdriplavas ; iti cct: if it be said; na: 
not so; visesatvat: on account of (certain stories) being specified. 

In the horse-sacrifice which lasts for a year, the sacrilicer and the 
members of his family are expected to hear at intervals the recital of 
certain stories which arc called pdriplavas. They form part of the 
ritualistic acts. The question is raised whether the stories of the 
Upanisads also serve the purpose of the ritualistic acts. The sutra 
denies that they serve his purpose for the stories meant for this 
purpose are specified. Upanisad stories are not mentioned in this 
category. 

Bhaskara takes this and the next sutra as one. 

III. 4. 24. tathd caikavdkyatopabandhdt 

This follows also from the connection (of the stories with the meditations) 
in one whole. 

tathd: this (follows); ca: and; eka-vakyald-upabandhat: being 
connected in one whole. 

The story form is used to attract attention. The stories not serving 
the purpose of pdriplavas are intended to introduce the meditations. 

Section 5 (25) 

THE SAMNYASINS NEED NOT OBSERVE RITUAL ACTS 
SINCE KNOWLEDGE SERVES THEIR PURPOSE 

III. 4. 25. ata eva edgnindhanady-anapeksd 

And for this very reason there is no need of the lighting of the fire and 
so on. 
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ata eva: for this very reason; ca: and; agni-indhanadi: lighting of the 
fire and so on; anapeksd: (there is) no need. 

Since the purpose is effected through knowledge, the lighting of the 
sacrificial fire, etc., are not necessary. 

While Nimbarka holds that knowledge is independent of works 
only in the case of those who practise brahmacarya , §. holds that it is 
so in all cases. 

Baladeva also thinks that knowledge is sufficient for salvation. 


Section 6 (26-27) 

WORKS PRESCRIBED BY SCRIPTURE ARE USEEUL 
SINCE THEY HELP THE RISE OF KNOWLEDGE 

III. 4. 26. sarvdpcksd ca yajnddi-srnter asvavat 

And there is need of all {works) on account of the scriptural statement of 
sacrifices and the like; as in the case of the horse, 
sarvdpeksd: need of all; ca: and; yajnddi-sruteh: on account of the 
scriptural statement of sacrifices, etc. (as means to knowledge); 
asvavat: as in the case of the horse. 

This sutra says that works are useful as a means to knowledge and 
even the Scriptures prescribe them. But they have no part in 
producing the result of knowledge which is liberation. Liberation 
comes only from knowledge and not from work. Work purifies the 
mind and the knowledge of the Self is manifested in a pure mind. So 
works are useful as an indirect means to knowledge. $. quotes: ‘Works 
are the cleansing away of uncleanliness but knowledge is the highest 
way. When the impurity has been removed by works, then know¬ 
ledge begins to act/ 

kasayapaktih karmdni jhdnark tu paramd gatih 
kasdye karmabhih pakve tato jhdnam pravartate. 

The illustration of the horse is given. The horse on account of its 
special character is not used for ploughing but is harnessed to 
chariots. So works are not required by knowledge for bringing about 
its results but only with a view to its own origination. 

Bhaskara points out that karma is not the cause of the origin of 
knowledge but has an essential part in bringing about salvation. He 
stresses the doctrine of the combination of knowledge and work. 
‘Just as a horse is fit for carrying a man, but not for drawing a 
plough, so knowledge combined with work is fit for leading to 
salvation and not mere knowledge/ 

R. makes out that, in the case of householders, knowledge has for 
its prerequisite all sacrifices and other works of permanent and 
occasional obligation. He quotes B.U. IV. 4. 22: ‘Him the Brdhmanas 

R 
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seek to know by the study of the Veda, by sacrifices, by gifts, by 
penance, by fasting/ By knowledge we understand in this connection 
a mental act different in character from the mere cognition of the 
sense of the texts and more specifically denoted by such terms as 
dhydna or updsand, meditation or worship, which is of the nature of 
remembrance (i.e. representative thought), but intuitive clearness is 
not inferior to the clearest presentative thought, pratyaksa; which, 
by constant daily practice, becomes ever more perfect and being 
duly continued up to death secures final release. 
jndnam ca vdkydrtha-jndndd arthdntara-bhutam dhydnopdsanddi- 
iabda-vacyam visada-tama-pratyaksatdpanna-smrli-rupam niratisaya- 
priyam ahar-ahar abhyasddheydtisayam d praydndd anuvartamdnam 
moksa-sddhanam iti .' 

R. and Srikantha interpret ‘as in the case of a horse’ differently. 
Just as a horse, though the real means of going, depends on some 
other assisting factors, such as the saddle, attendants, grooming and 
the like, so knowledge, though the real means to salvation, depends 
on the co-operation of works. 

III. 4. 27. sama-damady-upetah syat tathdpi tu tad-vidhes tad- 
angataya tesam avasydnusthcyatvdt 

But even if it be so (that there is no injunction to do work to attain 
knowledge in B.U. IV. 4. 22), one must possess calmness, self-control 
and the like since they are enjoined as helps to knowledge and (on that 
account) have necessarily to be accomplished. 

sama-damddi-upetah sydt: one must possess calmness, self-control 
and the like; taihd api: even if it be so; tu: but; tad-vidheh: since they 
are enjoined; tad-ahgatayd: as helps to it (knowledge); tesam avaiya 
anustheyatvdt: and therefore they have necessarily to be accom¬ 
plished. 

Even if B.U. IV. 4. 2. 2 does not enjoin work spccificially, B.U. 

IV. 4. 23: ‘He who knows it as such, having become calm, self- 
controlled, withdrawn, patient and collected sees the Self in his own 
self’ is injunctive in character. These qualities are enjoined and have 
to be accomplished. Self-control, etc., directly help the attainment of 
knowledge, while work helps it indirectly. 


Section 7 (28-31) 

RELAXATIONS OF RULES REGARDING FOOD ARE 
PERMITTED IN CASES OF EXTREME NEED 


III. 4. 28. sarvannanumatii ca prdndtyaye tad-darsanat 

(Only) in case of danger of life (there is) permission to take all types of 
food; because the Scripture shows that. 
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sarva-anna-anumatih: permission to take all types of food; prdnatyaye: 
in case of danger of life; tat-darsandt: because the Scripture shows 
that. 

The opponent argues from C.U. V. 2.1, ‘For one who knows this, 
there is nothing whatever that is not food’, that it is an injunction 
since it is not found anywhere else. This sutra refutes the view and 
holds that it is only a statement of fact. Forbidden food can be taken 
only when life is in danger as was done by the sage Cakrayana when 
his life was in danger. See C.U. I. 10 . 1-5. 

III. 4. 29. abadhdc ca 

And because of non-contradiction. 

abddhdt: on account of non-contradiction; ca: and. 

C.U. VII. 26. 2 : ‘When the food is pure, the mind is pure.’ 
Baladeva gives a different interpretation: ‘On account of non¬ 
obstruction.’ Although in ordinary cases the taking of improper food 
obstructs the full manifestation of knowledge, yet when a knower of 
Brahman does so by necessity, it docs not obstruct his knowledge. 

III. 4. 30. api ca smaryate 

Moreover the smftis say so. 

api ca: moreover; smaryate: the smrtis say so. 

The smytis say that both those who have knowledge and those who 
have not can take any food when life is in danger. They hold that it is 
normally sinful to take certain types of food. See Manu X. 10 . 4; 
B.G. V. 10 . 

III. 4. 31. sabdas cato’kdmakdre 

And hence also a scriptural passage as to non-acting according to one’s 
wish. 

iabdah: a scriptural passage; ca: and; atah: hence; a-kdmakdre: not 
acting according to one’s wish. 

There are scriptural passages prohibiting one from acting as one 
pleases. Freedom from all restraint cannot help us to attain know¬ 
ledge. Kathaka Samhtia (XII. 12) says: ‘Therefore a Brahmana 
should not take liquor.’ tasmdd brdhmanas surdrh na pibet. 
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Section 8 (32-35) 

THE DUTIES OF THE ASRAMAS ARE TO BE PERFORMED 
EVEN BY THOSE WHO DO NOT AIM AT KNOWLEDGE 

III. 4. 32. vihitatvdc cdsrama-karmdpi 

And the duties of the dsramas are (incumbent on him) also (who does 
not desire release); because they are enjoined (on him by the Scriptures), 
vihitatvdt: because they are enjoined; ca: and; dsrama-karma: duties 
of the stages of life; api: also. 

If works are a means to knowledge, the question is raised whether 
works should be performed by one who does not desire knowledge. 
The sutra answers that these duties of the stages of life are obligatory 
for all. 

Baladeva begins a new section here with two sutras. He says that 
even when the devotee has come to acquire knowledge, he should 
continue to perform his duties in order to increase his knowledge. 

III. 4. 33. sahakdritvena ca 

Also because of being helpful (as a means to knowledge), 
sahakdritvena: as a means (to knowledge); ca: and. 

Duties are helpful in producing knowledge, though not its fruit 
liberation, which is not attainable except through knowledge. 

R. says that works give rise to the desire for knowledge. 

Nimbarka and Srinivasa quote B.U. IV. 4. 22: 'Him the Brdhmanas 
seek to know by sacrifices.’ If it be said that the same works cannot 
serve the purpose of a stage of life and the goal of knowledge, the 
answer is given on the basis of the Purva Mtmdmsd Sutra (IV. 3. 5). 
'But with regard to one and the same thing being both, there is 
conjunction and separation.' 

III. 4. 34. sarvathdpi ta evobhayalihgdt 

In all cases the same duties (have to be performed) on account of the 
twofold indicatory mark, 

sarvathd api: in all cases; te eva: the same duties (have to be 
performed); ubhaya-lihgdt: on account of the twofold indicatory 
mark. 

The question is raised whether the works done as enjoined in the 
stages of life or those performed as aids to knowledge are of two 
different kinds. In either case the same duties are performed as is 
seen from the sruti and the smyti texts. See B.U. IV. 4. 22; B.G. VI. 1. 
The twofold indicatory mark is Sruti and smfti. 

Baladeva begins a new section here with two sutras. The parinistha 
devotee should first perform his duties of worship and then his 
ordinary duties. 
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III. 4. 35. anabhibhavam ca dariayati 

And Scripture declares that (those performing works) are not over- 
powered (by passion and the like), 

anabhibhavam: not being overpowered; ca: and; darsayati: the 
Scripture declares. 

Scripture shows that he who is furnished with self-control, etc., is 
not overpowered by such afflictions as passion and the like. See C.U. 
VIII. 5. 3. Sacrifices, etc., are works incumbent on the dsramas or 
stages of life and are helpful for knowledge. 

Nimbarka quotes Mahd-nardyana U. XXII. 1: 'By means of 
religious observance one removes one's sin.' 

Baladeva says that the parinistha devotee is not overpowered by 
the fault of the non-performance of the duties incumbent on his own 
stage of life. 


Section 9 (36-39) 

THOSE WHO STAND BETWEEN TWO STAGES OF LIFE 
ARE ALSO ENTITLED TO KNOWLEDGE 

III. 4. 36. antaracdpi tu tad-dr steh 

But also (persons standing) between (are qualified for knowledge) for 
that is seen (in Scripture), 

antard: (persons standing) in between (two dsramas ); ca: and; api tu: 
also; tad-drsteh: because that is seen. 

The question considered here is whether those who belong to no 
recognised stage of life (dsrarna) are fit for brahma- knowledge. The 
answer is in the affirmative though it is better to belong to one 
a&rama rather than none. 

A widower, for example, cannot do the duties of an dsrarna. The 
sutra says that such people are qualified for knowledge. Scriptures 
give examples of people like Raikva and Gargl, who had the 
knowledge of Brahman, C.U. IV. 1; B.U. III. 6 and 8. 

III. 4. 37. api ca smaryate 

Also this is stated in smrti, 

api ca: also; smaryate: stated in smrti, 

Samvarta and others paid no regard to the duties incumbent on 
the stages of life and yet attained the highest knowledge. 

R. says that men who do not belong to an a&rama or a stage of life 
grow in knowledge through prayer and the like. He quotes Manu 
II. 87: Through prayer also a Brdhmana may become perfect. 
Whether he performs other works or not, one who befriends all 
creatures is called a Brdhmana.* 

japyendpi ca samsidhyed brdhmano ndtra samsayah 
kuryad anyan na vd kurydn maitro brdhmana ucyate . 
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III. 4. 38. visesdnugrahas ca 

And special works favour {knowledge), 
visesa-anugrahah: favour due to special work; ca: and. 

Those who are not householders or are unable due to poverty, etc., 
to perform the duties of the stages of life can attain knowledge 
through special works like prayer, fasting, meditation, etc., which 
are not opposed to the condition of those who do not belong to any 
stage of life. 

R. quotes Prasna U. I. 10. He holds that acts which do not ex¬ 
clusively pertain to any dsrama conduce to knowledge, andisrama- 
niyatair dharma-visesaih vidydnugrahah. 

Srikantha interprets the sutra to mean that asrama-dharma, the 
duties prescribed for each stage of life, has a special efficacy in 
promoting knowledge. 

III. 4. 39. atastvitaraj jydyo lihgdc ca 

But better than this is the other [stage of belonging to an dsrama) on 
account of the indicatory marks. 

atah: than this; tu: but; itarat: the other; jyayah: better; lingdt: 
because of the indicatory marks; ca: and. 

Though it is possible for one who stands between two dsramas to 
attain knowledge, both the sruti and the smyti say that it is better to 
belong to some dsrama. See B.U. IV. 4. 22; IV. 4. 9. 

Baladcva concludes that one who does not belong to any stage of 
life is higher than one who belongs to a stage of life. 


Section 10 (40) 

THERE IS NO REVERSION TO FORMER STAGES OF ONE 
WHO HAS TAKEN TO SAMNYASA 

III. 4. 40. tad-bhutasya tu natad-bhdvo jaiminer api niyamatad- 
rupdbhavebhyah 

But of him who has become that {entered on a higher dirama) there is no 
becoming not that {i.e. reverting to a lower one), according to Jaimini 
also , on account of restrictions, on account of the absence of the forms 
of that. 

tad-bhutasya: of him who has become that; tu: but; na: no; atad- 
bhavah: becoming not that; jaimineh: of Jaimini (in this view); api: 
also; niyama: on account of restriction; atad-rUpa-abhavebhyah: on 
account of the absence of the forms of that. 

The question is whether one who has taken to samnyasa can go 
back to the previous stages of life. The sutra says that he cannot for 
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the texts do not speak of reversion. They speak only of ascent to the 
higher stages of life. There exist no cases of such reversion. 

Baladeva says that a nirapeksa devotee does not deviate from his 
vow and enter worldly life. 


Section 11 (41-42) 

EXPIATION FOR ONE WHO VIOLATES THE VIEW OF 

SAMNYASA 

III. 4. 41. na eddhikarikam api patandnumdndt, tad ayogat 

And not also {can the expiation take place) mentioned in the chapter 
treating of qualification , because a lapse is inferred {in his case from 
the smyti) and because of its inefficacy {in his case), 
na: not; ca: and; ddhikarikam: (expiation) mentioned in the chapter 
dealing with qualification; api: even; patandnumdndt: because a 
lapse is inferred; tad-ayogdt: because of its inefficacy. 

If a brahma-edrin for life breaks from inattention the vow of 
celibacy, is he to perform the expiatory sacrifice mentioned in the 
text Apastamba Dharma Sutra I. 9. 26. 8? The opponent says he is 
not. Purva Mtmdmsd Sutra VI. 8. 22 speaks of brahma-edrins in 
general and not of perpetual ones. Smyti declares that such sins 
cannot be expiated by him any more than a head cut off from the 
body can again be tacked on to the body. The upakurvdna or a 
brahma-edrin for a certain time only (and not for life) may purify 
himself by the ceremony mentioned. 

Nimbarka quotes the smyti passage: 'But the twice-born who, 
having reached the state of a perpetual religious student bound by 
chastity deviates therefrom—I do not see any expiation whereby he, 
the slayer of himself, may be purified/ {Agni Parana 165. 23a-24b.) 


III. 4. 42. upapurvam api tv eke bhdvam, asanavat, tad uktam 

But some {consider the lapse) a minor one {and claim) the existence {of 
expiation for naisthika brahma-edrins also) as in the case of eating 
{forbidden food by ordinary brahma-edrins ). This has been stated {in 
the Purva Mtmdmsd). 

upa-purvam: a minor lapse; api tu: but; eke: some; bhdvam: the 
existence; asanavat: as in the case of eating; tat: this; uktam: is 
stated (in Purva Mtmdmsd). 

Transgression of the vow of chastity is a minor sin. It is not listed 
among the deadly sins such as violating a teacher’s bed and so on. 
So the expiatory ceremony is claimed to be valid for both sets of 
brahma-edrins , the naisthika and the upakurvdna. The case is analo¬ 
gous to that of eating forbidden food. The brahma-edrins who eat 
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forbidden food may purify themselves by performing a ceremony . 
The principle guiding the decision is explained in Purva Mimdmsa 
Sutra I. 3. 8. 


Section 12 (43) 

SUCH TRANSGRESSIONS ARE TO BE KEPT OUTSIDE 

SOCIETY 

III. 4. 43. bahistubhayathdpi smrter dcdrdc ca 

But in both cases (they are to be kept) outside society , on account of 
smrti and custom. 

bahih: outside; tu: but; ubhayatha-api: in both cases; smrteh: from 
the smrti ; dear at: from custom; ca: and. 

Whether the lapses are to be regarded as major or minor, good 
people should avoid such transgressors, since smrti and approved 
custom both condemn them. 

Bhaslcara and Baladeva omit the word * api\ 


Section 13 (44-46) 

MEDITATIONS CONNECTED WITH MEMBERS OF 
SACRIFICIAL ACTS ARE TO BE PERFORMED BY THE 
PRIEST AND NOT THE SACRIFICER 

III. 4. 44. svdminah phala-sruteh ity atreyah 

T 0 the lord (of the sacrifice only the agentship in meditation belongs) 
because Scripture declares a fruit (for it); thus Atreya thinks, 
svdminah: to the lord (of the sacrifice); phala-iruteh: from the 
declaration of fruits in the §ruti\ iti: thus; atreyah: Atreya. 

The question is raised as to the agentship of the meditations con¬ 
nected with members of sacrificial acts. Is the sacrificer or the priest 
the agent? Atreya holds that the agentship belongs to the sacrificer 
since the sruti declares a special fruit for these meditations. 
Nimbarka quotes C.U. I. 1. 10. 

III. 4. 45. drtvijyam ity audulomi s tasmai hi parikriyate 

(They are) the work of the priest; this is the view of Audulomi since for 
that he is paid. 

drtvijyam: the work of the priest (rtvik ); iti: this; audulomih: (is the 
view of) Audulomi; tasmai: for that; hi: because; parikriyate: (he) is 
paid (engaged). 
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The meditations have to be observed by the priest, since he is paid 
for his acts. The fruits of his acts are purchased by the sacrificer. This 
is the view of the sage Audulomi. 

Srinivasa quotes two authorities. Purva Mlmdmsd Sutra (III. 
7. 18) says that the fruit mentioned in the Scripture (accrues) to the 
instigator. Satapatha Brahmana (I. 3. 1 . 26) reads: * Whatever 
blessings, for sooth, the priests pray for, all those accrue to the 
sacrificer.' 

Baladeva gives a different interpretation. Just as an officiating 
priest sells himself, as it were, to the sacrificer, so the Lord sells 
himself to the nirapeksa devotees. 

III. 4. 46. srutes ca 

And because the sruti so declares . 
sruteh: from the sruti ; ca: and. 

&. quotes Satapatha Brahmana I. 3. 1. 26; C.U. I. 7. 8, and holds 
that Audulomi is correct. 

R. and Nimbarka omit this sutra. 


Section 14 (47-49) 

B.U. III. 5. 1 ENJOINS SILENT MEDITATION BESIDES 
SCHOLARSHIP AND THE CHILDLIKE STATE 

III. 4. 47. sahakdryantara-vidhih paksena trtiyam tadvato vidhyadivat 

(Silent meditation is) the injunction of another auxiliary (to knowledge) 
which is a third one (besides the two expressly enjoined) as an alternative 
(where perfect knowledge has not arisen) to him who is such (i.e. the 
samnydsin possessing knowledge): as in the case of injunctions and the 
like. 

sahakdryantara-vidhih: injunction of another auxiliary (to 
knowledge); paksena: as an alternative; trtiyam: a third one; 
tadvatah: for one who possesses it (knowledge); vidhyadivat: as in the 
case of injunctions and the like. 

The question is raised in regard to B.U. III. 5. 1, whether silent 
meditation is enjoined or not. The opponent holds that it is not, 
since there is no word indicating an injunction. The text says that he 
becomes a muni , a silent meditator, whereas with regard to learning 
and the state of a child, it expressly enjoins one should remain 
endowed with them. Besides, learning includes silent meditation. The 
sUtra refutes this view and states that silent meditation is enjoined as 
a third requisite besides learning and the state of a child. Silent 
meditation is not merely learning but continuous devotion to know¬ 
ledge, jnandtisaya-rupam. It has therefore the value of an injunction. 

R* 
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Baladeva begins a new section here and continues the topic of 
nirapeksa devotees. These already possess sacrifice, calmness and 
control and so in their case meditation is enjoined. 

III. 4. 48. hytsna-bhdvdl tu gfhinopasamhdrah 

On account ( 1 of the householder's life ) being all , however , there is the 
conclusion {with the enumeration of the duties) of the householder . 
krlsna-bhdvdt: on account (of the householder's life) including all; 
tu: however; gyliinah: with the householder; upasamhdrah: the 
conclusion. 

In C.U. VIII. 15. 1 after enumerating the duties of the brahma - 
cdrin those of the householder are mentioned but there is no mention 
of samnydsa. This, the sutra says, is only to lay stress on the 
householder's life and its importance. The householder's life includes 
more or less the duties of all dsramas. 

R. says that B.U. III. 5. 1 mentions duties of all dsramas. 

III. 4. 49. maunavad itaresdm apy upadesdt 

On account of there being injunction of the others also, in the same way 
as of the state of a silent meditator. 

maunavat: even as the state of a muni (sanmydsin); itaresdm: of the 
others; api: even; upadesdt: on account of instruction (injunction). 

Even as the Scriptures enjoin the states of samnydsa and the 
householder's life, they enjoin all the four stages of life either in 
sequence or alternatively. 

Srikantha begins a new section of two sutras here dealing with the 
topic whether those who practise the vow of Pdsupaia and do not 
belong to any particular stage of life are entitled to salvation and 
answers that they are entitled to salvation. For the Pdsupata vow 
includes calmness, self-control and the rest. 


Section 15 (50) 

THE CHILDLIKE STATE IS INNOCENCE, FREE FROM 
ANGER, PASSION, ETC. 

III. 4. 50. anaviskurvann anvaydt 

{The childlike state means) not manifesting himself on account of the 
context. 

anaviskurvan: not manifesting himself; anvaydt: on account of the 
context. 

What is the childlike state? Is it a state of ignorance of right and 
wrong or of doing what one likes or is it one of freedom from guile 
and the sense of egoism. It is the latter for the former is detrimental 
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to knowledge. Only such a meaning is appropriate in the context. The 
state of a child is not wilful behaviour but freedom from pride and 
arrogance. 


Section 16 (51) 

KNOWLEDGE CAN ARISE IN THIS LIFE 

III. 4. 51. aihikam apy aprastuta-praiibandhe tad-darsanat 
In this life also {the fruition of knowledge may take place) if no 
obstruction is present; on account of this being seen in the Scripture, 
aihikam: in this life; api: also; aprastuta-praiibandhe: if there is no 
obstruction present; tat-darsandt of this being seen in Scripture. 

Knowledge arises in this life when its rise is not obstructed by 
some other works whose results are reaching maturity. When there is 
such an obstruction, then knowledge arises in the next life. See Katha 
U . I. 2. 7; B.G. VI. 43; VI. 45. 

Bhaskara reads aihikam aprasutam pratibandhena darsandt : (There 
is the rise of knowledge) in this life (if the works which obstruct it 
have) not sprung up, through (the presence of such an) obstruction 
(however there is the rise of knowledge in the next world) because 
(that) is seen. 

R. says that vidyd whose result is mere exaltation, abhyudaya , 
takes place in the present life, if there is not present an obstruction 
in the form of a serious karma , prabala-karmdntara , in which case 
knowledge arises later. Aihikam refers to worldly prosperity only as 
distinct from that which aims at final release. 

Srlkantha speaks of the time of the rise of salvation and not of 
knowledge. He reads: '[The result of meditation, viz. salvation, 
arises] in this life [i.e. as soon as the present body ceases] if 
obstruction be not present, on account of that being seen.’ If there be 
no contrary works, then a knower attains release as soon as he dies. 
If there be such works he has to be reborn and exhaust them before 
he can attain release. So even knowers like Vamadeva are seen to 
have rebirths. 

Baladeva follows R/s interpretation. 


Section 17 (52) 

LIBERATION IS OF ONE KIND IN ALL CASES 

III. 4. 52. evam mukti-phaldniyamas tad-avasthdvadhyteh tad-avast- 
havadhyteh 

(There is) no rule like this , with respect to liberation , the fruit (of 
knowledge) on account of the assertions as to that condition , on account 
of the assertions as to that condition . 
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evam: like this; nmkti-fihala-aniyamak: no rule with respect to 
liberation, the fruit; tat-avastha-avadhfteh: on account of the 
assertions about that condition. 

In the previous siitra, it is said that knowledge may result in this 
life or the next according to the absence or presence of obstructions 
and the intensity of the means adopted. The question is raised 
whether there is any rule with regard to liberation which is the fruit 
of knowledge, whether it can be delayed after knowledge arises. The 
siitra states that no such rule exists. The nature of final release is the 
same and there can be no variations of it. See B.U. II. 4. 6, III. 8. 8, 
III. 9. 26, IV. 4. 25, IV. 5. 15; C.U. VII. 24. 1; M.U. II. 2. 11. 
Differences are possible with regard to the worship of Saguna 
Brahman but not with regard to the knowledge of Nirgana-Brahman. 
There cannot be any delay with regard to the attainment of liberation 
after knowledge has arisen for the knowledge of Brahman is 
liberation. 

The repetition is to indicate that the chapter ends here. 

Bhaskara means by this siitra that though there is no fixed rule as 
to whether salvation is to arise in this life or in after-life yet there is 
no non-fixity in the nature of salvation for salvation is nothing but 
the nature of the Highest Lord. 

Srikantha holds that salvation means attaining similarity with the 
Lord. As the Lord is the same, salvation is the same though there 
may be gradations in the meditations. 



Section 1 (1-2) 

MEDITATION ON THE SELF IS TO BE REPEATED TILL 
KNOWLEDGE IS ATTAINED 

IV. 1.1. avyttir asakrd up ad es at 

Repetition (of hearing, reflection and meditation on the Self is necessary) 
on account of the instruction (which is given) more than once . 
dvyttih: repetition (is required); asakyt: more than once; upadesdt: on 
account of instruction (by the Scriptures). 

B.U. II. 4. 5, IV. 4. 21; C.U. VIII. 7. 1 require us to realise the 
Self through hearing, reflection and meditation. The question is 
whether this is to be done only once or repeatedly. The answer is 
given that it is to be repeated till the knowledge of Brahman arises. 
Where the text requires repeated instruction, repeated performance 
of the mental acts is directly intimated. 

IV. 1. 2. lihgdc ca 

And on account of the indicatory mark . 

lihgdt: on account of the indicatory mark; ca: and. 

Repetition is necessary for if it were not so, Scriptures would not 
teach the doctrine That thou art 1 repeatedly. With advanced souls a 
single hearing of the statement may produce knowledge but such 
souls are very rare. For ordinary people who are attached to the 
world, repeated meditation is necessary before the last traces of 
ignorance are removed. 

R. means by ‘inferential mark' smrti. Smyti also declares that the 
knowledge which effects release is of the nature of continued 
repetition. Meditation therefore has to be repeated. 

Nimbarka follows R. and quotes B.G. XII. 9. 


Section 2 (3) 

THE MEDITATOR SHOULD VIEW BRAHMAN AS 
CONSTITUTING HIS OWN SELF 

IV. 1. 3. dtmeti tupagacchanti grdhayanti ca 

But as the Self (scriptural texts) acknowledge and also make us 
comprehend (the Supreme ). 

dtmeti: as the Self; tu: but; upagacchanti: acknowledge; grdhayanti: 
make us comprehend; ca: also. 

The Lord is to be contemplated as the Self in the form ‘I am 
Brahman\ not as another being. See B.U. I. 4. 10; Ma.U. 2. The 
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Jdbalas hold ‘Thou indeed I am, O holy divinity , and I indeed thou 
art, O hoiy divinity \ 

tv am vd ahatn asmi bhagavo elevate , aham vai tvam asi bhagavo devate . 

R. declares that God is to be contemplated as the Self that controls 
the individual, which is as the body of God. 

Srinivasa says that since the Highest Self is the whole of which the 
individual soul is a part and since the former is the very soul of the 
latter, which can have no existence or activity independently of him 
even as the thousand-rayed sun, having independence, existence and 
activity in contrast to its own rays is their soul and the rays are 
non-different from it, so the Lord should be known to be non- 
different from the individual soul. 

Srikantha who generally adopts the sarira-sariri-bhdva , the 
relation of God to the soul on the analogy of the soul to the body, here 
gives it up and supports the view that the Lord is to be meditated on 
as identical with the Self. This is one of the grounds on which Appaya 
Diksita maintains that Srikantha was at heart a non-dualist. 


Section 3 (4) 

WHERE SYMBOLS ARE USED FOR CONTEMPLATION, 
THE MEDITATOR IS NOT TO CONSIDER THE SYMBOLS AS 
IDENTICAL WITH HIS SELF 

IV. 1.4. na pratike na hi sah 

(The meditator is) not (to see the Self) in the symbol , because he is not 
(that). 

na: not; pratike: in the symbol; na: is not; hi: because; sah: he. 

In a passage like C.U. III. 18. 1, 'Let one meditate on mind as 
Brahman , the mind is not to be identified with the Self. If the mind 
is cognised as identical with Brahman , then it ceases to be a symbol, 
even as a gold ornament loses its individual character when it is 
identified with gold. Again, if the meditator is conscious of his 
identity with Brahman , then he ceases to be the individual soul, the 
meditator. The act of meditation is possible only where distinctions 
exist and unity has not been reached. 


Section 4 (5) 

THE SYMBOL IS TO BE VIEWED AS ONE WITH BRAHMAN 
AND NOT BRAHMAN AS ONE WITH THE SYMBOL 

IV. 1. 5. brahma-dystir utkarsat 

(The symbol is) to be viewed as Brahman (and not in the opposite way) 
on account of exaltation (bestowed on symbols ). 
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bralwia-dystih: viewing as Brahman ; utkarsdt: on account of the 
exaltation. 

The symbols are to be regarded as Brahman and not vice versa. We 
can make progress only by looking upon an inferior object as symbolic 
of the superior and not vice versa. Since our objective is to get rid of 
the idea of diversity and see Brahman in everything, we have to 
meditate on the symbols as Brahman . 

R. does not take this as a separate section. It only states, for him, 
a reason for the conclusion reached in the previous sutra. 

Baladeva takes this sutra as a separate section dealing with a 
different topic. Even as the Lord is to be meditated on as the self of 
the devotee, he is to be meditated on as Brahman also, i.e. as 
possessed of great attributes and powers. Such a meditation is the 
highest of all. 


Section 5 (6) 

IN MEDITATIONS ON MEMBERS OF SACRIFICIAL ACTS 
THE IDEA OF THE DIVINITY IS TO BE IMPOSED ON THE 
MEMBERS AND NOT VICE VERSA 

IV. 1. 6. ddityddimatayas cdhga upapatteh 

And the ideas of the sun and so on (are to be imposed) on the subordinate 
members (of sacrificial acts) because (only in that way would the 
statement of the Scriptures) be consistent. 

ddityddi-matayah: the ideas of the sun and so on; ca: and; ange: in a 
subordinate member (of the sacrificial act); upapatteh: because of 
consistency. 

S. reads: arigesu’ instead of ange . 

In C.U. I. 3. 1 where 'one should meditate on that which shines 
yonder as the udgitha’ and II. 2. 1 where 'one should meditate on the 
sdman as fivefold' the members of the sacrificial acts are to be 
viewed as the sun and so on. By so doing the fruit of the act is 
enhanced. This is to be done if the statements of the Scriptures that 
the meditations enhance the fruits of the sacrifice are to be fulfilled. 

R. says that only through the propitiation of gods are sacrifices 
capable of bringing about their results. The udgitha and so on are to 
be viewed under the aspect of the sun and so on. 

Baladeva takes this sutra as a separate section dealing with a 
different topic. The ideas of the sun and the rest [as generating 
from the eyes of the Lord and so on should be imposed] on the limb 
[of the Lord], on account of appropriateness/ 
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Section 6 (7-10) 

ONE IS TO MEDITATE SEATED 
IV. 1. 7. astnah sambhavat 

Seated {a man is to meditate) on account of the possibility . 
asinah: seated; sambhavdt: on account of possibility. 

One is to meditate seated. It is not possible to meditate standing or 
lying down. In updsana one has to concentrate one’s mind on a single 
object. This is not possible when one is standing or lying down. 

R. says that the needful concentration of mind can be reached in a 
sitting posture. Standing and walking demand effort. Lying down 
may induce sleep. The proper posture is sitting on some support so 
that no effort may be required for holding the body erect. 

IV. 1. 8. dhyanac ca 

And on account of meditation. 

dhydndt: on account of meditation; ca: and. 

S. says that updsana and dhyana mean the same thing, con¬ 
centrating on a single object, with a fixed look and without any 
movement of the limbs. This is possible only in a sitting posture. 

R. says that meditation means thought directed on one object and 
not disturbed by ideas of other things, dhydnam hi vijdtiya - 
pratyaydntardvyavahitam eka-cintanam ity uktam. 

Srikantha defines release as the attainment of supreme self-hood 
which is free from the state of the bound creature, characterised by 
love of bodily conditions such as that of Brahmana , etc., which is 
full of essential unsurpassable bliss, and is of the form of Siva, the 
self-luminous witness. 

nivrtta - brdhmanddi - dehdbhimanamaya - pasubhdvasya niratisaya - 
svarupdnandamaya - saksi-svaprakdsa - siva-rupa -pardhambhavapattir 
muktir iti sarva-sruti-tdtparydt. 

IV. 1. 9. acalatvam cdpeksya 

And with reference to immobility . 

acalatvam: immobility; ca: and; apeksya: referring to. 

Meditation is ascribed to earth in some passages (C.U. VII. 6. 1) on 
account of its immobility or steadiness. Steadiness is a concomitant 
of meditation and this is possible only while sitting and not while 
standing or walking. 

IV. 1. 10. smaranti ca 

The smfti texts also say [the same), 
smaranti: the smrti texts say; ca: also. 

The reference is to the B.G. VI. 11-12 where the sitting posture is 
prescribed for meditation and also to the Yoga Sutra on the asanas. 
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Section 7 (11) 

MEDITATION MAY BE CARRIED ON AT ANY TIME, AT 
ANY PLACE FAVOURABLE TO CONCENTRATION OF MIND 

IV. 1. 11. yatraikagratd tatrdvisesdt 

Where concentration of mind (is possible) there (meditation may be 
carried on) on account of there being no difference, 
yatra: where; ekdgratd: concentration of mind; tatra: there; avisesdt: 
on account of there being no difference. 

One can meditate at any time, in any place and in any direction 
where he can with ease concentrate his mind. It is true that certain 
directions are given as in S.U. II. 10. These are only suggestions and 
are not fixed rules. 


Section 8 (12) 

MEDITATIONS ARE TO BE CONTINUED UNTIL DEATH 
IV. 1.12. aprdyandt tatrdpi hi drstam 

Till death (meditations have to be continued) because (their continuance) 
even at that moment is seen (in Scripture ). 

aprdyandt: till death; tatra: then; api: even; hi: because; drstam: is 
seen (from the Scriptures). 

The meditations are to be continued till death for the iruti and the 
smrti say so. Satapatha Brdhmana (X. 6. 3. 1) says: ‘With whatever 
thought he passes away from this world, sa ydvat kratuh ayam asmdl 
lokat praiti! See also B.G. VIII. 6. ‘Whatever idea you have in mind 
when you quit the body at death, that idea you will realise.’ 1 S. 
maintains that the meditations which lead to intuition of Brahman 
are not subject to this rule. 

R. quotes C.U. VIII. 15. 1: sa khalv evarh vartayan yavad dyusam 
brahma-lokam abhi-sampadyate. He who behaves thus throughout his 
life reaches the Brahma- world. 

Srikantha explains the word ‘ rudra * as one who drives away the 
sorrows of bondage, samsdra-rugdrdvakah . 

Baladeva interprets tatrdpi to mean ‘even after death*. The 
devotee not only practises meditation so long as he lives but even 
after death, i.e, even when he is freed. He worships the Lord even 
though he is not required to do so. 

1 yay yam vapi smaran bhdvam tyajaty ante kalevaram tain tam eva samdpnoti . 
Ndrada U. 
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Section 9 (13) 

WHEN THE KNOWLEDGE OF BRAHMAN IS ATTAINED, 
THE KNOWER IS NO LONGER AFFECTED BY THE 
CONSEQUENCES OF HIS PAST OR FUTURE SINFUL DEEDS 

IV. 1. 13. tad-adhigama uttar a-purvdghayor aslesa-vindiau tad - 
vyafiadesdt 

On the attainment of this (Brahman) (there occur) the non-clinging and 
the destruction of the later and the earlier sinful deeds , because it is (so) 
declared (in the Scriptures). 

tat-adhigame: on the attainment of this; uttara-purva-aghayoh: of the 
later and the earlier sinful deeds; aslesa-vindsau: non-clinging and 
destruction; tad-vyapadesdt: because it is (so) declared (in the 
Scriptures). 

The question here relates to the state of jivan-mukti or liberation in 
life. If it is said that one must experience the results of one’s deeds 
committed before the attainment of liberation, the sutra observes 
that when a person attains knowledge, all his earlier sins are 
destroyed and later ones do not cling to him. When he attains 
knowledge, the sense of agency is lost and the effects of deeds do not 
affect him. See C.U. IV. 14. 3; V. 24. 3, M.U. II. 2. 8. The law of 
karma does not apply to the knowers of Brahman. When we attain 
liberation, the chain of work is broken. We become superior to time. 


Section 10 (14) 

GOOD DEEDS LIKEWISE DO NOT AFFECT THE KNOWER 
OF BRAHMAN 

IV. 1. 14. itarasydpy evam asathslesah pate tu 

Of the other (i.e. good works) also there is in the same way non-clinging 
but on the fall (of the body, i.e. death). 

itarasya: of the other; api: also; evam: in the same way; asamilesah: 
non-clinging; pate: on the fall (at death); tu: but. 

The knower of Brahman, since he is devoid of the sense of agency, 
goes beyond good and evil: B.U. IV. 4.22. Since he is not affected by 
good or evil after illumination and his past sins are destroyed by 
knowledge, his liberation takes place at death. 

R. says that good works which produce results favourable to 
knowledge and meditation perish only on the death of the body and 
not during the lifetime of the meditator. 

Srikantha follows R.'s interpretation. 
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Section 11 (15) 

THIS CHARACTERISTIC APPLIES ONLY TO WORKS WHICH 
HAVE NOT BEGUN TO PRODUCE THEIR EFFECTS 

IV. 1 . 15. anarabdhakarye eva tu purve tad-avadheh 

But only those former (works) whose effects have not yet begun (are 
destroyed by knowledge ) / because (Scripture states that) death is the limit, 
andrabdha-kdrye: works which have not begun to yield results; eva: 
only; tu: but; purve: former works; tad-avadheh: that (death) being 
the limit. 

When we say that the past works of a knower of Brahman are 
destroyed, we have to make a distinction between two kinds of past 
works, saheita or accumulated works which have not yet begun to 
bear fruit and prdrabdha or those works which have begun to yield 
results and have produced the body through which a person has 
attained knowledge. The sutra says that prdrabdha works have 
to be worked out. prarabdha-karmdni bhogdd eva ksayah. So long as 
the momentum of the works lasts, the knower of Brahman has to 
be in the body. When they are exhausted, the body falls off and the 
knower attains perfection. His knowledge cannot check these works 
even as a potter's wheel comes to rest only when its momentum is 
exhausted. See C.U. VI. 14 . 2 . If it were not so, then there would 
be no teachers of knowledge. The knowledge of Self being essentially 
non-active destroys all works by means of refuting wrong knowledge 
but wrong knowledge comparable to the appearance of a double 
moon lasts for some time even after it has been refuted, owing to 
the impression it has made. Moreover, it is not a matter for dispute 
at all whether the body of him who knows Brahman continues to 
exist for some time or not. For how can one man contest the fact of 
another possessing the knowledge of Brahman , vouched for by his 
heart's conviction—and at the same time continuing to enjoy 
bodily existence, katharh hy ekasya svahrdaya-pratyayam brahma - 
vedanam deha-dhdranam cap arena pratikseptum iakyate. S. 

Knowledge of reality is self-attested. Besides, along with the 
possession of the knowledge of the Absolute Brahman , embodiment, 
deha-dhdranam , is possible. It is clear that even according to 
knowledge of Brahman can coexist with embodied life and partici¬ 
pation in the work of the world . 1 

R. says that there is no proof for the existence of an impetus 
accounting for the continuance of the body’s life, other than the 
Lord’s pleasure or displeasure caused by good or evil deeds: na ca 
punyapunya-karma-janya-bhagavad-prity-apriti-vyatirekena sarira- 
sthiti-hetu-bhuta-samskdra-sadbhdve pramdnam asti. R. 

1 asya jlvan-muktasya deha-dhdranam lokasyopakarartham. 6. 

The embodiedness of the liberated soul is for the service of the world. 
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Section 12 (16-17) 

OBLIGATORY WORKS ARE EXCEPTED SINCE THEY 
PROMOTE THE ORIGINATION OF KNOWLEDGE 

IV. 1. 16. agnihotradi tu tat-kdrydyaiva tad-darsandt 

But (i the results of daily) agnihotra, etc., (are not destroyed by knowledge 
as they) contribute to the same result (as knowledge) because that is seen 
(from the Scriptures ). 

agnihotradi (daily) agnihotra, etc.; tu: but; tat-karydya: contribute to 
the same result (as knowledge, i.e. liberation); eva: only; tat- 
darsandt: because that is seen (from the Scriptures). 

Works are of two kinds, those which yield specific results and 
those which help to produce knowledge. Obligatory regular works 
performed before the rise of knowledge are of the latter kind. Since 
knowledge leads to liberation, the regular works may be said to 
contribute indirectly to that. So their results persist till death. 

While for S. works are indirect means to liberation, i.e. produce 
knowledge which leads to liberation, Bhaskara holds that they are a 
direct means. 

IV. 1. 17. ato'nydpi hy ekesdm ubhayoh 

According to some, (there is) also (a class of good works) other than this. 
(There is agreement) of both (teachers) (as to the result of these works), 
atah: from this; any a: different (or other); api: also; hi: indeed; 
ekesdm: of some; ubhayoh: of both. 

Besides the obligatory works like the daily agnihotra and the like, 
there are other good works which are performed with a view to 
certain results. Of these latter works, it is said that ‘his friends enter 
on his good works', suhrdas sddhu-krtyam upayanti. Others profit by 
one's good deeds. Both Jaimini and Badarayana are agreed that 
works undertaken for the fulfilment of some special wish do not 
contribute to the origination of true knowledge. 

R. means by both works of both kinds, either prior or subsequent 
to the rise of knowledge. 

Baladeva begins a new section here of 3 sutras dealing with the 
case of some nirapeksa devotees. They become free at once without 
having to wait for the exhaustion of their prdrabdha-karmas. 
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Section 13 (18) 

SACRIFICIAL WORKS NOT COMBINED WITH KNOWLEDGE 
OR MEDITATION ALSO HELP IN THE PRODUCTION OF 

KNOWLEDGE 

IV. 1. 18. yad eva vidyayeti hi 

For (the statement) whatever he does with knowledge (indicates this), 
yat eva: whatever; vidyayd: with knowledge; iti: thus; hi: for. 

The reference is to C.U. I. 1. 10. What one performs with know¬ 
ledge, that indeed becomes more powerful, viryavattaram. Works 
done without knowledge are not useless though works done with 
knowledge are more powerful. 

holds that all obligatory works performed before the rise of true 
knowledge, whether with or without knowledge, either in the present 
state of existence or a former one, by a person desirous of release 
with a view to release, all such works act according to their several 
capacities, as means of the extinction of evil desert which obstructs 
the attainment of Brahman and thus become causes of such attain¬ 
ment, subserving the more immediate causes such as the hearing of 
and reflecting on the sacred texts, faith, meditation, devotion, etc. 

Bhaskara omits this sutra. 

Srinivasa argues that works of greater strength first begin to 
produce their own fruits. When this happens, other good or bad 
deeds of lesser strength performed with a view to attaining certain 
ends remain without producing their results even as a weak cow is 
kept off from water, grass and so on by a stronger one. When the 
knower becomes free immediately after the decay of those works the 
effects of which have already begun, those works go to his friends 
and foes respectively. 

Baladeva says that even the prdrabdha-karmas may be destroyed 
at once through the grace of vidyd. 


Section 14 (19) 

ON THE EXHAUSTION OF WORKS WHICH HAVE BEGUN 
TO TAKE EFFECT, THE KNOWER OF BRAHMAN ATTAINS 
ONENESS WITH BRAHMAN 

IV. 1. 19. bhogena tv itare-ksapayitvd sampadyate 

But having exhausted by enjoyment the two other (sets of work), he 

becomes one with Brahman. 

bhogena: by enjoyment; tu: but; Hare: of the other two works; 
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ksapayitva: having exhausted; sampadyate: becomes one (with 
Brahman ). 

When the works good and bad which have begun to bear fruit are 
exhausted through enjoyment one attains oneness with Brahman . 
See C.U. VI. 14. 2; B.U. IV. 4. 6. Till then, however, the knower of 
Brahman has to be in the relative world as a jivan-mukta , one 
liberated in life. 

When the works whose effects have begun are destroyed, he who 
knows necessarily enters into the state of perfect isolation, kaivalyam . 

Srinivasa says that there is salvation, when on the decay of the 
works—the effects of which have already begun by enjoyment—there 
is the fall of the body at the completion of enjoyment. 

While for £. the fruition is restricted to the present existence, since 
the complete knowledge attained by him destroys the ignorance, 
avidyd, which otherwise would lead to further embodiments, for R. 
a number of embodied existences may have to be gone through before 
the effects of the works which have begun to bear fruit are exhausted. 



Section 1 (1-2) 

AT THE TIME OF DEATH THE FUNCTIONS OF THE 
ORGANS MERGE IN MIND 

IV. 2. 1. van manasi-darsanac chabdac ca 

Speech (is merged) in mind on account of observation and the scriptural 
statement. 

vak: speech; manasi: in mind; darsandt: on account of observation; 
iabdat: on account of scriptural statement; ca: and. 

In the previous section it is shown that by destruction of actions 
which have not as yet begun to yield results a knower of Brahman 
attains liberation in life, jivan-mukti, and on the exhaustion of 
prdrabdha-karma, works which have begun to yield results, he 
attains videha-mukti at death, when he becomes one with Brahman. 
For $. the knower of the Saguna Brahman travels after death by the 
path of the gods. The steps by which the soul passes out of the body 
at death are set forth in many texts. C.U. VI. 8. 6 says that speech 
gets merged in mind and mind in prana or life and so on. The question 
is raised whether it is the organ or the function that is merged and 
the answer is that it is the function. As mind is not the material cause 
of the organ, the organs cannot get merged in mind. The function 
and the organ to which it belongs are treated as one. We notice that a 
dying man first loses his function of speech though his mind is still 
functioning. 

When a person departs from this life, speech is said to get merged 
in mind and so on. This merger is not of forms but only of function. 
Hence that in which the merger takes place need not be the material 
cause of what is merged. This is the doctrine of laya or mergence. 
This is S/s view, which is followed by Srikantha. 

R. understands laya to mean not mergence but a 'going forth', a 
combination or connection. Speech goes with mind and so on. 

While S. distinguishes between the knower who has the highest 
knowledge and the knower of the qualified Brahman, for R. the 
knower is of one type only. For R. the combination sampatti of the 
sense-organs with manas is a samyoga or connection and not laya or 
merging. 

Nimbarka holds that the organ of speech is connected with mind. 
With R., Nimbarka holds that the description of the path belongs to 
all knowers. 

Baladeva is of the view that both the organ of speech and its 
function are connected with the mind. 



The Brahma Sutra 


536 

IV. 2. 2. ata eva ca sarvany anu 

And for the same reason all (sense-organs follow) after. 

atah eva: for the same reason; ca: and; sarvdni: all (organs); anu: 

after. 

All other sense-organs follow, i.e. get merged in mind. See Praina 
U . III. 9. The functions of all the organs get merged in mind. 

Nimbarka and Srinivasa hold that all sense-organs are united with 
and not merged in mind. 


Section 2 (3) 

MIND GETS MERGED IN PRANA OR LIFE 
IV. 2. 3. tan manah prana uttarat 

That mind (is merged) in life owing to the subsequent clause. 

tat: that; manah: mind; prune: in life; uttarat: from the subsequent 

clause (of the text previously cited). 

Here also it is the function that gets merged for we find that mind 
ceases to function in a dying man, even while his vital force or prana 
is functioning. The organ itself is not merged in life for life does not 
constitute its causal substance. 

R. and Nimbarka hold that mind is united with the vital breath. 
Srikantha follows S. and holds that the function of the mind merges 
in life. 


Section 3 (4-6) 

THE FUNCTION OF LIFE GETS MERGED IN THE 
INDIVIDUAL SOUL 

IV. 2. 4. so'dhyakse tad-upagamadibhyah 

That in the ruler on account of (statements indicating) approach and 
so on. 

sah: that; adhyakse: in the ruler ( jiva, the individual soul); tat - 
upagamadibhyah: on account of (statements indicating) approach to 
that and so on. 

The texts here considered are B.U. IV. 3. 38, IV. 4. 2; Prasna U . 
VI. 3. 

Life into which the different organs are merged has its abode in 
the individual soul. 

R. and Nimbarka hold that the life-principle is connected with the 
individual soul. 

Srikantha reads adhyaksena for adhyakse. 
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IV. 2. 5. bhutesu tac-chruteh 

In the elements (i the soul with the life-principle is merged) as is seen in 
the Scriptures. 

bhutesu: in the elements; tat-sruteh: from the iruti texts to that effect. 

The soul with the life-principle takes its abode in the line essence 
of the gross elements, fire, etc., which constitute the seed of the 
future body. 

The life-principle is said to be united with fire in C.U. VI. 8. 6 but 
it means the elements together with lire, on account of scriptural 
declarations to that effect. See B.U. IV. 4. 5. 

IV. 2. 6 . naikasmin darsayato hi 

Not in one (<element only) (ithe soul goes) for both {iruti and smrti) 
declare this. 

na: not; ekasmin: in one; darsayatah: (both) declare so; hi: for. 

At the time of death, when the soul leaves our body and goes in for 
another, it, together with the subtle body, resides in the subtle 
essence of all the gross elements and not in that of fire only for all 
the elements are required for a future body. See C.U. V. 3. 3; B.U. 
IV. 4. 5; Manu 1 . 27. 

R. says that fire denotes fire mixed with the other elements. Life- 
principle and the soul are therefore united with the aggregate of the 
elements. 

Nimbarka quotes Visnu Pur ana (I. 2. 48): These [elements] 
possessed of various powers but separate were unable to produce 
beings without aggregation, i.e. without coming together entirely/ 


Section 4 (7) 

THE MODE OF DEPARTURE FROM THE BODY UP TO THE 
ENTRANCE OF THE SOUL INTO THE NADIS IS COMMON 
TO BOTH THE KNOWER OF SAGUNA BRAHMAN AND 
THE ORDINARY MAN 

IV. 2. 7. samana easily upakramad amriatvarh ednuposya 

And common (is the mode of departure for both the knower of Saguna 
Brahman and the ignorant) up to the beginning of the way and the 
immortality (of him who knows) (is relative only), not having burnt 
(ignorance). 

samana: common; ca: and; d sfti upakramdt: up to the beginning of 
the way; amytatvam: immortality; ca: and; anuposya: not having 
burnt (ignorance). 

According to for the knower of the Nirguna Brahman, there is 
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no departure at all. The question arises whether the path to brahma - 
loka to which the knower of Saguna Brahman goes and the world in 
which the ignorant is reborn are identical or different. The sutra says 
that both go by the same way till the knower enters the susumnd 
nddt and the ignorant some other nerve. After that one goes to the 
path of the gods and the other to have rebirth. Till they enter on 
their respective ways the mode of departure is the same. 

R. quotes B.U. IV. 4. 7 and explains that the immortality which is 
ascribed to the knower as soon as he shakes off all desires can only 
mean the destruction of the effects of good and evil works and the 
reaching of Brahman means the intuition of Brahman vouchsafed to 
the meditating devotee. C.U. VIII. 6. 5 speaks of a hundred veins. 
As the soul of the knower is said to pass out by way of a particular 
vein, up to the soul’s entering the vein, there is no difference between 
the know r er and the non-knower. 


Section 5 (8-11) 

THE MERGING OF FIRE, ETC., IN THE SUPREME IS NOT 
ABSOLUTE MERGING 

IV. 2. 8. tad dpitch samsdra-vyapadesat 

That [subtle body continues) up to the attainment (of Brahman) on 
account of the declarations of the empirical state (made by Scripture), 
tat: that; d apiteh: up to the attainment (of Brahman ); samsara- 
vyapadesdt: on account of the declarations of the empirical state. 

The mergence cannot be absolute for then all would attain 
liberation. It is the kind of mergence that we experience in deep 
sleep. Only the functions of the elements are merged and not the 
elements themselves. The final dissolution does not take place until 
knowledge is attained. Till then the Scriptures declare that the 
individual soul is subject to empirical existence, samsdra : Kapha U. 
II. 5. 7. If the merging of death were absolute, then there could be 
no rebirth. So the elements continue to exist in a seminal condition. 
Bhaskara follows S.’s interpretation. 

R. does not take this as the beginning of a new section. He refers 
to the immortality spoken of in the previous sutra and holds that it 
does not imply the separation of the soul from the body for Scripture 
declares samsdra as embodiedness up to the reaching of Brahman . 
tasya tdvad eva dram ydvan na vimoksye atha sampatsye. 

IV. 2. 9. suksmam pramdnatai ca tathopalabdheh 
And that is subtle in size because it is so experienced . 
suksmam: subtle; pramdnatah: as regards size; ca: and; tatha: so; 
upalabdheh: because it is experienced. 
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The body in which the soul abides at the time of death is subtle in 
nature and size. This is understood from the scriptural statements 
which declare that it goes out along the nails. It is therefore subtle 
in size. Its transparency explains why it is not obstructed by gross 
bodies or is not seen when it passes out at death. 

R. says that the bondage of the knower is not dissolved for the 
reason that the subtle body continues to persist. We know this from 
Scripture, K.U. I. 3ff. 

IV. 2. 10. nopamardendtah 

Therefore {this subtle body) is not {destroyed) by the destruction {of the 
gross body). 

na: not; upamardena: by the destruction; atah: therefore. 

The subtle body is not destroyed by what destroys the gross body, 
burning, etc. 

R. says that immortality is not effected by means of the total 
destruction of the body. 

IV. 2 . 11 . asyaiva copafatter esa usmd 

And to this {subtle body) alone does this {bodily) warmth belong, 
because this {only) is possible. 

asya: to this; eva: alone; ca: and; upapatteh: because of possibility; 
esah: this; usmd: (bodily) warmth. 

The bodily warmth observed in living animals belongs to this 
subtle body and not to the gross body for the warmth is felt so long 
as there is life and not after that. 


Section 6 (12-14) 

THE LIFE-PRINClPLES OF A KNOWER OF NIRGUNA 
BRAHMAN DO NOT DEPART FROM THE BODY AT DEATH 

IV. 2 . 12 . pratisedhat iti cen na iarlrat 

If it be said that on account of the denial {made by the Scripture) {the 
life-principles of a knower of Brahman do not depart) {we say that it is) 
not so, {because Scripture says that the life-principles do not depart) 
from the embodied soul . 

pratisedhat: on account of denial; iti cet: if it be said; na: not so; 
iarlrdt: from the embodied soul. 

B.U. IV. 4. 6 says: 'Hi s pranas do not depart. Being Brahman, he 
goes to Brahman .' From this express denial it follows that the 
pranas do not pass out of the body of him who knows Brahman. The 
opponent denies this and argues that the passage does not deny the 
passage of the pranas from the body but only from the embodied 
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soul. For if they do not depart from the body there will be no death 
at all. This is clear from the Madhyandina rescension, where the 
ablative, ‘from him', tasmdt , is used. 

IV. 2. 13. spasto hy ekesdm 

For (the denial of the departure) is clear (in the texts) of some (schools), 
spastah: clear; hi: for; ekesdm: of some (schools). 

This sutra refutes the view of the previous sutra by connecting the 
denial to the body and not the soul. That the pranas do not depart 
from the body is clear from B.U. III. 2. 11. The Madhyandina 
reading ‘from him' refers to the body. It is not true that if the pranas 
do not depart there will be no death for they do not remain in the 
body but get merged, which makes life impossible and we say that the 
person is dead. Again, if the pranas departed with the soul from the 
body, then the rebirth of the soul would be inevitable and there 
would be no liberation. So the pranas do not depart from the body in 
the case of the knower of Brahman. 

R. takes this and the previous sutra as one. The question relates to 
the departure of the knower, vidvan tasya, in B.U. IV. 4. 5, from 
the body, sarirat, so that the passage means from the jlva or the 
individual soul the pranas do not depart. Again, with reference to the 
instruction given to Artabhaga by Yajhavalkya (B.U. III. 2. 10-11) 
there is nothing to show that ayam purusa is the sage who knows 
Brahman. 


IV. 2. 14. smaryate ca 

And the smrti (also) says (so), 
smaryate: the smrti says (so); ca: and. 

M.B. XII. 270.22 says that he who has become the self of all beings 
and has a complete intuition of all, at his way the gods themselves 
are perplexed, seeking for the path of him who has no path. 

sarvabhutdtma-bhutasya samyag-bhutani pasyatah 
dev dpi marge muhyanti hy apadasya padaisinah. 

It follows that he who knows Brahman neither moves nor departs. 

R. says that there are smrti passages which declare that the sage 
also when dying departs from the body. The soul of him who knows 
departs by means of an artery from the head. R. quotes Yajhavalkya 
Smyti (III. 167): ‘Of those, one is situated above which pierces the 
disc of the sun and passes beyond the world of Brahma; by way of 
that the soul reaches the highest goal.' 

urdhvam ekah sthitas tesdm yo bhitva surya-mandalam 
brahma-lokam atikramya tena ydti par dm gatim . 

According to Nimbarka both knowers and non-knowers go out; 
only they travel by different paths. 
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Section 7 (15) 

THE ORGANS OF THE KNOWER OF NIRGUNA BRAHMAN 
ARE MERGED IN IT AT DEATH 

IV. 2. 15. tdni pare tatha hy aha 

Those (elements, etc.) (are merged) in the Highest Brahman for thus 
(the Scripture) says. 

tdni: those; pare: in the Supreme Brahman ; tatha: so; hi: for; aha: 
(the Scripture) says. 

The question is in regard to the knowcr of Brahman who dies. 
What happens to the sense-organs and the subtle body in which they 
abide? These get merged in the Supreme Brahman. See Prasna U . 
VI. 5. 1. M.U. III. 2.7, however, gives the account of the end from a 
relative standpoint according to which the body disintegrates and 
goes back to its cause, the elements. The former text speaks from a 
transcendental standpoint according to w r hich the whole aggregate 
is merged in Brahman, krtsnam kalajdtam para-brahma-vid 
brahmaiva sampadyate. 

R. says that the elements unite themselves with the Highest 
Self: C.U. VI. 8. 6. The functionings of those elements are to be 
viewed in such a way as to agree with Scripture. As in the states of 
deep sleep and pralaya, there is, owing to union with the Highest 
Self, a cessation of all experience of pain and pleasure, so is it in the 
case under question. 


Section 8 (16) 

ON THE DEATH OF THE KNOWER OF THE HIGHEST 
BRAHMAN THE ORGANS AND THE ELEMENTS ARE 
MERGED IN BRAHMAN SO AS TO BE NO LONGER 
DISTINCT FROM IT IN ANY WAY 

IV. 2. 16. avibhdgo vacandt 

(There is) non-distinction (from Brahman, of the parts merged in it) 
according to (scriptural) statement. 

avibhdgah: non-distinction; vacandt: on account of the (scriptural) 
statement. 

The text here referred to is Prasna U. VI. 5. The merging of 
elements in the case of the knower of Brahman is absolute, whereas 
in the case of an ordinary person it is not so. The elements exist in a 
subtle condition, causing future rebirth. In the case of the knower of 
Brahman , knowledge destroys ignorance and its effects get merged 
in Brahman absolutely, without any chance of cropping up again. 
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R.says that the union is non-division, i.e. connection of such a kind 
that those subtle elements are altogether incapable of being thought 
and spoken of as separate from Brahman. 

Section 9 (17) 

THE SOUL OF THE KNOWER OF SAGUNA BRAHMAN 
PASSES INTO THE HEART AND THENCE DEPARTS OUT 
OF THE BODY THROUGH THE SUSUMNA NADI 

IV. 2. 17. tadoko’grajvalanam tat-prakasita-dvaro vidyd-sdmarthyat 
tac-chesagaty-anusm/ti-yogdc ca hdrddnngrhitah satddhikayd 

(When the soul of the knower of the Saguna Brahman is about to depart 
from the body , there takes place) a lighting up of the top of its (the souls) 
abode (the heart ). With the passage (for the departure of the soul) being 
illuminated thereby , (the soul departs) .being favoured by him (Brahman) 
who resides in the heart , along that nddi which is beyond the hundred , 
(i.e. the susumnd), Giving to the power of knowledge and the appro¬ 
priateness of his constant meditation on the way which is part of that 
knowledge. 

tat-okah-agrajvalanam: the lighting of the top of its abode; tat - 
prakdsita-dvarah: with the passage illuminated by this light; vidyd- 
sdmarthyat: owing to the power of knowledge; tat-sesa-gati-anu- 
smrti-yogdt: owing to the appropriateness of constant meditation as 
the way which is a part of that (knowledge); ca: and; hdrddnngrhitah: 
being favoured by him who resides in the heart; satddhikayd: by the 
one that is beyond the hundred. 

The texts considered here are B.U. IV. 4. 1-2. These texts 
indicate that, at the time of death, the soul together with the organs 
come to the heart. For both the knower and the ignorant the point 
of the heart becomes shining and the door of exit is also thereby 
lighted up, yet the knower departs through the skull only while the 
others depart from other places. See C.U. VIII. 6. 6. 

R. continues in his comment on this sutra, the departure of the 
knower. The knower wins the favour of the Supreme Person who 
abides within the heart and is assisted by him. 

Section 10 (18-19) 

THE DEPARTING SOUL PASSES UP TO THE SUN BY 
FOLLOWING THE RAYS 

IV. 2. 18. ra&myanusdri 

(The soul after departing from the body) follows the rays, 
raimi-anusdri: following the rays. 
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From C.U. VIII. 6. 2. 5, we learn that the soul of the knower of 
Saguna Brahman , after departing from the body along the susumnd , 
follows the rays of the sun. Whether it departs in day or night, it 
follows the rays which exist both in day and night. 


IV. 2. 19. niii ncti cen na sambandhasya ydvad-deha-bhdvitvdd 
darsayati ca 

If it be said {that the soul does) not (follow the rays) in the night , (we 
reply that it is) not so because the connection of (the nadis and the rays) 
continues as long as the body lasts; and (Scripture) also declares (this), 
nisi: in the night; na: not; iti cet: if it be said; na: not so; 
sambandhasyaydvat-deha-bhdvitvdt: because the connection continues 
as long as the body lasts; darsayati: (Scripture) declares; ca: also. 

The connection lasts as long as the body lasts. So it is immaterial 
whether the soul passes out in day or in night. The sun’s rays 
continue even in night though we do not feel their presence owing to 
the fact that their number is limited in night. The result of knowledge 
cannot be made to depend on the accident of death by day or by 
night. Cp. C.U. VIII. 6. 5. 


Section 11 (20-21) 

THE KNOWER WHO DIES DURING DAKSINAYANA 
REACHES BRAHMAN 

IV. 2. 20. atas cdyane'pi daksine 

And for the same reason (the departing soul follows the rays) during the 
southern progress of the soul also. 

atah: for the same reason; ca: and; ayane: during the sun’s course; 
api: also; daksine: southern. 

The objection is raised that the soul of the knower of Brahman who 
passes away during the southern course of the sun does not follow 
the rays to Brahma-loka as both iruti and smyti say that only one 
who dies during the northern course of the sun goes there, besides, 
it is said that Bhisma waited for the northern course of the sun, to 
leave the body. The sutra says that the result of knowledge does not 
depend on the accident of passing in the northern or the southern 
course of the sun. C.U. V. 10. 1 refers to deities and not to fiio points 
in the northern course. Bhisma wanted only to show that he could 
die at will and to uphold approved custom, dcara-paripal^drtham , 
pitr-prasdda-labdha-svacchanda-mttyutdkhydpandrtham ca. See also 
B.G. VIII. 23ff. 
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IV. 2. 21. yoginah prati ca smaryate smdrte caite 

(These details) are stated in the smrti with reference to the yogins; and 
both (Sdmkhya and Yoga) are smrti only . 

yoginah prati: with reference to the yogins\ ca: and; smaryate: the 
smrti declares; smdrte: belonging to the class of smrti ; ca: and; ete: 
these two. 

The details as to the time mentioned in B.G. VIII. 23. 24 apply 
only to yogins who adopt the sddhana of the Yoga and the Sdmkhya 
systems. They are smjiis and not srutis. These limitations do not 
apply to those who pursue the path of knowledge described in the 
sruti texts. 

Nimbarka and Srinivasa hold that there are no fixed rules about 
the time of departure. 



Section 1 (1) 

THE PATH CONNECTED WITH DEITIES BEGINNING 
WITH LIGHT IS THE ONLY WAY TO BRAHMA-LOKA 

IV. 3. 1. arciradind tat-prathiteh 

(On the road) beginning with light (the departed soul proceeds) on account 
of that being widely known. 

arcih-ddind: (on the road) beginning with light; tat-prathiteh: on 
account of that being well known. 

There are different declarations about the path of the gods, 
deva-ydna to brahma-loka. C.U. V. 10. 1; B.U. VI. 2. 15, see also 

V. 10. 1; K.U. I. 3; M.U. I. 2. 11. The question is whether these 
texts refer to different paths or different descriptions of the same 
path. The sutra says that they give different descriptions of the same 
path. This is well known from the sruti C.U. V. 10. 1. Again, the 
goal attained is the same in all cases. 

While S. treats this sutra as referring to the knowers of Saguna 
Brahman, R., Nimbarka and others treat it as referring to all knowers. 


Section 2 (2) 

THE DEPARTING SOUL REACHES THE DEITY OF THE 
YEAR AND THEN OF THE AIR 

IV. 3. 2. vdyuni abddd avisesa-visesdbhydm 

From the year to air , on account of the absence and presence of speci¬ 
fication. 

vayum: (the deity of) the air; abddt: from (the deity of) the year; 
avisesa-visesdbhydm: on account of absence and presence of speci¬ 
fication. 

The passage that the soul goes to air from the year has reference to 
the C.U. text V. 10. 1. The B.U. text VI. 2. 3 has reference to month. 
In the one the world of gods is absent, in the other the year is absent. 
As both texts are authoritative both stages have to be inserted in each 
and the distinction has to be made that, owing to its connection with 
the months, the year has the first place (after the months and before 
the world of the gods) and the world of the gods the second place. 

S. and Bhaskara do not identify the world of gods with air. For 
them the order is light, day, bright fortnight, six months of the 
northern course of the sun, year, world of gods, air, sun and so on. 

R. and Srikantha take aviiesa-visesdbhydm as stating the reason 
why the air is to be placed after the year and before the sun. For 
S 
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them 'the world of gods' denotes air which is the dwelling-place of 
gods. Scripture specifically says that the soul comes to the air. 


Section 3 (3) 

AFTER REACHING THE DEITY OF LIGHTNING, THE 
SOUL REACHES THE WORLD OF VARUNA 

IV. 3. 3. tadito’dhi varunah sambandhdt 

After reaching the deity of lightning [the soul reaches) Varuna on 
account of the connection. 

tadito'dhi: after (the deity of) lightning; varunah: (comes) Vanina; 
sambandhdt: on account of the connection. 

Varuna is the god of rain and lightning precedes rain (C.U. VII. 
11. 1). After Varuna come Indra and Prajd-pati. 

In these three sutras the different accounts arc reconciled. 


Section 4 (4-6) 

LIGHT, ETC., MEAN THE DEITIES IDENTIFIED WITH 
THEM LEADING THE SOUL TO BRAHMA-LOKA 

IV. 3. 4. ativahikas tal-lihgdt 

(These are) deities conducting the soul (on the path of the gods) on 
account of the indicatory marks of that. 

ativahikah: deities conducting the soul; tat-lihgdt: on account of 
indicatory marks of that. 

The deities are meant and not places of enjoyment. See C.U. 
IV. 15. 5; V. 10. 1. These are non-human persons, a-mdnava . 

IV. 3. 5. ubhaya-vydmohdt tat-siddheh 

This is established on the ground that both (the traveller and the path) are 
bewildered (unconscious). 

ubhaya-vydmohdt: from the bewildered (unconscious) state of both; 
tat-siddheh: that is established. 

As the organs of the souls are withdrawn into the mind they cannot 
guide themselves; light, etc., being without intelligence, cannot guide 
the souls. So intelligent deities guide the soul along the path to 
brahma-loka. Besides, as the organs of the departed souls are with¬ 
drawn into the mind they cannot enjoy. Light and the rest cannot be 
places of enjoyment. 

S. says that knowers of Brahman enjoy bliss, etc. tathaiva ca 
vidusdm tusfy-anubhavddi-darsandt. 
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This sutra is found only in £. and Baladeva and not in others. 
Baladeva explains it thus: ‘On account of the untenableness of the 
two alternatives, light and the rest can neither be landmarks nor 
persons standing on the path. The only correct alternative is that 
they are conducting deities/ 

IV. 3. 6 . vaidyutenaiva tatas tac chruteh 

From thence (the souls are guided) by him only who belongs to the 
lightning , that being known from the sruti. 

vaidyutena: by the superhuman guide who belongs to lightning; eva: 
alone; tatah: from thence; tat-sruteh: that being known from the 
sruti. 

After they reach the deity identified with lightning they are led by 
the very superhuman person who takes charge of them from the 
deity of lightning to brahma~loka through the worlds of Varuna, 
Indra and Prajd-fiati. See C.U. IV. 15. 5, V. 10. 1 and B.U. VI. 2 . 15. 
These do not actually guide but favour the souls either by not 
obstructing or helping them in some way. From all these it is obvious 
that by light, etc., deities are meant. 


Section 5 (7-14) 

BY THE PATH OF THE GODS WE REACH 
SAGUNA BRAHMAN 

IV. 3. 7. kdryam bddarir asya gaty-upafiatteh 

To the effected Brahman (the souls are led) (so thinks) Badari on 
account of the possibility of its being the goal. 

kdryam: the effected Brahman (relative Brahman); badarih: Badari 
(thinks); asya: its; gati-upapatteh: on account of the possibility of 
being the goal. 

C.U. V. 10 . 1 says that we are led to Brahman . Is this Saguna 
Brahman or Nirguna Brahman ? Badari is of the view that Saguna 
Brahman is meant for it occupies a place to which souls may go while 
Nirguna Brahman is all-pervading. With the Highest Brahman we 
cannot connect the ideas of one who goes or the object of going or 
act of going; for that Brahman is present everywhere and is the 
inner-self of all. 

na tu parasmin brahmani gantrtvarh gantavyatvam gatir vd’va 
kalpate , sarvagatatvdt pratyagdtmatvdc ca gantfnam. 3. 

R. makes sutras 7-16 into a single section in which the views of 
Badari and of Jaimini are represented as two pUrva-paksas which are 
set aside and Badarayana’s opinion is accepted as the siddhanta . The 
question is whether the guardians of the path lead to Brahman only 
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those who worship the effected Brahman , i.e. Hiranya-garbha , or 
those who worship the Highest Brahman or those who worship the 
individual soul as free from prakfti and having Brahman for its self. 
ye pratyag-dtmdnam prakfti-viyuktam brahmdtmakam updsate . 
Badari maintains that the guardians lead to Brahman those who 
worship the effected Brahman because going is possible towards the 
latter only. No movement can take place towards the Highest 
Brahman which is absolutely complete, all-knowing, present 
everywhere, the Self of all. We do not move to some other place in 
order to reach Brahman. Brahman is something already reached, na 
hi pari’purnam, sarvajham , sarva-gatam , sarvatma-bhutam, par am 
brahmopaslnasya tat-prdptaye desdntara-gatir upapadyate, prdptatvdd 
eva. For him the effect of true knowledge is only to put an end to 
that ignorance which has for its object Brahman , which, in reality, 
is eternally reached. nitya-prdpta-para-brahma-visaydvidyd-nivrtti- 
mdtram eva hi para-vidyd-kdryam. R. 


IV. 3. 8 . visesitatvdc ca 

And on account {of Brahman to which the souls are led) being qualified 
{in another passage). 

visesitatvdt: on account of being qualified; ca: and. 

B.U. VI. 2. 15 speaks of the worlds of Brahman , brahma-lokan 
gamayata. Plurality of worlds is not possible with regard to the 
Supreme Brahman. Saguna Brahman may abide in different 
conditions. Even the term 'world' can denote only some place of 
enjoyment falling within the sphere of effects and possessing the 
quality of being entered into. 


IV. 3. 9. samxpydt tu tad-vyapadesah 

But on account of the proximity {to the higher Brahman) there is 
designation {of the lower Brahman) as that . 

sdmipyat: on account of proximity; tu: but; tat-vyapade&ah: (its) 
designation as that. 

When the higher Brahman is described as possessing certain 
effected qualities for the purposes of pious meditation, then it is what 
we call lower Brahman . 

R. says that Hiranya-garbha as the first created being stands near 
to Brahman and may therefore be designated by the same term, 
Brahman . See &.U. VI. 18. 

Baladeva interprets thus: 'But the designation of that [viz. 
salvation] is on account of nearness.' That is, the souls are said to go 
to the world of Brahma and never return (B.U. VI. 2. 15) not 
because they obtain salvation directly, but because they are very 
near getting it. 
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IV. 3. 10. karydtyaye tad-adhyaksena sahdtah param abhidhdnat 

On the passing away of the effected world (brahma-loka) (the souls 
attain) together with the ruler of that world, what is higher than that, 
{i.e. the Supreme Brahman) on account of scriptural declaration. 
kdrya-atyaye: on the passing away of the effected world; tat-adhyak- 
sena saha: together with the ruler of that world; atah param: higher 
than that (i.e. the Supreme Brahman)', abhidhdnat: on account of 
the scriptural declaration. 

If the souls travelling by the path of the gods reach only the world 
of Hiranya-garbha, how can it be said that they will not return to the 
world (C.U. IV. 15. 6, VIII. 6. 5; B.U. VI. 2. 15) since there is no 
permanence apart from the Supreme Brahman ? The sutra explains 
that, at the passing away of the brahma-loka, the souls, which by that 
time have attained knowledge along with Hiranya-garbha, attain the 
Highest Brahman. S. holds that what is higher than that is the pure 
highest place of Visnu, parisuddham visnoh param padam. S. thinks 
that this passage gives krama-mukti or release by gradual steps. 

R. quotes M.U. III. 2. 6. 


IV. 3. 11. smytes ca 

And on account of smrti. 

smyteh: on account of smrti \ ca: and. 

The smyti passage referred to here states: When the dissolution has 
come and the end of the highest (Hiranya-garbha) then they all, 
together with Brahma, with purified minds enter the highest place. 
brahmana saha te sarve samprdpte prati-samcare 
parasyante kytdlmdnah pravisanti param padam. 

K.P. XII. 


IV. 3. 12. param jaiminir mukhyatvdt 

To the Highest (Brahman) (the souls are led) Jaimini (thinks) owing to 

this being the principal sense of the word (Brahman). 

param: the Highest (Brahman); Jaiminih: Jaimini (thinks); 

mukhyatvdt: owing to this being the principal sense of the word 

(Brahman). 

The reference is to C.U. IV. 15. 5. 

When two meanings are possible, the higher should be preferred. 
Brahman can mean the higher and the lower. The higher should be 
adopted, according to Jaimini. 

R. makes out that brahma-loka means the world which is Brahman 
even as nisada-sthapati means a sthapati who is a nisdda and not a 
sthapati of the nisadas. 

Srikantha says that (the souls are led to Siva) higher than 
(Hiranya-garbha ). 
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IV. 3. 13. dar&anac ca 

And on account of the declarations of sruti. 

dariandt: on account of the declarations of sruti; ca: and. 

The texts are C.U. VIII. 6. 6, VIII. 12. 3, VIII. 2. 23; Katha U. 
II. 6. 16. These declare that the soul which passes out of the body 
through the susumnd nddi reaches immortality, which can only be 
the attainment of Supreme Brahman. 

R. and Nimbarka hold that a knower who travels along the path of 
the gods reaches Brahman. 

IV. 3. 14. na ca kdrye pratipatty-abhisandhih 

And the desire to enter [Brahman) cannot he (with respect) to the 
effected (Brahman). 

na: not; ca: and; kdrye: in the effected (Brahman)] pratipatti- 
abhisandhih: the desire to enter (Brahman). 

In C.U. VIII. 14. 1 the desire to attain the assembly hall and 
abode, sabham vesma, cannot be with respect to the effected Brahman . 
It is appropriate only with respect to the Supreme Brahman. 

According to $., sutras 12-14 give the opponent's view. The 
Brahman attained by those who travel by the path of the gods cannot 
be the Supreme Brahman but only the k'drya Brahman or effected 
Brahman. The Supreme Brahman is all-pervading and the inmost 
self of all. Journey or attainment is possible only where there is a 
difference, where the attainer is different from the thing attained. To 
realise the Supreme Brahman , all that is necessary is to remove 
ignorance. In such a realisation there is neither going nor attaining. 
The reference to a journey to Brahman belongs to the sphere of 
relative knowledge and if it occurs in a chapter dealing with supreme 
knowledge, it is only for the glorification of the latter. So the view 
expressed in sutras 7-11 by Badari is the correct one. 

R. points out that what the soul aims at is the condition of the 
Universal Self which has for its prerequisite the removal of ignorance. 
See C.U. VIII. 14. 1. The Brahma- world which is the thing to be 
realised is something non-created, akfta , and reaching that would 
mean freedom from all bondage whatsoever. 
sarva-bandha-vinirmoksa. 


Section 6 (15-16) 

ONLY THOSE WHO WORSHIP BRAHMAN WITHOUT A 
SYMBOL ATTAIN BRAHMA-LOKA 

IV. 3. 15. apratikalambandn nayatiti bddardyana ubhayatha dosdt, 
tat-kratui ca 

Those who do not take their stand on symbols (the superhuman being) 
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leads , thus Badarayana thinks; there being no defects in the twofold 
relation (resulting from this view); and the meditation on that (i.e. 
Brahman) (is the reason of this twofold relation), 
apratika-dlambandt: those who do not take their stand on symbols 
(in their meditations); nayati: (the superhuman being) leads; iti: 
thus; bddardyanah: Badarayana; ubhayathd: the twofold relation; 
adosdt: there being no defect; tat-kratuh: (as is) the meditation on 
that (so does one become); ca: and. 

The question is raised whether all worshippers of Saguna Brahman 
go to brahma-loka. The sutra says that only those who do not use any 
symbol in their meditations go there. This does not contradict 

III. 3. 31, if we understand by all only those worshippers who do not 
use any symbol. This view is justified by the scriptural declaration: 
Tn whatever form they meditate on him, that they become/ In the 
worship of symbols, the meditations are not fixed on Brahman. They 
are fixed on symbols. So the worshipper does not attain brahma-loka. 
The case of the worshipper of the five fires is different because 
Scripture declares that he goes to brahma-loka. Where there is no 
such specific declaration we have to hold that only those whose 
object of meditation is Brahman go to brahma-loka, and not others. 

Bhaskara holds that those who meditate on the effected Brahman 
are led to the effected Brahman while those who meditate on the 
Highest Brahman are led to the Highest Brahman. There is no 
contradiction here since even those who meditate on the effected 
Brahman do not return for they attain a gradual release, while those 
who meditate on the Highest Brahman attain immediate release. 

According to R., siitras 7-16 form one section, in which the views 
of Badari and Jaimini represent two purva-paksas, while Badarayana's 
opinion is adopted as the correct conclusion or siddhdnta. 

R. interprets the sutra differently. Those not depending on 
symbols he leads, thus Badarayana [thinks] there being a defect in 
both cases; and he whose thought is that.' R. reads dosdt for S/s 
adosdt: Badarayana thinks that all those who do not take their stand 
on symbols, i.e. who worship the Highest Brahman, and those who 
meditate on the individual self as dissociated from prakrti and having 
Brahman for its self arc led to Brahman. 

Srikantha and Baladeva adopt R/s reading. According to Srikantha 
those who meditate on the Highest Brahman alone are led to him but 
not those who meditate on Hiranya-garbha or on Ndr ay ana. 

IV. 3. 16. viiesam ca darsayati 

And Scripture declares a difference (with respect to meditations on 
symbols). 

visesam: difference; ca: and; darsayati: the Scripture declares. 

C.U. VII. 1. 5; VII. 1. 2 point out that different results accrue 
from different symbols. There can be no such difference for those who 
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meditate on the Highest Brahman which is non-different. Those who 
use symbols cannot go to brahma-loka like those who worship the 
effected Brahman. 

Srikantha says that the Scripture shows the difference between 
Hiranya-garbha, Nardyana and Siva. 

Baladeva points out that the conducting divinities lead the 
devotees to the Lord. Only in the case of the nirapeksa devotees, the 
Lord himself comes down to fetch them. 



Section 1 (1-3) 

THE RELEASED SOUL DOES NOT ACQUIRE ANY NEW 
CHARACTERISTICS BUT ONLY MANIFESTS ITS TRUE 

NATURE 

IV. 4. 1 . sampadydvirbhavah svena sabddt 

(On the soul's) having attained (the Highest light) there is manifestation 
(of its real nature) (as we know) from the word 'own . 
sampadya: having attained; avirbhdvah: manifestation (of its real 
nature); svena sabddt: from the word 'own'. 

See C.U. VIII. 12. 3. Release is not something new. It is pre¬ 
existent. The soul manifests its true nature which is covered with 
ignorance. This is the attainment of release. It is not anything newly 
acquired. 

R.says that if the soul assumes a new body, the specification ‘in its 
own nature’ would be without meaning. 

While S. refers in this sutra to the knower of para-vidya or higher 
knowledge, R. refers to the knower or vidvdn who goes to Brahman. 

IV. 4. 2. muktah pratijhdnat 

(The self which manifests its true nature) is released; (as is evident) 
from the promise (made in the Scripture), 
muktah: is released; pratijhdnat: from the promise. 

The self is freed from the three states of waking, dream and sleep 
and abides in its own nature. See C.U. VIII. 9-11. That the self is 
free is declared in C.U. VIII. 11. 3; VIII. 7. 1. 

IV. 4. 3. atma prakaranat 

(The light into which the soul enters is) the Self; on account of the 
context. 

atma: the Supreme Self; prakaranat: on account of the context (or 
subject-matter). 

See C.U. VIII. 3.4, VIII. 7. 1; B.U. IV. 4. 16. These texts deal with 
the Supreme Self. 

R. says that intelligence, bliss and the other essential qualities of 
the soul which were obscured and contracted by karman expand and 
manifest themselves when the bondage due to karman passes away 
and the soul approaches the highest light. 


S* 
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Section 2 (4) 

THE RELEASED SOUL STANDS TO BRAHMAN IN THE 
RELATION OF NON-SEPARATION 

IV. 4. 4. avibhagena dystatvdt 

(The released soul exists) as inseparable (from Brahman) because that 
is seen (from Scripture). 

avibhagena: as inseparable; dystatvdt: for it is seen from Scripture. 

The question is raised whether the released soul exists as different 
from or as identical with Brahman. The sutra says that it exists as 
inseparable from Brahman. See C.U. VI. 8. 7; B.U. I. 4. 10, IV. 4. 6. 
The released soul should be regarded as identical with Brahman . 
Passages which speak of difference between the two should be 
treated in a secondary sense as expressing unity. See C.U. VI. 8. 7; 
B.U. I. 4. 10, IV. 3. 23; C.U. VII. 24. 1. 

Avibhaga or non-separation means for §. identity. 

S. says that the released soul abides in non-division from the 
Highest Self for that is seen from the Scripture. 

mukta-svarupa-nirupana-parani vdkyany avibhdgam eva dariayanti 
nadi-samudradi-nidarsananica. 

R. points out that the question is whether the released soul views 
itself as separate, pythag-bhuta from Brahman or as non-separate, 
being a mode of Brahman . There are passages favouring both views. 
The released soul, it is said, stands to the Highest Self in the relation 
of fellowship, equality, equality of attributes. All this implies 
consciousness of separation. See T.U. II. 1. 1; B.G. X. IV. 2. 
The sutra says that the released soul is conscious of itself as non- 
divided from the Highest Brahman. This is seen. The souls have for 
their inner self the Highest Self. They are modes (prakaras) of it. 


Section 3 (5-7) 

THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE RELEASED SOUL 

IV. 4. 5. brahmena jaiminir upanyasadibhyah 

(The released soul exists) as possessed of the nature of Brahman (so 
thinks) Jaimini, on account of the reference, etc. 
brahmena: as possessed of the nature of Brahman; Jaiminih: 
Jaimini; upanyasadibhyah: on account of reference, etc. 

Jaimini thinks that the released soul's nature is like that of Brah¬ 
man. It possesses the qualities mentioned in C.U. VIII. 7. 1. The self 
which is free from evil, free from old age, free from death, free from 
grief, free from hunger and thirst, whose desire is the real, whose 
thought is the real. For such there is freedom in all worlds/ 
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tesdm sarvesu lokesu kdma-cdro bhavati. VIII. 1. 6. 

Tiie released soul is said to be all-knowing and all-powerful. He is 
of the nature of Brahman as I§vara. 

Nimbarka thinks that the individual soul becomes manifest as 
endowed with the attributes, ‘relating to Brahman ', such as freedom 
from evil, etc. 

IV. 4. 6 . citi tanmdtrena tad-dtmakatvad ity audulomih 

Solely as pure intelligence (the soul manifests itself) as that is its Self; 

thus Audulomi (thinks). 

citi-tanmatrena: solely as pure intelligence; tat-dtmakatvdt: that being 
its self (or the nature); iti: thus; audulomih: Audulomi (thinks). 

Bhaskara and Srikantha read citi-matrena for citi-tanmatrena . 

Since the soul is of the nature of pure intelligence it exists as such 
in the released condition. Cp. B.U. IV. 5. 13. Freedom from sin, etc., 
cannot constitute the nature of the Self. This is the view of Audulomi. 

IV. 4. 7. evarn apy upanydsdt purva-bhdivad avirodham badardyanah 
Even if it be so, on account of the existence of former qualities (admitted) 
doing to reference and so on, there is absence of contradiction; (so 
thinks) Badarayana. 

evam: thus; api: even; upanydsdt: on account of reference; purva - 
bhdvdt: on account of the existence of former qualities; avirodham: 
absence of contradiction; badardyanah: (so thinks) Badarayana. 

Though it is admitted that the nature of the Self is constituted by 
pure intelligence, the possession of qualities like freedom from evil is 
not rejected from the standpoint of the world of manifestation. 

According to Audulomi, the only characteristic of the released 
soul is thought, caitanya . Jaimini maintains that it possesses a 
number of exalted qualities. Badarayana favours a combination of 
these two views. 

S. feels that Jaimini speaks with reference to the world of mani¬ 
festation, Audulomi with reference to the transcendental standpoint 
and Badarayana reconciles the two. 

Srinivasa thinks that having attained the form of the highest 
light, the individual soul becomes manifest in its own natural form 
as endowed with the attributes of freedom from evil and so on, in 
conformity with both sets of scriptural texts. 


Section 4 (8-9) 

THE SOUL EFFECTS ITS DESIRES BY MERE WILL 
IV. 4. 8. sarhkalpdd eva tu tac-chruteh 

But through mere will (the released effect their purposes) for the 
Scriptures say so. 
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samkalpdt: through will; eva: only; tu: but; tat-Sruteh: for the 
Scriptures say so. 

Hu' is omitted in some versions. 

C.U. (VIII. 2. 1) says: 'If he becomes desirous of the world of the 
fathers by his mere will [thought] fathers arise/ The doubt arises 
whether will is enough or it requires an operative cause. The sutra 
says that the will is enough. If any other causes were required the 
scriptural statement 'by the will only' will be contradicted. The will 
of the released differs from that of ordinary men. It has the power of 
producing results without any operative cause. 

R. uses C.U. VIII. 12. 3 and holds that mere will is enough and 
no further effort is necessary. 

IV. 4. 9. ata eva cananyddhipatih . 

And for this very reason {the released soul is) without a lord . 

ata eva: for this very reason; ca: and; ananyddhipatih: he is without a 

lord. 

C.U. VIII. 1. 6 says that there is freedom for them in all worlds. 
A released soul is master of himself. 

R. says that the released soul realises all its washes and is therefore 
not subject to another ruler. To be under a ruler is to be subject to 
injunction and prohibition and this is opposed to freedom in the 
realisation of one’s wishes. 

While S. treats this as relating to apard-vidya, R. treats this section 
as a continuation of the topic of the state of the released. 

Nimbarka quotes C.U. VII. 25. 2.: sa svardd bhamti , He becomes a 
self-ruler. 


Section 5 (10-14) 

THE RELEASED SOULS ARE EMBODIED OR 
DISEMBODIED ACCORDING TO THEIR WILL 

IV. 4. 10. abhdvam bddarir aha hy evam 

There is absence (of body and sense-organs for the released ), Badari 
(thinks); for thus Scripture says. 

abhdvam: absence (of body and sense-organs); bddarih: Badari; aha: 
(the Scripture) says; hi: because; evam: thus. 

The possession of the will means that the released soul has a mind. 
Has it also a body and sense-organs? Badari thinks that it does not 
have a body and sense-organs for the Scripture says: ‘Now he who 
knows, let me think this, he is the self, the mind is his divine eye. He, 
verily, seeing these pleasures through his divine eye (daivena 
caksusa), the mind rejoices.' C.U. VIII. 12. 5. This shows that he 
possesses only the mind, and not the body or organs. 
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R. quotes C.U. VIII. 12. 1 and 3 and says that the released soul is 
without a body. 

Baladeva reads abhdve for abhdvam. 

IV. 4. 11. bhdvam jaiminir vikalpamananat 

There is presence {of body and sense-organs) Jaimini {thinks) because 
the Scripture declares {the capacity for a released person to assume) 
diverse forms. 

bhdvam: presence (of body and sense-organs); jaiminih: Jaimini; 
vikalpa-dmananat: because the Scripture declares (the capacity to 
assume) diverse forms. 

C.U. VII. 26. 2 says that a released soul can assume many forms. 
This implies that it possesses, besides the mind, body and sense- 
organs. This is the view of Jaimini. 

R says that the various forms of manifoldness of which the text 
speaks must be due to the body. The text which speaks of the 
absence of the body refers to the absence of that body only which is 
due to karman. It is the latter body which is the cause of pleasure 
and pain. 

IV. 4. 12 . dvadaiahavad ubhaya-vidham badardyano tah 

For this reason Badarayana {thinks that the released soul is) of both 

kinds; as in the case of the twelve days’ sacrifice. 

dvddaidhavat: as in the case of the twelve days’ sacrifice; ubhaya- 

vidham: of both kinds; badardyanah: Badarayana; atah: for this 

reason. 

According to Badarayana a released soul which has attained 
brahma-loka can exist both ways, with or without a body according to 
its desire. The same sacrifice extending over twelve days may be 
viewed either as a sattra or as an adtna sacrifice. Both alternatives 
are indicated in Scripture. See Purva Mimdmsa Sutra II. 3. 

IV. 4. 13. tanvabhave sandhyavad upapatteh 

In the absence of a body {the fulfilment of desires is possible) as in the 
dream state, since this is reasonable. 

tanu-abhdve: in the absence of a body; sandhyavat: as in the dream 
state; upapatteh: since this is reasonable. 

In the dream state which is midway between waking and sleep, 
objects wished have an existence even while body and senses do not 
really exist. 

R. says that the released soul may undergo experiences of pleasure 
by means of instruments created by the highest person though the 
released soul may not himself be creative. As in the state of dream 
the individual soul has experiences depending on chariots and other 
implements created by the Lord (B.U. IV. 3.10); so the released soul 
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may have experience of different worlds created by the Lord 
engaged in playful sport. 

IV. 4. 14. bhave jdgradvat 

In the presence (of a body the fulfilment of desires is) as in the waking 
state. 

bhave: in the presence (of a body or when the body exists); jdgrat-vat: 
as in the waking state. 

When the released soul has a body the objects of his wishes may 
have real existence, as in the waking state. 

R. says that the released soul possessing a body created by its own 
will enjoys its various delights in the same way as a waking man does. 
In the same way as the Highest Person creates out of himself, for 
his own delight, the world of the Fathers and so on, so he sometimes 
creates such worlds for the enjoyment of the released souls. Some¬ 
times the souls by their own will-power create their own worlds, 
which are, however, included within the sphere of the sport of the 
Highest Person. 

For S. and Bhaskara, when there is a body, the objects desired by 
the freed soul have real existence. 

Srlkantha considers the objection that, when there is enjoyment in 
the nature of the perception of the things of this world by released 
souls, then by their experience of what does not serve the goal of 
man, the absence of bondage and suffering cannot be secured, and 
answers that there is no perception of the world by the liberated ones 
in the form in which it does not serve the goal of man, for it is 
perceived as of the form of Brahman. 


Section 6 (15-16) 

THE RELEASED SOUL CAN ANIMATE SEVERAL BODIES 
AT THE SAME TIME 

IV. 4. 15. pradipavad avesas tathd hi darsayati 

The entering (of one soul into several bodies) is like (the multiplication of) 

the flame of a lamp , for so the Scripture declares. 

pradipavat: like the flame of a lamp; aveiah: entering (or animating 

different bodies); tathd: so; hi: because; darsayati: the Scripture 

declares. 

In sutra 11, it is stated that a liberated soul can assume many 
bodies at the same time for enjoyment. The objection is raised that 
enjoyment is possible only in the body in which the soul and mind 
exist while other bodies will be lifeless puppets. Soul and mind 
cannot be divided and so cannot exist in more than one body. The 
sutra says that the released soul can animate, on account of its 
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power, all the bodies even as the flame of a lamp can pass over into 
several flames (lighted at the original flame). C.U. VII. 26.2 says that 
the one self can render itself manifold. The released soul can create 
other bodies with internal organs comparable to the original sense- 
organ. 

For R., the question is, if the soul is of atomic size, how can it 
connect itself with many bodies? The answer is given in the siitra. 
Even as a lamp abiding in one place only enters through light 
proceeding from it into connection with many places, so the soul also, 
though limited to one place, may through its light-like consciousness 
enter into several bodies. R. adds that even in this life the soul, 
though abiding in one part of the body only, viz. the heart, pervades 
the whole body by means of its consciousness and thus makes it its 
own. There is, however, this difference. The non-released soul has its 
intellectual power contracted by the influence of karman and is 
therefore incapable of that expansive pervasion without which it 
cannot identify itself with other bodies. The released soul whose 
intellectual power is not contracted, is capable of extending as far as 
it likes and making many bodies its own. See S.U. V. 9. The non- 
released soul is ruled by karman , the released soul by its will. 

IV. 4. 16. svdpyaya sampattyor anyatarapeksam dviskrtam hi 

(What Scripture says of the absence of all specific cognition) refers either 
to deep sleep or absolute union (with Brahman) for this is made clear 
(by the scriptural texts). 

svapyaya-sampatyoh: of deep sleep and absolute union with 
Brahman ; anyatara-apeksam: having in view either of these two; 
dviskrtam: this is made clear (by the scriptural texts); hi: for. 

B.U. II. 4. 14; IV. 3. 21 , 30, 32 deny specific cognition to a released 
soul. The objection is raised as to how such a released soul can 
assume several bodies and enjoy. These texts, it is said in reply, 
refer to the state of deep sleep or that of liberation, in which the soul 
attains union with the Absolute Brahman. We are not discussing 
these states but only entrance into brahma-loka where there is 
diversity and cognition is possible. Brahma-loka is not heaven for 
return to the mortal world after the exhaustion of the virtue which 
raised one to the status of a god is possible, while from brahma-loka 
no return to earth is possible. 

R. quotes C.U. VI. 15. 1 and B.U. IV. 5.13 and refers to the states 
of deep sleep and death in which the soul is unconscious. 
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Section 7 (17-21) 

THE RELEASED SOUL HAS ALL THE LORDLY POWERS 
EXCEPT THE POWER OF CREATION 

IV. 4. 17. jagad-vyapdra-varjam prakarandd asannihitatvdc ca 

(The released soul possesses all lordly powers) except the power of 
activities relating to the world (such as creation, etc.), on account of 
(the lord being) the subject-matter (of all texts where creation, etc., are 
described) and (the released souls) not being near (to such activities), 
jagad-vyapdra-varjam: except the power of activities relating to the 
world; prakarandt: on account of the subject-matter; asannihitatvdt: 
not being near; ca: and. 

According to S., the question relates to the worshippers of Saguna 
Brahman who attain brahma-loka and worldly powers. Are their 
powers limited or unlimited? The opponent quotes C.U. VII. 25. 2 
and T.U. I. 5 and holds that the powers are unlimited. The sutra 
says that the released souls have all powers except those of creation, 
preservation and destruction of the world. If the released souls have 
these powers which are the prerogatives of Isvara, we will have many 
Isvaras and there may be conflict. 

The released souls work under the control of the Supreme, though 
they do not participate in the work of creation, ruling and dissolution 
of the world. 

Bhaskara refers this and the following sutras to those who attain 
brahma-loka. 

R. quotes M.U. III. 1. 3 and states the objection that the released 
souls have the power of realising all their wishes. The world-control 
is the privilege of Isvara. See C.U. VI. 2; B.U. I. 4. 11; Aitareya 
Aranyaka II. 4. 1. 1; B.U. III. 7. 3. 

The Vrtti which R. follows says; 'With the exception of the 
business of the world, the released soul is equal [to the Highest Self] 
through light/ 1 The author of the Dramida-bhdsya says: 'Owing to 
its intimate union with the Divine, the disembodied soul effects all 
things like the divinity/ 2 

According to Srikantha the contemplation of oneself as Siva 
continues, even in him who, in the world of Parama-Siva , has 
attained union with him, after the complete extinction of merit and 
demerit. He says: 'Wandering about freely in the worlds of the 
[celestial] rulers from Sadaiiva up to Brahma, eating what he chooses, 
taking on what forms he desires, rid of the desire for human and other 
bodies, functioning with the three energies [icchd, jhdna and kriyd ] 
uncontracted, he enjoys the splendour of perfect self-consciousness, 

1 vrttir api jagad-vyapdra-varjam samano jyoti$eti. R.B. I. i. i. 

1 dramiia-bhasya-karak ca devata-sayujydd aiarirasydpi devatdvat sarvartha- 
siddhifr syad ity aha. R.B. I. i. i. 
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immersed in the world which is of one texture with the nature of 
Brahman , the harmony of Siva with Sakti, which abounds in 
supreme bliss, light and power/ 1 T.U. III. 10 speaks of the released 
Self being both the food and the food-eater, the subject and the 
object. 

IV. 4. 18. pratyaksopadesad Hi cen nddhikarika-mandalasthokteh 

If it be said {that the released soul attains unlimited power) on account of 
direct teaching {we say) no , for the Scriptures declare {that the released 
soul attains him) who, entrusts {the sun and others with their offices) and 
resides in those spheres. 

pratyaksa-upadesdt: on account of direct teaching; iti cet: if it be 
said; na: not; ddhikdrika-mandalastha-ukteh: for the Scripture 
declares (that the soul attains him) who entrusts with their offices 
(the sun, etc.) and resides in those spheres. 

The sutra says that the powers of the released souls depend on the 
Lord who abides in the spheres like the sun, etc., and entrusts the 
sun, etc., with their offices. The powers of the released souls are not 
unlimited for they get their powers from the Lord and depend on 
him. 

R. holds that the soul whose knowledge is no longer obstructed by 
karman freely enjoys all the different worlds in which the power of 
Brahman manifests itself. 

IV. 4. 19. vikardvarti ca tatha hi sthitim aha 

And {there is a form of the Highest Lord) which abides beyond all 
effected things; for thus far Scripture declares his abiding, 
vikdra-dvarti: which abides beyond all effected things; ca: and; 
tatha: so; hi: because; sthitim: existence; aha: the Scripture declares. 

C.U. III. 12. 6 says: ‘All beings are one-fourth of him; the three- 
fourths, immortal, are in the sky/ The Supreme Lord abides in two 
forms, the transcendental and the empirical. He who worships the 
Lord in his empirical aspect does not attain his transcendental form. 
Since the worshipper is able to comprehend him only partially, he 
attains only limited powers and not unlimited powers like the Lord 
himself. 

Bhaskara takes the non-qualified Brahman to be real and eternal 
and the qualified Brahman to be real and non-eternal while S. takes 
the former alone to be real. 

R. says that the released soul while conscious of Brahman with its 
manifestations experiences also the enjoyments lying within the 
1 saddtivddlnam adhikdrindm brahmdntdndm mandate su svecchayd sancara- 
rndnafr kamannl kamariipl vigalita-nianusyddi-dehabhitnano ' sankucita-takti- 
traya-vydparafr paramdnanda-prakdta-vibhuti-maya-Hva-takti-sdmarasya-para- 
brahma-svarupaikarasaT} prapanedvagdhinam pari-purnam aham-bhavam 
prakafam anubhavati . 
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sphere of change, which abide in the world of Hiranya-garbha and 
similar beings. He does not possess the power of creating and 
controlling the world which are the distinctive attributes of the 
Highest Lord. 

IV. 4. 20. darsayatas caivam pratyaksdnumdne 
And thus perception and inference show. 

darsayatah: (the two) show; ca: and; evam: thus; pratyaksa-anumdne: 
perception and inference. 

The non-abiding of the highest light within effected changes is a 
well-known circumstance. See M.U. II. 2. 10; B.G. XV. 6. 

R. says that the energies connected with the rule of the world are 
exclusive qualities of the Highest Person. Sruti and smrti also declare 
it. See T.IJ. II. 8. 1; B.U. III. 9, IV. 4. 22; B.G. IX. 10, X. 42. Sruti 
and smrti declare that the Highest Person is the cause of the 
bliss that is enjoyed by the released soul. T.U. II. 7; B.G. XIV. 
26-7. The exalted qualities of freedom from evil, sin, etc., belong to 
the soul’s essential nature but that the soul is of such a nature 
depends on the Supreme Person. The equality to the Lord which 
the released soul may claim does not extend to world creation and 
control. 

Nimbarka and Srinivasa believe that the freed soul, though 
similar to the Highest Brahman, cannot possibly be the lord of all the 
sentient and the non-sentient beings, their controller, supporter, etc. 
The lordship is exclusive of the activities relating to the universe. 

IV. 4. 21. bhoga-mdtra-samya-lihgdc ca 

And on account of the indications of equality (of the released soul with 
the Lord) only with respect to enjoyment. 

bhoga-mdtra-samya-lingat: on account of indications of equality with 
respect to enjoyment only; ca: and. 

B.U. I. 5. 20, 23; K.U. I. 7 describe equality only with respect to 
enjoyment and do not mention anything about creation, etc. 

R.asks us to treat the powers of the released soul in accordance with 
what the texts say. They speak of the Highest Lord only as possessing 
the power of ruling and controlling the entire world and so this power 
cannot be attributed to the released soul. 

IV. 4. 22. andvrtti-sabddd andvrtti-sabddt 

There is non-return (for these released souls), according to Scripture; 

non-return according to Scripture , 

anavfttih: non-return; sabddt: according to Scripture. 

The doubt arises that, if the powers of the released souls are 
limited, they may return to the mortal world. The sutra dispels the 
doubt by a reference to scriptural authority. Those who go to 
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brahma-loka by the path of the gods do not return from there. 
C.U. VIII. 5. 3, IV. 15. 6, VIII. 6. 6; B.U. VI. 2. 15. 

Those who through perfect knowledge have dispelled all mental 
darkness and are devoted to the eternally perfect nirvana do not 
return. 

samyag-darsana-vidhvasta-tamasdm tu nitya-siddha-nirvdna- 
pardyandndm siddhaivdndvrttih . 

Those also who rely on the knowledge of the qualified Brahman in 
the end have recourse to that nirvana and so it follows that they also 
do not return. 

The repetition of the words is to indicate the completion of the 
work. 

R. says that we know from Scripture that there is a Supreme 
Person whose nature is absolute bliss and goodness; who is funda¬ 
mentally antagonistic to all evil; who is the cause of the origination, 
maintenance and dissolution of the world; who differs in nature 
from all other beings, who is all-knowing, who, by his mere thought 
and will, accomplishes all his purposes; who is an ocean of kindness, 
as it were, for all those who depend on him, who is all-merciful; who is 
immeasurably raised above all possibility of anyone being equal or 
superior to him; whose name is the Highest Brahman . 

yathd nikhila-heya-pratyariika-kalydnaikatdno jagad-janmddi kdra- 
nam, samasta-vastu-vilaksanah, sarvajhah satya-samhalpa-dsrita - 
v dtsalyaika j aladh ih , parama - kdruniko nirasta - samd bhyadhika - 
sambhdvanah, para-brahmdbhidhdnah parama-puntso } stiti iabddd 
av agamy ate. 

And with equal certainty we know from Scripture, that this 
Supreme Lord when pleased by the faithful worship of his devotees 
frees them from the influence of avidyd which consists of karman 
accumulated in the infinite progress of time and hence hard to 
overcome; allows them to attain to the supreme bliss which consists 
in the direct intuition of his own true nature and after that does not 
turn them back into the suffering of samsdra . 

R. quotes B.G. VIII. 15-16; VII. 17-19 in confirmation of his view. 

Srlkantha says that the bodies assumed by released souls are the 
products of pure mahd-mdyd. 

Those versed in metaphysics and religion have been treated with 
greater respect in India than those proficient in other branches of 
learning. Anandagiri commenting on S.B.G. IX. 2 writes :dipyate 
hiti, dysyate hi vidvad antarebhyo loke pujdtireko brahmaviddm iti 
bhdvah. This great work B.S. is capable of answering the main 
problems of the philosophy of religion, though many of its detailed 
references may be outdated. It deals with the problems of religious 
experience and scriptural authority, moksa as union with the 
Godhead and worship as the confrontation of the human individual 
and the Divine Reality, the destiny of the individual, ethics and 
spiritual life. We have inherited a priceless trust which must be 
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fostered until, as the Arabs say, the stars grow old, the sun grows 
cold and the leaves of the judgement book unfold. 

The Rg Veda has a prayer which is at least four thousand years 
old: ’ 

trdtdro devd adhivocatd no 
ma no nidra Uata mota jalpin. 

Protectors, Gods, bless us! Let not sleep overtake us nor idle gossip. 

Vir. 48 . 14; see also X. 82 . 7. 

iivam astu sarvajagatah para-hita-niratdh bhavantu bhiita-gandh 
dosah praydntu ndsam sarvatra sukhi bliavatii lokah. 

Brhat-Jdnli-stotra . 

Let there be peace in the whole world. Let everyone exert for the 
well-being of the other. Let evil disappear. Let everybody be happy 
everywhere. 
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GLOSSARY OF SANSKRIT TERMS 

aksaya: exempt from decay, undecaying. 
aksara: imperishable. 

akhanda: entire, whole, the opposite of fragmented. 
agocara: inaccessible (to the senses), what is not seen. 
ahgustha-nidtra: of the size of a thumb. 
aja: unborn, uncreated. 

a jar a: not subject to old age, undecaying, ever young. 
aja: a she-goat. 

ajati-vada: the theory of non-origination. 
ajndna: ignorance, spiritual ignorance. 
ami: fine, minute, atomic. 
atathya: untrue, unreal. 

atisaya: eminence, pre-eminence, superiority in quality or quantity. 
adrsja: unseen, invisible. 
advaita: non-dual, sole, unique. 
adharma: unrighteousness, demerit. 
adhikdra: possession of a right or a claim, competence. 
adhikdrin: he who has adhikdra or competence; lie who has a right to, 
is qualified or fit for. 
adhisihdna: basis, substratum. 
ananta: endless, boundless, eternal, infinite. 
anddi: having no beginning. 
anitya: not everlasting, transitory. 
anapalabdhi: non-perception, non-recognition. 
anubhava: perception, experience, direct apprehension, knowledge 
derived from personal experience. 

anumdna: the act of inferring, inference, one of the means of 
obtaining true knowledge. 
antarydmin: the indwelling principle. 
antah-karana: the internal organ. 

apara-vidyd: lower knowledge, knowledge of the manifested world. 
aparoksa: not invisible, perceptible. 

apavarga: completion, freedom of the soul from sarhsdra , release, 
liberation. 

apurva: not having existed before, the remote or unforeseen con¬ 
sequence of an act, an invisible quality of the soul produced by 
an act, which bears fruit in other worlds. 
apana: downward breathing. 
abhaya: absence of fear, peace, safety, security. 
abhdva: non-being, negation, absence. 
abheda: non-difference. 
abhyasa: practice, repetition. 
amurta: formless, shapeless, unembodied. 
artha: wealth, material possessions. 
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arhat: the worthy, the elect. 
amrta: immortal, imperishable, eternal. 

avatdra: descent, appearance or manifestation of a deity on earth. 
avidyd: ignorance, spiritual ignorance, the state of existence in which 
the soul unawakened to reality lives. 
asti-kdyas: Jain term for existing bodies. 
aham-kdra: self-sense, conception of individuality, egotism. 
ahimsd: non-injury, non-killing, non-violence, non-hatred, gentle¬ 
ness. 

dkdsa: the subtlest of the five elements, the other four being agni 
(fire), ap (water), vdyu (air), pythivl (earth), ether, space, sky. 
dgama: sacred work handed down and fixed by tradition. 
dedrya: a spiritual guide or teacher. 

dtman: the universal Self, the inner principle that exists apart from 
any definable ego; life, breath. 
dnanda: bliss. 

dyatana: resting place, support, abode. 
asrama: a stage of life, retreat. 

mdriya: a sense-organ, power of the senses, virile power. 
ista-devatd: a chosen deity, a favourite God. 

Isa: master, lord, the supreme spirit. 

Isvara: personal God. 
uddna: breathing upwards. 

upanisad: sitting down near a teacher to listen to his words, secret 
knowledge, mystery, esoteric doctrine, the philosophical writings 
which expound the meaning of the Vedas : the source of the 
Vedanta philosophy. 

upanayana: the act of leading or drawing to one's self, the ceremony 
in which a teacher initiates the pupil into spiritual life. 
fta: order, rule, law, truth, righteousness. 
rsi: an inspired sage. 

ekagryam: one-pointedness, a state of concentration, close attention. 
aiivarya: sovereignty, supremacy, power, lordship. 
aum: object of meditation, a mystic name for the triad of Brahma , 
Visnu and Siva, representing the oneness of the three gods. 
karund: compassion. 

karman: action, work, deed, rite, result of acts done in the past. 

karma-mdrga: the path of action. 

karmendriya: organs of action. 

kavi: thinker, seer, prophet, poet. 

kevala-jndna: absolute knowledge. 

kaivalya: isolation, aloneness, absolute. 

kriyd: performance, act, action. 

kleia: affliction, distress. 

khyati: knowledge. 

gdyatrl: a hymn composed in the gayatrl metre of twenty-four 
syllables. 
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guna: quality, virtue, merit, excellence. 
guru: spiritual preceptor, teacher. 

Cdrvaka: a materialist philosopher. 
citta: the thinking mind. 
cin-matra: pure intelligence. 
cetana: conscious being, intelligence. 
indriya: sense-organ. 
jard: old age. 
jdti: birth, caste. 

jlva: the individual soul, the principle of life. 

jlvan-mukta: a person who is liberated, and yet lives in the world. 

jina: an enlightened; redeemed person. 

jndna: knowledge, wisdom. 

jndna-mdrga: the path of knowledge. 

jnanendriya: the sense of apprehension. 

tapas: religious austerity, penance, bodily mortification, asceticism. 
tamas: darkness, gloom, the quality of inertia, one of the three 
qualities of prakrti . 
tarka: reasoning, speculative enquiry. 

Irsnd: desire, craving. 

tyaga: renunciation, forsaking worldly desires, liberality. 

dama: self-restraint. 

day a: sympathy, compassion, pity. 

ddna: the act of giving, charity. 

darsana: insight, realising of the Ultimate; a viewpoint, a system of 
philosophy. 

duhkha: sorrow, pain, suffering. 
deva: a bright, shining force, deity. 
dravya: substance. 
dvandva: pairs of opposites. 
dvesa: hatred, repugnance, dislike. 

dharma: moral and religious duties; virtue, morality, religion, 
custom, rule, law. 

dhdrand: a stage of Yoga in which the mind is fixed on one particular 
object of meditation. 
dhyana: contemplation. 
nastika: atheist, unbeliever. 
nama-rupa: name and shape, individual being. 
nimitta: efficient cause. 

niyama: restraint, rules, self-imposed observances. 

nitya: perpetual, continual, eternal. 

nirguna: devoid of qualities. 

nir-grantha: without knots, unfettered. 

nirvana: release, emancipation, salvation, bliss, serenity. 

nis-kriya: devoid of activities, inactive. 

paramartha: metaphysical reality, literally parama: highest; artha: 
object. 
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paramdrtha-tattva: absolute truth. 
param-dtman: the supreme spirit. 

Paramesvara: the Supreme Lord. 
para-vidyd: higher knowledge. 
pity-loka: the world of the ancestors. 

purusa: spirit, individual human being, highest personal principle. 
Supreme Spirit. 
punar-mytyu: dying again. 
punar-janma: rebirth. 
prajd-pati: the Lord of Creatures, Creator. 

prakrti: objective nature, the primordial substance from which all 
objects spring, the principle of objectivity. 
pradhdna: primal matter of the Samkhya system. 
prasdda: grace, kindness, favour, calmness of mind, clearness of speech. 
prajnd: wisdom, discernment. 

pramdna: that by which anything is measured, standard of truth, 
the means of true knowledge; pramd-karanam; like perception, 
inference or a valid cognition as distinct from invalid or illusory 
cognitions. 

pratyag-dlman: the Supreme Self embodied in the individual. 
pratyaksa: sense perception. 

pratydhdra: withdrawal of attention from sense impressions. 
pralaya: dissolution, re-absorption, death. 
prana: life-breath, a form of life-breath, forward breathing. 
pujd: worship. 
prdndyama: breath-control. 

prdrabdha-karma: the past or stored works which have begun to 
yield results. 

purva-paksa: the prima facie view or argument in any question. 
bandha: bondage. 

bdhyendriya: senses working outward. 
buddhi: understanding, intelligence. 
bodhi: enlightenment, spiritual wisdom. 

brahman: Ultimate Reality, an all-embracing, unborn, first principle, 
the self-existent Universal Spirit. 
brahma: one of the three principal gods, the Creator God. 
bhakti: devotion, love. 
bhakti-mdrga: the path of devotion. 
bhagavat: the divine spirit, the adorable one. 
bheda: difference. 
manana: logical reflection. 
manas: mind, internal organ. 
mar ana: death. 
mdrga: path. 

may a: the phenomenal character of the world; the principle used by 
the Divine in the creation of the world, creative power, phantom, 
illusion, world appearance. 
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mlmdmsa: investigation, examination. 
mukta: set free, liberated. 
mukti: freedom, release. 

muni: sage, seer, one who has taken the vow of silence. 
mumuksutva: moksa-icchd or desire for release. 
mula-prakrti: primeval or root matter, also called pradhdna in 
Sdmkhya philosophy. 
mrtyu: death. 

moksa: release, emancipation, union with the Ultimate. 
yoga: yoking, union, mental concentration, discipline by which the 
individual attains union with the Absolute. The way to enlighten¬ 
ment. 

rajas: the quality of activity, one of the three qualities of prakrti. 

rdga: attachment, affection. 

rupa: appearance, form, shape. 

lihga: mark, token, sign, phallic symbol. 

Ilia: play, sport, pastime. 

loka: all things visible to the eye, the world. 

varna: colour, complexion, lustre, beauty. 

vdyu: air. 

vdhana: vehicle. 

vedand: feeling. 

vidyd: knowledge, opposed to avidyd. 
visesa: particularity. 

Visnu: the second person of the Hindu trinity who takes birth on 
earth from time to time to save mankind, the symbol of the 
immanence of Godhead. 

vedanta: the philosophy based on the Vedas and the Upanisads . 
There are varieties of the Vedanta philosophy, non-dualism, 
monism, dualism, etc. 

sakti: the energy or active power of the deity. 
saheita-karma: accumulated works. 
iabda: sound, verbal testimony. 
iama: tranquillity, calmness, quietude. 
idnti: tranquillity, peace, quiet. 

idstra: order, command, teaching, instruction, sacred book. 
iiksd: learning, study, knowledge, art, skill. 

Siva: the auspicious one, one of the Hindu triad. 
iraddhd: faith, belief, trust with reverence. 
sramana: a mendicant, an ascetic. 
iravana: the act of hearing. 

Sruti: that which has been heard or communicated from the begin¬ 
ning, sacred knowledge, the Veda heard by the sages. 
sad-dyatana: the abode of the six senses. 
saguna: possessed of qualities. 
samavdya: inherence, getting together. 
samdna: equalising breath. 
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satnadhi: the final stage of meditation, the attainment of union with 
God. 

sddhana: discipline. 
susupti: deep, dreamless sleep. 
sUksma iartra: subtle body. 

Surya: the sun God. 

samkalpa: resolve of the mind, will, purpose. 
samnydsa: renunciation, the state of recluse. 
samyoga: conjunction. 
samvara: restraint. 
samvrti-satya: relative truth. 

samsdra: the wheel of time, the round of birth, death and rebirth, 
the cycle of existence. 

samskdra: impression, disposition; putting together, accomplishment, 
making sacred, sanctifying ceremonies leading to regeneration. 
sattva: the quality of goodness, one of the three qualities of prakrti , 
true essence, nature. 
satya: reality, truth. 

sydd-vada: the Jaina doctrine that all judgements are conditional and 
no judgements are absolute. 
sva-dharma: one's duty. 
sva-bhava: one’s nature. 
svayam-bhu: self-existent. 
svarga: heaven, paradise. 

sdmkhya: one of the six orthodox systems of Indian philosophy. 
sdmipya: nearness to the deity. 
sayujya: continual association with God. 

siddhanta: established conclusion, any canonical textbook on any 
subject. 

sutra: a thread, a short or aphoristic sentence. 

sthula sarlra: gross body. 

smrti: memory, knowledge, tradition. 

Hiranya-garbha: womb of God, Brahma. 
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Abbreviations, list of 16 
Aberration 143 
Abhdsa 420 
Abhdva 381 
Abhdva-mdtra 380 
Abhedd-bheda-vdda 73 
Abhidharma-kosa 1 92 
Abhimana 87 
Abhinna-sakti 86 
Abhi-vimana 285 
Abhivyakti 284 
Abhydsa 56, 502 
Abhyudaya 523 

Abode 266, 276, 478, 491, 536, 537, 
550 

Abode and abiding thing 391 
Abode, difference of 478, 479 
Abode of all meditations 504 
Abode of auspicious qualities 454 
Abode of avidyd 348 
Abode of final release 485 
Abode of Krsna 89 
Abode of Maya 349 
Abode of soul 542 
Abode of Vi put 275 
Abodes, multiplicity of 265 
Absolute, the 41, 45-6, 58, 106, 119, 
121, 126, 128, 131, 133, 207, 219- 
20, 233, 256, 458 
Absolute Being 240, 362 
Absolute bliss 563 
Absolute Brahman 170 fn., 207, 
53B 559 

Absolute difference 73 
Absolute equality 211 
Absolute forgetfulness 198 
Absolute goodness 563 
Absolute identity 25, 81, 209, 328 
Absolute immanence 150 
Absolute, manifested v . unmanifested 

483 

Absolute non-difference of Jlva and 
Brahman 417 

Absolute non-existence 350, 352 
Absolute realisation 211 
Absolute reality 125 
Absolute release 210 
Absolute salvation and world- 
redemption 223 
Absolute truth 262 
Absolute union 559 
Absolute unity 347 


Absolute values 108 
Absolute, the, with and without 
determination 257 
Absolutistic doctrine 126 
Absorber 493 
Absorption 75, 210 
Abstractions 126, 131, 166, 188 
Abstract thinking 104 
Abundance 260-1 
Abysmal water 130 
Acdrya 30 fn. 

Accession of glory 451 
Accordance of all texts 324 
Accumulated works 531 
Acetana 125 
Acetana-parinama 41 
Acintya 98 

Acintya-bheddbheda 27, 97 
A f it 45, 53, 54*, 71, 78 
Action 158, 217-18, 413, 441, 465-6, 
4 6 7. 5°7> 535 

Action, instruments of 430 
Action (works) and knowledge 
507-9 

Actions and results 304, 419-20, 440 
Active cause of the world 70 
Active memory 200 
Active self 506 

Activities 2 "9, 295, 355, 430, 560 
Activities of waking and dream states 
296 

Activity 321, 367, 511, 505, 526 
Activity and Agent 271 
Activity and non-activity 414-15, 
419 

Activity essential attribute of soul 
414 

Act, object, result of knowledge 384 
Act of creation 99 
Act of meditation 526 
Acton, Lord, 7 fn. 

Acts 109, 139 fn., 189, 518 
Acts and character 194 
Acts and their qualities 500 
Acts of the Lord, eternal and non¬ 
eternal 473 
Acyuta-preksa 60 
Adam 162 fn. 

Adaptive affinity 202 
Adharadheya-bheda 447 
Adhikara 229, 487 
A dhikararia-ratna-mdld 292 
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Adhikaranas of the B.S. 23, 24 
Adhipati cause 380 
Adhipatyam 323 
Adhisthdna 33 
A dhi sfhdna-k dr apa 94 
Adhydsa 232, 331, 419 
A dhyatma Ramayana 59 
Adhydyas of the B.S. 23 
Adi-granth 59 
Adlna sacrifice 557 
Aditya 305-6 
Adjuncts 231, 268, 288, 294-5, 298, 
328, 418, 433, 448, 459 
Adjuncts, non-real 420 
Adjuncts of activity 458 
Adoration 120, 396 
Adrsta 94, 374-5. 392, 421 
Advaita 26, 28, 29, 58, 74, 86, 119, 
170, 308, 372 

Advaita-siddhi by Madhusudana 
Sarasvati 28, 60 
A dvaita texts 83 
Advaita, validity of 104 
Advaita Vedanta 28, 29, 60, 127, 
140, 174 fn., 186-7, 221, 223, 
387, 405 

Advaita Vedanta literature 28* 
African peoples 206 
After-life 524 
Agama-pramanya 48, 50 
Agarnas 47, 67-8, 391 
Agamic Sdivism 68 
Agantuka 40, 399 
Agastya Samhita 166 fn. 
Agastya-vrtti 26 

Agency belongs to intelligence 413 
Agency of the soul 416 
Agency of the soul real or super¬ 
imposed 414 
Agency, sense of 530 
Agent 213, 406, 413, 442, 505 
Agent, act, result—distinction of 
509 

Agent and enjoyer 30, 36, 42, 55, 
74, 80, 92, 100, 232, 415, 465, 466 
Agent and instrument 413-14 
Agent and non-agent 90 
Agent and object 143 
Agent, direct and indirect 415 
Aggregate of elements 489, 537, 541 
Aggregate of existing things 324, 

463 

Aggregate of matter 342, 383 
Aggregate of non-conscious and con¬ 
scious beings 330 
Aggregate soul 464 
Aggregate syllables of Veda 508 
Aggregates 378 


Aggregates, mental 383 
Aggregates, origination of 378 
Aggregation 537 
Agni 274, 305 
Agni-hotra 470, 532 
Agni Pur apa 519 
Agni-rahasya 477 
Agnostics 9, 167 
Ahalya’s body of stone 342 
A ham and ahar 478 
A ham brahmasmi 123 
Aham-kara 75 fn., 125, 318, 334-5, 
_ 372 , 394*425 

Ahavanlya fire 248 
Ahimsd 159, 160 
Ahirbudhnya-samhita 48, 49 fn. 
Aihikam 523 
Aikdrthya 12 
A iky a 88, 96 
Aim of religion 181 
Air is eternal 397 
Air, qualities of 376 
Air sprung from Akaba 399 
Aisvarya of the Lord 79, 97 
Aitareya Aranyaka II. 1. 6, 512; 
ii. 2. 4. 6, 490; 11. 4. 1. 1, 326, 
350* 47 6 * 560; II. 4. 1. 2, 252 fn.; 
II. 4. 2. 4, 428; III. 2. 4, 451; 
hi. 2. 4 .7,737 
Aitareya Brdhmana 163 
Aitareya Upanisad 320, 337 
Ajd 316 ff. 

Ajataiatru 321, 322, 323 
Ajati, doctrine of 29 
AjHdna 63, 222, 231 
A -kdma 218 

Akasa 209, 263, 271, 272, 277, 290, 
310, 314, 319, 323* 33 L 345 * 350 * 
380-1,397,398,423 
Akasa and air 397, 399 
Akaha, inside—and outside—29-23, 
296 

Akasa is an effect 397 ff. 

Akasa*s omnipresence and eternity 
398 

Akbar 137 fn. 

Akhap$a 94 
Akrta 550 
Akrti 303 

Ak§ara 89, 281, 289 ff., 314 
Ak$ara-Brahman 89, 91 
A k?aravrttify 1 78 fn. 
Ak?ara-samamndya 290 
Alagiyas, the 50 
Alambana cause 380 
Alavanddr (Ydmunacdrya) 50 
Alaya-vijfidna 386 
Alexander, Samuel 236 
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Alienation from reality 148 
Allah 58, 159, 172 
All-pervading 81, 99, 101-2, 175, 
274, 281, 290, 293, 296, 327, 
419, 461, 465, 472, 574 
All this is Brahman 233 
Alvars , the 49* 

Amalananda 28 
A-manava 546 
Ambara 290 
Amrtatvam 537 
Amka 46, 418, 460, 461 
Amsa and amkin 96, 211 
Amsa of Brahman 417 
Amurta forms of Brahman 87 
Anadi, Ananta 86, 138, 233 
Analogies 

Akasa and jars 42, 43, 245, 272, 
279, 288, 418-19, 455-6 
Attribute and substratum 327 
Cat and kitten 57 
Chariot 313, 315, 367-8 
Clay and pots 40, 290, 326, 331, 
340, 345-6, 349, 351, 366-7 
Conchshell and silver 52, 73, 141, 

233 , 379.444 
Devadatta and axe 394 
Dreams and illusions 138, 347 
Drums 324, 329 
Eye and light 37, 4T9 
Fire and heat 71, 124, 344 
Fire and sparks 43, 72, 91, 95, 
139 , 3 2 6 , 4 ° 4 , 417 , 445 
Flame and smoke 241, 298, 349, 
350 

Gold and its ornaments 40, 329, 
336 , 339 , 34 °, 350 - 1 , 526 
King meting out rewards and 
punishments 416 
Kings of different places 329, 392 
Lame man and blind man 370-1 
Lamp and darkness 174, 405,418, 
460 

Lamp and light 52, 8i, 327, 500 
Lamp and several flames 559 
Love of man and woman 168 
Magician 213, 252, 341 
Magnet and iron 367, 370 
Master and servant 76, 417, 429 
Milk and curds 326, 351, 357, 368 
Moon and second moon 233 
Ocean and foam 46 
Ocean and waves 38, 43, 79, 86, 
345, 348 

Oil from sand 350 
Potter and clay 260, 329, 352-3, 
356, 366-7, 391, 431 
Potter's wheel 531 


Analogies —continued 

Rain, seeds and plants 197, 352, 
354, 383-4, 416, 448 
Rivers and ocean 96, 209, 326 
Salt and sea 42 
Scorpions from dung 336-7 
Serpent and its coils 83, 98, 460 
Siva swallowing poison 166 
Snake and rope 120, 141, 296, 
332 

Son of a barren woman 138, 352 
Sons and fathers 95, 495 
Spider and its web 41, 91, 139, 
280, 332, 336 

Sprouts from horns of hare 382 
Sun and his rays 41, 83, 84, 98, 
46T, 526 

Sun looks straight or bent 418, 
420 

Thread, loom, cloth 189, 349, 353, 
374 - 5 . 4 °S 

Tree and its branches, etc. 98, 327, 

346-7 

Two birds on the same tree 83 
Young monkey and its mother 57 
Analogy, Thomistic doctrine of 262 
Ananda 91, 257, 260, 261 
Anandagiri 28, 30 fn., 77, 236, 

291, 306 fn., 335, 359, 433 " 4 , 459 , 

563 

Anandamaya 92, 257, 261 
Ananda-maya-dtmd 261 
Ananda-mayddhikarana 256 If. 
Anandatlrtna (Madhva) 60 
Ananda-vard’ ana 44 fn. 

Ananta 129, 130 
Ananyddhipati 87 
Anatma-vastu 32 
Ayava mala 77 
A navasdda 56 
Anavaslhd 30 
An$ajam 439 
Anekdnta-vada 388 
Angangivat-samyukta-bheda 326 
A ngira)} Smrti 179 
Anguish for beatitude 152 
A ngusfha-mdtrapurupa 310 
Angutiara Nikdya 208 fn. 

Animal life 150, 204, 539 
Animal nature 151 
Aniruddha 53, 100, 393, 395 
Anirvacanlya 33, 137 
Anista 437 
Anitya 40, 137 
Anna 257, 401 
Anna-may a 261 
Annihilation 81 
Anta^-karana 95, A 11 
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Anta-pratyayam 468 
Antarydmin 35, 63, 89, 278, 450 
Antecedent and consequent 380 
Anthropomorphic personifications 
134 

Antiquities 206 
Ayu 86, 77 

Avu-bha$ya (Madhva) 60, 237 fn. 
Anu-bhasya (Vallabha) 88 
Anubhava 108 
Anugraha 49, 69, 130 
Anu-krti 297 
Anumdna 113 fn. 

A n-upalabdhi 113 fn. 

A nusmrti 382 

Aiiu-vyakarana (Madhva) 234 

Anu-vyakhyana (Madhva) 61 

A nya-tattvam 462 

Apdna 309, 427 

Apantaratamas 487 

Apard-sakti 98, 99 

Apara-vidyd 280-1, 399, 556 

Aparijfteya 65 

Aparok$a-jndna 65 

Apasmdra-puru§a 130 

Apastamba Dharma Siitra 334, 436, 

Apastamba irauta Sutra 510 
Apauruseya 61, 241 
Apavarga 81 
Aphorisms 23, 24 
Apollonius of Tyana 201 fn. 
Apologia (Justin Martyr) 171, 250 
Apostolate of the future 213 
Appar 67 

Apparent reality 444 
Appaya D!k§ita 28, 66, 71, 74, 76, 
175 fn., 211, 214, 216 fn., 228, 
501, 526 

Apprehension of Brahman 79 
Apprehension of God 126 
Aprdkrta 79 
Aprthaktva 54 
Apta-vacana 113, 243 
Apurva 435, 466, 467, 477 
Apya 43 

Aquinas (See Thomas) 

Arabs 564 

Arddhana and drddhya 229 
Aranyakas, the 19 
Arberry, Professor 206 
Archangel Gabriel 112 
A rciradi-mdrga 485 
A rdha-narlsvara 128 
A rdh-kariri 59 

Argument from existence of laws 238 
Argument, positive and negative 
method of 386 


A r hats 150 

Aristotle 181, 188, 363 

Arjuna 175 

Arjun, Guru 59 

Aropa 231 

Arsa-jnana 106 

Art 111 

Art, India's 10 

Artabhaga 540 

Arteries and pericardium 447 

Artery from the head 540 

Artha, kdma 164 

Arthdpatti ii3fn. 

Arthavddas 505 
Arundhatl-nydya 254 
A-rupam, etc. 450 
A -samyukta-bheda-vuda 326 
Asanas 528 
Asariga 95, 121 
A sat 33, 320, 321 
Asat-kdrya-vddin 352 
Ascending Pranas 354 
Ascent and descent 438, 441 
Ascent to higher stages of life 
518-19 

Ascent to union 178 
Asmarathya 22 fn., 25, 45, 284, 

325 

Asoka 154 

Aspirants, higher and lower classes of 
36 

Asramas 516, 517, 518, 522 
A sfddasa-bheda-nirnaya (Ramanuja) 
50 fn. 

A std-dasa-rahasyartha-vivarana 57 
Astika and ndstika 20* 

Asti-kayas 388 
Asuras 319, 470 
Asuri 219, 333 
Asvaghosa 201fn. 

Asvapati 506 
Athanasius 131 
Atharvangirasa 241 
Atharvariikas 469 
Atharva Sikhd Upanisad 47 fn., 290 
A tharva-Siras Upanisad 69 fn. 
Atharva Veda 19, 125 fn., 417, 469 
Atheists 9, 167, 171, 239 
Attiaya, Attiayana 234, 351 
Ati-vddin 289 

Atma-brahmaikya-bheda-vdda 27 
Atma-darkana 116 
Atmaikatva 30 

Atman , the 122, 146, 205, 232, 286, 
_ 289, 319, 33i 

Atman and an-dtman 124 
Atman and Brahman 103 
Atmandtma-vastu-viveka 232 
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A tmdnusmarana 448 
Atma-svarupa-labha 81, 211 fn. 
Atom 400 
Atomic self 406 

Atomic size of soul 43, 81, 80, 92, 
101, 327, 406 ff., 559 
Atomic view not founded on Scrip¬ 
ture 332 

Atomic view of creation 373-5 
Atomicity belongs to buddhi 400 
Atomism 344, 360, 375 ff., 388 
Atoms 185, 236, 251, 360, 372, 

373-5.377.379 383.384 

Atreya 22 fn., 520 
Attachment 45, 65, 102 
Attachment and anger 86 
Attainment of Brahman 538, 353 
Attributes, destructive and fearful, 
480 

Attributes of deities 363 
Attributes of Fatherhood 477 
Attributes of non-conscious matter 
325 

Attributes of physical form of the 
Lord 492 

Attributes of Prana 472-3 
Attribution of limbs and body to 
Brahman 257 
Atyayita-bheda-vada 73 
Atydsrama 88 fn. 

Audulomi 22 fn., 25, 26, 43, 210, 
326,327,521,555 

Aumkara 291, 292, 471 ff., 504, 512 
Anm, meditation on 303 
Aum symbol of Brahman 290 
Aupddhika 40, 43 
A upddhika-bheddbheda-vdda 41 
Austerities 163, 177, 398, 486 
Authoritativeness of Veda 301 
Authority 230 
Authors of Vedas 241 
Antonomous validity 148 
Avacane ca brahma provaca i 20 
A vaccheda-vdda 420 
A vdeya 62 

Avadhuta Gita 121, 126 fn. 

A valokitekvara 219 
Ava$thita 328 
Avastutva 29 

Avatdras 58, 59, 93, ioo, 131, 174, 

A 175 

Avayava 257 
Aveiavataras 100, 478 
Ave$ti sacrifice 496 
Avici 248 

Avidya 21, 34-5, 40 ff., 55-6, 65, 
77, 85, 91, 99, 127, 142, 205, 
211, 222, 23O ff., 252, 276, 3I4, 

T 
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328, 348-9. 355, 361, 364, 367, 
37 -*. 379 . 381. 420, 534, 563 
Avidya, abode of 348 
A vidyd-sakti 98-9 
Avikrta-parinama 01 
Avirodha 24, 333 
Avisaya 232 
A-viveka 231 
Aviv eh in 125 

Avyakta 49, 54. 142, 313, 314, 315, 
33 o, 334 
A-vyayam 450 
A yarn dtmd brahma 231 
Ayatana 491 

Ayn al-quadat, a Sufi mystic 183 
Ayodhya 13T, 273 
Ayutasiddhi 377 


Badarayana 21 ff., 46-7, , 86, 

3 ° 5 . 4 (> 7 » 505. 507, 532 , 
547 . 55 L 555 . 557 

Badari 22 fn., 28, 284, 437, 547 -8, 
550L556 
B.ih v a 454 
Baladeva passim 
Balaki 322 
Uala-sakti 98 
Bar Kokhba 112 
Barth, Karl 105, 151), 172 fn., 

178 fn., 236 
Basava 68 
Bauddha system 380 
Bauddha thinkers 433 
Beal, Samuc 1 (Tr.) 201 fn. 

Becoming 187, 189, 212 
Behaviourists 235 
Being 7, 33, 70, 119-20, 132, 143 
Being and Becoming 119, 177 
Being, consciousness and bliss 81, 
89, 90, 99 

Being and Non-being 128, 131, 139. 
146, 150 

Bengal Vaisnavism 66, 97 
Bergson, Henri 106, T99, 235, 244 
Bethlehem 171, 174 fn. 

Beyond Ethics 165* 

Beyond good and evil 530 
Bhagavad-drddhana-hrama (Rama¬ 
nuja) 47 

Bhagavadgltd 317, 327 fn., 329, 334, 
363 - 4 . 407. 4*2, 4*5 ff-. 429 ff. 
Bhagavadgltd II. 24, 465; III. 25, 
454; IV. 2, 554; IV. 3 and 7, 
509; IV. 14, 509; IV. 19, 509; 
V. 10, 575; V. 17, 511; VI. 1, 
516; VI. 11-12, 528; VI. 45, 
523; VII. 7, 456; VII. 17-19, 
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563; VII. 21-22, 467; VII. 23, 
435; Mil. 6, 320; VIII. g, 431, 
434; VIII. 13-10, 563; VIII. 23 
-24, 544; VIII. 24, 277; VIII. 
26, 486; IX. 10, 454; 5O2; X. 3 
and 42, 454; X. 42, 26b; 362; 
XI. 53 - 4 . 45 «; XII. q, 5^51 XIII. 
3, 425; XIII. 12, 434; XIII. 
13, 271; XIII. 14, 504; XIII. 
31, 295; XIV. 2, 297; XIV. 
■2b— y, 362; XV. b, 3b2; XV. 6 
and 12, 297; XV. 7-8, 433; XV. 
17, 434; XV. 18, 434; XVIII. 
36, 509; XVIII. 1, o. 272; XVIII. 
bi, 45b 

Bhaga van 49, 94 
Bhdgavata doctrines 47 
Bhdgavata-Mahdtmya 167 fn. 
Bhdgavata Parana 49, 8 8, 89, 93 
95, 96, 158 fn., 160, 164 fn., 

ibb, 168, 169, 175 fn., 198, 210, 

214.255 

Bhdgavatas, the 47, 64 fn. 
Bhagavuta-tutpavya (Madhva) 6 1 
Bhdgavata view 393 fn. 
Bhakta-vatsala 79 
Bhakti 37, 50, 36 ff., 60, 65, 88, 

92, 96, 102, 167-8, 255, 501 
Bhakti and knowledge 169* 

Bhakti cult 47 

Bha/di-dhydna-pranidhdna 4 58 
Bhakti is prema, sevd 92, 102 
Bhakti-mdrga 153 
Bhakti-mdrtdnda ( Gopesvara) 

108 fn. 

Bhakti only means to salvation 92 
Bhakti , Vallabha’s two forms of 93 
Bhdmati (Vacaspati Misra) 23 fn., 
2 5» 2 8, 35, 40 fn., 66 fn., 127 fn., 
142, 208, 215 fn., 227, 231 fn., 
232, 241-2, 247 fn., 248 fn., 

278, 286, 293 fn., 327 fn., 332 fn., 
346 fn. 

Bhdradvdja 305 
Bharadvaja-sariihita 57 fn. 
Bhartr-hari 26 fn., 135, 160 fn. 
Bhartr-mitra 26 fn. 

Bhartr-prapanca 26 fn., 83 

Bharuci 47 

Bha-riipah 297 

Bhasa-pariccheda 107 

Bhaskara passim 

Bhasma and Linga 88 fn. 

Bhattacarya, Prof. SiddheSvar 12 

Bhdva 69, 327 

Bhavdni 170 

Bheda 61, 452 

Bheda and abheda 39 


Bheddbheda 25 ff., 45 If., 83, 86, 326. 

358 

Bhcddbheddtmaka-visistddvaita 2 7 
Bhedabheda-vdda 39, 78 
Bheda-vdda 93 
Bhinna-sakti 86 
Bhlsma 393 fn., 543 
Bhogya 71 
Bhogya-Uikti. 41 
Bhoja 290 
Bhoktr 78, 80 
Bhoktr-sakti 41 
Bhramava-klla-nydya 87 
Bhrdnti 231 
Bhrgu 300, 487 
Bhiitnan is Brahman 288-9 
Bhutdkdsa 292 
Bhuta-yoni 280, 281, 332 
Biblical Religion and the Search for 
Ultimate Reality (Paul Tillich) 
112 fn., 113 fn. 

Biblical tradition 171 
Blja condition 54 
Bimba 455 

Binary compound 373, 376 
Biographia Literaria (Coleridge) 
394 fn. 

Biological causation 202 
Biological impulse 111 
Biological laws 155 
Birth and death 86, 191, 210, 215, 
3 (, B 3 i<>, 354 , 3 h 2 , 403-4 
Birth and Rebirth 29, 92 
Blakney, R. B. (Tr.) 209 fn. 

Bliss 32, 35, 66, 69, 70, 76, 91-2, 
94, 98-9, 125, 180, 196, 212, 
221, 227, 257-8, 280, 321, 363, 

454.457 ff -. 462-3.468-9,473 ft.. 

480, 487-8, 528, 561-2 
Bodhayana 27, 48 
Bodhdyana-vrtti 47 
Bodily resurrection 189, 206, 558 
Body 159, 231, 296, 442, 450-1, 
474, 477, 482, 485-6, 498, 528, 

530-1.535.537 ff-. 542,553.558 

Body and mind 144 
Body and sense organs 556-7 
Body, definition of 341-2 
Body, injured—and death 340 
Body, mind, spirit 147, 195, 313 
Body of the Lord 454 
Body, soul's departure from 
482 ff. 

Boehme 109, 172, 177 

Bondage 21, also fn., 26, 31, 41, 43, 

45. 5 °. 55. 62 ff-. 74 ff-. 81 ff-. 

91, 95, 100-1, 130, 196, 212, 
222-3, 234, 242, 272, 275, 290, 
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296, 308, 311, 314, 327, 347, 
44O, 481-2, 485, 40<i, 530, 55«. 
553 . 558 

Bondage and Release 216, 315. 38 } 
Bradley, F. H. 106, 115, 142, 203 
Brahma 41, 48, 64, 124, 131*, 133, 
170, 173, 216, 221, 248, 291- 2, 
294. 3 * 3 . 390 , 431, 485, 549, 5<>o 
Brahma-bhdva 222 
Brahma-car in 519 
Brahma-carin's duties 322 
Brahma-carya 104, 510, 523 
Brahma-datta 26 fn. 

Brahma-egg 431 

Brahma-jijiiasci 103, 227, 230, 234 
Brahma-jndna 223 
Brahma- knower, death of, 481 ff., 541 
Rra/mifl-knowledge 92, 1O4, 306, 

517, 524 f., 330 fl. 

Brahma-loka 38, 30, 133, 137, 218, 
221, 291, 293, 453, 482 3, 529. 
538 . 540 . 543 . 545 . 547 557 . 

559 ~h°. 5^3 
Brahma-mJmdiiisd 21 
Brahman 21, 24, 25, 30*, 92, 94*, 
120, 122, 123 6, 137, 140-1, 143, 
15O, 165, 1 74 fn., 208 
Brdhmana 1O2, 301, 315, 517, 328 
Brahman abiding within heart 478 
Brdhmana converts 172 fn. 
Brdhmanahood 324 
Brahman and the World 80* 
Brahmaiias, the 19, 22, 154, 163, 
164 fn., 513, 316 
Brdhmanas and Ksatriyas 274 
Brahman creative principle 41, 355 
402 

Brahman (derivation) 233-4 
Brahman described in negative terms 
3^1 

Brahman dispenser of rewards 467 
Brahman, enjoying soul, objects of 
enjoyment 345-6 
Brahman free from imperfections 
450-1, 454 

Brahman fruit of all mediations 502 
Brahman ground of multiplicity 359 
Brahman has no progenitor 400 
Brahman- hood 22 fn. 

Brahman immediate consciousness 
(sdksin ) 30 

Brahman in causal state 358 
Brahman is drasfd 32 
Brahman is one without a second 
462 ff. 

Brahman is partless 358 
Brahman is the totality of selves 41 
Brahman, livara 30, 126, 127, 261 
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30, 34-5 

Brahman, nature of 234, 449 ff. 
Brahman priests 504 
Brahman's ‘body’ 208 
Brahman’s causality 30, 61, 321 fl., 

334 A-, 345 - 6 . 35 °. 355 , 453 
Brahman's independence 339 
Brahmans nature not violated by 
causality 335 

Brahman source and support of the 
universe 30, 258, 280 
Brahman the Absolute 118* 
Brahman three forms of (Vallabha) 
89 

Brahman, two meanings of 549 
Brahman, updddna-kdrana 30 
Brahman with form and without 
45 °. 45 - 2-3 

Brahman without determination 
156, 259 

Brahman without symbol 550 
Brahma-pari ndma-vdda 45 
Brahma-prdpti 243 
Brahma-pur a 293 
Brahma Bur ana 164 
Brahmarupa 90 
Brahma-saksdthdra 87 
Brahma-samhitd 169, 454 
Brahma-sampradaya 61 
Brahmasamstha 511 
Brahmasiddhi 149 
Brahma Sutra 10, 12, 19 IT., 22 ff., 
23*, 60, 89, 103 4, 113, 117, 124, 
205, 210, 215, 229, 235, 237, 251, 
269. 433 , 563 

Brahma Siitra- Date and Author 
22* 

Brahma-svarupa-labha 81 
Brahma-svarupa. sdksdtkdra 108 
Brahmatva 96 
Brahma-vadinis 164 
Brahma-vid brahmaiva bhavati 227, 
267 

Brahma-vidyd 479-80, 494 
Breath 267, 340, 458 
Breath, mind, all sense-organs 394 
Breath of life 264, 282 
Brhaddranyaka Upanisad passim 
Brhad-bhasya (Vallabha) 88 
Brhad-dharma-purdna 164 
Brhad-V asistha 251 fn. 
Brhan-ndradlya-purana 358 
Brhat-samhitd 23 fn. 
Brhat-£dnti-stotra 564 
Bridge to immortality 288 
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Buddha, the 38,108fn., 111-13,123, 
134, 144, 170-r, 181, 183, 201 f.n. 
i*4, 144, 170-1, 181, 183, 

201 fn., 246, 393 

Buddha-cavita (Asvagho$a) 201 fn. 
Buddha-vacana 113 
Buddhi 43, 95, 125, 132, 275, 288, 
3 T 3 » 3 * 6 . 3 i 8 . 4 ° 9 . 4 J 3 . 4 * 5 . 4 l8 - 
420, 423 

Buddhism 129, 136, 378, 387 
Buddhists 20 fn., 57, 94, 115, 380 f., 
39h 

Buddhist system 135 
Buddhist Taniras 393 
Buddhist theory of momentary 
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Buddhist view of impermancncv of 
self 31 

Budge, E. A. Wallis 132 
Bunyan 8 

Caesar 206 

Caitanya 97, 232, 498, 555 
Caitraratha 307 
Cakrayana, Sage 515 
Calmness 227, 514, 522 
Calvin 191 

Cambridge Modern History 7 fn. 
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234 
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Mimamsd 494, 496 
Carmelites 173 fn. 

Carvakas 84, 498-9 
Castes 57-9, 67, 87, 162, 173 fn., 
299, 306-7, 309, 391 
Caste system 162* 

Categories 137, 176, 178 
Categories of faith 249 
Categories of religious thought 131 
Categories, Vaisesika 377 
Cathari, the 206 
Catuji-slokl 50 
Catullus 152 fn. 

Causal connection 337, 384 
Causal efficiency 382 
Causal power 325 
Causal state of Brahman 41, 42, 
33 °. 358 

Causal substance ( updddna) 34, 350 

Causality 29, 241, 379 
Causality of Brahman 237, 335 
Causality of Sakti 394, 396 
Causality of Supreme Self 317 
Causation 72, 202, 357 
Cause and effect 30, 35, 40, 54, 


80, 101, 195, 287, 314, 318, 327, 
33 E 336 “ 7 i 339 - 40 . 349 . 351-2. 
354 . 373 . 376 - 7 . 3«o, 382, 395, 
400, 446, 462, 556 
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312 

Cause of evil 233 
Cause of salvation 498 
Cause of the Universe 39, 64, 84, 
99, 127, 256, 317, 333, 450, 454 
Cause, parindma 35 
Cause, saha-kari 35 
Cause supporting all effects 290 
Cause, uncaused first 287 
Cause, vivarta 35 
Ceremonial observances 280 
Ceremonial piety 37, 155, 177 
Cessation of activity 229 
Cessation of experience 54 t 
Cessation of karma 485 
Cetana and acetana 74, 338 
Chain of works 276, 530 
Chdndogya Upanisad passim 
Change 90,368 
Change and diversity 34 
Changeless reality 187 
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553 ff. 

Charity 160, 173, 203 
Chastity 164, 519 
Chevalier, Jacques 106 
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Childlike state 521-2 
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Christ 151 fn., 171, 242 fn., 250 
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Christian mysteries 250 
Christian Mysticism (Inge) 208 fn. 
Christian mystics 171 
Christians 10, no, 112-13, IJ 5 . I 5°. 

171-2, 206, 250 
Christian thought 108 
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249fn. 
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Cin-matra 31, 77 
Cit 53 

Cit and acit 45, 71, 78 ff 
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290, 293, 473, 475 
Citta 425 
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323 , 325. 37 8 * 5M» 559 
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Cognitions 32, 52, 124, 377, 384 fl. 
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Cognitive consciousness 499 
Cognitive experience 126 
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Coleridge 118, 194 fn. 
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Colossians 182 

Combination of knowledge and work 
508 
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471, 501 ff. 
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mind 535 
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23 ff., 39 ft., 442, 490 
Commentary on Romans (Barth) 
178 fn. 
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ledge) 243 

Communion of the Christian with God 
116 fn. 

Communion with God 121, 209 
Community of ideals 250 
Complaint of world-negation 156* 
Complete intuition, knowledge 534, 
54° 
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373* 376 

Concentration 37, 175, 177, 253, 
277* 449 , 528-9 
Concept of visesa 97 
Concepts 261 

Concepts and categories 137 
Conceptual thought 84, T24, 438 
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152 fn. 

Concordance of texts 320, 333 
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Conduct 194, 436, 441 
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Confessions (Augustine) 120 
Conflicting smrtis 333 
Conformity 161, 165 
Confrontation of man and God 563 
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421 


'Conjecture' (Nicholas of Cusa’s) 
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Conjunction 367, 373-4, 377, 391 , 
442, 446, 516 
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421 
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Conscious ego 200, 222, 231, 25t 
Conscious life 190 
Conscious memory 200 
Consciousness 32, 35, 45, 55, 70, 
90, 107, T24, 145, 177, 199, 205, 
242, 276, 411, 425, 457-8, 498-9, 
500, 554, 559 

Consciousness not a quality of the 
body 499 
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Conscious reality 251 
Conscious subject 188, 382 
Consequent and antecedent 380 
Consistency 265, 527 
Consummation of the world 219 
Contemplation 107, 111*, 178, 247, 
248, 458, 474, 526, 560 
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effect 352 

Continuity of experience 448 
Contradictions 149, 555 
Contradictions in Bhagavata view 
, 395 

j Contradictions in sacred texts 468 
Contradictory attributes 388 
Contradictory forms 460 
Contradictory natures 449 
Contrary works 523 
Control 49T, 522 
Controller and the controlled 94 
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Co-ordination of knowledge and 
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Corinthians 131, 182, 189, 213 fn., 
214 fn., 242 fn., 245 fn. 

Corporal deity 301 

Corporate salvation 218 
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457. 4 <>o 
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Cosmic abyss 129 
Cosmic activity 210, 212 
Cosmic destiny 220, 221 
Cosmic end 237, 256 
Cosmic energies 142 
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Cosmic harmony 220 
Cosmic imagination 138 
Cosmic life 7 50 
Cosmic millenia 220 
Cosmic period 303 
Cosmic plan, order, 134, 219, 221 
Cosmic plurality 457 
Cosmic process 128, 132-3, i jo, 

i|3. I 57» 181. 2Ji, 214, 213, 
219, 22 1, 236, 238, 36O 
Cosmic religion 238 
Cosmic Spirit 147, 220, 428, 501 
Cosmological argument 230 
Cosmology 11 

Cosmos, the 3.;, 194, 212, 223, 3*73 
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Craving and hatred 158, 170 
Creation 41, 54, 62, 70, 84, 91*, 
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tion 62, 70, 75, 81, 93, 95, 271, 
3°3» 3". 369, 371. 375. 392, 
5 f >°. 5 <>* 
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3 69 

Creation of Akdsa 399, 423 
Creation out of atoms 374 
Creative activity, man’s 155 
Creative activity of God 143, 160, 
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Creative freedom, man’s 146, 135, 

199 

Creative freedom of the Absolute 
221 

Creative intuition ti 6, 157 
Creative will 111, 126, 152 
Creativity 237 

Creator, the 90, 98, 141, 241, 254, 
255. 3*8, 320, 322, 362, 442 
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Creature-creators 155 
Creatures 293 
Creed, materialist 9 
Criticism of Maya 84* 

Crito 187 fn. 

Crucifixion 182 
Cruelty 416, 466 
Cruelty (attributed to God) 74 
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Culika Upanisad 3-7, 317; 330 
Cycle of birth and rebirth 64, 77 
Cycle of Samsara 78 
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Dasa-slokl (Nimbarka) 78 
! David 112 

Death T90, 200, 205, 274, 295, 304, 
347. 352, 432. 434. 43^-7. 45b 
475. 482, 485 if., 497. 409, 505. 
514, 329 ff., 539 ff-, 543. 559 
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immortality 192* 

Deeds 194, 275, 286, 312, 415-16, 

429. 435. 437. 44 b 445. 45<b 
466-7, 482, 480, 530 ff., 538 
Deeds, forbidden 437 
Deeds, fruit of 218, 429, 435, 438, 
440, 465-6 

I Deeds, good and evil, of a tmikta 
j 481-2 

j Deeds, obliteration of 482-3 
I Deepest self 81, T7T, t 79 
i Deep sleep 31-2, 36, 85, 124-5, 

127, 145, 255, 289, 295-6, 311, 

; 322- 3. 34 b 4 ° 5 , 410, 414. 430. 

s 447 - 8 . 451, 538, 541-2, 559 

, De Incarnatione (Athanasius) 131 
| De I side (Plutarch) 109 
j Deities 65, 210, 277, 278, 282 ff., 
428 (See Divinities) 

Democracy 163 
Democritus 360 fn. 

Departed souls 433, 542-3, 545 
Departure from the body 311-12, 
328, 427, 482 ff., 535, 542 ff. 
Descartes 104, 152 
Desire for knowledge 227 ff., 516 
Desires 124, 152, 194, 211, 213, 216, 
260,30.1,314,370,378-9,415, 
4-13. 49 1 . 502-3. 538. 554. 56° 
Detachment 155, 158, 175, 178 
Determinate Brahman 125, 261-2, 
49b 502 

Determinations 63, 76, 125-6, 152, 
256, 291 
Devala 332 

Devangere Inscription 88 
Deva-ydna 277, 545 
Devi Bhdgavata 123 
Devi Mahdtmya 251 
Devotion 25, 57, 65-6, 82, 92, 99, 
101-2, 169-70, 175, 255, 264, 
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Dharma 115, 146, 154-5, 158, 161, 
164, 193, 220, 227-8, 343 
Dharmavyadha 308 
Dhydna 87, 102, T77, 514, 528 
Dhyana-mdrga 153, 175* 

Dhydna Yoga 179 
Dialogue with Trypho (Justin Martyr) 
171 

Dickinson, G. Lowes 206 fn. 
Difference and non-difference 45-6, 
72 - 3 > 79 , 82-3, 100-1, 314, 

326-7, 358, 460-1, 463 
Difference between Brahman and 
world 336 ff. 

Differenceless Brahman 84 
Different forms of Brahman 455 
Differentiation 446, 455 
Different Ways to Fulfilment 153* 
Dionysus the Areopagite 180 
Direct intuition 211, 230, 281, 336, 
459, 563 

Direct knowledge of (rod 05, 116, 
459, 496, 498 

Discipline 103, 152, 159, 176, 228, 

483 

Discrimination 227, 281, 295, 509 
Discursive reason 108, 232 
Disembodied soul 483, 560 
Dispassion 158, 21^7, 432 
Disqualification of Sudras 30(7 
Dissolution 44, 49, 78, 96, 99, 221, 
303, 330. 339, 341-2. 374-5, 393. 
402, 446, 549 (See Pralaya) 

Difthi 20 fn. 

Diversity 76, 364, 527, 559, 560 
Divine ideas (Plato) 197, 239 
Divine in man 186-7, t8o 
D ivine Ikvara, communion with 
209* 

Divine light 150, 174 
Divine mission 487 
Divine personality, presence 130, 
167, 306, 314 
Divine power 134, 317 
Divine purpose 214 
Divine speech 115, 301 ff. 

Divine wisdom 106, 114, 127 
Divinities 131, 30T, 304-5, 323, 337, 
428-9, 434~5, 466-7, 475, 493, 
543* 546-7* 552, 559 
Doctrine of eternal damnation 
(Madhva) 65 


Doctrine of lay a 535 
Doctrine of momentariness 378 
Dogmas 116, 118, 170 
Dogmatic exclusiveness 250 
Dostoievsky 184 
Dr a m i d a-bhasya 48, 346, 5O0 
Dramidacarya 4 7-8 
Dravidacarya 30 fn. 

Dream, dreamer, dream states passim 
Drg-drsyu-viveka 32 fn. 
Drstadyumna 439 
Dualism 30, 61, 68, 97, 128, 142, 
311, -15 8 

Duality 29, 40, 78, 85, ny, ui, 
125, 137, 2 95 , 3 2(> 

Duality in Human Nature 144* 
Durgd 60 

Duties 333, 511, 516 ff. 

Duties of the Asramas 516 
Duties of Brahma-cdrin 522 
Dvaita 26-7, 61, 86 
Dvaiiddvaita 27, 82, 83 
Dvaitddvaita-vdda 78 
Dying man 535-6 

Earth 376, 432, 439, 528 
Earthly prosperity 36, 158, 228 
East and West 8, no, 167, 205, 24 5 
Eastern philosophy 7, 458 
Eastern religions 206 
Ecclesiasticus 1 11 
Eckhart no, 125, 208 fn., 218 fn. 
Economic man job 
Effect (See Cause and effect) 

Ego 96, to7, 124-5, M°* 148-9, 195, 
T98, 213, 222 

Egoism 75 fn., 158, 213, 522 
ligyptian Ideas of the Future Life 
(Wallis Budge) 132 
Egyptians J32 fn., t8j 
Einstein 238 
Ekagvatd 529 
Fka-jlva-vdda 222 
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Eknath 170 
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Elements 35, 53, 238 fn., 282 ff., 
3 1 4 * 34 ' 2 * 378 , 381, 397 , 41°* 
43 * ff-* 452 , 474, 489, 499, 

537 - 8 , 541 
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213,508 
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Empedocles 109, 203 fn. 

Empirical life 370, 505, 538 
Empirical reality 233, 444 
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257. 324. 507 

Empirical world 232, 343, 443 
Encyclopaedia of Religions and 
Ethics 119 

Ends and means 174, 464, 524 
Energies 71, 74, 79, 84, 100, 128, 
142, 258, 562 
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231, 322, 324, 33 m, 345-6, 361, 
387, 414, 421-2, 453, 533-4, 545, 
548 . 558 , 5^2 

Enlightened, the 111,-212, 485 
Enlightenment 21, 153, 181, 213, 
269, 486 

Enneads (Plotinus) 186, 220, 238 fn. 
Enquiry regarding Brahman 227 ff. 
Entities, seven—of Jainism 387 
Entity 139, 382-3, 393 
Environment 192-3, 195-6 
Epics, the 300, 303, 307 
Epicurus 109 

Epistemological enquiry 230 
Epistles 109 
Equality of sexes 59 
Equanimity 178, 213, 227 
Equilibrium of Gnnas 89, 99, 223, 

2 5 2 . 3 (> 7 > 37 1 "3 
Er, myth of 205 
Eschatological speculations 185, 
203 

Eternal and non-eternal 30, 229, 
3 bi, 473 

Eternal Being 137, 248, 458 
Eternal bliss 82, 227 
Eternal damnation 65, 219 fn. 
Eternal existence of cause 352 
Eternal life 128, 134, 146, 185*, 191, 
207, 210, 280, 507 
Eternal Logos 141, 171 
Eternal types 303 
Eternity 79, 104, 186, 120 fn., 207, 
215, 220 

Eternity of the Vedas 115, 241, 303 
Ether 209, 273, 292 ff., 310, 440, 
444 

Ethical v. spiritual view-point 186 
Ethics, ethical 61, 103-4, 152 ff., 
159, 165-6, 186, 191, 195, 198, 
228, 234, 381, 563 
Evans-Wentz, \V. Y. 205 
Everlasting torment 197 
Evil 153, 155, 175, 195, 214, 230, 
239, 272-3, 311, 346, 354 ff., 362, 
429, 562 £f. 

Evil deeds, doers 312, 438 9, 441 
Evil is self-defeating 197 


Evolution 103, 138, 188, 238 
Evolution of cosmos 321, 393 
Evolution, spontaneous 366 
Exaltation 441, 523, 526 
Exhaustion of works, virtue 533-4, 
559 

Existence 104, 149, 337 . 5 26 , 557 ~ 8 
Existence—forms, grades of 91, 397 
Existent and non-existent 120, 124, 
353 

Existential 104, 177 
Existentialism 125, 156, 167, 387 
Existentialism and Humanism (Jas¬ 
pers) 172 fn. 

Experience 8, 30 ft., 41, 63, 73, 76, 
81, 114-15, 124. 147 . 1 75 . 179 ~ 
80, 188, 192, 198, 200, 230-1, 
241, 245, 269, 329-30, 351, 375, 
392, 440, 449, 492, 54 1 * 558 
Experience and Interpretation 114* 
Experience, different spheres of 
4*9 ff-. 3 8 5 

Experience, remembered 385 
Expiation 197, 519 
External authority 230, 245 
External World 53, 85, 99, 378, 
384 A. 

Ezekiel i8t 
Face of God 239 

Faith 11, 37, 67, 7 b, 87, 105, 108, 
120, 157, 177, 230, 234, 245, 249, 
* 5 >. 434 . 48t>, 533 
Faith and Belief 11b* 

Faith of a Moralist (Taylor) 117 fn. 
Faraday, Michael 117 
Easting 59, 158, 491-2, 514, 518 
Fearlessness 261, 276-7 
Feelings 32, 378 

Final release 216, 248, 251, 265, 275, 
306,326.347.371-2,383,415, 
497-8,468,485,514,523-4,538 
(See Release) 

Final state of soul (Jaina) 389 
Fire 282 ff., 297, 318, 376, 398, 
400, 483, 494, 495 . 497. 538 
Fire, water, earth 317-18, 350, 360, 
397. 43L 433. 537 
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E'ive kinds of knowers 216 
Five organs 425 

Food 260, 274, 398, 475, 491, 514, 
519 , 561 
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Four ends of man (Purusartha) 505 
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Four forms of A ksava- Brahman 89, 
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Four stages of life 510, 522 
Four states of consciousness 1 4 5 
Fourth Gospel 182, 185 
Free choice, will 100, 148, 155 
Freed souls 65-6, 75, 81, 87, 101, 
209, 213, 215, 222, 2»)5, 31 1, 
346, 481, 483, 485, 562 
Freedom 119, 126, 140, 148, 167, 
196, 209, 222, 316, 446, 501 550. 
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Freedom from rebirth 210 
Freud 132, 199, 235 
Fruit of knowledge 24, 21 f, 213, 
248, 482, 507, 523 4 
Fruit of meditation 465, 467 -8 302, 
520-1 

Fruits, non-desire for 228 
Fruits of ritual 248, 412, 527 
Fulfilment, Different Ways to, 153* 
Full man 213 

Fundamentalism 112111.243 
Future Life 183* 

Future life (Kant) 186 
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Galatians 165 
GaneSa 6o, 134 
Garbha Upanisad 317 
Gargl 517 
Garuda Pur ana 194 
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Gautama 305, 308 
Gautama-Dharma-tastr a 308 
Gautama Dharma Sutra 436 
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Gdyatrl Mantra 178, 264-5 
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Generalisations from experience 359 
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Gilson, Etienne 234 
Gltd-bhusana (Baladeva) 97 
Glta-govinda (Jayadcva) 82 
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50 

Gltd-tdtparya (Madhva) 229 fn. 
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Gnosis 108 
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Goal, the 129, 172, 230, 

3i5-16, 527, 558 
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God and man 101, 121, 130, 148, 
1 55 . 17 1 

God and Problem of Evil 35 \ ft. 

God as sweet and majestic 484-5 
God created man in his own image 
150 

God is principle of intelligence 369 
God, life in 21 
God not partial 416 
God, surrender to 82 
Goddess of Learning 38, 244 
Godless universe 167 
God-man 65, 103 
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Gods and sages 300, 357 
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ledge 299 ft. 

God’s causality 77, 390, 393 
God’s love 59, 143 
Gods, path of the 483 -4, 545, 547 
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God’s self-contemplation 363 
God's will 140-1 
Goethe 240 

Golden Person 261, 271, 471 
Good and evil 160, 286, 481, 530 
Gopfila-purva-tcipani Upanisad 454 
Gopdla-uttara-tdpanl Upanisad 495 
Gopesvara 168 fn. 
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Govinda-bhasya (Baladeva) 83 fn., 
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Govindananda 28, 267 
Grace of God 50, 64, 6 q, 74, 78-9, 
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Gradual release 37, 223, 292, 549, 
55i. 661 
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Greece, Greeks in, 238-9, 250 
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Greek philosophy 171, 249 ff. 
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Grevillc, Fulke 152 fn. 
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84, 99, 296, 389 
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Guthrie 203 fn. 
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Haii-vanisa 53 fn. 

Hari-vyasa-deva 97 
Harmonisation {See Samanvaya) 
Hatha Yoga 159 
Hatred, renunciation of 442 
Haya-grlva-ln ahniu-vidyd 26 
Heaven 03, 180, 206, 249, 286, 318, 

435 . 437 . A t>( >- ' 197 . 539 
Hebrews 112, 131, 242 fn. 

Hebrew scriptures 102 fn. 

Hegel 129 

Heidegger 143, 147, 156 
Hemacandra 26 
Heraclitus 104, 123, 171, 250 
Heredity 162, 193, 201. 202 
Hermann nOfn. 

Higher and lower knowledge 127, 
280, 281, 553 

Higher, Highest Brahman, Reality 
passim 

Higher stages of life, ascent to 519 
Higher than the high 281, 32O, 471 
Higher v. lower self (Neoplatonists) 

Highest Brahman v. qualified 449 
Highest experience 96, iio, 245 
Highest goal 207, 540 
Highest human good 21 1 
Highest Intelligent Self 315 
Highest Light 295, 310, 553, 555, 
562 

Highest Person— Reality— Self 
passim 

11Tnayana systeni 113 
Hindu ethics (McKenzie) 156 fn. 
Hinduism 59, 129, 131, 135, 172, 
203, 2O9 

Hindu life-stream 269 
Hindu metaphysics 156, 215 
Plindu tendency to reconcile 68 
Hindu thinkers, thought 7, 105, 

113, 129, 185, 188, 217 
Hindu tradition 21, 170 
Hindus, the to, iq, 58, 156, 172-3, 
203, 206 


Hiranya-garbha 44, 71. 132-3, 143, 
223, 236, 240, 259 ft., 282, 291-2, 
313. 334. 4-23. 4*8. 431. 47 6 . 

548 ff., 562 

Hiriyanna, Prof. M. 83 
Historical process 133, 220 
History of Philosophy and Philosophi¬ 
cal Education (Gibson) 234 
History of religion 175 
History of the Doctrine of Rebirth 
205* 

History, universal 7 fn. 

H itopadesa 158 fn. 

Holy Spirit 209 fn., 246 
Homeric Gods: The Spiritual Signi¬ 
ficance of Greek Religion (Otto) 
1 39 

Honey meditation 305 
Householders 157, 163, 509-10, 513, 
518,544 

Houseless wanderer (See Samnydsin) 
Human and animal life 202 
Human beings 81, 145 ff., 150, 155, 
158, 189, 104, 214, 307, 442, 
498. 563 

Human bliss 462 3 
Human fulfilment 181, 315 
Human history 220 
Human language 145, 207 
Human life 103, 126, 135, 136, 156, 
202, 205, 210,241 
Human Life, purpose of 151 
Human mind 138, 195, 207, 235, 344 
Human nature 163, 166, 192 
Human self 56, 146, 152, 158, 184, 
187, 239, 468 
Human society 250 
Human spirit 10, 118, 137, 163 
Human thought 104, 156, 161, 242 
Human unity n8, 148, 164, 213, 
219 

Humanism 173 

Humanity, mankind 111, 136, 160, 
240 

Hume 144, 147 
Humility 26 
Husband 324, 325 
Hypothesis 262 
Hypothesis of Rebirth 198 

Iamblichus 151 
I am Brahman 458, 460, 525 
I and Thou 119, 122, 124 
I bn Arabi 183 
Idealism 181 
Ideal personality 166-7 
Idea of Immortality (Pringle Pattison) 
198 
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Ideas io, 31, 103, 145, 384, 386, 443 
Ideas at death 529, 547 
Identity 25, 37, 73, 79, 211, 327-8, 
39 t , 44°. 4^0" 1, 4^8, 495. 197* 
5^6, 554 

Identity in difference 81 
Identity of cause and effect 341. 
344 

Identity of God with Maya 358 
Identity of self with Brahman, God 
31, 38, 45, 68, 210, 216, 222, 347, 
417 

Ignorance 21, 62, 63, 74, 91, 208, 
212, 215, 232, 276, 279, 328, 355, 
359 , 37 8 ~ 9 . 418-19, 447-8, 450, 
459. 464, 484 If., 522, 525, 534, 

537 * 54 1 > 54 8 - 550, 553 
1 hamutra-phala-bhoga-viruga 3 7 
Illumination 108, 112, 169, 530 
Illusion 33, 52, 91, 138, 233, 384 
Images 115, 273, 300, 477 {Sec 

Symbols) 

Image Worship 48, 173 
Imitation of Christ 123 fn. 
Immediacy and clarity 106 
Immediate knowledge 116, 385 
Immediate release 44, 551 
Immortal 318, 464, 488 
Immortality 185, 188, 215, 268, 
276-7, 286/288-9, 324-5* 5 l 1 * 

537 ff- 550 

Impassioned intuition 244 
Imperfection 221, 340, 390, 418, 
450-1, 462 

Impersonal reason 187 
Impressions 383-4, 386, 531 
Impurity 74, 513 
Inattention 519 

Incarnation 100, 174, 418, 420, 497 
{See A vatdras) 

Indeterminate Brahman 261-2, 292 
India 10, 131, 161, 563 
Indian canon of religion 10 
Indian Christians 173 fn. 

Indian Christians of St. Shorn as 
(Brown) 173 fn. 

Indian Church 173 fn. 

Indian culture 7, 10, 157, 162 
Indian philosophy 7, 67, 116, 135, 
223 

Indian Philosophy (Radhakrishnan) 

353 fn. 

Individual and the world 192 
Individuality 126, 200, 215 
Individuals and types 302 
Individual Self 36*, 95*, 144 
Individual soul 26, 42*, 64*, 100*, 
159 , I 9 P 208, 291, 459 
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Individual, the 34, 107, 142, 205, 
208 

Individuation 2 it, 41 i 
Indra 134, T70, 267, 295, 300, 303, 
305. 493 . 54 b 
Indriyas (S>c Organs) 

Indwelling God 220 
Indwelling spirit 90, 157, 175, 

278 11 . 

Ineffable peace 170 
Inequalities 191, 201, 303-4, 372 
Inequalities may be due to heredity 
201* 

Infatuation (See Pleasure, Pain) 
Inference 50, 62, 84, 97, 177, 242, 
283, 287, 302, 382, 458, 486 
Inferential knowledge 241, 244 
Infinite and finite, the 36, 118, 12T 
Infini te compassion 219 
Infinite perfection 186 
Infinity 104, 186, 425, 462 
Inge, Dean 208 fn. 

Inherence 33, 375. 377, 391 
Initiation 108, 229 
Injunctions 36, 247-8, 306 If., 437, 
441, 448, 453, 466, 468, 477, 
496, 510 If., 521-2 

Injunctions and prohibitions 308, 
416,452,556 
Injunction to work 508 
Injury to animals 441 
Injustice 159 

Inmost self 31, 179, 195, 232, 257, 
547 * 550, 554 

Inmost truth of man 173 
Inner ruler 53, 278, 451, 453, 456, 
460 

Inner sanctuary 108, 125 
Inner solitude 9 
Insights of religion 105 
Inspired seers 19 

Instrumental and material cause 70, 
94* 287, 3 68 

Instruments 204, 357, 557 
Instruments of action 412-13, 430, 
448 

Instruments of cognition 430, 448 
Integral revelation 221 
Integrated man 153, 166 
Integration 129, 158, 167, 181 
Intellect 101, 106, 231, 410, 485 
Intellect and reason 105, 108 
Intellectual insight, knowledge 233, 
239 . 497 

Intelligence 92, 125, 232, 252, 275, 
305, 337 . 367 . 4 ° 5 . 408, 413, 453 . 
454, 460, 546 

Intelligence v. intellect 231 
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Intelligent cause 338, 354, 367 
Intelligent power, May a as 35 
Intelligent Self 209, 267, 268, 316, 
340, 462 

Internal organ 208, 231, 275, 372 
394, 411 ff., 425, 559 
Interpretation n, 12, 21-2, 24-5, 
27 ff., 115, 118, 235, 269, 334 
Interpretation, canons of 23, 495, 
496 

Introspection 147 
Intuitive realisation 51, 87, 102-3, 
105, 114, 116, n8, 125, 175, 
215, 219, 233, 242, 246, 267, 276, 
281, 459, 497, 5°°. 5°*' 538, 5*1° 
Inward awareness 108, 159 
Inward self 261, 285 
Iranians 262 
Irenaeus 131 
Irrationality 80 
Irreligion 167 
Isaiah 184 
I^ana 390 

Isa Upanisad 334, 412, 507, 508 
Islam 129 

Tsvara 30, 34, 38-9, 45-6, 51, 53 ff., 
« 3 > 85. 94 - 5 . 129 - 3 °. 133 . 14 1 ff-, 

166, 2IO-II, 216, 236-7, 24O-I, 
256, 259, 290, 292, 555 
Isvara or Personal God 126* 
Bvara’s prerogatives 96, 560 

Jabala, Jabalas 308, 526 
Jabala Upanisad 285, 511 
Jacobi 22 fn. 

Jada 275, 348 
Jada-sakti 74 
Jagad-amba 128 

Jaimini 21-2, 210, 284-5, 304, 323, 
466-7, 481, 496, 510, 518, 532, 

547 . 549 . 55 i. 554 - 5 . 557 
Jaina soul 389 
Jaina thinkers 433 
Jainas 57, 396 
Jainism 150, 387 ff. 

James, William 118, 187, 199 
Janaka 163, 216, 307, 444, 506 
JanaSruti 306-7 
Japa 174, 178 fn., 233 
Japji (Nanak) 59 
Jaspers, Karl 156, 172 fn. 

Jatakas, the 112 
Jati 301, 352 
Jayadeva 82 fn. 

Jayaditya 20 
J ayanta 68 

Jaya-tlrtha 61, 66, 228 fn., 237, 
258 fn. 


Jean Danielou 249 fn. 

Jerome 206 

Jesus 112, 123, 131, 137, 153, 165-6, 
171, 172 fn., 174 fn., 182-3, i8 5 
Jews 112-13, 134, 150, 171-2, 181, 
189, 206 

Jijfiasa 93, 229, 230 

JIva passim 

JIva and Atman 146* 

JIva and Brahman 87-8, 355, 416 if. 
JIva (Baladeva) 100* 

JIva creative, not creator 356, 358 
Jiva-ghana 291-2 
Jiva-Gosvamin 88, 97, 164 fn. 
Jlvan-muktas 150, 215, 217, 222, 
229, 4 8 7 . 530 . 533 

Jlvan-mukti 44, 66, 76, 82, 215*, 
530 

]Ivan-mukti-viveka (Vidyaranya) 28 
JIvas 49. 53-4. 64—5, 7°. 9i. 95. 

363. 467 

Juana 19, 36, 55-6, 77, 87, 102, 
153 . 235. 560 
Jnana-deva 89 
Jhanadhikarana 409 
J nana-karma-samuccaya 44, 83, 

102, 228 

J liana, path of 19, 37 
J fiana-sambandhar 67 
Jndnekvari 58 
Jfianottama 229 fn. 

Jnatr-jUdna relation 408, 499 
Job 304 

J ohannine discourse 186 fn. 

John 10 fn., 131, 165, 185, 186, 

242 fn. 

John the Baptist 165-6 
Jones, Sir William 206 
Josephus 206 

Journal of the American Oriental 
Society 22 fn. 

Judaism 129 
Judea hi, 174 fn. 

Judgement Book 564 
Judgement (Christian) 186 
Jung, Prof. C. G. 9 in., 175 fn. 
Justice 159, 197 

Justin Martyr 108 fn., 171, 190, 

250 

Jyoti$am jyotik 265, 297 

Kablr 58, 59, 172, 174, 175 fn., 176, 

215 

Kablr’s Poems (Tagore, Tr.) 243 
Kaivalyam 56, 534 
Kaivalya Upanisad 47 fn., 88 fn., 
294 

Kala 54, 64, 79, 89, 94 
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Kalidasa 238 

Kalpa-taru (Amalananda) 28, 

127 fn. 

Kalpa-taru-parimala (Appaya Dik- 
§ita) 28 
Kama 86, 164 
Kama-carin 209 
Kanada 343, 349 
Kant 106, 119, 186 
Kanva and Madhyandina 279, 320 
Kapardin 47 
Kapila 219, 333-4, 343 
Kapila-smrti 333-4 
Karana and Karya yo, 77 
Karana-Brahyyi an 96 
Karana-rupa 40, 79 
Karandvasthd 53 

Karma 19, 36, 45, 56, O4-5, 69, 76, 
78, 81-2, 84, 87, 89, 90, 99, 102, 
125, 192, 195, 197, 205, 216, 227, 
229, 273, 279, 321-2, 340, 342, 
346,364,433,467,484-5,492, 

507,513 

Karma and Freedom 195* 

Karma and Predestination 196* 
Karma and Release (Madhva) 64* 
Karma, bhakti, dhyayia 179 
Karma is direct means to Moksa 74 
Karma, jUdna kayidas 21, 228-9 
Karma-marga 37, 151, 153 
Karma-mimdfhsd 230 
Karman 433, 436, 440, 431, 453, 

523. 553. 557. 559. 5<>L 5^3 
Karsnajini 22 fn., 436 
Karund 57 

Karya Brahman 44, 96, 223, 485, 
550 

Kdrydvastha 54 

KaSakrtsna 22 fn., 26, 86, 327, 328 
Kaiika 20 fn. 

Kafhaka Samhita 515 
Katharmoi (Empedocles) 203 fn. 
Katha Upanisad passim 
Kavikulacakra-vartin 189 fn. 

Keith, Prof. Berriedale 163 fn. 
Kena Upanisad 545 
Ke£ava-Ka§mlrin 78, 261, 450 
Kha 263, 277 
Kierkegaard 125, 156 
Kinds of Meditation 75* 

Kingdom of God 133, 149-5°. J 57. 

184-5, 193, 218, 220 
Kingdom of Heaven 153, 165, 173 
Kingdom of spirit 183, 221 
Kno wer-agent 2 3 3-4 
Knower of Brahman 216, 534-5, 
540, 545 

Knower of Brahman, death of, 541-2 


Knower, known, knowledge 31, 71, 
81, 98, 100, 233, 287, 308, 384-5. 
408, 483 ff., 508, 511, 530 ff., 535 
Knower of Nirguna Brahman 539, 

541 

Knower of Saguna Brahman 537, 

542 

Knowers of Self and works 44, 228, 
281, 498, 505 ff., 513-14. 53 1 
Knowledge passim 
Knowledge and devotion 87 
j Knowledge and meditation 495 
| Knowledge, Bhakti and 169* 
j Knowledge, disqualification for 306 
I Knowledge, Helps to 514 
i Knowledge in this life 523 
Knowledge, intellectual 233, 497 
Knowledge not part of sacrificial acts 
5°5 

Knowledge, soul‘s essential quality 
410 

Krama-mukti 37, 223, 292, 549, 
55i 

Kriya 56, 77, 98, 229, 560 
Krsna 58, 60, 79, 89, 90, 93, 100, 
109 fn., 124, 128 fn., 158 fn., 

162, 170, 375, 216, 470, 493, 502 
Krsria and Radha 58, 79, 82, 89 
Krsria-caitanyaynrta (Baladeva) 97 
Krsnastu bhagavdn svayatn 95 
Ksetrajfia 98 
Kumarila Bhatta 246 
KusumaHjali (Udayana) 236 

Lack of Memory 198 
Laksml 57 
Language 243, 247 
Law of Karma 76, 194*, 275, 530 
Law of Karma and Prayer 197* 
Law, William 171, 174 fn., 183, 217, 
243 

Laya, doctrine of 535 
Leibnitz 198 
Leonardo da Vinci 230 
Lessing 170 fn., 193 fn. 

Leucippus 360 fn. 

Liberated soul 76, 150, 207, 213-14, 
217-18, 348, 358 
Liberated souls, rebirth of 341 
Liberation 59, 74, 81, 209 ft., 215, 
221, 228, 315, 333, 414, 460, 
505-6, 513, 516, 523, 532, 538, 
548 , 556 , 559 

Liberty of Worship 170* 

Life 260, 536, 539, 540 
Life as Brahman 266 ff. 

Life-breath 309, 425, 429 
Life divine 177 
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Life, duties and rules of 333 
Life Eternal 207, 212, 215, 507 
Life Eternal, Here and Now (Nairne) 
18b fn. 

Life, four stages of 511,516-17,522 
Life in becoming 207 
Life in samsdra 232 
Life of a householder 522 
Life of Plotinus (Porphyry) no 
Life of spirit 10, 104 
Life-principle 264, 288, 309, 320-1, 
324, 429-30, 536-7, 539 
Light 264, 305, 459, 561 
Light and its substratum 461 
Light of Lights 265, 297, 3 ° 5 > 3*7 
Llld 80, 91, 361-3, 451, 558 
Limbs of God 282, 527 
Limitations 74, 124, 129, 213, 352 
Limiting adjuncts 42, 139, 272, 279, 
281, 291, 328, 345. 355* 4«4* 409 , 
412, 414, 417, 419, 421, 446, 450, 

45 f>* 463 

Limiting conditions 63. 95, 210 
Lihga 88, 496, 525 
IJhga-sarira 205 
Literature io, in 
Living faiths 9 fn., 173, 249 
Living Flame of Love (St. John of t he 
Cross) 209 fn. 

Living God 149 
Living near God 96, 481 
Living of These Days (Fosdick) 
172 fn. 

Living souls 404, 406, 431 
Living universe 128 
Logical analysis 107-8, 177, 230, 
246, 257 

Logical approach, plane 119, 230 
Logical categories 118 
Logical knowledge 105, 108, 262 
Logical propositions 20,114 
Logical reasoning 61, 106 ff., 236, 
246, 249 
Logos 171, 250 
Logos Spermatikos 250 
Loisy, M. 8 fn., 172 fn. 
Loka-samgraha 157 
Lokayatikas 367 
London Magazine in fn. 

Lord, the, passim 
Lord’s will 428, 531 
Lotze 221 

Love of God 65, 126, 210, 459, 
464 

Love of the Eternal 196 
Luke 165, 214 

Machiavelli 239 


Madhava 20 fn., 34, 68 
Madliurya-riipa 79, 97 
Madhusudana Sarasvati 60, 28, 170 
Madhu-vidyd 305-6 
Madhva 23 fn., 26-7, 60, 88-9, 93, 
97, 101, 163, 164 fn., 210, 234 ff., 
244, 249, 255-6, 394 
M ad hva-si ddhdnta-sdra 65 
Madhva-Vijaya (Narayana Pandit) 
60 fn. 

Madhva-vijaya-bhdva-prakdHkd 
(Narayana Pandit) 26 
Mddhyamika-Karikd (Nagarjuna) 
122, 385 fn. 

Mddhyandina 320, 540 
Mahdbhdrata, the 22 fn., 47, 153, 
155 fn., 156 fn., 160, 162, 169 fn., 
173 fn., 176, 194, 205 fn., 283 fn., 
298, 3°°. 302-3, 307, 334, 393, 
418, 540 

Mahdbhdrata-tdtparya-nirnaya 
(Madhva) 61, 64 ff., 355 
Maha-maya 563 
MahdndrdyaYia Upanisad 271, 

277 fn., 317-18, 465, 491, 494, 
5 l 7 

Mahan-atman is Hiranya-garbha 
132, 313 

M ahd-nirvdna Tantra 174 fn. 

Afaha-purusa-nirnaya (Yamuna- 
carya) 50 

Mahat 313, 316, 318, 334-5, 369, 
372 

Mahayana Buddhism 113, 129, 219 
Mahelvaras, the 390 
Mahopanisad 294, 390 
Maitreyl 324 
Maitrl Upanisad 204 fn. 

Malachi, Prophet 160 

Malas (impurities) 77-8, 229 

Malraux, Andr6 7 

Man a miniature of the universe 153 

Manana (See Havana) 

Manas 25, 204 fn., 205, 377, 425 
Manavaja ma-muni 50 
Mandala-vidya 479 
Mandana Mi£ra 28, 237 (See Sures- 
vara) 

Mandukya-Karikd (Gaudapcida) 
28-9, 104, 209 

Mdndukya Upanisad 28-9, 145, 

525 

Manifestation 233, 311, 464, 553 
Manifold creation 85, 138, 360 
Manifoldness 346-7, 383, 452, 501, 
557 

Manikka-vacagar 67 
Mano-maya 270-t 
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Man on his Nature (Sherrington) 
360 fn. 

Mantras 174, 488, 500 
Manu 20, 51, 132, 1O1 fn., 162 fn. 
163, 168 fn., 193, 204 fn., 267 
302, 307-8, 333-4, 343, 431, 438 
515, 517. 537 
Many Isvaras 560 
Marcel 156 

Marcus Aurelius 135-6 fn., 194 fn. 
Marjara and Markafa-nyayas 57 
Marriage 163 
Martha 185 
Marx 152, 235 
Maryada-bhakti 93 
Maryada souls 92 
Mass-State 157 
Master, God as 464 
Mastery of nature 250 
Material cause 35, 69, 95, 302, 318, 
33 2 

Material and efficient cause 71 2, 
80, 90, 94. 12 7* 287, 329, 33G 
333. 390, 460, 462 
Material elements 281, 404-5, 433 
Materialism 9, 84, 138, 145, 157, 
235 . 3 ^ 7 . 498-9 

Material world 69, 70, 74, 86, 193, 
375 

Mathematics 104, 107, 138 
Matras, two—of A urn 292 
Matter 41, 45, 53-4, 101, 150, 315, 
450, 460, 484 

Matter, aggregate of 342, 383 
Matter and Memory (Bergson) 199 
Matter in subtle state 54, 446 
Matthew 165, 179 fn. 

Maya 29 ft., 58, 69, 71-2, 85-6, 
89 ft., 99, 127, 136-7*, 141-2, 
156, 211, 237, 251-2, 314, 317-8, 

348-9.358,367.390.444.454 

Mdyd-matram svapna-darsanam 444 
Maya-Sakti 34-5, 90, 141 
Maya-vada, criticism of 39, 84 , 385 
Maya-vada-khandana (Madhva) 61 
McTaggart 167, 204, 200 fn., 206 
Means to purify, fix the mind 74, 
102, 228, 474 

Mechanical development 117 
Mechanism of Rebirth 204 
Medhatithi 161 fn. 

Meditation and meditator 271-2, 
275. 305. 414. 458, 499, 505. 
525 - 6 . 538 

Meditation and sacrifices 492, 504-5 
Meditation and the gods 304-6 
Meditation, any—leads to release 
502 
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Meditation obligatory or optional 
481, 502 

Meditation, posture for 528 
Meditation, purpose of 472, 474 
Meditation, result of 419, 408, 473, 

523 

Meditations (Marcus Aurelius) 

135 o fn., 194 fn. 

Meditations passim 
Meister Eekhart (See Eckhart) 
Meister Eckhart (Blackney, Tr.) 209 
Memory 198 ft., 205, 230, 385-6, 
429,448 

Menezcs, Portuguese Archbishop 
173 fn. 

Mental acts 177, 384, 525 
Mental ism 138 
Mental worship 174 
Mergence 535, 540-1 
Merit and demerit 36, 54, 204111., 
2 73 > 2 « 7 . 307. 321-i, 3 f, 3 . 374 . 
390 , 419, 421, 467, 474, 485, 
500 

Messiah, the 112 
Messianic expectation 186 
Metaphysical experience 19, 20 
Metaphysics 107, 178, 563 
Metaphysics (Aristotle) 363 
Meykanda-deva 66 7 
Mlmariisa 20, 21*, 229 
Mind 53, 75, 208, 231, 260, 293, 378, 

394 . 4 2 4 ~ 5 . 458, 475 . 494 . 496 , 
526, 529, 535, 54O, 556, 558 
Mind and body 152, 189, 195, 229 
Mind and matter 238 
Minds and organisms 202 
Mind and speech 229, 259 
Mind, distraction of 502 
Mind, purification of 74, 102, 228 
Mira Bai 58, 93 
Mission, Persons with a 487 
Mode 330, 404, 417, 459, 554 
Modern knowledge 243 
Modern life 9, 12 
Modern psychology 187 
Modern theology 104 
Modern thought 11 
Modes of Consciousness 105 
Modes of Thought (Whitehead) 108 
Modification 346-7, 376, 490 
Modus operandi of rebirth 204 
Mohenjo-daro 67 
Mokh-dvari, woman is 59 
Moksa 25, 28, 36 ff., 41, 43 fi., 49, 
55 ff., 62, 64 ft., 74 ff., 82-3, 
86-7, 93, 100 ff., 129-30, 163-4, 
166, 179, 208, 222, 227, 563 
Moksa-Sastra 21 * 
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Momentary existence, Buddhist 
theory of 352 
Monism 51 

Morality and religion 184 
Moral law 154, 160, 194 
Morals, Morality (See Ethics etc.) 
Moses 219 fn. 

Muhammad 112, 160 fn., 179, 250 
Mukliya-prana 321 
Mukti 56, 76, T12 
Makutcigama 6 7 fn. 

Multiplicity 41, 35, 90, 91, 140, 265 
Multiplicity of empirical selves 212, 
222 

Mumuksutva 37, 155 
Mundaka Upanisad passim 
Mundane existence 43, 130, 311 
Muni 521-2 

Muslims 58, 113, 150, 172 
Mystery religions 181, 205, 251 
Mystical faith 112 
Mysticism 109, 180 fn., 249 
Mysticism and Logic (Russell) 
in fn., 249 

Mystics 129, 171, 246 

Naciketas 275, 298 
Nadis 447, 537, 539, 54 2 ~3 
Nagarjuna T22, 137, 385 fn. 

Nairne, Pr Alexander 186 
N aiskarmya-siddhi (Suresvara) 28, 
'31, 127, 229 

Naisfhika-brahmacarin 28, 78, 519 
Naiyayikas, the 32, 68, 77 
N ukulisa-pasupata system 68 
N dl-ayira-divya-prabandham 50 
Nama-yupa 30, 137-8, 144, 208 
Nam-deva 58, 89 

Name and form 30, 41, 48, 70, 72, 
85, 150, 208-9, 251, 262, 276, 
281, 286, 294, 364, 301 ff., 310- 
11, 318, 321, 325-6, 330-1, 350, 

353.359,39.367.431-2.452-3. 

464, 468 (See Nama-rupa) 
Nammalvar 50 
Nanak 59, 176 

Narada 100, 288-9, 396, 454, 478-9, 
487 

Narada Bhakti Sutra 169 
Ndrada-paUcaratra 128 fn. 

Narada Upanisad 529 fn. 

Narayana 48, 53, 60, 62, 71-2, 

75-6, 93, 95, 100, 120, 132, 234, 
271-2, 390 , 454 , 465, 467, 494 , 

551-2 

Narayana Pandit 26, 60, 234 
Narayana Sukta 48 fn, 

Nata-raja 130 


Nathamuni 50 
Natural Religion 104 
Natural theology 236 
Naturalism 151 fn. 

Nature 192, 223, 340 
Nature of Existence (McTaggart) 200 
Nature of reality 117 ff308, 343-4 
Nature of the self 144, 257, 414, 

553 , 555 
Nayars 172 fn. 

Necessity, law of, vs law of Karma 
194-5 

Need for Religious Devotion 167 
Negative descriptions of Brahman 
121, 126, 359, 361 
Neoplatonists 187, 189, 205 
New Testament 185, 251 
Nicholson, Prof. A. R. 119 
Nicholas of Cusa 108, 250, 262 
Nicodemus 11 
Nietzsche 242 fn. 

Nigama 265 
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Sat-cid-ananda 31, 43, 44, 73, 89 
Sathagopa (Nammajvar) 50 
Satkaras (of Yoga) 177 
Sat-karya-viida 342, 344, 353 
§at-sampatti 155 
Sat-sandarbha ( JIva-Gosvamin) 

164 fn. 

Sat tv a 93, 94, 252-3 
Satvata-samhita 48 
Satya and Ahimsa 154,161 
Satya-bheda-vada 26 
Satyam, jiianam, anantam bralima 
3 *. 4°9 

Satyasamkalpa 87, 270-1 
Satyasya Satyam 139, 457 
Satyavan 205, 298 
Sautrdntika Buddhism 378, 383 
Sa-vikalpa samadhi 125-6,179 
Saviour gods 129 
Sa-vike$a Brahman 79, 93, 449 
Sa-vikesa-nir-vikesa-Krpia-stava-raja 
(Nimbarka) 78 
Savitr 134, 205 
Sayana 244 fn. 

Sayujya 56, 65, 96, 210 
Scholastic developments 20 
Schopenhauer 206 
Schuon, Frithjof 177 fn. 

Schweitzer, Albert 156 fn. 

Science 105, 111, 117, 123 fn., 230, 

235-6.245 

Science and mysticism 249 
Science and technology 9 
Science of God 105 
Scientific knowledge 104 
Scientific religion 230 
Scientific world-view 235 
Scientist, the 105 
Scribes and Pharisees 153, 165, 

193 

Scriptural Authority 79, 332, 359, 
448,563 

Scriptural declarations 51, 115, 488, 

5 ° 7 * 535 549 . 55 *. 55 ^ 

Scriptural injunctions, prohibitions 
306, 412-13 


599 

Scriptural Testimony 39, 104, 113, 
244 

Scripture, scriptural texts passim 
Scripture only source of knowledge of 
Brahman 80, 359 
Scriptures enjoin work 506 
Scriptures of the world 118, 250 
Scriptures, study of 167, 227, 

307 if., 391 

Second Council of Constantinople 
206 

Secularism 173 
Seekers 37, 92, 96, 108, 179 
Seers 19. 62, 106, 110 ff., 113, 115, 
118, 123 -4, 238, 241, 243, 250, 
291, 298 

Seers of the Upanisads 117, 24 0 
Seers, Women 164 
Select Writings of Plotinus (Taylor, 
Ed.) 206 
Self passim 

Self and body 54. 193, 349, 354, 357, 
412 3, 499. 539 
Self and intelligence 253, 410 
Self and not-self 119, T29, 143, 232, 

387 

Self as agent 330, 414-16, 428-9 
Self as knower, knowledge 233, 405, 
409-10 

Self-awareness 104, 177, 190 
Self-conceit 86, 87 
Self-contradiction 443, 444 
Self-control 37, 65, 148, 155, 159, 

177.482,5*4-15.517 

Self-criticism among living faiths 
*73 

Self-determination 195 
Selfish desire 157, 166 
Selflessness 203, 218 
Self-luminous 65, 70, 100, 186, 231, 
528 

Self-manifestation 112,141,454 
Self-mortification 387 
Self of all 289, 330, 333, 540, 548 
Self of bliss 257 ff., 476 
Self of the universe 282, 331 
Self-renewal 174, 193 
Self-sense 43, 165, 180, 318, 334, 
372 . 394 * 425 
Self, sociological 124 
Self-surrender 56, 269 
Sen, the barber saint 58 
Sensations 138, 378, 407 
Sense-experience 19, 62, 107-8, 

168 

Sense-organs 36, 42, 43, 53, 75, 100, 
231, 279, 291, 292, 327, 328, 333, 
340 . 342 . 378 . 385- 392 . 394. 
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402-3, 412, 415, 424, 427, 428, 
429, 430, 485,536, 541, 559 
Senses 125, 178, 205, 243, 288, 290, 

372.387.405,412.458.474 

Sensualists 269 

Sentient, non-sentient 71, 72, 74, 
76, 101, 252, 285, 456, 462, 562 
Serenity, Serene 180, 289, 310, 326 
Service 25, 92, 109, 159, 164, 221 
£esa 55, 130, 340 
Sesvara Mlmamsa 48 
Sesvara Samkhya 329 
Sex 213, 309 

Sexual union (fifth oblation) 439 

Shakespeare 238 

Shape ( See Name and form) 

She-goat 316, 318 
Sherrington, Sir Charles 360 fn. 
Siddhanta-bindu (Madhusiidana 
Sarasvati) 29 
Siddhanta-lesa 35 fn. 
Siddhdnta-lesa-samgraha (Appaya 
Diksita) 211, 2i6fn. 
Siddhdnta-muktavail 35, 218 fn. 
Siddhdnta-ratna (Baladeva) 97 
Siddhdnta-ratna (Nimbaraka) 78 
Siddhi-traya (Yamunacarya) 26, 48, 
5 ° 

Signature of All Things (Boehmc) 
*77 

Sikhism, Sikhs 59, 249 
Siksa guru and Diksd guru 114 
$Ila 154 

Silence 120, 180, 454 
Silent meditation 521-2 
Simon Maccabaeus 112 
Sin, sins 81, 153, 181, 206, 293, 295, 
3 IO » 517 . 519 , 530 , 555 . 562 
Sltii 60 fn., 163, 439 
£iva 28, 37, 47-8, 60, 67, 69, 71-2, 
74“5, 77. 84 ff., 89, 130-1, 170, 
245, 249, 262, 271-2, 349, 355. 

« 390, 465, 492, 528, 549, 552, 560 

Siva - ananya - saksatkdra - patala 
« 75 fn. 

Siva and Parvati 393 
Siva and Sakti 252, 561 
Siva-dharmottara 68 
Sivddvaita-nirnaya (Appaya Diksita) 
74, 21T fn., 175 fn. 

Siva-gltd, the 83 
Sivaji 66 

Siva-jnana-bodha (Meykanda-deva, 
Tr.) 66 

Siva-jfiana-siddhi 68 fn. 
Sivdrka-mani-dipikd (Appaya Dik¬ 
sita) 66 

Size imagined for Brahman 300,463 


Size of the soul 406 ff. 
Skanda-Purdna 237, 244 fn. 
Skandhas 378-9 

Sleep 53, 293, 321, 323, 336, 405, 
449 , 5 2 8 

j Smiling face of the Lord, meditation 
on 503 

Smith, John 114 

Smrtis 19, 22 fn., 87, 283, 297, 302, 
308, 333 ff., 337, 458, 477, 496, 
515 ff-. 525 , 528-9, 537 , 54 °. 544 . 
549 

Smuts, General 236 
Social heredity 202 
Social Institutions 161 
Social solidarity 157, 161, 213, 

219 

Socialist order of society 1, 160 
Society for Psychical Research 
183 fn. 

Sociological self 124 
Socrates 104, 109, 123, 171, 187 fn., 
191, 250 

Solitary Meditation 178 
Solitude 179, 213 
Solomon 127 
Soma 134, 305, 495 
Some Dogmas of Religion (McTaggart) 
200 fn. 

Sorrow 65, 209, 316, 529 
Soul, atomic (anu) size of 74, 77, 
80-1, 406 ff., 410, 420, 422, 

462 

Soul (Plato) 187 
Soul, Souls passim 
Souls and their destiny 80 
Space 88, 263, 289, 293, 319, 380 
Space and time 77, 99, 123-4, I 44 
Specific cognition 328, 559 
Speech 318, 349, 356, 359 . 47 °, 494 . 
535 

Sphofa 301-2 
Spinoza 106, 152 

Spirit 106, 119, 140, 143, 147-8, 
150, 165, 189, 196, 251, 475 
Spirit of Love (William Law) 171 
Spirit of Prayer (William Law) 172, 
174 fn. 

Spiritual and material nature of man 

103, 147, 150 

Spiritual awareness 109, 157, 165, 
182 

Spiritual blindness, void 21, 167 

Spiritual crisis 157 

Spiritual Experience 20, 31, 107, 

115, 118, 147, 207, 338 
Spiritual goal 149, 154 
Spiritual growth 157, 182-3, 183 
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Spiritual insight, freedom 30, no, 
116, 140, 154, 172, 175, 178, 212, 
218 

Spiritual life 10, 107, 151, 154, 159, 
170-1, 178, 563 
Spiritual peace 218 
Spiritual Perspectives and Human 
Facts (Frithjof Schuon) 177 fn. 
Spiritual pride 172 
Spiritual religion 114 
Spiritual training 393 
Spiritual values 69, 103, 117, 178 
Spiritual view 149, 186, 235 
Spiritual view of life 29 
Spontaneous evolution 366 
Sprat 235 
Sraddhd 227, 434 
Sravaria, manana, nididhydsana 
< 116, 177, 208, 414, 525 

Srl-bhasya (Ramanuja) passim 
Srikantha 66*, passim 
Srlkara-bhasya (Srlpati) 83 
Srinivasa passim 

Srlpati (Pandit) 26, 27, 82*, 229- 30, 
245, 326-7 
SrI-sampradfiya 61 
Srl-vacana-bhfisana (Pillai Loka- 
carya) 48 

Srsfi 41, 54, 80, 130, 140, 401 
Sruta-prakdkikd (Sudar6ana Suri) 47 
Sruti passim 

Sruti and Smrti t, 537, 543, 562 
Sruti only source of knowledge of 
Brahman 359 

6ruti-sukti-mala (Sudarsanacarya) 
212 

Sruti teaches difference as well as 
non-difference 417 
&rutopani?atka 277 
St. Ambrose 250 
St. Angelo of Foligno 114 
St. Anselm 245 fn. 

St. Augustine 109-10, 114, 121 fn., 
136, 167 fn., 176 fn., 191, 196, 
206, 218 fn., 250 
St. Bernard 145 fn. 

St. Catherine of Genoa 209 fn. 

St. Catherine of Siena 114 
St. Francis De Sales 165 fn. 

St. John of the Cross 209 fn., 304 
St. Paul no, 131, 172 fn., 182, 186, 
189, 191, 251 

St. Thomas Aquinas 105, 106, 108, 
163 fn., 236 fn., 245 fn. 

St. Thomas Christians 172 
Stages of Life 510-11, 516 ff. 

Stages of the Yoga Journey 178 
State of a child 521-2 


Status of the World 32, 135 

Steadfastness in Brahman 510 

Stendhal 240 

Sthula Sarlra 204, 314 

Stoic ideas 171 

Stoics, the 109 

Stories in the Upani$ads 512 

Stotra, best 290 

Stotra-ratna (Yamunacarya) 50 

Stotras (Nimbarka) 78 

Stout, G. F. 199 

Stromata (Clement of Alexandria) 
250 

Studies in Hegelian Cosmology 
(McTaggart) 204 

Study of Scriptures 167, 227, 307!!. 
Study of Vedas open to three higher 
castes 306, 391 
Subdla Upanisad 47 fn., 341 
Sub-commentaries 27 
Sub-human species 151 
Subject and object 31, 41, 107, 

118-19, 123 ff., 132-3, *4<b 231, 
236-7, 271, 281, 385-6, 458, 561 
Subjection 223 
Subjective idealism T38, 385 
Subjectivity 118-T9, 125 
Subodhinl (Vallabha) 89 
Sub specie temporis 20 7 
Substance 46, 70, 79, 373, 376-7 
| Substance and attribute 54, 77, 80, 
98, 318 

Substrate 383, 421 

Substratum 33, 84, 94, 210, 352, 

367, 378, 383. 386, 399, 4 j 8, 421. 
457 . 471 

Subtle and gross conditions 331, 
349 

Subtle body 204-5, 231, 313 ff., 

485, 537 **• 

Subtle elements 205, 319, 372, 433, 
435, 537, 542 
Subtle matter 330, 446 
Subtle state 459, 462 
Sudar£ana 49 
SudarSanabhatta 45 
Sudarsanacarya 45 fn., 212 
SudarSana Suri 47 
£uddhadvaita 26-7, 89 
Suddha-tattva 54 
Sudras 57, 162-3, 3° 6 ff- 
Suffering 205, 214, 253, 372, 451, 558 
Suffering and evil, problem of 363-5 
Suffering humanity 216 
, Sufis 119, 177 fn. 
j Suka 27, 93*. 255, 258, 467 
i Suka's commentary on Brahma 
i Sutra 97 
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Suksma Sarira 313 
Sulabha 307 

Summa Contra Gentiles (Aquinas) 
106, 163 fn., 236 fn. 

Summa Theologia (Aquinas) 108 fn. 
Sun 60, 134, 170, 262 If., 276, 207, 
310, 321, 453, 471, 526, 527, 
540, 542-3, 561, 564 
Sun as honey 304, 318 
Sun best image of the Divine 2O2 
Sundara-bhatta 41 
Sundarar 67 

Sun, northern and southern courses 
Of 343 

Sun, Person in the 497 
Sunya-vada 63, 94, 378, 386-7 
Superimposition 232, 343 
Support and the supported 92, 290, 
447 * 479 

Suprabheddgama 67 fn. 

Supreme as A ntarydmin 53 
Supreme Being, — Brahman, 

Lord, — Person, — Self passim 
Supreme bliss 256, 300, 5O3 
Supreme exaltation 87,441 
Supreme good 186 
Supreme Is vara 131, 241 
Supreme Light 212 
Supreme moral law 160 
Supreme perfection 234 
Supreme Reality 51, 62, 88, T22, 
207, 257 

Supreme Reality and the World 69 
Supreme self in cave 2 74 
Supreme, the 97 
Sur Das 93 

Suresvara 28, 31, Oi, 127 fn., 228, 
2 37 

Surrender 82, 501 
Survival and Eternal Life 185 
Survival of Death and Personal 
Immortality 192 
Susumna nadi 538, 542-3, 550 
Susupti 31 fn., 85, 125, 410 
Sutra 23 

Sutra-bhdsya (Madhva) 61 
Sutrakara 210, 249, 252, 256, 258, 
261, 295. 3 l6 * 33 2 » 348, 385^, 
396, 489 

Sutratman 35, 282 
Sutta Nipdta 207 fn. 
Svabhavika-bhedabheda 41,79 
Svanisfha devotee 471 
Svanubhava 30 
Sva-prakaSa caitanya 186 
Svarga 81, 487 
Svarupa-laksana 234, 237 
Svetakvatara Upani$ad passim 


Sweet and majestic Lord, attributes 
480, 483-4, 500 

Symbols, symbol worship 19, 45, 
115, 141, 173-4* 284, 526-7, 
550 ff. 

Symbols and metaphors 180, 262 
Symmachus 250 
Symposium (Plato) 185 
Systems of Philosophy 9, 11, 21 

Tdddtmya 77, 391 
Tadbhdvd patti 81 

Tagore, Rabindranath (Tr.) 174 fn., 

2 13 

Taittiriya Aranyaka 139, 395 fn., 

4 * 5 . 417 . 453 . 480 

Taittiriya Brdhmana 265 fn., 302, 
304. 33 L 335 * 5io 

Taittiriya Samhitd 265, 306, 319, 
333 * 41 2 * 4 ' 2 4 * 434 * 495 
Taittiriya Upanisad passim 
Talmud 214 fn. 

Jdndya Brdhmana 495 
Tanka 26 fn., 47 
Tantra-sdra 174 fn., 178 fn. 
Tantra-sdra-dgama 178 fn. 

Tantras, the 393 
Tan trie dgamas 83 
Tapa-traya 86 
Tafastha-laksana 6q, 234, 237 
T dtpary a-dlpikd (Sudarsanacarya) 

45 fn- 

Tat satyam, sa dtma 253 
Tat tv am asi 30, 55, 63, 83, 122 
7 'attva-muktd-kaldpa (Venkafa-natha) 
48 

7 attvdrtha-dipa 90 fn. 
Tattva-iekhara (Pillai Lokacarya) 48 
Tattva-fikd (Vedanta DeSika) 47-8 
1 'attva-traya (Pillai Lokacarya) 48 
Taylor, Prof. A. E. 117 fn. 

Taylor, T. (Ed.) 206 fn. 

j Teachers 19, 114, 293, 301, 531-2 
I Technical development 117 
I Technocracy 157 
Tejabindupanisad 385 
Teleological argument 236 
Temporal and eternal 146, 2x3 
Temporal experience 148 
T emporality 219 

Temporal world 30, 40, 149, 178, 
236. 363 

Ten-galai 48, 57 
Tertullian 111, 190 
Teutonic peoples 184 
Texts referred to ( Visaya-vdkya) 
227 passim 

Texts, uniform teaching of 256 
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Textual collation 480 
‘That thou art' 147, 458, 4O0, 525 
Theism, theist 126, 129, 197, 202 
Theistic current of the Upanisads 47 
Theistic dualism of Madhva 60-1 
Theistic Samkhya 94, 329 
Theistic systems 47 
Theologia German ica 122 
Theologians 116 
Theological doctrines 117 
Theology 172 fn. 

Theophilus of Antioch 150 
Theory of A vatdras 174 
Theory of rebirth 183 ff. 

Thibaut, George 257 fn. 

This world a cosmos 194 
Thomas Aquinas (See St.) 

Thomistic doctrine of Analogy 262 
Thomson, Francis 38 
Thought 260, 403, 553-6 
Thought alone is real ( Vijfiana-vdda) 

378 

Thought, reorientation of 8 
Thought, speech and action 153 
‘Tliou* of religious experience 126 
Three debts of man 228 
Three factors of cit-sakti 71 
Threefold Life (Rous) 244 fn. 

Three methods of realisation 180 
Three-stage journey of Yoga 178 
Three stages of fitness 229 
Three syllables of A um 292 
Thumb, measure of a 205, 298-9 
Tibetan Book of the Dead (Evans- 
Wentz) 205 fn. 

Tibetan Buddhism 205 fn. 

Tillich, Prof. Paul 112 fn., 113 
Time 21, 85, 89, 98, 120 fn., 136 7, 
149, 158, 176, 180, 183, 186, 192, 
207, 210, 219, 530, 563 
Time and change 128 
Time and Eternity 130, 136, 180 
Time and space 123, 238 
Timeless Incorporeal One (Aristotle) 
363 

Time-process 223 
Timothy 186 
Tirobhava 69, 130 
Tiru-mular 67 
Titiksa 227 
Toleration 172 
Total conversion 109 
Totality 128, 200 
Tradition 8, 11, 19, 26, 47, 68, 115, 
131, 246 

Traditions, oral—, 117 

Traetatus Logico-Philosophicus (Max 
Picard) 247 fn. 


| Training in Christianity (Kierke¬ 
gaard) 125 

Tranquillity 37, 173 fn., 323 
| Transcendence 86, 90, 97, 124, 150, 
; 195 . 4 6 4 

Transcendence and immanence 79, 
141, 180 

Transcendent Reality 108, 120-1, 
129-30, 212, 333, 358, 457, 561 
Transcendent subject 103, 147 
Transcendental consciousness 127, 
M 5 , 54 1 * 555 

Transcendental issues 344 
Transcendental Truth 19, 267 
'transfiguration no, 222 
Transformation 95, 133, 176, 218, 
240, 348, 358 ff. 

Transgressors 520 
Transiency 135-6 
Transmigration 204 fn., 505 (See 
Rebirth) 

Treatise on Metaphysics (Omar 
Khayyam) 177 fn. 

Triad, the 380 
Tribes, primitive 203 
Trigunatmaka-hetu-bhuta-pradhana 
sakti 84 
Trivrt-karana 52 
Troeltsch, E. 186 fn. 

Truth 7, 8, 19-20, 30, 34, 108, 115, 
121, 123, 125, 139, 179, 482, 488, 
490 

Tulasi-das 59, 60 fn., 131 
Turlya 125, 127, 145 
Twenty-five principles of Samkhya 
318-19 

Two birds 83, 275, 288 

Two currents of Indian thought 67 

Twofold knowledge (Ramanuja) 

281 

Twofold yogic intuition 107 
Two kinds of soul in Jainism 150 
Two Sources of Morality and Religion 
(Bergson) 244 fn. 

Tyler, T)r. E. B. 204 
'types are eternal 303 

Udayana 39 fn., 68, 236 
Uddhava i58fn. 

Udgatf 472, 503 

Udgitha 471-2, 500, 503, 507, 511- 

12, 527 

Ultimate mystery 123 fn., 177 
Ultimate Oneness of God and man 
171 

Ultimate Reality 31, 36, 39, 48, 
52, 89, 117-18, 126, 136, 170, 
211, 227, 231, 235, 252, 458 
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Ultimate spiritual issues 250 
Uma 87, 494 
Uncaused first cause 287 
Uncleanliness 513 
Unconscious memories 199 
Uncreated Light 143 
UndilTerenced bliss 125 
Unhappiness 31 

Union with Brahman 45-6, 129, 

131, 207*, 2bo, 439, 463, 541, 
559 -bo, 563 

Union with World Spirit 213 
Unity and multiplicity 41, 145, 347 
Unity in Duality 82' 83 
Unity of all meditations 470 
Unity of Prana-vidyus 472-3 
Unity of religion and philosophy 11 
Unity v. merging 536 
Universal Church 118 
Universal dissolution 79, 380 
Universal men 218 
Universal momentariness 379-80 
Universal Mother 128 
Universal Self 122, 147, 189, 203, 
209-10, 265, 272-3, 294, 338, 
550 

Universal, the 148 
Universality of spirit 8, 222 
Universe, the 41, 50, 71-2, 75, 93, 
97 . 129 , 135 . M 3 , M 5 . 189, 192, 
194, 205, 207, 221, 236, 238, 240, 
331,340 A., 353,460,479,562 
Universe, reality of the 25 
Unmanifested, the 281, 313, 315, 

330 . 334 , 475 
Unregenerate 9, 216 
Untouchability 57, 163, 173 fn. 
Upadana cause 30, 34 
Upadeta-sahasrl (Sariikara) 127 fn. 
Upadhis 36, 40, 42-3, 63, 94, 288, 
295, 414, 420, 422 

Upanayana ceremony 298 ff., 306, 

309 

Upanisads passim 
Uparati 227 

Upasana 37, 56, 87, 102, 141, 281, 
450, 452. 5 l 4» 528 
Upaskara 201 fn. 

Upavarsa 47, 301-2 
Upavarsacarya 44 
Uttara-gUd 63 fn., 241 fn. 

Uttara-mimamsd 21-2, 229 
Uttara-paksa 24 

Vacaspati MiSra 28, 34-5, 61, T33, 
231 -2, 242, 244, 278, 326 
Vada-galai 48, 57 
Vaibha^ika Buddhism 378 


Vairagya 102, 155, 157 
VaUesika Sutra 20 fn., 201 fn., 
241 fn., 373, 375-6 
Vai6e?ika system 20, 68, 77, 241, 
348 , 375 -b, 397 . 405, 421. 

433 

Vaisesika theory 373-4, 388, 420 
Vaisnavas 48, 50, 57, 06, 97, 129 
Yaisvanara 282, 284-5. 468-9, 501 
Vdjasaneyi Samhitd 453 
Vdkyapadlya 304 
Vallabha 88 , passim 
Valmiki 59, 444 

Values 126, 132-3, 140, 166-7, 220, 
228 

Vamadeva 267, 523 
Yanaprastha 510 
Varaha-sahodara vftti 20 
Varuna 134, 300, 546-7 
Vasana 205, 457 
Vasisfha 216, 487 
Vasistha Dharma-sutra 155 fn. 
Vasisfha Smrti 437 
Vaskalin 454 

Vasudcva 39 fn., 49, 53, 100, 162, 

303 «■ 

Vdtulugama 68 fn. 

Vaughan, Henry 122 
Veda 22-3, 121, 302, 308, 334, 337, 
341 . 39 -. 453. 500. 506. 508. 5 T 7 , 
Vcda-bahya 77 fn. 

Vedanta 20, 36, 51, 88 fn., 94, 113, 
126, 181, 221, 228, 234, 241, 323, 
33 ~* 34 * " 3 . 3bo, 366-7 
Vedanta, chief systems of 26, 27 
Vedanta Desilca 47, 48 fn., 51, 53, 
5b~7 

Veddnta-dipa (Ramanuja) 47 
Vedanta-kalpa-latika (Madhusudana 
Saras vatl) 29 

Veddnta-kaustubha (Srinivasa) 78, 
263 fn., 277, 288, 307 
Veddnta-kaustubha-prabhd (Ke6ava 
Ka^mlrin) 78, 82 fn. 

Vedanta, later 282 
Vedanta literature 28*, 227 
Vedanta paribhdsa 32 fn., ii3fn. 
Vedanta pdrijata-saurabha (Nim- 
barka) 78, 82, 211 fn. 

Vedanta philosophy 22 fn., 168 
Vedanta, qualifications for study of 
3 b 

Vedanta-ratna-manju^a (Purusot- 
tama) 80 

Veddnta-sdra (Ramanuja) 47 
Vedanta Sutra 2 2 

Vedanta Sdtras with the Commentary 
of Samkara (Thibaut) 257 fn. 
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V eddrtha-sanigraha (Ramanuja) 47, 
48 

Vedas, the 19*, 48, 61, 67, 77 fn., 
1 13, 117, 162, 164, 240, 245, 
3°°. 3°6, 335. 393» 395, 
437, 493, 496, 503-4, 508 
Vedas and Agamas 67* 

Vedas, authoritativeness of the 
3°J. 39i 

Vedas, impersonal origin of the 62, 
344, 391 

Vedic literature 22 
Venkata-natha (Vendanta Desika) 

47-8.378 

Vicarious grace 150 
Vidura 102, 125, 205, 232, 306 ff., 
469, 471, 477-8, 484, 489, 496, 
506-7, 523, 533 
Vidyapati 82 fn. 

Vidyarapya 28, 32, 35, 245 fn. 
Vidyas 468, 470 ft., 479, 486, 488, 
501 

Vijaya-dhvaja 96 
VijMna 102, 205, 257, 378 
Vijfiana and Prajna 497 
Vijnana-bhik§u 25 ft., 26, 27, 94. 

230, 252, 485, 486 
Vijnandmrta-bhdsya (V i j flan a - 
bhiksu) 94, 120 fn. 
Vijfianavada 378, 383 ff. 
Vijiiana-vadins 138 
Vinaya-patrika (Tulasi-das) 60 
Viramitrodaya-paribhdsa-prakdsa, 


179 

Vira-Saivasism 68. 83, 87 
Virat-svarupa 35, 133, 143 
Virgil 205 

Virgin Athene—Mary, cults of 130 
Virocana 295 

Visistadvaita 26, 27, 46, 57-8, 69, 

74.349.418 

Visistadvaita literature 47 
ViSi?ta-Sivadvaita-vada 72-3 
Vi§nu 38, 47-8, 53, 57, 60, 62, 67, 
71, 79, 88, 95, 129 ff., 170, 229, 
249, 251, 313 
Vistiu-dharma 358 
Vistiu Purdya 64 fn., 168, 177, 237, 
283, 302, 325, 363, 438, 450, 

454 , 537 A 

Vi$ytu-$aha$ra-nama , Samkara’s 
commentary on 396 
Vispu-sakti 49, 98 
Vi§pu-svamin 89 
Visyu-tattva-vinirvaya (Madhava) 

62 

Viguddhadvaita 89 
ViSvamitra 303 


ViSva-natha 37, 107 
Visva-rupa 133 
Vital air 267, 471 
Vital breath 321, 342, 423 ft., 475, 
536 

Vital principle 263, 291, 327 
Viftala-natha 89 
Vitthoba of Pandharpur 58, 170 
Vivararia-prameya-samgraha (Vidya- 
ranya) 28 

Vivarta cause, -vada 35, 83, 358 
Viveka 56, 155 
Void, the 120, 137, 378, 389 
Volitions 260, 320, 367 
Vow of celibacy 519 
Vyamohikd may a 91 
Vyasa 22 fn., 48, 162, 438 
Vydsa-smrti 96 fn. 

Vyasa-tlrtha 61 
Vyavaharika 31, 33, 94, 3^5 

Waddell, Dr. I. A. 204 fn. 

Waking, dream, sleep 295, 338, 384, 
414, 442, 449, 553 , 557 
Waking state 31, 101, 124, 127, 145, 
289, 316, 323, 385, 410, 443. 
446,449,451 
Ward, James 199 
Waters of Lethe 198 
Way of Bhakti 153, 167 
Way of Dhyana or Meditation 175 
Ways of Release 56 
Way to Perfection 151 
Wealth 160- t, 164 
Western philosophers 123, 206 
Western religious thought 131, 458 
West, the 130, 203 
Where is Science going? (Max Planck) 
123 fn. 

Whitehead, A. N. 108, 172 fn., 236 
Whitman, Walt 145 fn. 

Will 107, 166, 260, 555-6, 558 

Will, freedom of 155 

Will of the Supreme 91, 101, 340, 

429.483.555 

Wisdom 10, 36, 104, 107, 109, in, 
115, 153 , 155 - 6 , 215-16, 234, 
304 

Wishes 300, 498, 556, 558 
Witnessing self 252, 256, 385, 461, 
489 

Witness to experience of God 114 

Women 163, 307, 442 

Women and family life 163 

Women seers 164 

Word 137, 171, 301-2, 498, 502 

Word of God 250 

Wordsworth 206 fn. 
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Work 214, 219, 222, 321-2, 347, 
3 6 3 . 448 , 514. 530 

Work, devotion, contemplation 170 
80 

Work of God 321-2, 431 
Work of the world 218, 531 
Work purifies mind 513 
Works 229, 272, 286, 293, 325, 339, 
3 ^ 8 . 387, 435 . 439 . 4 <> 5 . 4*3 
497 . 505-h. 508, 513, 519 - 17 . 
523. 530 ff. 

Works, accumulated 531 
Works and knowledge 44, 228, 

507 - 9 . 5 J 3 

Works, destruction of 483, 533 4 
Works of Madhva 60* 

Works of William Law i(o~j fn. 
Works, past—of a knower 531 
Works, reward of 291, 465 
World-appearance 33 ff., 63, 71, 84, 
222,233,385 

World Community 117, 157, 250 
World-creation 66, 302, 560 ff. 
Worldly prosperity 280, 523 
World-negation, complaint of 156 
World-order 85, 221, 336, 371 
World of becoming 31, 69, 138. 210, 
275. 286, 310, 555 
World-process 136, 141, 216 
World-soul 133, 143, 207, 216, 236, 
259 

World, status of the 32, 135 
World unity 172 

Worship 36, 38, 65, 87, 97, 109, 
120-1, 125-6, 129-30, 141, 154, 


• 73 . 3 «>. 3 <> 3 . 450 - 1 . 464, 469, 
493. 499 ff-. 5 ' 4 . 5iO. 524. 529, 
548, 550 If., 5<>i, 563 
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469 

Worship of holy men 496, 497 
Worshipper 47, 27 2, 455, 483 ff., 
490. 55 x . 5 6 ° 

Wotton, Herry 161 fn. 


Yadava-prakasa 25, 27, 45*, 48, 51, 
84 

Yajnavalkya 178, 192, 324-5, 540 
V ajiiavalkya smrti 455, 540 
Y ajna-vardha-bhagavadgltd 212 
Yajur-Veda 19, 241, 488 
Yama 134, 205, 298, 437-8 
Yamunacarya 26 fn., 47-8, 50, 55 
Yatha salagrame harifi 273 
Yoga 51, 77, 92, 107, 153, 167, 178, 
260, 277, 313, 358, 393. 544 
Yoga-bhdsya 21 9 
Yoga-siUra 106 fn., 177, T78fn. t 
201, 528 

Yoga-sutra-vrtti 290 
Yoga System 20, 68, 175*, 177, 218, 
335 . 390 , 396 

Yogavdsistha 196 fn., 217 
Yogins 278, 300, 458, 544 
Yukta-yogin and Yu nj ana-yogi n 
107 
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RADHAKRISHNAN 


THE BHAGAVADGITA 

In the re-spiritualization of the world, the Bhagavadglta will have 
a considerable influence. Professor Radhakrishnan, the greatest 
living interpreter of Indian thought, and who is equally at home in 
the European and Asiatic traditions of thought, provides an autho¬ 
ritative and inspiring guide to the meaning and message of the 
Bhagavadglta. This volume gives us the Sanscrit text, an English 
translation and an original commentary which may well become a 
classic on the subject. 

‘Brilliant introduction, full exegesis. The translation, free from 
awkwardness and affectation, is correct and sufficiently literal/ 
professor F. w. Thomas in The Hibbert Journal 

Fifth Impression . La. Crown Svo. Cloth 16s. net 
Indian Edition 12s. 6 d. net 


THE PRINCIPAL UPANISADS 

The Upanisads are the earliest documents which speak to us of the 
splendours of the world of spirit, which transcends the differences of 
tongues. They illustrate the maxim that truth is one though it shines 
in many forms. Each generation sees in them something a little 
different from the preceding and our generation which is in search 
of a purer and deeper religion, will find the Upanisads the broad 
outlines of a religion of spirit which will bind peoples together. 

‘A truly great piece of work . . .profoundly illuminating’. Blackfriars 

Demy Svo. Cloth 50s. net. Paper 25 s. net 


HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY, EASTERN AND 
WESTERN 

EDITED BY RADHAKRISHNAN, PROF. A. WADIA, 
DR. D. M. DATTA and HUMAYUN KABIR 

‘It is a great and somewhat daunting achievement which tempts us 
to speculate whether a comparable body of Western philosophers 
could have performed the task so well. For the grasp of these Indian 
scholars upon the thought of the West is as firm as their native 
insight into the ancient wisdom of their own continent and the 
many branches along which it grew/ Times Literary Supplement 

Second Impression . Sm. Royal 8vo. 65 s. per set. Paper 42 s. per set 
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